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Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.

Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2009 Petro. P_09376

Switch to Petro and see why more people choose us as their total 
home comfort provider over any other heating oil company. 

Call today! 866.254.7645
petro.com

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Psychological Help Ought
 Not Be Seen as ‘Crazy’
AREA – That’s a stigma from the

1950s that is not true. Research has
revealed that people in psychotherapy
are brighter than average, more pro-
ductive in the work place and have
less acting out, self-destructive be-
haviors after completing their course
of therapy. People report a more en-
livened life, freer than before from
anxiety, depression or relational dis-
tress.

Dr. Amber M. Johnson, a licensed
clinical psychologist, provides a free
consultation to help people determine
if her skills will be of benefit to them.
Individuals may contact her at (908)
322-2050 or via e-mail at
drsarpyjohnson@gmail.com.

If a person’s car wasn’t running
well and he or she didn’t feel safe on
the road, how much would that per-
son pay in a year to repair it? Would
they be willing to spend that much on
their own wellbeing?

To help individuals decide finan-
cial viability, Dr. Johnson participates
with Aetna and Horizon Blue Cross
Blue Shield of NJ PPO plans, Medi-
care, is a member of the Hoffman La
Roche EAP Program, can work with
out-of-network benefit plans and
takes all major credit cards.

Paid Bulletin Board
Goleader.com/express

VENICE ANYONE?...Westfield Leader reporter Linda Condrillo takes a break
in St. Mark’s square in Venice, Italy to display a copy of her favorite newspaper,
The Leader. The week-long Venician getaway started from Marco Polo airport
with tours in and around Venice, including the lagoon islands of Murano and
Burano, museums, an apartment on a dead end canal, restaurants and walking
tours through the major points of interest.

Criticism of Sewerage Authority
By GOP Leader Was Unjustified

I am writing in response to an article
that appeared on the front page of the
Union County section of the Star-Ledger
on Thursday, October 8. That article ac-
cuses the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) of “excessive spending.”
The accusation is based on a recent Open
Public Record Act request that was made
at the urging of Assembly Minority Leader
Alex DeCroce. I commend Mr. DeCroce
for his concern about excessive spending
by public agencies, but the conclusions
made by his investigators are misleading
and overstated.

While I am the manager of regulatory
compliance for the Rahway Valley Sew-
erage Authority, I am not writing in my
capacity as an authority employee. I am
writing as a concerned citizen who is also
a fellow taxpayer and ratepayer. While I
do not live in the RVSA service area, I do
have friends and relatives that live in the
service area so I am writing with their
interests in mind as well as the interests of
all of the ratepayers in the service area.

First a correction of a misstated fact is
in order. RVSA has a population of about
200,000 in its service area (based on the
2000 census), even though the number
has been stated as 300,000 by RVSA in
the past. Assuming that the average house-
hold has three residents, there are about
66,000 households that are RVSA
ratepayers. This is not including the in-
dustries, businesses and other commer-
cial establishments in the service area.
That means that a Christmas party at a
cost of $4,520 reflects a charge to each
household of $0.07 and that is without
accounting for the amount that would be
borne by businesses and industry. It was
suggested that the authority spend less
then $800 for a Christmas party attended
by 26 people. That would be less then $30
per head so, obviously, Mr. DeCroce does
not have a sit down dinner in mind, which
is fine.

There was also a statement about RVSA
wasting money by sending employees to
conferences. For one of those confer-
ences about $7,000 was spent to send two

employees to the Water Environment
Federation (WEF) National Conference
in Washington, D.C. That means the cost
of attending that conference per house-
hold was about $0.11 for the year or
literally $0.01 per month for that billing
year. Now bear in mind that the WEF
National Conference is the main confer-
ence for wastewater professionals, pro-
vides tremendous opportunities for net-
working, full scale displays of the latest
equipment and technologies and provides
some of the best seminars relevant to the
wastewater industry including tours of
state-of-the-art facilities. Over 10,000
people from all over the country attend
this conference. In short, this is a forum
that should benefit the ratepayers in the
long run by providing continuing educa-
tion to the RVSA professionals respon-
sible for the operation and maintenance
of a very significant capital investment
(probably on the order of $0.5 billion or
more when considering the existing fa-
cilities in conjunction with the recent
upgrade.)

