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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY…Tom Delaney, Westfield Republican candidate for the
the town council third ward seat, continues his walking tour as part of his
campaign pledge to ensure strong communication between town government and
constituents. Mr. Delaney, pictured left, discusses pedestrian safety with residents
of the town’s Manor Park section.

Trenton Hearings on
Gov. ‘Waste’ Continue
TRENTON — The state Assembly

Republican Policy Committee, chaired
by Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-
21, Westfield), is convening a public
hearing at the statehouse in Trenton
this Monday, October 19, to examine
waste in New Jersey government and
rising property taxes.

The hearing, in Room 209, is the
latest in a series conducted by the
committee over the past several
months. The panel is seeking witnesses
who have knowledge of waste in gov-
ernment or can offer expertise in prop-
erty taxes. Mr. Bramnick said prior
hearings produced “valuable informa-
tion” that is being used to draft new
legislation to fight corruption.

Assemblyman Bramnick is urging
any members of the public who are
interested in testifying on Monday to
contact his legislative office at (908)
232-2073. The hearing is scheduled
to begin at 10:30 a.m.

Asw. Munoz Comments on
Healthcare, Taxes, Spending

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE STATE HOUSE...Asw. Nancy Munoz (R-21) of Summit meets with Assign-
ment Editor Paul Peyton in the newspaper’s office in Westfield last Thursday to
discuss her ideas and re-election campaign.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz (R-21, Summit) said
replacing her late husband, Eric, in
the state Assembly last spring was
only fitting given that she often repre-
sented him at functions while he was
on duty as a trauma surgeon at Univer-
sity of Medicine and Dentistry of New
Jersey (UMDNJ). Mrs. Munoz and
her running mate Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) are chal-
lenged this election year by Demo-
crats Norman Albert and Bruce
Bergen, both of Cranford.

“[We] shared the same passion for
public service. While he did the as-
sembly, I was PTA/ PTO president at
all the levels at Summit High School
and (doing) volunteer work at orga-
nizations in Summit,” she said. “He
worked at least one (24-hour) day a
week in the hospital and so over the
last couple of years when he had to
go to an event I would go for him…
Senator Tom Kean and Assembly-
man Bramnick (both R-21, Westfield)
said that I started to be like the fourth
member of the team.”

Mrs. Munoz has a background in
nursing with a master’s as a clinical
nurse specialist. She was appointed
to serve on the health and senior
services and the human services com-
mittees in the assembly.

She is the prime sponsor of Ricky’s
Law, which requires an interlocking
admission device on vehicles oper-
ated by those persons convicted for
the first time of driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) and whose blood alcohol
content was .15 or higher. Eric Munoz
sponsored it. She also took over spon-
sorship of the Jessica Lunsford Act, a
law named after a nine-year-old who
was abducted from her Florida home,
assaulted and murdered. With the re-
cent death in jail of Jessica’s killer,
John Couey, Mrs. Munoz is pursuing
passage of the bill.

Mrs. Munoz said she is hopeful that
with its prime opponent, Assembly
Speaker Joseph Roberts (D-Camden),
leaving the legislature she believes
there is a better chance the bill, which
has 54 sponsors, will move forward.

When asked to comment on na-
tional healthcare legislation before
Congress, Mrs. Munoz said
healthcare reform is needed to lower
the costs, but she does not favor a
“government-run plan.”

“I think if we have a single-payer
government plan we won’t have com-
petition because they (the govern-
ment) will make the rules such that
we no longer have the ability to be
able to make the choice on our
healthcare insurance carrier,” Mrs.
Munoz said. “I think [we need] to
look for ways to unlock barriers on
health insurance.” She said New Jer-
sey has a list of 40 mandated services
that are required for health insurance in

the state that drive up the cost of policies.
“(We should) look for other options. It
doesn’t have to be all those mandates on
every single policy in New Jersey. We
should have some flexibility, which we
don’t have now.”

Mrs. Munoz said she feels New Jer-
sey needs “more advanced practice
nurses providing access to care,” noting
that there is a shortage of primary care
physicians. She said nurses could “be
the gateway to healthcare” by providing
preventive medicine for patients.

The assemblywoman was asked
how the state should address rising
state taxes. Mrs. Munoz pointed to
the GOP plan, which includes a pro-
posal to require a two-thirds favor-
able vote in the Legislature in order to
pass tax increases. Currently, only a
simple majority, 41 of the 80 assem-
bly members, is needed.

“There seems to be no stopping
this boulder (high taxes)…that’s roll-
ing down the hill to Trenton,” she
said. “It’s an overwhelming burden
on the taxpayers.”

She said public employees should
pay more into their pensions and
healthcare costs the way the private
sector does to reduce costs. “That’s a
first step,” she said. “We need to look
at ways the public sector is in line
with the private sector.”

In discussing property taxes, Mrs.
Munoz said she fears that Governor
Jon Corzine’s proposal to move K-8
districts into K-12 districts would
cause towns to lose community-based
schools and home rule, although she
favors having districts share services.
“We want to keep our neighborhoods
family friendly,” she said.

The assemblywoman said, “There
are probably too many layers of gov-
ernment” in New Jersey.

“I would like to give more control
to the municipalities about what hap-
pens in their towns,” she said. For
instance, she said, the state and towns
could take over services, currently
provided by county government, if
this level of government was elimi-
nated to save taxpayer dollars.

Mrs. Munoz was also asked to com-
ment on the state’s new Vote by Mail
system whereby voters can perma-
nently receive ballots at their home.
In the past, voters had to apply for an
absentee ballot each election.

