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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING KIDS…The Little Sprouts Garden located at First Children School in
Fanwood was dedicated last Thursday. Pictured, left to right, are: Jo Ann Neylan,
Westfield councilwoman; Asw. Linda Stender (LD-22); Master Gardener Flo-
rence Gramignano-Cermak; Ms. Gramignano-Cermak’s mother; Master
Garderner Madeline DiNardo; Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Karen Ensle,
of Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union County in Westfield.

Evan Falk for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHTTIME BLAZE...Westfield firefighters, assisted by mutual aid from nine
neighboring town fire companies, battle the blazing two-family house fire at 591
Westfield Avenue Monday night. Extensive damage resulted and one firefighter
was injured as he fell through a collapsing floor. He was treated at Overlook
Hospital and released. See more at goleader.com/photos.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAFETY…Announcing a $52,030 federal safe schools grant for security cameras
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS), pictured, left to right, are:
Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th), SPFHS Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes, Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney,
SPFHS Principal David Heisey and Scotch Plains Police Sergeant Ted Conley.

place to live.”
“What he left out is that he was a

leading factor in making
Mountainside that way. He always
put Mountainside first in all his en-
deavors,” Mr. Mortimer said in a pre-
pared statement to The Times. “To
me, personally, he was the example
of what a government official should
be. It was never about personal recog-
nition or financial gain, but what
would benefit Mountainside the most.
He has set a very high standard to
which we all must aspire.

“While most of us knew Bob as our
mayor, and in some ways as a larger-
than-life figure, he was a family man.
We all thank Linda (his wife), Scott,
Crissy (son and daughter) and the rest
of his family for sharing him with us.
Because he was with us, Mountainside
is truly a much better place,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

Former Councilman Ron Romak,
now the borough’s public works and
facilities director, served with Mr.
Viglianti on the rescue squad.

“When you ask me what was
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Mountainside Mayor Viglianti

nesses to come down and to give
them some additional recognition,”
she told The Times.

SPMC will have a booth on Sunday
afternoon during the program. Scotch
Plains Day will take place from noon
to 5 p.m. and will include a car show,
a live band, a ravioli-eating contest,
pony rides, a petting zoo, inflatable
children’s rides, a fire department
demonstration of a car extrication,
and food and beverages.

Mrs. Schiller said SPMC will give
away tee shirts to “build some aware-
ness for our website, which is nearing
completion,” and will also promote
its news show on Scotch Plains Tele-
vision. She said the show is going on
a biweekly schedule due to volun-
teers’ time constraints and also a de-
sire to give highlighted businesses an
additional week of advertising. The
program, currently dubbed “This
Week in Scotch Plains,” is also going
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SPMC Manager Search

Mr. Vastine noted that the cost of
running the state remains the same,
even if a portion of the population
migrates elsewhere. “At the end of
the day, we need to figure out a way to
control spending and we’ve got to be
able to attract more people to the state
so that the tax burden will be distrib-
uted across more people, not less
people,” he said.

The candidates were asked if they
believed that merging municipalities or
school districts, or having the state take
over county government responsibili-
ties, would help to lower property taxes.

Mr. Vastine noted that the tiers of
municipal, county and state govern-
ment, and the financing that goes into
each, have become “a sacred cow,”
but nevertheless was something that
needed to be addressed, given the
state being in a “crisis situation.”

“I believe we’ve got to put every-
thing on the table. We’ve got to put the
sacred cows on the table as much as
anything, and we’ve got to look at
ways to reduce the cost of governing
and servicing the taxpayers. Other-
wise, the politicians are going to work
themselves right out of a job,” he said.

Mr. Marks said the state ought to
look at eliminating county govern-
ment. “Some of the responsibilities
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Martin Marks, Bo Vastine

without the (new) driving range hav-
ing opened at Galloping Hill (golf
course in Kenilworth), without the
impact of our Kemper Sports Man-
agement, our outreach, our (new Gal-
loping Hill) clubhouse, our market-
ing or any of the other exciting com-
ponents that Kemper is going to assist
with,” Mr. Faella said.

He said Galloping Hill and Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains combined are
expected to realize 87,000 rounds of
golf played this year, an increase of
13,000 rounds from 2008. Mr.
Sanchez said that number is 55 per-
cent of the county’s capacity for golf
rounds.

Mr. Sanchez said the previous golf
cart vendor’s contract was “more of a
revenue share” with 23 percent of all
the revenue from cart rentals going to
the vendor. Under the new contract,
Z-G0/Textron will receive a flat fee.

