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POLICE BLOTTER

Courtesy of Elizabeth Saunders
TIMBER!...A tree fell from the Vincentsen property at 325 Mountain Avenue in
Westfield onto the adjacent Dencker Property last Wednesday, crushing the patio
furniture. Luckily, no one was hurt.

Westfield
Monday, October 5, Mark A. Monroe,

22, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Point Pleasant warrant at Westfield
police headquarters. He was processed and
released after posting $300 bail.

Monday, October 5, Christina Kaplun,
22, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Middlesex Borough traffic war-
rant for $260 pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop on the 300 block of East South Av-
enue. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Tuesday, October 6, Darryl A. Smith, 46,
of Plainfield was arrested at Plainfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant for $500 and a
Newark traffic warrant for $400. Smith was
processed and committed to the Union
County jail on default of bail.

Tuesday, October 6, Robert Carter, 53,
of Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant for $138 pursu-
ant to an investigation at East South Avenue
and Cacciola Place. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, October 6, a resident of the 400
block of First Street reported that a burglary
occurred at his home. A first-floor kitchen
window and screen were found open, as
well as a rear door. There were no signs of
forced entry. A walk-in closet on the second
floor was ransacked and a dining room
drawer had been opened and rummaged
through. It was unknown at the time if any
items were missing. The investigation was
turned over to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Wednesday, October 7, items valued at
$700, including an iPod, cell phone and GPS
device, were reported stolen from a motor
vehicle on the 600 block of Nottingham
Place. Entry to the vehicle was gained by
smashing the passenger side window.

Wednesday, October 7, Jamar Wilson,
23, of Plainfield was arrested at the South
Plainfield Police Department on a
Westfield traffic warrant for $338. Wil-
son was committed on default of bail to
the Union County jail.

Wednesday, October 7, a mountain bike
valued at $300 was reported stolen in the
area of the 300 block of Rodger Avenue.

Thursday, October 8, Matthew White,
32, of Westfield was arrested on the 300
block of East South Avenue and charged
with hindering his own apprehension for
allegedly providing police with false infor-
mation. Bail was set at $2,500. Authorities
also discovered a Newark criminal warrant
in the amount of $500 had been issued for
him. He was held in lieu of bail.

Thursday, October 8, Marcus Rawls, 41,
of Newark was arrested at the Essex County
jail on a Westfield criminal warrant for $413.
He was held pending a court appearance.

Friday, October 9, Brian Raiff, 26, of
Westfield was arrested on a Garwood traf-
fic warrant for $165 as the result of a motor
vehicle stop on Ross Place. Bail was posted
and a court date was to be announced.

Friday, October 9, Mark Adams, 27, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield police
headquarters on an outstanding Manasquan
Township criminal warrant. He was re-
leased after processing and posting bail of
$500.

Saturday, October 10, Jeffrey Luker, Jr.,
25, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
Irvington criminal warrant for $500. He
was released after processing and posting
bail.

Sunday, October 11, Breonna Williams,
23, of Plainfield was arrested on two out-
standing Plainfield warrants, with bail total-
ing $250, after a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Cumberland Street. She was
turned over to the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment.

Sunday, October 11, William Devine, 38,
of West Orange was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on two East Orange
traffic warrants, with bail totaling $636, and
two Westfield warrants, including one crimi-
nal and one traffic warrant, with bail totaling
$750. Devine was released after posting bail.

Sunday, October 11, Thushan
Nithiananthan, 21, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession of a
prohibited weapon, described as a metal
knuckle, during a traffic stop in the area of
the 200 block of East South Avenue. He was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed, issued a summons and re-
leased.

Sunday, October 11, an anonymous per-
son turned a gray and blue Quicksilver
wallet into Westfield police headquarters.
The wallet was found in Mindowaskin Park
containing no identification and 24 cents. It
was secured in the police department prop-
erty locker for safekeeping.

Sunday, October 11, a representative of
a local lodge reported the theft of $3,000
from a cash box. The theft was reported to
have occurred between October 2 and Oc-
tober 6. The matter was forwarded to the
Westfield Police Department’s Detective
Bureau.

Monday, October 12, an employee of the
Westfield Board of Education reported that
the Edison Intermediate School building
and field house, along with a town-owned
van and trailer, were defaced with black-,
white- and silver-painted graffiti. The mat-
ter was directed to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 7, at approximately

6 p.m., a tree fell on a parked motor vehicle
on Lois Place, causing extreme damage to
the vehicle.