“I think it does increase the number
of people who can vote,” she said. “I
think there is a potential for increas-
ing the corruption but there is always
the potential for corruption. I think
we just have to keep a close eye and
make sure that the number of votes
matches the number of people. If we
have more votes coming out of a
certain district than there are regis-
tered voters than we better investi-
gate that,” she said.

The entire interview with Mrs.
Munoz can be seen at goleader.com/
videos.

“forcibly dragged into an office” and
later volunteered to leave the center.

Mr. Morin told The Leader that he
viewed the mayor’s action as “com-
pletely absurd” by a “sitting mayor
who can’t stomach answering any
questions about her policies.” He said
as a member of the senior center Mr.
Pivnichny had the right to be in atten-
dance and to ask questions instead of
being escorted out of the meeting by
police “and treated like a criminal.”

Mr. Pivnichny said he has been a
member of the center for three months.

Plf. Mayor Ejects Opponent
From Meeting With Seniors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD – Union County Re-
publican Chairman Phil Morin has called
the removal of Republican Plainfield
mayoral contender from a community
meeting with senior citizens by the sit-
ting Democratic mayor “a disgusting
display of strong-arms tactics and the
trampling of the First Amendment.”

According to published reports in
the Courier-News and on Plainfield
Plaintalker, a blog site, GOP mayoral
candidate Jim Pivnichny said he was
“forcibly ejected” by Plainfield police
near the end of an appearance by
Plainfield Mayor Sharon Robinson-
Briggs, a Democrat, at the Plainfield
Senior Center on October 6.

The mayor was discussing what
she claimed was a reduction in vio-
lent crime in the city during her ten-
ure when Mr. Pivnichny questioned
her about what he said was a increase
in burglaries. He told The Westfield
Leader that the city has witnessed a
70 percent increase in burglaries from
2008 to 2009, according to the Uni-
form Crime Report he cited.

Mr. Pivnichny said he was ejected
by the mayor after he tried to defend
Plainfield bloggers, including himself,
against the mayor’s opening statement
to the seniors that bloggers “don’t
always tell the truth,” when it comes to
reporting the city’s news. He said at
that point he was accused of cam-
paigning at which time the mayor
called for police to remove him from
the meeting. The senior center does
not permit campaigning, although Mr.
Pivnichny said he does not believe the
rule is valid in that the center receives
both federal and city funding.

According to the Courier-News,
Mayor Robinson-Briggs told Mr.
Pivnichny she was not going to allow
him to “take over the meeting” and
that “we’re not going to do any cam-
paigning here.” She accused Mr.
Pivnichny of trying to speak over her
comments. Mr. Pivnichny told The
Leader he did raise his voice but only
because he did not have a microphone.
He estimated there were 80 seniors
present to hear the mayor’s comments.

He said the mayor told the officer
to “eject that man” at which point he was

GOP Release: Marks and Vastine for Assembly

Muhlenberg Closing Impacts Many
Martin Marks and William “Bo”

Vastine, candidates for the General
Assembly in the 22nd Legislative
District, issued the following state-
ment concerning the recent article
from The Star-Ledger, about swine
flu and the potential for three million
New Jersey residents being at risk for
infection this fall:

“(Assemblyman) Jerry Green and
(Assemblywoman) Linda Stender sat
back and did nothing as Muhlenberg
Hospital shut down. The aftermath of
which has left thousands of residents
in the 22nd District at greater risk of
not being able to receive the care they
will need if they contract the virus.

“According to statistics sanctioned
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol, many New Jersey hospitals could
run out of beds this fall if the H1N1
virus infects as many people as previ-
ously predicted. This problem has been
greatly exacerbated by the closing of
Muhlenberg Hospital. Without the
beds and emergency services at full
capacity, thousands of residents from
the Plainfields, Scotch Plains and sev-
eral other towns will need to head to
other area hospitals. These other medi-
cal centers are already overwhelmed
by the amount of emergency room
patients they receive. Jerry Green and
Linda Stender’s failed leadership has
led to the closing of a vital lifeline to

the community and that is simply un-
acceptable,” Mr. Marks stated.

“What gets my blood boiling about
this situation is that while thousands of
his constituents have been put directly in
harms way by the closing of Muhlenberg
Hospital, Jerry Green continues to pass
the buck. Rather than accept partial re-
sponsibility for Muhlenberg closing on
his watch, Jerry has gone as far as to
blame George Bush for the hospital’s
closing. The issue is that real people,
especially young children, face an in-
creased risk of getting sick with swine
flu this year. The fact that they do not
have a local hospital to go to is proof of
Jerry Green and Linda Stender’s failure
as public representatives. They did noth-
ing to prevent the hospital’s closing, and
they’re doing nothing now to address
the void in our district’s healthcare sys-
tem, except blame past Presidents…it’s
shameful,” Mr. Vastine added.

Lance Looks to Extend
Homebuyer Tax Credit
WASHINGTON – Rep. Leoard

Lance (R-7th) has introduced legisla-
tion,  H.R. 2779, that would extend and
expand the  home buyer tax credit from
$8,000 to $15,000 through December
1, 2010, and open it to all people buy-
ing a primary residence — regardless
of income. GOP to Hold Mini Golf

Fundraiser on Sunday
WESTFIELD — The Republican

Committee of Union County will hold its
annual miniature golf tournament this
Sunday, October 18, from 3 to 5:30 p.m.
at the Scotch Hills Country Club, 820
Jerusalem Road in Scotch Plans. The
event is in support of  Art Zapolski for
surrogate, and Anthony Sytko and Nicole
Cole for freeholder. The cost is $45 per
person, $15 for children under 12 years
and $100 per family.For information and
reservations, call (908) 789-0200.


