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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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Absentee Ballots Ensure Votes Are
Cast; It’s Democratic, Not Democrat

Thank You for Helping
Find Our Lost Dog

I would like to thank all the good Sa-
maritans that helped us find our lost dog
on Friday. To those who helped us chase
her down Martine Avenue this morning,
to those volunteers that drove around in
search of her this afternoon, and to the
young man who chased her into Westfield
and caught her... We are overjoyed and
overwhelmed with your kindness.

Thank you so very much. And a big
thank you to the Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Westfield police departments for their
assistance. We adopted Priscilla two days
ago from Friends of Linden Animal Shel-
ter. She was clearly abused at one point in
her life and was very afraid. Thank you
for showing her that she can trust humans
again and for bringing her back home to
us.

Peter and Nicole Cole
Fanwood

Fanwood Lions Invite
New Members to Club
In 1949, the Fanwood Lions Club

(Christmas Tree Club) came into exist-
ence. Over the next 60 years, many
changes occurred. Members came and
went, either by moving or being called by
a higher power.

Over the years, meetings were held at
the Old Maple Tree Inn, which is now a
gas station, and then to Snuffy’s, where
sawdust adorned the floors, and which is
now Pantagis. Meeting places may have
changed, but not the timber of the mem-
bers of this fun-loving club.

Women can now be called Lions, in-
stead of Lionesses, since women are wel-
comed as members.

The club’s fundraisers made much
money for the visually impaired, which is
the organization’s main area of service.

Lionism is not just an American orga-
nization, but stretches to Europe and the
Orient. Clubs may have different faces,
but all have the same aim: help the less
fortunate of the world.

The Fanwood Lions has worked many
years raising money for the community.
The club erects the crèche at Christmas at
the north side of the railroad station and
has successful Christmas Tree sales. This
in most part is due to the hard work of the
members, but most of all, to the great
support it gets from the community.

Scholarships are awarded to students
from Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Three
$1,500 scholarships are awarded. White
Cane Drives are held, and all monies
collected are given to the visually im-
paired. Working at the Recycling Center,
collecting old eyeglasses and hearing aids,
which are brought to New Eyes for the
Needy in Millburn, and participating in
Adopt-A-Highway are other areas in
which club members excel.

As time marches on, so does the
Fanwood Lions Club. The organization is
looking for new members. Lionism – is it
for you? Do you want to build a brighter
future for the world and yourself? Do you
want to help those less fortunate? Do you
believe in community service and the
improvements to such? If the answer is
yes to any of them, please contact me.

Not above you, not beneath you, but
with you. Happy 60th Birthday!

Phyllis Fischer
Past President, Fanwood Lions Club

Are You Truly Being Represented By
Your Elected Officials in Trenton?

The Gift of Kindness of Special Shoes
For a Special Little Boy in Need

The NJ Extortion Assoc., Oh, Pardon
Me; The NJ Education Association

Proposed Crosswalk to
Franklin School

‘Endangers Many’
Recently, there have been many in-

quiries into the proposed crosswalk on
the corner of Sinclair and Highland. As a
local resident who uses this intersection
to get to Franklin [School in Westfield], I
have many concerns in addition to those
mentioned by the Karnofsky’s and the
use of their driveway.

The idea that all pedestrians who are
headed towards Franklin need to be fun-
neled into one corner of the intersection to
avoid having to cross twice is ridiculous.
I would much rather cross twice in safer
areas than in a heavily trafficked one.
Utilizing both sides of the road also, logi-
cally, funnels all pedestrians to the inter-
section at Lawrence Avenue where a
trusted crossing guard is on duty.

The temporary lines that have been
painted across Highland Avenue bring
pedestrians from one hidden view to an-
other hidden corner including utility poles
and hedges that obstruct the view of people
to cars and vice versa. By removing the
walkways from the busiest part of the
intersection (at Sinclair/Highland) and
moving them slightly farther towards
Colonial/Highland and Alden/Highland,
pedestrians will have a far better view of
oncoming traffic.

I truly do not understand why the town
will not consider alternatives that make
the local residents feel safer instead of
sticking to the proposed site, which out-
rages and endangers many. I do hope,
however, that much more thought is given
before proceeding with the current pro-
posed plan.