Friday, October 9, Eric M. Ballenger, 32,
of Jersey City was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an
outstanding Palisades Park warrant. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 10, a resident of the
100 block of North Avenue reported that
sometime between Thursday, October 8,
after 4 p.m. and Saturday, October 10,
someone broke the passenger side window
of his motor vehicle and removed a GPS
system valued at $120.

Saturday, October 10, Albertito M.
Rodriguez, 32, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of burglary, trespassing and pos-
session of stolen property following an in-
vestigation involving law enforcement agen-
cies from multiple jurisdictions.

According to police, the suspect is being
held in connection with an October 2 bur-
glary that occurred on Midway Avenue, as
well as allegedly being involved in burglar-
ies that occurred in Union County and
Middlesex. Rodriguez is being held at the
Union County jail in lieu of bail, which
was set at $25,000.

Saturday, October 10, Alton L. Jones, Jr.,
30, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on an

outstanding warrant out of Watchung. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Sunday, October 11, a residence on the
300 block of North Avenue sustained dam-
age to the roof, the front railing and the
garage after a large tree branch fell onto the
property.

Sunday, October 11, Ronnie M.
Eastmead, 22, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant out of Plainfield
following a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, October 12, Stephen L. Betau,
22, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Westfield fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.
He was processed and released after posting
bail.

Monday, October 12, Rodney J. Bostic,
56, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant following a
motor vehicle stop on South Avenue. He
was transported to the Union County jail for
failure to make bail set at $250.

Tuesday, October 13, a resident of the
100 block of Tillotson Road reported that
someone broke the front passenger window
of his motor vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway and removed a GPS device
valued at $300.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 8, James P. Fitzgerald,

59, of Scotch Plains was arrested on mul-
tiple outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, October 8, Rachel Cambridge,
25, of Edison was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant following a motor vehicle stop.
She was processed and released after post-
ing bail.

Friday, October 9, Kyle DeFalco, 24, of
Clark was arrested on an outstanding war-
rant following a motor vehicle stop. He was
processed and released after posting bail.

Friday, October 9, Lamont C. Cooley,
27, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Friday, October 9, an attendant of a gas
station on Route 22 reported that someone
removed approximately $500 from the reg-
ister.

Saturday, October 10, a resident of
Phillipsburg reported that his motor vehicle
was damaged while it was parked on Monica
Place.

Sunday, October 11, Daniel Quijano, 20,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI) after
a motor vehicle stop at which time the
officer smelled the odor of alcohol. He was
transported to police headquarters, where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, October 11, a Scotch Plains
business owner reported that a Fanwood
resident gave him a fraudulent check.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 6, Eric W. Steinberg,

23, of High Bridge was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop for allegedly driving
with a suspended license. He was processed
and released at the scene.

Wednesday, October 7, a motor vehicle
was struck by what officers believe to be
branches and black walnuts, causing dam-
age to the vehicle’s windshield, while the
victim was driving on Route 22 during
severe winds.

Wednesday, October 7, a resident came
into police headquarters to report that her
neighbor has been harassing her by ap-
proaching her and calling her on the tele-
phone regarding the cleaning up of pine
needles and cones from pine trees that sepa-
rate their properties. According to police,
the victim stated that she feels she has been
cooperative in cleaning up the debris dropped
by the trees.

Friday, October 9, an attendant at a Route
22 gas station reported that he was attempt-
ing to pump gas into a motor vehicle when
the credit card the suspect had given him
was repeatedly declined. According to po-
lice, as the attendant was attempting to re-
try the card he noticed a black male, ap-
proximately five feet, nine inches tall, wear-
ing a white shirt with red stripes, in the
office. The vehicle containing two black
females and one black male then fled the
scene. The black male seen in the office fled
on foot, police reported. The attendant re-
ported that $617 was missing from the
register, and authorities are seeking the
individuals in connection to similar-style
burglaries in Scotch Plains, according to
police.

Monday, October 12, a resident of Tote
Road reported that sometime overnight, a
motor vehicle drove across his front lawn
leaving tire tracks. According to police, this
was the second time the victim’s yard has
been vandalized in this manner.

Monday, October 12, a resident driving
on Central Avenue alerted authorities that
smoke was coming from the roof of a house.
According to police, authorities responded
to the scene and confirmed a structure fire.
The fire department arrived and extinguished
the fire, which was determined to have
started in a closet when an incandescent
light bulb that was left on ignited a piece of
clothing, authorities reported.

County Expects to Generate $1.9 Mil.
Through Golf Carts Lease Agreement

“recruited” him to run for borough
council after Mr. Viglianti had been
elected to the governing body.

Council President Paul Mirabelli
will assume the duties as mayor, Mr.
Debbie said. Mr. Viglianti’s term runs
through December 31, 2011. Mr.
Debbie said the council is expected to
discuss the transition at it’s meeting on
Tuesday night.

