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WALK TO SCHOOL DAY...Washington School Principal Andrew Perry stands
with the BRAKES raffle winners, Eric Knauss, center, and Devin Wendel.
Principal Perry escorted Devin to school, and Fire Captain Robert Buccino
escorted Eric. Washington is a public elementary school in Westfield.

MS Hosts Fifth Annual
Fall Festival, Oct. 17
MOUNTAINSIDE – The fifth an-

nual Mountainside PTA Fall Festival
will be held on Saturday, October 17,
from noon to 4 p.m. rain or shine.

It will be held at Deerfield School,
located on 302 Central Avenue in
Mountainside.

There will be rides, games, activities,
food, music and crafts for all ages.
Vendors will sell home goods, jewelry,
fashion accessories and crafts.

The PTA will also sell entertainment
books and gift cards for the holidays.

For more information, contact Gina
at (908) 654-3815, Lisa at (908) 232-
2994 or Jeanie at (908) 233-5838.

500 Promises and Only Nine Months
By MICHAL HANNAH SAGAL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On October 9, the talk of the high
school was President Barack Obama.
He had won the Nobel Peace Prize
that morning for his attempts to seek
peace between nations.

He was praised for his methods in
working with countries that have dif-
ferent belief systems from the United
States. In addition, the team who
awarded him the prize hopes that
more people will follow his example.

Not one of the students I spoke
with today approved of this gesture.
Both students who consider them-
selves Republicans and those who
consider themselves Democrats were
confused and frustrated. We all won-
dered, “What has he actually done?
What promises has he fulfilled?”

He has not pulled the troops out of
Iraq, he missed the deadline to close
Guantánamo, and he is continuing to
put the strength of the armed forces
into Afghanistan.

I am not trying to complain about
President Obama, nor am I suggest-
ing that he is a “bad” president. I
think that his attempts to make peace
are certainly noteworthy and the right
thing to do.

Nevertheless, the Nobel Peace Prize
committee should have waited to award
him the prize until after he kept his
promises. It has only been nine months;
he could not have done very much. Of
course, the very fact that President
Obama was awarded this prize prompts
doubts and questions.

A promise really means a lot to a
teenager. When a teacher breaks a
promise to not give homework on the
weekends, that teacher goes from
being the most loved to the most
hated within one class period. Simi-
larly, if a student cheats on a test – and
every student promises not to do so at
the beginning of the year by signing
various honor codes that their teach-
ers create – his or her reputation sud-
denly is destroyed. In addition, bro-
ken promises have destroyed plenty
of great friendships.

We learn this reliance on promises
at a young age: when mom and dad
promise to buy us candy if we’re
good, or when a friend promises to
return a book or toy that we lent to
him or her. When our parents “forget”
to buy us that candy, or when that
friend doesn’t return the book – or
worse, returns it in terrible condition

when they promised to take care of it
– faith in that person is lost.

Promises are the tool a teenager uses
to decide whether or not to trust some-
one. The more one lies about what he
intends to do, the less he will be trusted.

Perhaps that is the reason for the
lowered approval ratings of leaders, not
only in America, but also all over the
world. Promises were made during cam-
paigns that the candidate just couldn’t
keep.

For instance, George Bush Sr.
promised that he would not raise taxes,
but with the advent of a war, he was
forced to break this promise, to the
anger of the American people.

But there is another way to break a
promise. I like to call it “passive prom-
ise-breaking.” This comes about when
a person postpones the fulfillment of
a promise, or sometimes does not do
what he or she says will be done.

President Obama has broken his
promises in this manner. Obviously,
there is still plenty of time left in his
term for him to mend these promises,
but at the moment, not enough of
them – especially those having to do
with peace – have been accomplished
to warrant his winning of the Nobel
Peace Prize.

President Obama is not the only
leader who has disappointed
America’s children and teenagers with
postponed or broken promises. For
years and years of campaigns, candi-
dates have made promises they could
not keep, whether or not they knew
they would not be able to keep them.