Jayne Summers
Jerri Tanella

Westfield

How outrageous it is that the very people
we entrust to be qualified to educate our
children, not only in their scholarly pur-
suits but in the ways of the world, could be
considered so gullible as to believe that
Governor Jon Corzine has their best inter-
ests at heart.

The N.J. Extortion Assoc., oh, pardon
me; I stand corrected, the N.J. Education
Association (NJEA), seems to think so.
They are spending millions of dollars in
an attempt to scare teachers into voting
for Corzine by claiming that if elected
Chris Christie would eliminate teacher
pensions and lay teachers off. Last I heard,
the governor did not possess the power to
issue pink slips to our local educators and
teacher contracts were negotiated with
local school boards.

Our teachers should be insulted that
their union bosses think so little of them
and their ability to understand the issues
that they would expect them to actually
support someone who would raid teacher

pension funds to cover budgetary short-
falls and use one-shot revenues, which
are not guaranteed to be there next year, to
fund a new school aid formula. Further
the NJEA appears to be mistaken about
who would do what as this undoubtedly
sounds like the work of Jon Corzine and
not the priorities of Chris Christie.

With Jon Corzine worried about no one
but himself and the union bosses worried
about no one but themselves, it is easy to
see that Chris Christie is the only one who
is concerned about the futures of our
teachers and about our children. Christie
is the only one ready and willing to make
the tough decisions necessary to make
recurring education funding a priority.

The teachers should not buy into the
lies of the NJEA union bosses and recog-
nize them for what they are – 100 percent
untrue.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Regarding your [The Westfield Leader/
Times] October 8 Editorial, “Election Day
Voting Should Be in Person, Not By Mail
or ACORN”:

Many Americans have moved to ab-
sentee ballots to ensure that their vote is
cast – and counted. And, paper ballot and
pen is the most reliable way to vote.

In fact, Germany has recently outlawed
computer voting calling it “Unconstitu-
tional.”

I don’t know how many voters would
keep their money in banks using comput-
ers, but without paper records of their
transactions? After the 2000 election, I
began to vote by absentee ballot.

Why the rush? Nor is this move to early
voting by absentee ballot any surprise
since more than 30 states now allow some
form of early voting, double the number
that did in 2000. This more convenient
form of voting early reached record num-
bers in 2008, accounting for about one-
third of all votes.

And I’m sure we all remember Ohio
2004 - “I stood in line four years ago for

three hours at Ohio State” – Voter inter-
view/ABC News

In Ohio 2004, voters were kept waiting
in pouring rain for hours and hours be-
cause too few voting machines were pro-
vided and many never got to vote before
they had to leave and/or before the polls
closed. Others were misdirected away
from their legal polling places.

Early voting ensures voters have a
chance to get to the polls. Congratula-
tions to the Division of Elections for
encouraging voting and giving assistance.

I also want to mention that I heartily
agree with Tom Matro’s letter of October
1 and his comments in regard to the proper
use of the adjective “Democratic” when
referring to the Democratic Party rather
than substituting the noun “Democrat” as
promoted by the Republicans in their
McCarthy era-style attack. Such petty
and puerile behavior should be discour-
aged rather than imitated.

Barbara Briemer
Westfield

A staff member from our pediatric long-
term care center in Mountainside was
shopping for a new pair shoes for one of
our residents. Often, our staff will take
personal time to shop for “our kids.”

When Toni Pulcine, a restorative certi-
fied nursing assistant with Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, arrived at the Kohl’s
retail store in South Plainfield, she was
approached by a sales associate to help
her find a very special pair of sneakers.
These sneakers needed to fit new molded
leg splints for a little boy in our care. After
a number of trips back and forth to the
storeroom, the associate finally found a
pair of sneakers that fit the child’s new
splints perfectly.

The associate said he would hold onto
the shoes until Toni was finished with her
shopping. When Toni returned to retrieve
her shoes, the associate smiled and said
the shoes have already been paid for. The
associate asked me to tell the little boy
that “Uncle Dave” had bought him a new

pair of shoes.
David Christie, from South Plainfield,

purchased the shoes without hesitation.
What a wonderful gesture of kindness.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts,
and we’re sure our little guy loves his new
pair of shoes.

