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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRENTON BOUND?... Republican candidates for the state’s General Assembly
in the 22nd Legislative District, Martin Marks, left, and Bo Vastine, both of Scotch
Plains, were interviewed by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times October 5. See
story below and goleader.com/videos for the complete interview.

Mountainside Mayor
Robert Viglianti Remembered

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEN AT WORK...Construction workers from PSE&G were busy last Thursday installing new gas lines and outdoor
metering on Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains. Traffic was slowed on the busy road during the work.

Judge Dismisses Lawsuit
Challenging SP Budget, Mayor

Marks, Vastine Focus
On Affordability in the State

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Union
County Superior Court judge last Fri-
day dismissed in its entirety a lawsuit
filed by Scotch Plains Democratic
Party Chairman Richard Samuel re-
questing that the municipal budget
and the ordinance creating a sewer
utility be voided and that Mayor
Nancy Malool be disqualified from
the mayor’s office due to what he
claimed was her interference with
how former municipal manager
Michael Capabianco performed his
duties.

In his July complaint, Mr. Samuel
claimed that much of the township
council’s deliberations on the 2009
municipal budget and the establish-

ment of the sewer utility were held
behind closed doors in violation of
the state’s open public meeting act.
He also accused the mayor of wrongly
attempting to influence and pressure
Mr. Capabianco, who resigned in
February after six months in his posi-
tion.

The township’s formal reply, filed
in August, included minutes from rel-
evant council meetings along with
affidavits from Mayor Malool and
three of the four other council mem-
bers — Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss
and council members Mary DePaola
and Dominick Bratti. Democratic
Councilman Kevin Glover did not
join his colleagues in furnishing an
affidavit.

Karen Cassidy, the assignment

judge for Union County, ruled that
the council had acted properly in its
actions on the budget and the sewer
utility ordinance, and that there were
no violations of the open public meet-
ings act. Township Attorney Brian
Levine told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times her ruling was a “well-
reasoned and well-supported opin-
ion.” Ms. Cassidy also found that
Mayor Malool had not interfered with
Mr. Capabianco, who did not submit
an affidavit supporting Mr. Samuel’s
claim to that effect.

“Obviously, I’m pleased that the
judge confirmed we didn’t do any-
thing improper as a council and that I
myself didn’t do anything improper,”
Mayor Malool told The Times after
the hearing. “I am upset, though, that
we had to spend taxpayer money to
defend this frivolous lawsuit.”

Mr. Levine, who represented the
township in requesting a dismissal of
the lawsuit, said the mayor and coun-
cil would have to decide whether or
not to pursue a counterclaim against
Mr. Samuel to recover the costs of the
township’s legal fees. The mayor said
she would discuss that option with
her council colleagues, with one fac-
tor in her mind being the expense
involved in pursuing such a claim.

According to Mr. Levine, the suit
has cost the municipal government
“just over $5,000 so far” in legal
expenses.

Mr. Samuel told The Times last
Friday that “courts tend to favor gov-
ernments and elected officials in cases
such as this.”

“I think this is proper to maintain
stability in government. Notwith-
standing that, I believe the judge
was wrong in this case,” he added.
He said he would review a tran-
script of last week’s hearing “be-
fore I decide if I will appeal.” Mr.
Samuel has 45 days from last Fri-
day to file an appeal.

Bank Site Redevelopment Discussed;
FW Council Updated on Flu Vaccine

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr announced at Tuesday night’s
regular Borough Council meeting,
that the Sovereign Bank property
along South Avenue “will be redevel-
oped” as the borough had hoped.

The mayor said a deal between a
developer and the bank “may [al-
ready] be under contract now.”

If the deal holds up, the idea would
be to redevelop about 150 feet of
property along South Avenue – di-
rectly across the street from the train
station – consisting of the Sovereign

Bank site, driveway space to the east
of the bank, and the adjacent
Livingston-Wilbor property (the lat-
ter is owned by the borough which
hopes to sell it to a redeveloper).

Mayor Mahr said the remaining
buildings on the Livingston-Wilbor
property “will be demolished shortly,”
once environmental testing is com-
plete and other regulatory require-
ments are met.

During public comments, resident
Joe Nagy said the redevelopment of
the property “can’t come soon
enough” given the potential for the
borough to gain additional revenue.

Also Tuesday night, Megan
Avallone, health officer with the
Westfield Regional Board of Health,
spoke about ongoing preparations for
flu season.