“Once we exceed that fee for the
year, all the additional revenue that
comes in is all ours,” Mr. Sanchez
said. He said extending golf rounds
and programming would generate
more revenue for the county.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
from her research she estimates that
the county spent $417,000 for golf
cart rentals for the years 2006, 2008
and 2009, and said she could not find
any information for 2007 in the
county’s check registry.

Under questioning from Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski on whether or
not bio-fuel vehicles could be avail-
able for golf carts, Mr. Faella said,
“The next step up for us would be to
go electrical.”

Cranford resident Jim Buettner said
the county should buy the fleet of golf
carts to save money and “work out the
maintenance thing on a different
schedule” as opposed to leasing the
carts. Mr. Sanchez responded that the
county would have to maintain the
carts, noting that maintenance on the
carts is “pretty high.”

Also golf related, the board amended
a contract with Synatek, reducing its
contract by $39,000 to $45,411 for
ground chemicals for the golf courses,
while increasing the contract to Crop
Productions, Inc. of North Brunswick
by $67,000 to $325,600 to supply these
materials. Director of Purchasing
Michael Yuska said Synatek was con-
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Union County FreeholdersMiddle School as part of the ongoing,
grant-funded “shared services” study
with Scotch Plains.

The mayor emphasized that “this is
not a [municipal] consolidation study.”

“We’re looking at services,” ex-
plained Mayor Mahr, adding that the
borough wants residents to “have a
voice” at the public hearing in discuss-
ing potential shared services initiatives.

“We might not have specific an-
swers [to questions at the hearing]
because the study is not done yet,”
she said.

The mayor said the shared services
“recommendations and options” re-
sulting from the study will be avail-
able “probably by the end of the year.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti re-
ported that residents may notice clearer
and brighter street lights across the
borough. He said the remaining older
street lights, some of them still with
the old mercury vapor filaments, are
being replaced with new bulbs that are
“brighter and use less energy.” This is
part of a PSE&G program to acceler-
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Fanwood Borough Council
ate electric and gas infrastructure
projects during the next two years,
according to a PSE&G statement.

Mr. Parenti said not only are the
new lights more efficient, “it’ll cost
us less money.”

Earl Phillips, a longtime Fanwood
resident, was honored as the borough’s
volunteer of the month.

Mr. Phillips has been a member of
the borough’s Shade Tree Commis-
sion for 27 years, but his involvement
in the community goes well beyond
that commitment.

Mr. Phillips served 35 years as a
Fanwood police officer, was a charter
member of the Fanwood Rescue
Squad, and is a World War II veteran.

Also honored Tuesday night was
88-year-old Sigmund Mruczinski,
who has lived in the borough for 60
years and has been a popular school
crossing guard for 23 years.

Eagle Scout Andrew Van Haasteren
was recognized for his successful com-
munity project to build a butterfly
garden at the Fanwood Nature Center.

that the county government now has
could easily be taken over by munici-
pal government and/or state govern-
ment,” he said. “County government,
especially here in Union County, is a
hotbed for patronage, for nepotism,
and, if you peel away the layers, maybe
some illicit things going on there.”

He added that he was not sure that
Scotch Plains and other suburban
communities were getting “a return
on our investment” from the county
based on the percent of property tax
bills that go to the county.

Mr. Marks said consolidating
school districts or municipalities
“may make sense in certain situa-
tions.” He added, however, that so far,
the state has only employed “the stick”
tactic by saying mergers will be man-
dated and that non-compliance will
result in the loss of state aid.

“What I would like to see is some
incentives coming from the state, say-
ing if you’re doing the common-sense
thing and merging and consolidating
and saving your taxpayers their dol-
lars, then you ought to be rewarded,
perhaps with grants or even addi-
tional state aid for the school district
or the municipality,” Mr. Marks stated.
“So, it has to be a carrot-and-stick
philosophy – not just the stick.”

In light of increases in multiple
taxes and fees, a reduction in eligibil-
ity for tax rebate programs, cuts in
extraordinary aid and flat state aid to
municipalities and school districts,
the candidates were asked if state
government is going in the wrong
direction; if it would lead to even
more people leaving New Jersey, and
what they would do to change things.

Mr. Vastine said he feels the state
needs to focus on “closing the loop-
holes” concerning the practices of
pay-to-play and dual/multiple em-
ployment in the public sector, and
also needs “to clean up corruption.”

While acknowledging that state
employees are supporting families
like other working people, Mr. Marks
said he felt the state worker pool had
grown too large and needed to be
reduced. He also said he felt state
workers should have 401(k) plans to
which they contribute, as opposed to
a defined benefits package, and that
they should contribute to their own
healthcare premiums.