A viewing for Mr. Viglianti will be
held today, Thursday, October 15, from
6 to 9 p.m., and Friday from 2 to 4 p.m.
and 7 to 9 p.m. at Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home, located on
South Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
just off Route 22.

Funeral services will be held at 10
a.m. this Saturday, October 17, at St
Paul’s Episcopal Church, located at
414 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Internment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers on Thursday night approved a
$506,000 contract with a Georgia
vendor to lease 179 golf carts for the
county’s remaining two public golf
courses under a new flat-fee struc-
ture. Officials anticipate the new deal
will generate $1.9 million in addi-
tional revenue.

Al Faella, director of parks and
community renewal, said the golf
carts being purchased are 42 percent
more fuel-efficient than what the
county is currently using. He said
the county used 8,000 gallons of gas
for the vehicles in 2008. Based on
that usage, he estimated the county
would save $10,000 in annual fuel
costs for the length of the four-year
contract. The county will lease the
carts from the vendor at $706 per
cart.

Armando Sanchez, the county’s
director of golf operations, said the
contract includes three beverage-cart
vehicles and three handicapped ve-
hicles at no charge from the vendor,
Z-G0/Textron of Augusta, Ga.

Mr. Faella said the county this
year is moving towards the “break-
even point” in its golf operations
after posting a $700,000 operating
loss last year, $400,000 of which
county officials said was at Oak
Ridge in Clark. The county closed
the course this year and turned it into
a park. The freeholders this summer
hired Illinois-based Kemper Sports
Management to manage the county’s
golf clubhouse operations.

“And that (break-even point) is
without the (new) driving range hav-
ing opened at Galloping Hill (golf

course in Kenilworth), without the
impact of our Kemper Sports Man-
agement, our outreach, our (new Gal-
loping Hill) clubhouse, our market-
ing or any of the other exciting com-
ponents that Kemper is going to as-
sist with,” Mr. Faella said.

He said Galloping Hill and Ash
Brook in Scotch Plains combined
are expected to realize 87,000 rounds
of golf played this year, an increase
of 13,000 rounds from 2008. Mr.
Sanchez said that number is 55 per-
cent of the county’s capacity for golf
rounds.

Mr. Sanchez said the previous golf
cart vendor’s contract was “more of a
revenue share” with 23 percent of all
the revenue from cart rentals going to
the vendor. Under the new contract,
Z-G0/Textron will receive a flat fee.

“Once we exceed that fee for the
year, all the additional revenue that
comes in is all ours,” Mr. Sanchez
said. He said extending golf rounds
and programming would generate
more revenue for the county.

Tina Renna, president of the Union
County Watchdog Association, said
from her research she estimates that
the county spent $417,000 for golf
cart rentals for the years 2006, 2008
and 2009, and said she could not find
any information for 2007 in the
county’s check registry.

Under questioning from Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski on
whether or not bio-fuel vehicles
could be available for golf carts, Mr.
Faella said, “The next step up for us
would be to go electrical.”

Cranford resident Jim Buettner
said the county should buy the fleet
of golf carts to save money and “work
out the maintenance thing on a dif-
ferent schedule” as opposed to leas-
ing the carts. Mr. Sanchez responded
that the county would have to main-
tain the carts, noting that mainte-
nance on the carts is “pretty high.”

Also golf related, the board
amended a contract with Synatek,
reducing its contract by $39,000 to
$45,411 for ground chemicals for
the golf courses, while increasing
the contract to Crop Productions,
Inc. of North Brunswick by $67,000
to $325,600 to supply these materi-
als. Director of Purchasing Michael
Yuska said Synatek was contracted
as the low bidder for chemicals for a
specific lot but, in the end, they could
not provide the specific chemical
sought and thus the county had to go
to the second highest bidder, Crop
Productions.

In other business, the freeholders
approved a $4-million bond ordi-
nance for improvements at Oakwood
Park in New Providence, a facility
being acquired by the county. Bruce
Paterson of Garwood questioned how
residents would know if the county
did not need to spend the entire $4
million on the project. Larry
Caroselli, director of finance, said
he would approach the board with a
resolution to cancel any amount re-
maining after the Oakwood project
has been completed.

The board also passed two ordi-
nances, including a $500,000 loan to
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA), in connection with a
renewable energy program being
launched by the county.

As previously reported, towns and
schools in the county would be ap-
proached to sign on with the agree-
ment with the UCIA. The UCIA is
looking to sign a power purchase
agreement (PPA) with a private en-
tity, which would receive federal en-
ergy credits in return for providing
solar equipment and energy at no
cost to towns and school districts.