People will spend $80 per month for
cable, $40 per month or more for a cell
phone, $30 per month or more for bottled
water, $30 per month for Internet service,
and $150 per month for some vice like
cigarettes, a night out, cigars, lottery tick-
ets or whatever, but tell them they have to
spend $58 per month for wastewater treat-
ment (that would be a bill of $700 per
year) and they are incensed, especially if
the fee was $29 per month last year. When
you think of the overall improvement in
water quality and the protection that
RVSA’s treatment facilities provide to
our waterways and to the Jersey beaches
(a significant and precious state resource
that accounts for much of New Jersey’s
tourism), the convenience of indoor
plumbing and the fact that you don’t have
to deal with periodic pumping out of a
septic system, or worse yet a failed sys-
tem, in my opinion, makes this service fee
a bargain.

Anthony Gencarelli
Edison

Letters to the Editor

If You Are Undecided, Please Take
Time to View My Video Interview

Letters to the Editor

I want to thank The Westfield Leader
for recently giving me the opportunity to
discuss the many important issues facing
Westfield in this mayoral campaign. I
urge your readers to view the video ques-
tion and answer session of me and my
opponent on goleader.com/services/
video. These interviews are the closest
the present mayor has come to addressing
the key issues of the campaign. Unfortu-
nately, the interviews were conducted
separately and he has still refused to meet
me face to face to debate issues such as
escalating taxes, public safety and the
future of our downtown. The mayor’s
strategy has been to avoid, at all costs,
talking about the issues and his record or
lack thereof. Although we will meet on
Monday, October 19, for a “Meet the
Candidates Night,” the forum does not
afford sufficient time to discuss the im-
portant issues that deserve extensive dis-
cussion. It is impossible to outline your
position on these topics with anything
more than a sound bite given the 60 to 90
seconds we have to answer questions.

During his recorded video session, the
mayor’s responses to several issues are
particularly telling. I have stressed during
this campaign that the mayor has not
attended a single budget session during
his four years in office even though he
promised four years ago to scrutinize
every line item in the budget. The mayor
in the video, while comparing the budget
process to a movie, claims he is the “di-
rector.” Mr. Mayor, all movie directors
actually appear on the set and direct the
movie. How can you direct the budget
meetings without attending? The mayor
also avoids a direct question about the
sale of assets account. The mayor, in the
past two years, has drained over $2.5
million of that savings account. In the
S&P report, he assured the agency he will
increase fines and fees to replenish that
money. When asked what fines and fees
he would increase, he discussed increas-
ing dog and cat licenses! Does anyone
believe pet license increases will gener-
ate almost $3 million? The sad fact is that
this savings account is gone forever.

The final glaring area that strains the
imagination is the mayor’s response to
the complaint, of almost everyone in town,
that there is aggressive enforcement of
overtime parking fines. I have contended
that this policy is driving shoppers from
our downtown.

Incredibly, the mayor claims that only
1.5 tickets are written per hour! This
claim has to be fuzzy math. However,
even if true, why then do we have five
full-time parking enforcement employ-
ees and an additional full-time police
officer as their supervisor if so few tickets
are written? It takes seconds to write their
alleged one-and-a-half tickets in an hour.
What are they doing for the other seven-
and-three-quarter hours? Their only job
is to write tickets. The reality is they
churn out tickets on a constant basis.

Viewing my video interview and the
mayor’s interview will provide the vot-
ers, who have not made up their minds,
insight into the views we share on the
important issues facing our town. The
mayor has raised a significant amount of
money and soon you will be receiving
campaign literature sent to your home
making claims that I will not have the
money or proper forum to respond to. I
would hope that this election does not
turn into a popularity contest and the
voters will, instead, look to the individual
who has the background, experience and
drive to move Westfield forward. We live
in a great town, but we can do better.

If you are undecided, please take the
time to view my video at goleader.com/
services/video/09sep25-WFM-DEM.

Bill Brennan
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

FW Director of Recreation Corrects
‘Mistaken Impressions’ of Commission

For those of your readers who might
have viewed or read a transcript of the
recent interview that your newspaper con-
ducted with the two Republican candi-
dates, Messrs. Manduca and Szuch, for
Fanwood Council, I’d like to correct a
couple of mistaken impressions that they
may have gotten about the Fanwood Rec-
reation Commission.