Mr. Marks also said, “Every time
we turn around and there’s a shortfall
in the spending side, there’s a natural
inclination by our opponents and the
Democrats in Trenton to raise taxes,”
he said. “We should be lowering taxes
on our residents, we should be lower-
ing the business tax to attract more
businesses into New Jersey that will
ultimately create more jobs and cre-
ate more revenue because more people
will be working.”

tracted as the low bidder for chemicals
for a specific lot but, in the end, they
could not provide the specific chemi-
cal sought and thus the county had to
go to the second highest bidder, Crop
Productions.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a $4-million bond ordinance
for improvements at Oakwood Park
in New Providence, a facility being
acquired by the county. Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood questioned how resi-
dents would know if the county did
not need to spend the entire $4 mil-
lion on the project. Larry Caroselli,
director of finance, said he would ask
the board about a resolution to cancel
any amount remaining after the
Oakwood project has been completed.

The board also passed two ordi-
nances, including a $500,000 loan to
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), in connection with a
renewable energy program being
launched by the county.

As previously reported, towns and
schools in the county would be ap-
proached to sign on with the agree-
ment with the UCIA. The UCIA is
looking to sign a power purchase
agreement (PPA) with a private en-
tity, which would receive federal en-
ergy credits in return for providing
solar equipment and energy at no cost
to towns and school districts.

Steve Perlman, an attorney with
Teaneck-based Decotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole and Wisler, LLP, and special
counsel to the UCIA, said the com-
pany would install solar panels and
that the company would also be re-
sponsible to pay back the debt floated
by the county for the initiative.

“The whole point of this program
is not to use taxpayer dollars,” Mr.
Perlman said. He said the intent of the
program is to lower energy costs
through a PPA for those entities that
join the program instead of having
local governments own the solar pan-
els themselves whereby tax funds
would be necessary through bonds.

The board also approved a four-
year contract with the Union County
Supervisors Association. According
to Director of Administrative Ser-
vices Liz Genievich, the union, which
represents 17 employees, will receive
zero percent salary increases in 2008
and 2010, and 3 percent increases in
2009 and 2011.

Bob’s greatest quality, it was prob-
ably (his) ethics,” Mr. Romak said.
“He’s the guy that you wanted to
watch your back.” Mr. Romak said
the mayor later “recruited” him to
run for borough council after Mr.
Viglianti had been elected to the
governing body.

Council President Paul Mirabelli
will assume the duties as mayor, Mr.
Debbie said. Mr. Viglianti’s term runs
through December 31, 2011. Mr.
Debbie said the council is expected to
discuss the transition at it’s meeting
on Tuesday night.

A viewing for Mr. Viglianti will be
held today, Thursday, October 15,
from 6 to 9 p.m., and Friday from 2 to
4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m. at Higgins and
Bonner Echo Lake Funeral Home,
located on South Springfield Avenue
in Westfield, just off Route 22.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. this Saturday, October 17, at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Internment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

to be renamed, and visitors to SPMC’s
booth on Sunday will be asked for
ideas on a new name.

At last week’s council meeting,
Mayor Nancy Malool issued a proc-
lamation declaring October as Na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. The Tie a Ribbon campaign
in the central business district will
kick off on Sunday, October 18, when
Mayor Nancy Malool will tie the first
of what is hoped to be many pink
ribbons. Ribbons are available for
sale for $5 from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Student
Movement Against Cancer group.

Other activities planned for this
weekend include the annual Friday
night pep rally and bonfire at Ever-
green Field at 6:45 p.m. and the Lion’s
Club craft fair on Saturday, October
17, in the parking lot next to the
municipal building from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, October 5, Mark A. Monroe,
22, of Plainfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Point Pleasant warrant. He was processed
and released after posting $300 bail.

Monday, October 5, Christina Kaplun,
22, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Middlesex Borough traffic war-
rant for $260 pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of East South Av-
enue. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 6, Darryl A. Smith,
46, of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $500 and a
Newark traffic warrant for $400. Smith
was processed and committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Tuesday, October 6, Robert Carter, 53,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Westfield criminal warrant for $138
pursuant to an investigation at East South
Avenue and Cacciola Place. He was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
processed and held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, October 6, a resident of the
400 block of First Street reported that a
burglary occurred at his home. A first-
floor kitchen window and screen were
found open, as well as a rear door. There
were no signs of forced entry. A walk-in
closet on the second floor was ransacked
and a dining room drawer had been opened
and rummaged through. It was unknown
at the time if any items were missing. The
investigation was turned over to the
Westfield Police Department’s Detective
Bureau.