Mr. Christie shares his compassionate
nature and caring values with his em-
ployer, Kohl’s retail stores. Kohl’s has a
long history of supporting Children’s
Specialized Hospital and our services. In
fact, just this week Kohl’s visited our
inpatient rehabilitation hospital in New
Brunswick to present our Foundation with
a donation of $420,093. It’s through their
generous support that we have been able
to fund many fun community events and
vital educational programs that have
reached thousands of community mem-
bers throughout New Jersey.

Amy B. Mansue
President and CEO

Children’s Specialized Hospital

At a Town Hall in Cranford in January
2008, I challenged the governor to em-
brace his own template for identifying
inessential services based on his shut-
down of state government in 2006, em-
brace voter-driven Initiative and Refer-
endum, as well as a simplified recall
mechanism, and back a narrower inter-
pretation of the State Constitution as per-
tains to “thorough and efficient educa-
tion”.

He was forthright in his defense of the
status quo. It was reported in another
newspaper recently that – should the
Governor be reelected, we are looking at
closing a structural budget gap by further
deferrals in contributions to the state pen-
sion system; a potential reduction in force
of up to 2000 state employees, which

would likely trigger givebacks built into
the contracts he renegotiated with the
unions; a potential continuation of an
income tax surcharge on the wealthy; not
fully funding state aid to local school
districts, and factoring in another $2 bil-
lion in one-time federal stimulus money.

Is this really the structural change that
the people of New Jersey are seeking, or
is this more of the status quo? I concluded
my letter last year by observing that those
with a stake in things as they are, are being
well-represented and are lining up to de-
fend their interests. I ask again: what is
your stake in New Jersey’s future and are
you truly being represented by your
elected officials in Trenton?

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Westfield Councilman Arena Refutes
LaPorta’s Assertions Made in Letter

I read Tony LaPorta’s recent letter to
The Westfield Leader and felt a response
was in order.

Mr. LaPorta has the unenviable task of
trying to make a case against Mayor
Skibitsky’s record for his opponent, Bill
Brennan. I say it is an unenviable be-
cause, in spite of these very difficult times,
Westfield continues to be enthusiastically
recognized on many fronts as one of the
great towns in the land to live, raise a
family, dine and shop.

To wit, only several weeks ago The
New York Times had a full-page article
chronicling Westfield and its many envi-
able features that make it a destination
sought by so many. And in fact last
Sunday’s Star-Ledger had a feature ar-
ticle on Westfield’s attraction to people
as far away as Japan. For those of you that
have not seen the article, a Japanese film
production company is shooting a film in
the United States and selected our great
town over countless others.

On top of all this on October 3 in
Hershey, Pennsylvania, Westfield was
recognized as one of the three finalists in
the national America in Bloom competi-
tion in the Floral Display and Urban For-
estry contest (Not bad for our first year in
the competition!).

These accolades may be viewed by Mr.
LaPorta and Mr. Brennan as subjective –
although I hope not. However, what is not
subjective is that Westfield recently gar-
nered a AAA rating from Standard and
Poor’s, which is their highest credit rat-
ing. This is one of the many outstanding
results achieved under Mayor Skibitsky’s
leadership.

For a moment, I ask that we now look
at Mr. Brennan’s record as a mayoral
candidate as it relates to his leadership,
management and organizational capabili-
ties. Leadership is about a person enlist-

ing the aid and support of others in the
accomplishment of common tasks. Yet,
the individual Mr. LaPorta wants to lead
Westfield in these most difficult of times
was unable to get one person of the thou-
sands and thousands in the Second Ward
to run on Mr. Brennan’s team.

If Mr. Brennan cannot manage and
organize the most basic and fundamental
aspect of a mayoral campaign, how can
we expect him to be an effective leader at
the helm of the “Good Ship” Westfield?

I believe this inability to inspire and
team build should be strongly considered
by all those that will be voting this No-
vember 3.

Frank Arena
Westfield First Ward Councilman

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dehiscence – In botany, a bursting or

splitting open of a seed capsule
2. Degravation – The act of making

heavy
3. Tripudiation – The act of dancing
4. Thionic – Containing or derived

from sulfer

ROG
1. To trade or barter
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. To shake

TILBURY
1. A two-wheeled carriage for two per-

sons
2. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
3. A thorny plant; Christ’s-thorn
4. A hat maker; haberdasher

TASCO
1. A purse or money pouch
2. A sort of clay for making melting

pots
3. An eyepatch
4. A wolverine; badger

YUKKEL
1. Characterized by an ashy, white com-

plexion
2. The green woodpecker
3. The prickly pear
4. A scallop or large mollusk

Mayor Viglianti Will Be Missed
By Mountainside Community

Mountainside this week lost not only a dedicated
public servant but also a true friend of the borough
with the death of long-time Mayor Robert Viglianti.
Mayor Bob or Mr. Mountainside, as he was known,
had served in public service since the late 1970s
when he was first elected to the borough council. He
served as mayor since 1988.