Steve Perlman, an attorney with
Teaneck-based Decotiis, Fitzpatrick,
Cole and Wisler, LLP, and special
counsel to the UCIA, said the com-
pany would install solar panels and
that the company would also be re-
sponsible to pay back the debt floated
by the county for the initiative.

“The whole point of this program
is not to use taxpayer dollars,” Mr.
Perlman said. He said the intent of
the program is to lower energy costs
through a PPA for those entities that
join the program instead of having
local governments own the solar pan-
els themselves whereby tax funds
would be necessary through bonds.

The board also approved a four-
year contract with the Union County
Supervisors Association. According
to Director of Administrative Ser-
vices Liz Genievich, the union, which
represents 17 employees, will re-
ceive zero percent salary increases
in 2008 and 2010, and 3 percent
increases in 2009 and 2011.

crossing in the middle of the street to
reach the “Y.”

On the issue of obstruction caused
by the presence of a utility pole, Mr.
Ciarrocca acknowledged that the two
sides “don’t agree.”

Mrs. Karnofsky said the belief that
there is no obstruction is “ludicrous.”

“There is a pole directly in front of
a crosswalk...there is an obstruction,”
she said.

Mr. Karnofsky added that the
town’s rationale “doesn’t hold up.”

“How would you feel if this dan-
gerous situation was being forced on
your family?” the Karnofskys asked
in their prepared statement.

First Ward Councilman Frank
Arena visited the area on a recent
Friday morning. He said he noticed
seven parents walking children in the
area, and six of the seven used the
Karnofskys’ driveway, which he
called the “de facto crosswalk” in the
neighborhood.

The Karnofskys again implored the
council to “think about this” because
the proposed solution, according to
them, is “not the right decision.”

Before the council conducted any
town business, a moment of silence
for the late mayor of Mountainside,
Robert Viglianti, was held. Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky remembered
his Mountainside counterpart, whom
he called his “dear friend.” Mr.
Viglianti grew up and operated a busi-
ness in Westfield. He would go on to
serve 30 years in Mountainside – 21
as mayor and nine as a councilman.
The mayor offered his condolences
to Mr. Viglianti’s widow, Linda.

“I don’t think there’s any differ-
ence,” Mayor Skibitsky said of how
he chooses to meet with those who
deliberate over the budget. “My op-
ponent is not privy to my schedule.
For him to say I’ve never attended a
budget meeting is sort of comical. It’s
silly season,” he said.

Mr. Brennan has likened the in-
cumbent mayor to a film critic who
bases his reviews on others’ impres-
sions, without seeing the movie him-
self. The mayor, in response, said,
“I’m the director of the movie.”

During the election season, Mr.
Brennan has said Mayor Skibitsky’s
administration has not been “trans-
parent” in how it presides over a bud-
get. He made these claims because,
without a majority of council mem-
bers deliberating over a budget, the
public and press are prohibited from
attending.

The mayor responded by saying,
“You want a free-flowing dynamic
meeting, where ideas, even crazy
ideas, come out. People are much less
likely to do that if the press is there.”

During the video, the mayor re-
sponded to flak he received for bestow-
ing 2-percent raises to non-union per-
sonnel during the last budget process.

“Was it right to give employees 2-
percent raises? Absolutely,” the mayor
said. “To give them no raise[just]
because we can is not fair, especially
when they’re all doing more.”

The S & P report, which referenced
the town’s AAA credit rating, said
“management had indicated it intends
to rebuild its fund balance (surplus)
again by increasing certain fines and
fees, and continuing ongoing expen-
diture cuts…”

When asked what fines and fees the
town was considering raising, the
mayor pointed to a few police-related
service fees the council voted on Tues-
day night. Among the fees are a $25
charge for a special police escort and
a fee not to exceed $75 for all police-
officer applicants in order to be eli-
gible for a written exam.

“That’s part of it,” the mayor said
of the police-services fees. He also
said through the next budget process,
the town would recoup $2.7 million
through incoming revenues.

The mayor, who, four years ago,
derided Democratic Mayor Tom
Jardim for using $2.7 million in Sale
of Assets (SOA) surplus, calling it
“Enron-style accounting,” defended
his administration’s decision to allo-
cate $2.1 million in SOA money in
2008.

“The facts have changed, and my
opponent knows that,” he said. “In
2008, the state changed the rules and
said, ‘Westfield, you have to stay at 4
percent (increase over last year), and
if you have surplus, you have to use it.
We’ve done it carefully, and we are
replenishing it.”

Mayor Skibitsky also said his ad-
ministration has clearly disclosed its
usage of SOA funds. “So, I’m not
hiding anything,” he said. “We’ve
been honest about it.”