Ms. Avallone said the Board of
Health has been “getting a ton of
calls” from residents asking when
vaccines for the H1N1 flu will be
available.

“The situation is fluid and changes
daily,” she said, adding that although
the Board of Health has not received
the federally-funded H1N1 nasal or

injected vaccines yet, they could be
available “probably sometime in No-
vember.”

“A public clinic will be held in
Fanwood,” Ms. Avallone assured,
noting that Scotch Plains has plans to
administer the vaccine “through
schools.”

Ms. Avallone said priority will be
given at the start to pregnant women,
babies and toddlers, senior citizens
with health problems (and their
caregivers), and health care profes-
sionals.

When more information is avail-
able, Ms. Avallone said the Board of
Health “plans a huge media cam-
paign,” targeting print and broadcast
media as well as the internet.

In addition to preparations for H1N1
vaccinations, residents can also get
vaccinated for the more common “sea-
sonal flu.” The Board of Health has
information about flu clinics being
offered locally, or you can ask your
health care provider.

Mayor Mahr also reported Tuesday
night that a public hearing will be
held at 7 p.m. on Nov. 11 at Park

County Hopes for $1.9 Mil.
Through Golf Carts Lease

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Six-term
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
died Sunday night after a long battle
with cancer. He would
have turned 69 on Sun-
day, October 18.

A Mountainside resi-
dent since 1966, he was
serving his 22nd year as
the borough’s mayor, hav-
ing been first elected
mayor in 1987 after serv-
ing nine years on the bor-
ough council, including
seven years as council
president. Mr. Viglianti
was re-elected mayor in
1991, 1995, 1999, 2003 and 2007,
and was currently the longest serving
mayor in Union County. Prior to his
governing body days, he had been a
volunteer on the borough’s rescue
squad.

Mr. Viglianti had been the founder
and chief executive officer of
Westfield Brace Company, a dental
supplies company based in Westfield.
He had also been president of the
New Jersey Orthotic and Prosthetic
Society and was a former advisor to
Medicare, Medicaid and the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation.

He was a graduate of Westfield
High School and Waynesburg Col-
lege and received a postgraduate de-
gree from New York University’s
Graduate School in Orthotics and
Prosthetics.

Borough Administrator James
Debbie, a 60-year, lifelong borough
resident who also serves as police

chief, said he has known Mr. Viglianti
for 40 years, through the mayor’s
involvement in the 1970s on the res-
cue squad while Mr. Debbie was a
police officer.

“It’s going to be very
difficult to continue with-
out him. He was Mr.
Mountainside,” Mr.
Debbie told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
“He was very involved in
the day-to-day operations
of the borough.”

Long-time Borough
Attorney John Post gradu-
ated with Mr. Viglianti in
1958 from Westfield High
School. Although they did

not know each other as students, they
became acquainted after both of them
moved to Mountainside.

“Bob was a very single-minded
guy,” Mr. Post said, noting that the
mayor focused on specific objectives
he wanted to accomplish. “He was a
very integrated guy. You always knew
where Bob was coming from.” Among
the mayor’s accomplishments was an
addition to borough hall, located at
New Providence Road and Route 22,
which included more space for the
police department as well as a sec-
ond-floor community room that has
become popular with seniors and other
community organizations.

“He really treated the whole Bor-
ough of Mountainside like his ex-
tended family,” Mr. Post added.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer com-
mented that, “Bob always took pride
in the fact that Mountainside is a nice

Robert Viglianti

SPMC Mgr. Search Continues
As Scotch Plains Day Beckons
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Management Corporation’s
(SPMC) search for a manager is still
ongoing, according to board chair-
man Jim Watson, who said the inter-
views with potential candidates have
not been completed. SPMC’s board
of directors was set to hold a special
meeting last week to settle on a man-
ager, but that session was pushed
back a week before being postponed
outright.

Mr. Watson told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that once he hears

from the committee vetting the can-
didates, “I’ll schedule a board meet-
ing for the next day.” He said he
expects there to be two or three final-
ists for the position, which will be a
part-time post.

Meanwhile, SPMC is involved in
this year’s Scotch Plains Day activi-
ties this Sunday, October 18. Lisa
Schiller, head of the promotions com-
mittee, noted that “the town was nice
enough to move the events to East
Second Street” instead of holding it
in its usual locale along Park Avenue.
“We’re trying to encourage local busi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwod Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on Thursday night approved a
$506,000 contract with a Georgia
vendor to lease 179 golf carts for the
county’s remaining two public golf
courses under a new flat-fee struc-
ture. Officials anticipate the new deal
will generate $1.9 million in addi-
tional revenue.