Wednesday, October 7, items valued at
$700, including an iPod, cell phone and
GPS device, were reported stolen from a
motor vehicle on the 600 block of
Nottingham Place. Entry to the vehicle
was gained by smashing the passenger
side window.

Wednesday, October 7, Jamar Wilson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at the South
Plainfield Police Department on a
Westfield traffic warrant for $338. Wil-
son was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Wednesday, October 7, a mountain
bike valued at $300 was reported stolen in
the area of the 300 block of Rodger Av-
enue.

Thursday, October 8, Matthew White,
32, of Westfield was arrested on the 300
block of East South Avenue and charged
with hindering his own apprehension for
allegedly providing police with false in-
formation. Bail was set at $2,500. Au-
thorities also discovered a Newark crimi-
nal warrant in the amount of $500 had
been issued for him. He was held in lieu
of bail.

Thursday, October 8, Marcus Rawls,
41, of Newark was arrested at the Essex
County jail on a Westfield criminal war-
rant for $413. He was held pending a
court appearance.

Friday, October 9, Brian Raiff, 26, of
Westfield was arrested on a Garwood
traffic warrant for $165 as the result of a
motor vehicle stop on Ross Place. Bail
was posted and a court date was to be
announced.

Friday, October 9, Mark Adams, 27, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Manasquan Township criminal warrant.
He was released after processing and post-
ing bail of $500.

Saturday, October 10, Jeffrey Luker,
Jr., 25, of Westfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Irvington criminal warrant for
$500. He was released after processing
and posting bail.

Sunday, October 11, Breonna Will-
iams, 23, of Plainfield was arrested on
two outstanding Plainfield warrants, with
bail totaling $250, after a motor vehicle
stop at South Avenue and Cumberland
Street. She was turned over to the
Plainfield Police Department.

Sunday, October 11, William Devine,
38, of West Orange was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on two East
Orange traffic warrants, with bail totaling
$636, and two Westfield warrants, in-
cluding one criminal and one traffic war-
rant, with bail totaling $750. Devine was
released after posting bail.

Sunday, October 11, Thushan
Nithiananthan, 21, of North Plainfield
was arrested and charged with possession
of a prohibited weapon, described as a
metal knuckle, during a traffic stop in the
area of the 200 block of East South Av-
enue. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed, issued a
summons and released.

Sunday, October 11, an anonymous
person turned a gray and blue Quicksilver
wallet into Westfield police headquar-
ters. The wallet was found in
Mindowaskin Park containing no identi-
fication and 24 cents. It was secured in the
police department property locker for
safekeeping.

Sunday, October 11, a representative
of a local lodge reported the theft of
$3,000 from a cash box. The theft was
reported to have occurred between Octo-
ber 2 and October 6. The matter was
forwarded to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Monday, October 12, an employee of
the Westfield Board of Education reported
that the Edison Intermediate School build-
ing and field house, along with a town-
owned van and trailer, were defaced with
black-, white- and silver-painted graffiti.
The matter was directed to the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bureau.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 7, at approxi-

mately 6 p.m., a tree fell on a parked
motor vehicle on Lois Place, causing ex-
treme damage to the vehicle.

Friday, October 9, Eric M. Ballenger,
32, of Jersey City was arrested on an
outstanding Palisades Park warrant fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, October 10, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
sometime between Thursday, October 8,
after 4 p.m. and Saturday, October 10,
someone broke the passenger side win-
dow of his motor vehicle and removed a
GPS system valued at $120.

Saturday, October 10, Albertito M.
Rodriguez, 32, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of burglary, trespassing and
possession of stolen property following
an investigation involving law enforce-
ment agencies from multiple jurisdictions.

According to police, the suspect is be-
ing held in connection with an October 2
burglary that occurred on Midway Av-
enue, as well as allegedly being involved
in burglaries that occurred in Union
County and Middlesex. Rodriguez is be-
ing held at the Union County jail in lieu of
bail, which was set at $25,000.

Saturday, October 10, Alton L. Jones,
Jr., 30, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Watchung fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Sunday, October 11, a residence on the
300 block of North Avenue sustained
damage to the roof, the front railing and
the garage after a large tree branch fell
onto the property.

Sunday, October 11, Ronnie M.
Eastmead, 22, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop on Mid-
way Avenue. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Monday, October 12, Stephen L. Betau,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, October 12, Rodney J. Bostic,
56, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He
was transported to the Union County jail
for failure to make bail set at $250.

Tuesday, October 13, a resident of the
100 block of Tillotson Road reported that
someone broke the front passenger win-
dow of his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and removed a
GPS device valued at $300.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 8, James P.

