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WF DEM Campaign Release: Janice Siegel for Council

Siegel Calls for Ped. Safety Task Force

Lance Pushes to Make Reports
Available to Taxpayers

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In an ef-
fort to increase transparency and in-
crease fairness to taxpayers, Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has introduced
H.R. 3762, the “Congressional Re-
search Service Electronic Accessi-
bility Act of 2009.”

Specifically, the bipartisan legisla-
tion introduced with fellow freshman
Rep. Frank Kratovil (D-Md.) would
increase transparency and help citi-
zens become more informed and en-
gaged advocates by publishing Con-
gressional Research Service (CRS)
reports. Currently, CRS reports are
not readily available to the general
public.

“Making taxpayer-funded research
available to the American people is
good government,” Mr. Lance said.

“Our bill will allow for greater
transparency and ensure that non-
partisan, public policy reports that
are prepared with taxpayer funds for
members of Congress also be avail-
able to educators, students, members
of the news media and every citizen
across the country,” the congressman
said.

He said lawyers, economists, ref-
erence librarians and social, natural
and physical scientists of CRS offer
“invaluable research and analysis” to
members of Congress on all current
and emerging issues of national policy.
Mr. Lance said CRS has a “responsi-
bility” to ensure that members of the

House and Senate have available the
best possible information and analy-
sis on which to base the policy deci-
sions.

CRS is governed by requirements
for accuracy, objectivity, balance
and nonpartisanship – “the very sort
of analysis sought and valued by
engaged constituents,” Mr. Lance
said.

As a dedicated congressional sup-
port agency, CRS is joined by the
Government Accountability Office
(GAO) and the Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO) in providing Con-
gress with information and analysis.
While GAO and CBO reports are
already available to the public, CRS
reports are not.

“Across the country, citizens are
deeply and passionately engaged in
debates about the future of our coun-
try and the significant challenges we
face at home and abroad,” Rep.
Kratovil said.

“As the public debate has be-
come increasingly partisan and po-
larized, it is more important than
ever for citizens to have full access
to the same neutral, unbiased in-
formation that many of us rely on
to help us formulate important de-
cisions.”

A full copy of the legislation can
be viewed at the THOMAS  Library
of Congress by searching H.R. 3762
on the internet.

I have called for a citizens’ task
force to come up with recommenda-
tions to try and lessen fatalities, acci-
dents and near misses in Westfield.
With the latest pedestrian accident at
the corner of Elm and Quimby Streets,
the fourth accident at that intersec-
tion in the past year, the 10th pedes-
trian accident this year, including a
fatal one, I urged a new approach to
accomplish greater safety on our
streets.

The task force would do its work,
as other task forces have, with open
meetings for residents to present their
views about particular trouble spots
and discuss possible remedies. Writ-
ten submissions would also be wel-
come. Hopefully, TV-36 would cover
the proceedings. The idea would be
to try to decipher patterns and de-
velop suggestions to lessen the likeli-
hood of more tragedies.

Task force work would not be a
substitute for official town explora-
tion of safety measures. As mayoral
candidate Bill Brennan wrote in his
August 13 letter to The Westfield
Leader, there are several measures
the town can take to improve safety.
For instance, the town can use plain-
clothes police to enforce observance
of pedestrian-protection laws. The

town can seek a grant from the State
of New Jersey for a Town Crosswalk
Improvement Plan the way the Bor-
ough of Princeton did.

In making the task force proposal,
I noted that in 1999, two tragedies led
to reflection and solutions. The death
of two women pedestrians on East
Broad Street spurred redoubled ef-
forts that resulted in adoption of much-
needed safety measures. For many
years, the Religious School Commit-
tee of Temple Emanu-El, of which I
was co-chairman, sought a traffic light
at the intersection of East Broad and
Jefferson Streets. Local residents,
however, felt that a traffic light would
adversely affect the quiet of their
neighborhood. But the deaths of the
pedestrians galvanized the commu-
nity.

I, together with the director of the
religious school, met with police rep-
resentatives to discuss what became
a consensus solution. The town
adopted a recommendation to Union
County. The solution was pedestrian-
activated blinking lights together
with warning signs and an improved
crosswalk with lights. I hope that a
task force would develop similar
ideas that are practical and accept-
able to the town.

WF DEM Release: Brennan for Mayor

Brennan Would Create Tax Panel
There is no greater responsibility

than overseeing and safeguarding the
tax dollars we receive from our hard-
working citizens. Immediately upon
taking office, I will appoint a blue
ribbon panel of experts to join a
think tank and to review our budget
process and procedure. Many tal-
ented people have been involved in
local municipal finances over the
years and the town can certainly
benefit from their collective experi-
ence.