First, the interviewer, Mr. Peyton, char-
acterized my job, Fanwood Director of
Recreation, as a “full-time position.” To
the best of my knowledge, it has been a
paid, part-time position for at least the last
couple of decades, and still is. It pays a
very modest part-time salary.

Second, on at least two occasions
Messrs. Manduca and Szuch referred to
the bingo games that the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission runs, implying that’s
about all we do. In the five years that I’ve
been involved with the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission — two years as a Com-
missioner and then three as the Director
of Recreation — we have never run a
bingo game. But here are some of the
things we do run: Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest; Holiday Celebration at
the Fanwood Train Station; Easter Egg
Hunt; Summer Party in the Park; free
summer movie series; four weekly exer-
cise programs for our senior community;
a variety of after-school programs for
children; various summer camps, includ-
ing baseball, soccer, basketball, science,
computer technology, chess, pony and
tennis; the eight-week, sold-out Summer
Park Program, commonly referred to as
“Fanwood Camp;” teach-your-child-how-
to-ride-a-two-wheel-bicycle program; the
allocation of athletic fields for various
children and adult sports leagues, and the
Fanwood Recreation website. If there are
Fanwood residents interested in bingo

games, I’m confident we could run that
too.

Your readers might also be interested
to know that over the last three years
we’ve significantly expanded the number
of recreation programs we offer to our
community, while at the same time elimi-
nating the Assistant Recreation Director
position and experiencing about a 20 per-
cent reduction in the Recreation budget.

Messrs. Manduca and Szuch also talked
about what sounded like an eager pool of
volunteers ready to help out Fanwood
Recreation. Volunteers are the backbone
of Fanwood Recreation; it is because of
the dedication and energy of volunteers,
beginning with our commissioners, that
Fanwood Recreation has been able to
offer so many popular programs to our
community. So, Messrs. Manduca and
Szuch, if you do know of these people,
please have them contact me at
rec@visitfanwood.com. The Recreation
Commission and I would welcome their
help.

Bob Budiansky
Fanwood Director of RecreationFormer Westfield Mayor Jardim (D)

Criticizes Mayor Skibitsky (R)
As has been reported in the pages of

this newspaper, the candidates for local
public office in Westfield will be debat-
ing each other on Monday, October 19.
And one question that should surely be
asked of current mayor Andy Skibitsky is
why he broke his pledge made in his last
election campaign to stop selling town
assets to pay for the town’s annual oper-
ating budget.

Four years ago, Mayor Skibitsky de-
cried using funds from the sale of town
assets to “prop up” the town’s regular
operating budget. In fact, he was quoted
in this newspaper as saying such a prac-
tice is “not good business management.
That’s not how you run a business. That’s
like taking a piece of your land and selling
it every year to pay your electric bill.”
Andy even called it an “Enron-style ac-
counting tactic.”

Strong language, indeed. But, unfortu-
nately for Westfield taxpayers, Andy
didn’t follow his own advice. In 2009’s
municipal budget, Mayor Skibitsky and
the council used $2.1 million of the town’s
“Sale of Assets” account to “prop up” the
town’s operating budget (but still taxes
increased 5.5 percent). And in 2008, the
mayor and council used $431,000 of town
assets to pay for current operating expen-
ditures (while increasing taxes that year

by 9.38 percent).
Perhaps more troubling is the fact that,

at the same time the mayor was draining
the town’s asset fund to pay for current
operations, it was also using all of its
annual surplus to fund those operations –
a stark and unwise departure from previ-
ous town budget practices. In 2009, the
town depleted its entire surplus of $2.7
million for its 2009 budget; in 2008, it
used its entire surplus of $3.78 million,
and in 2007, it emptied $4 million of its
surplus funds to pay for current budget
obligations.

In the last mayoral election campaign,
Andy rightly criticized one-time budget
gimmicks like using sale of assets funds
by asking, “What are you going to do
when that runs out?” Well, that time has
now come, and it has come on Mayor
Skibitsky’s watch.

Hopefully, our local elected officials
will now make a serious and sustained
effort to stop the ever-increasing rise of
our property taxes. They can do this by
putting an end to one-shot gimmicks, and
by turning their attention to meaningful
efforts to cut spending in the municipal
budget.

Thomas Jardim
Westfield and Former Mayor
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