Fitzgerald, 59, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on multiple outstanding warrants
following a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 8, Rachel Cam-
bridge, 25, of Edison was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, October 9, Kyle DeFalco, 24,
of Clark was arrested on an outstanding
warrant following a motor vehicle stop.
He was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, October 9, Lamont C. Cooley,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop. He was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Friday, October 9, an attendant of a gas
station on Route 22 reported that some-
one removed approximately $500 from
the register.

Saturday, October 10, a resident of
Phillipsburg reported that his motor ve-
hicle was damaged while it was parked on
Monica Place.

Sunday, October 11, Daniel Quijano,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alco-
hol. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Sunday, October 11, a Scotch Plains
business owner reported that a Fanwood
resident gave him a fraudulent check.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 6, Eric W. Steinberg,

23, of High Bridge was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop for allegedly
driving with a suspended license. He was
processed and released at the scene.

Wednesday, October 7, a motor ve-
hicle was struck by what officers believe
to be branches and black walnuts, causing
damage to the vehicle’s windshield, while
the victim was driving on Route 22 during
severe winds.

Wednesday, October 7, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that her
neighbor has been harassing her by ap-
proaching her and calling her on the tele-
phone regarding the cleaning up of pine
needles and cones from pine trees that
separate their properties. According to
police, the victim stated that she feels she
has been cooperative in cleaning up the
debris dropped by the trees.

Friday, October 9, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that he
was attempting to pump gas into a mo-
tor vehicle when the credit card the
suspect had given him was repeatedly
declined. According to police, as the
attendant was attempting to re-try the
card he noticed a black male, approxi-
mately five feet, nine inches tall, wear-
ing a white shirt with red stripes, in the
office. The vehicle containing two black
females and one black male then fled
the scene. The black male seen in the
office fled on foot, police reported. The
attendant reported that $617 was miss-
ing from the register, and authorities
are seeking the individuals in connec-
tion to similar-style burglaries in Scotch
Plains, according to police.

Monday, October 12, a resident of
Tote Road reported that sometime over-
night, a motor vehicle drove across his
front lawn leaving tire tracks. Accord-
ing to police, this was the second time
the victim’s yard has been vandalized
in this manner.

Monday, October 12, a resident driv-
ing on Central Avenue alerted authorities
that smoke was coming from the roof of
a house. According to police, authorities
responded to the scene and confirmed a
structure fire. The fire department arrived
and extinguished the fire, which was de-
termined to have started in a closet when
an incandescent light bulb that was left on
ignited a piece of clothing, authorities
reported.

SPFHS Receives
Federal Grant

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Rep Leonard
Lance (R-7th) announced last week the
receipt of a $52,030 federal Safe Schools
Grant for the Scotch Plains Police De-
partment. Mayor Nancy Malool, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Hayes,
Police Chief Brian Mahoney, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Principal David Heisey and Police Ser-
geant Ted Conley said the funds, admin-
istered by the federal government’s De-
partment of Justice Office of Community
Oriented Policing Services, are to be used
to purchase and install new security cam-
eras – for both indoors and outdoors at
SPFHS. The overall safety plan includes
providing school officials and law en-
forcement at police headquarters the abil-
ity to monitor the school grounds.

“I commend the entire community of
Scotch Plains for being proactive and
requesting these funds. This is not the
earmark process,” Mr. Lance said during
a press conference at SPFHS. “These are
grants that municipalities and school dis-
tricts seek application from the Depart-
ment of Justice and funds are placed in a
grant program. Then there is a process by
which entities across the country can ap-
ply to receive the grant funding. That
occurred in this case and, based upon the
important nature of the project, the grant
has been awarded, so I commend officials
locally.”

The requested funds were part of a
proactive approach by the entire Scotch
Plains community to increase school
safety and not a direct response to any
particular incident, officials said.

“As a community we are working hard
to ensure our schools are safe and secure
despite difficult budgets. We appreciate
this federal grant; we appreciate and thank
our congressman and his staff for how
much attention and support is given to
Scotch Plains and we are very pleased to
add just one more layer of protection to
benefit the children,” Mayor Malool said.

Superintendent Hayes thanked Chief
Mahoney, Sgt. Conley and the depart-
ment for their “leadership” and pointed
out a “wonderful working relationship”
the district has with the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments.

“It is through that mutual collaboration
that we were able to achieve this wonder-
ful goal,” Superintendent Hayes said.

Chief Mahoney thanked Sergeant
Conley for “starting this initiative.” He
said his department “looks forward to this
system being put into place.”