Divorced parents break their wed-
ding vows, and their promises to their
children: “I promise Daddy and I still
love each other and won’t get di-
vorced.” Businesses break promises
not to lower wages, or not to lay off
workers. Broken promises are every-
where. So, who will set the example
for teenagers to follow?

Teenagers need proof and prom-
ises. We are naturally cynical and
skeptical. We tend to doubt people on
their word alone. This is why so many
were confused that the Nobel Peace
Prize was awarded to a president of
nine months.

He has not had the time to accom-
plish any of his promises. The award
only caused students to doubt him
more. All we have is his word and a
string of promises left unfulfilled.

Michal Sagal is a senior at Westfield
High School.
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UCC Celebrates Founders’
Day on Friday, October 16

CRANFORD – On Friday, October
16, Union County College (UCC) will
celebrate Founders’ Day with events
on its Cranford campus, located at
1033 Springfield Avenue. This event
is free and open to the public.

This year’s celebration will kick
off at 10:30 a.m. in the Victor M.
Richel Student Commons with a
Founders’ Day Lecture given by
Clement Price, who will present “Pub-
lic History As Civic Duty.”

Mr. Price’s lecture will examine
the deepening importance of the work
of public historians and the resonance
of their labors in the civic sphere.
Following the lecture will be a re-
sponse to Mr. Price’s remarks from
members of the history department
on the place of public history at the
community college.

From 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m., the
celebration will continue with the
annual Founders’ Day Concert by
Kevin Kane, who will present “As

American as Apple Pie: Traditional
and Original American Folk Songs.”

The celebration will wrap up from
12:30 to 1 p.m. with the annual wreath-
laying ceremony at the Franklin
Roosevelt Maple Tree led by the
Cranford Fire Department Bag Pip-
ers as everyone proceeds to the UCC
History Grove, located near the Sperry
Observatory.

At 1:15 p.m. in the History Grove,
members of the UCC History Club
will read a series of poems that speak
to and about history.

In addition, an exhibit on the his-
tory of Black baseball, which can be
seen at the new Yankee Stadium Mu-
seum, will be on display in the Richel
Commons.

Exhibit items depicting the history
of UCC will also be on display. Local
area historical societies will be on
hand to share information on the his-
tory of their towns.

For more information, visit ucc.edu.
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YEAR TWO BEGINS…Lincoln School Principal Audrey Zavetz, center, is
pictured with the two co-presidents of the Lincoln PTO, Rena Baretz, left, and
Deanne Hampton-Cheng. The women are preparing for Lincoln’s second year.
Lincoln is a Westfield public school serving pre-K, kindergarten and Leaps and
Bounds programs.

Ghost of Deserted Village
Founder to Lead Tours

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – In 1845,
David Felt built a mill along the Blue
Brook, two dams to supply waterpower
for that mill, and an entire town on the
bluff above the mill to house the people
who would work there. The town be-
came known as Feltville. Today, it is
more commonly known as the De-
serted Village.

On Saturday and Sunday, October
17 and 18, the ghost of David Felt will
return to lead tours of the factory town
that once housed hundreds of workers
and family members. The mile-long
tours, which start at 2 p.m. each day,
occur during the weekend-long open
house of the historic site, as part of
Union County’s “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” celebration.

The 25 sites open to the public free of
charge during “Four Centuries in a
Weekend” are grouped into five his-
toric themes that describe periods of
major changes from colonial times un-
til the early 1920s.

Visitors can select a cluster of sites to
tour, or mix and match from all 25
locations that include the grand homes
of the Early Aristocracy; the settings
for the dangerous Revolutionary War
years; modest examples of hard Farm
Life; the successful undertakings of
Commerce and Industry, and the gran-
deur and comfort of the Victorian Re-
sorts and Suburbs.

Activities will occur at the Deserted
Village from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday, October 17, and from noon to
5 p.m. on Sunday, October 18. Most of
the village’s buildings and grounds can
be seen from a hayride, which will run
continuously both days. Visitors may
pick up a map and narrative at any time
in the Feltville parking lot for a self-
guided tour.