I will  ask
former mayors
and council-
men, from
both sides of
the aisle, to
join the panel
and generate a
report in a
matter of
months, not
years. We have
to start being
pro-active in-
stead of being
r e a c t i v e .
These experi-
enced, former
r e p r e s e n t a -
tives, along with several talented
citizens from the financial com-
munity, will be able to “think out-
side the box.” We are not going to
be able to stabilize taxes counting
rubber bands and paperclips. Un-
fortunately, when you are involved
in the budget process, it does not
allow the exploration of new ideas
and inventive approaches.

This panel will be able to brain-
storm in a non-pressurized manner
utilizing their experience from years
of service. I would hope that tal-
ented former councilmen, such as
Neil Sullivan, Carl Salisbury, Pete
Echausse and Larry Goldman, to
name a few, could be joined by
former Mayors Tom Jardim, Bud
Boothe and Rich Bagger, to form a
powerhouse tax panel. I truly be-
lieve the way to get things done is
not to worry about who gets the
credit.

If I am fortunate enough to be
elected mayor, I have also pledged to

attend every budget session and have
guaranteed that the budget meet-
ings will be open to the public. It
was particularly telling that the three
Republican candidates running with
the mayor, namely Mr. Loughlin,
Mr. Della Fera and Mr. Delaney, all
stated during their video interview
with The Leader that they want to
serve on the finance committee.
Well, if their running mate, the
mayor, gets re-elected, they have
no chance for that committee as-

signment. The
mayor only
appoints four
people to the
finance com-
mittee because
if five elected
officials are on
the committee,
it constitutes a
majority, and
the meetings,
by law, have to
be open to the
public.

At a mini-
mum, the fi-
nance commit-
tee will have

three returning members. So, gentle-
men, the only chance you have of
serving on the finance committee is
if I am elected since all members of
the council will attend the meetings
if I am mayor. There can be no
better example of why the meetings
should be open to all elected coun-
cil members since the mayor’s own
running mates all want to attend the
finance meetings.

These immediate changes will be
an important change from the poli-
cies of the present mayor, who has
not attended a budget meeting in
four years and directs that his fi-
nance committee meet behind closed
doors.

Participation in the budget process,
by all council members, meetings
that are open to the public and a blue
ribbon tax panel to review the budget
process will pay immediate dividends
and guarantee our taxpayers that their
hard-earned dollars are being well
spent.

RECENT ROADWORK…Fanwood Council President Donna Dolce and Coun-
cilman David Valian, both Democrats seeking re-election, review the recent
roadwork on Helen Street. The project addressed upgrading storm drains, new
Belgium block curbs and the reconstruction of the roadway with necessary
upgrades to sidewalks. The infrastructure improvements, they said, were par-
tially paid for with a New Jersey Department of Transportation grant. For more
information about the candidates and their campaign, visit fanwooddems.org.

FW GOP Release: Manduca, Szuch for Council

Progress on Developments Questioned
Republican candidates for the

Fanwood Borough Council, Mike
Szuch and Robert Manduca, re-
leased a statement noting the im-
portance of The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times for providing
“timely and accurate information
on local government matters.” They
cited an October 8, 2009 article on
the Fanwood Council agenda meet-
ing noting the current status of the
Fanwood downtown redevelopment
effort.

Mr. Szuch said the report by Bor-
ough Engineer Joseph Pryor demon-
strates that there are continuing prob-
lems with the Livingston-Wilbur
property the borough purchased last
year. “Every time this property is
discussed, there are more revelations
about contamination. I appreciate
that the facts come out in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. We certainly
do not get this information in the
borough’s Fanwoodian newsletter,”
Mr. Szuch said.

Mr. Manduca referred to a recent
article in the Star-Ledger, where
Mayor Colleen Mahr stated she ex-
pected a new building on the site
within three years. “Unless she al-
ready has a commitment in hand
from a potential buyer, this is just
wishful thinking,” Mr. Manduca
said. “The DEP is coming back on
October 21 for a consultation on the
building, and they have not tested
under the foundation yet.”

Mr. Szuch and Mr. Manduca
pointed out that the borough took a
loan last year to purchase the prop-
erty for $1.2 million. “We just can-
not understand why the mayor and
council would purchase this prop-
erty without a full environmental

assessment, especially as the ad-
joining Dean Oil property was con-
taminated. No resident of Fanwood
would have purchased that property
and certainly not for that kind of
money. That is likely why the coun-
cil did not put it up as a bond issue
for the voters to decide.”

Mr. Manduca stated that the coun-
cil engaged in speculation that the
property could be sold to a devel-
oper. “They borrowed money on
our future property tax dollars with
hopes that they could sell the prop-
erty off before the bill comes due.
We are already paying on the loan
interest and have to start paying on
the principal in two years. We sin-
cerely hope the mayor is successful
in her attempt to sell this; other-
wise, we face some very big tax
increases.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

William Brennan