A long-time borough resident, he grew up in
Westfield where he graduated from Westfield High
School in 1958 and where he ran his dental supplies
company for many years.

But he loved Mountainside, where he spent count-
less hours running the borough’s affairs. Given his
dedication to his volunteer position of mayor, even
going as far as taking on administrator duties when
a full-time administrator was on staff, the borough
opted to turn the borough administrator post from
full-time to part-time at the recommendation of a
former administrator.

Mr. Viglianti replaced Bruce Geiger in the late
1980s when the former owner of Geiger’s Restau-
rant opted not to seek a second term. Prior to that,
Mayor Viglianti was council president, a position
from which he showed his true leadership skills.

Long-time colleagues have called him a friend
who they could always count on and whose message
and goals were always clear. He and former council-
man and good friend, Ron Romak, built a building
for their businesses, Westfield Brace and Suburban
Alarm, respectively, on Central Avenue in Westfield.
They met while members of the Mountainside Vol-
unteer Rescue Squad. The mayor, then a council-
man, recruited Mr. Romak to join the borough coun-
cil.

Over the years, Mayor Viglianti was never afraid

to speak his mind but always put Mountainside first.
Last year, he sent a strongly worded letter to Gover-
nor Jon Corzine explaining how the borough was
working hard to reduce property taxes through shar-
ing services with other communities, while also
trying to negotiate with one of its collective bargain-
ing units.

“Governor there is no waste in our community, and
it is an insult to my community for you or Trenton to
suggest that there is. In a recent speech, you men-
tioned that one way that communities, such as
Mountainside, could save tax dollars is through
tougher negotiated contracts with our employees.
Governor this was not possible… We offered em-
ployees a 3 percent per year increase for three years.
They rejected the offer and filed for mediation and
arbitration. The State of New Jersey appointed an
arbitrator that granted the union a 4 plus percent
award per year for four years.” He said the arbitrator
also refused to mandate that union members contrib-
ute to their health costs “at the same level as the
private sector.”

Mayor Viglianti only sought higher office once, in
1996, when he ran unsuccessfully for Union County
Freeholder. Borough Attorney John Post told The
Westfield Leader that the mayor was challenged in
General Elections earlier in his mayoral tenure but
not in recent years, as he believes residents saw the
long hours and devotion to the office that Mayor Bob
gave the borough.

Mayor Viglianti will be missed not only for his
leadership and dedication, but mostly as the best
friend Mountainside ever had. We need more public
servants like him in the future who put the interests
of their constituents ahead of their own.

See more letters on page 5

goleader.com/help

Next Week, Local Candidates
Go On Public Display

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Union
County candidates for local offices will address the
public next week at local forums, which will also be
televised. The public is urged to attend these forums or
to watch them on TV. We also invite you to view the
interviews with the candidates online at goleader.com/
videos. There are also candidate bios on the website.

Our towns have good candidates, and they have
been working hard to reach you with their ideas and
positions. It’s now time for you, the public, to pay
attention as Election Day, Tuesday, November 3, is
near at hand.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times with the League of Women Voters
(LOWV) are sponsoring candidate forums for the
public in Westfield [Monday, October 19 starting at

7:30 p.m.], Fanwood [Tuesday, October 20 starting at
8 p.m.] and Scotch Plains [Thursday, October 22
starting at 7:30 p.m.]. Each event will be held at the
respective Town Halls and televised by local cable
access TV.

The Candidates Forum for Union County Free-
holder and Surrogate candidates will be held at the
Cranford Municipal Building on Thursday, October
22 at 7 p.m.

Be informed and vote. Election Day is Tuesday,
November 3. The annual pre-election edition of the
newspaper will be Thursday, October 29.

There is no better time than now to demonstrate the
strength of our Democracy. It’s your involvement in
the election and political process that makes us pow-
erful and secure.