A hands-on demonstration of apples
being pressed into cider will be ongo-
ing. Elsewhere in the village, visitors
can hear the director of the Feltville
Archaeology Project explain how the
site of Mr. Felt’s house was discovered.

Nearby, children can play old-fash-
ioned games. All of these activities are
offered free of charge. Light refresh-
ments and fresh farm produce may be
purchased at the General Store. Picnic
tables are available for families want-
ing to pack a lunch.

The public can enter the Deserted
Village via Cataract Hollow Road, off
of Glenside Avenue on the Berkeley
Heights side of the Watchung Reserva-
tion. Those attending should wear warm
clothes and sturdy walking shoes.

Information about all 25 “Four Cen-
turies in a Weekend” sites is available
from the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs by calling
(908) 558-2550 or visiting ucnj.org/
cultural/4centuries/index.html.
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The Great Pumpkin Fair
Returns to Franklin School

THE GREAT AND POWERFUL PUMPKIN FAIR…The pumpkin fair returns
to Franklin School in Westfield on Saturday, October 24.

WESTFIELD – After many years
at Roosevelt Intermediate School, the
annual Pumpkin Fair will be held
once again at the Franklin Elemen-
tary School, located at 700 Prospect
Street in Westfield, on Saturday, Oc-
tober 24, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Franklin Parent Teacher Orga-
nization (PTO) is gearing up for this
Franklin School tradition to be a suc-
cessful event, filled with family fun.

Attendees can enjoy the haunted
house, a musical cookie walk, funky
face painting, creepy crafts, games,
prizes, live goldfish, food and baked
goods.

People can try their luck at the class
basket raffles. Baskets, ranging in
value from $100 to $200, include

delights to please everyone, from spa
treatments and beauty supplies for
mom to sports tickets and iTunes for
dad; they also feature movie tickets,
games, Nintendo DS and Wii items.

Tickets are $1 each or 25 tickets for
$20. All proceeds from the baskets go
directly back to the teachers to en-
hance their classrooms.

The Pumpkin Fair will take place
rain or shine, and proceeds will ben-
efit the Franklin PTO.

Highlander Band Hosts
Marching Band Tourney

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
2008 Atlantic States marching band
champions – the Highlander Band of
Governor Livingston High School –
will host its 38th band pageant at the
high school on Sunday, October 18.

Having won its first two competi-
tions this season, the band’s sights
are set once again on another strong
year. Nine other high school march-
ing bands from across the northern
half of the state and as far away as
Pennsylvania will converge on Gov-
ernor Livingston, competing for top
marks as they vie for the champion-
ship in the official Tournament of
Bands “Chapter X” League.

The band pageant tests students
with interwoven maneuvers while
they play concert-quality music.
High-schoolers undergo an intense
training regime aided by advanced
choreography software to prepare for
the show.

In addition, each band wears elabo-

rate uniforms. The Highlander Band,
in its signature Royal Stuart Scottish
Tartan, is celebrating its 50th year.

The band is trying to re-establish
contact with all alumni over the last
half-century. Those who were in the
band or were a band parent should
send an e-mail to
glhighlanderband@gmail.com.

The pageant is geared for the entire
family. Hot food, snacks, sodas and
souvenirs will be available to comple-
ment the show.

The performances start at 1 p.m.;
tickets are $8 ($6 for seniors and
kids), and nearby parking with a
shuttle-bus will be available courtesy
of Alcatel Lucent (Bell Labs) off
Glenside Road in Berkeley Heights.
For directions and more information,
visit highlanderband.org.

CHAMPIONS…The Highlander Band
performs its winning show in late Sep-
tember at Jefferson Township. Pic-
tured, front row, from left to right, are:
Robert Kaylor, Mike Lipere and Joey
Dryer; middle row, Amanda Price and
Jeremy Klein; back row, Morris
Germansky and Kevin Lee.