Al Faella, director of parks and
community renewal, said the golf carts
being purchased are 42 percent more
fuel-efficient than what the county is
currently using. He said the county
used 8,000 gallons of gas for the
vehicles in 2008. Based on that us-
age, he estimated the county would
save $10,000 in annual fuel costs for
the length of the four-year contract.

The county will lease the carts from
the vendor at $706 per cart.

Armando Sanchez, the county’s
director of golf operations, said the
contract includes three beverage-cart
vehicles and three handicapped ve-
hicles at no charge from the vendor,
Z-G0/Textron of Augusta, Ga.

Mr. Faella said the county this year
is moving towards the “break-even
point” in its golf operations after post-
ing a $700,000 operating loss last
year, $400,000 of which county offi-
cials said was at Oak Ridge in Clark.
The county closed the course this
year and turned it into a park. The
freeholders this summer hired Illi-
nois-based Kemper Sports Manage-
ment to manage the county’s golf
clubhouse operations.

“And that (break-even point) is

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHILDREN RELAXING...Little Sprouts Garden is dedicated last Thursday at
the First Children School’s grounds in Fanwood to aid those who are handi-
capped. The children enjoy the moment.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY TO GIVE...Residents in Scotch Plains participate in the blood drive last
Saturday to help others. The blood drive was held in memory of the late  Scotch
Plains Business and Professional Association President Ray Pardon.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Martin Marks and
William “Bo” Vastine, Republican
candidates for Legislative District 22
in the state’s General Assembly, pri-
marily focused their campaign agenda
on keeping New Jersey affordable for
its residents during an October 5 in-
terview in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offices in Westfield.

A lifelong Union County resident,
Mr. Marks formerly served as a Scotch
Plains councilman and as mayor for
nine years. He ran for the State Sen-
ate in 2003 and for Congress last
year. Mr. Vastine, a businessman and
former Plainfield resident, works in
the financial services industry. Both
currently residents of Scotch Plains,
the two are challenging Democrat
incumbents Linda Stender and Jerry
Green. The race will be decided in the
General Election on Tuesday, No-
vember 3.

Mr. Marks said he was motivated to
run for the Assembly after seeing
people – his own relatives among
them – move out of New Jersey be-
cause of high property taxes.

“It’s been increasingly frustrating
for me to see so many friends, fami-
lies and New Jersey residents flee the
state,” Mr. Marks said, “and that’s
why I’m running. I’m not leaving the
state. I’m staying here to fight, and I
will do my best to make this state
affordable once again.”

A Texas native, Mr. Vastine likened
New Jersey residents’ struggle against
high property taxes to the 1836 battle
at the Alamo, during which some 189
men chose to stand and fight against
the forces of Mexican General Santa
Anna despite overwhelming odds.
While not a positive outcome for the

defenders, the event ultimately be-
came the catalyst for Texas’ indepen-
dence from Santa Anna, Mr. Vastine
said.

“I think we are at that moment here
in time in the State of New Jersey.
Either we’re going to stand and fight
or we’re going to lose it, and eventu-
ally we’re going to end up with either
very wealthy people or very poor
people in the State of New Jersey, but
the middle class will not exist as we
know it today. I think now’s the time
to stand and fight,” Mr. Vastine stated.

Mr. Marks renewed his call for a
Constitutional Convention to address
property tax reform, saying the Demo-
crat-controlled State Legislature “has
refused to show the backbone, the
spine, the courage to do anything
about” New Jersey’s high property
taxes. He described property taxes as
“the political third rail in New Jer-
sey.”

The candidate argued that a Con-
stitutional Convention would take
property tax reform away from poli-
ticians and put it in the hands of New
Jersey residents. Mr. Marks proposed
that such a convention should have a
two-fold purpose: citizens would dis-
cuss how to raise revenues in the state
and reverse over-reliance on property
taxes, while also addressing state
spending. He said spending “has gone
through the roof in the past 10 years
since Democrats have been in control
in Trenton.”

Mr. Marks said recommendations
put forth by this citizens’ assembly
would then be placed on a referen-
dum to be voted on by New Jersey
residents, who would have the option
of supporting all, some, or none of the
convention’s recommendations.
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