At the end of Mr. Brennan’s
Westfield Leader video, he directly
challenges the mayor to a series of
debates outside of the upcoming
League of Women Voters forum.

The mayor, responding to his chal-
lenger, said, “[The debate challenge]
is just campaign rhetoric. People know
where I stand.”

Mr. Brennan has called for a tempo-
rary rollback on the price of a $32
overtime parking ticket until businesses
stabilize. The mayor said when the
price of a ticket was $20, the town only
kept $8.50 with the state receiving the
remainder, and the parking depart-
ment was losing money. Therefore, he
said two options existed – disbanding
the parking-enforcement department
or raising the price of a ticket, which
ended up passing unanimously.

“Economics changes behavior, and
[increasing the fine] has changed be-
havior,” said the mayor, who antici-
pates less tickets being written in
2009.

He also said the “last thing that
downtown business owners want” is
to increase the hourly fee by a quar-
ter, which Mr. Brennan suggested as
a means of recouping the shortfall of
temporarily lowering parking fines.

The mayor also does not believe
the parking-enforcement officers
are displaying “aggressive” behav-
ior, as evidenced by them writing
between 1.5 and 1.7 tickets each per
hour.

“1.5 tickets an hour is not aggres-
sive,” said the mayor, whose admin-
istration rolled back the enforceable
hours at parking spaces in town from
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. to between
9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

On the environment, the mayor said

when approached by Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins and Councilman
David Haas about starting an envi-
ronmental commission, he “did not
get a good answer” as to the group’s
role.

Through the Union County League
of Municipalities, which the mayor
chairs, he learned about the Sustain-
able Jersey initiative, which awards
points to a municipality en route to it
being considered “sustainable.”

The mayor said Sustainable Jersey
“lays out perfectly the things you can
do as a community to become greener
and hopefully to save money…it’s not
some nebulous-sounding green thing.”

The mayor also feared that enact-
ing an environmental commission
would add another layer of govern-
ment; he said the commission, which
would serve an oversight function,
would not have any power.

“I’m very pragmatic. If we’re go-
ing to do something, lets do it be-
cause we’re going to get good results,
not because it’s the politically correct
thing to do,” said the mayor, who
envisions enacting an energy audit, a
mayor’s wellness program and more
walking school buses if elected to a
second term as mayor.
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Firefighter Injured
During House Blaze

WESTFIELD – A Westfield firefighter
suffered minor injuries while battling a
three-alarm house fire Monday evening
that began on a back porch and traveled to
the first and second floors of the structure.

Westfield firefighters responded to the
blaze at the two-and-a-half-story, two-
family residence on Westfield Avenue at
6:55 p.m., according to Westfield Fire
Chief Dan Kelly. The fire was brought
under control within an hour and a half, he
said.

The unidentified firefighter sustained
injuries to his leg when a section of the first
floor collapsed, causing him to partially fall
through it. He was treated at Overlook
Hospital in Summit and released.

Chief Kelly said a male tenant living on
the first floor escaped through a first-floor
window, while a female tenant on the sec-
ond floor escaped down a staircase. The
chief said neither had reported any injuries
and are staying elsewhere locally. He said
the fire is believed to have started acciden-
tally, but that he currently could not confirm
the exact cause.

Nine other fire departments also re-
sponded, including Fanwood, Scotch Plains,
Mountainside, Cranford, Clark, Garwood,
Kenilworth, Plainfield and Roselle units.
The Union County EMS Rehab Taskforce
and the Westfield/Mountainside Red Cross
responded to the scene as well.

reasons he is running for town council
is due in part to working alongside
Mayor Skibitsky during his Saturday
morning office hours for the past four
years.

Mr. Della Fera said budget meet-
ings, from which the press is cur-
rently prohibited, need to feature a “a
free and frank exchange of ideas.” If
there were a “member of the press in
the room when a police officer’s po-
sition is being cut, it ends up on the
front of The Leader.”

The group was next asked how
Westfield can be more attractive to
businesses. Mr. Loughlin began by
noting the continued improvement
of the South Avenue streetscape and
reducing the number of overtime
parking tickets. Mr. Della Fera added,
“Over 50 percent of the overtime
meters are repeat offenders.” As for
the 10 percent unoccupied business
space in the downtown, Mr. Della
Fera attributed that to “the national
chains going bankrupt” such as
Bombay Company and Smith &
Hawken.

The final issue discussed was mak-
ing the town more environmentally
sustainable. “I want solar panels in-
stalled on our municipal buildings,”
Mr. Loughlin said. Mr. Delaney con-
curred about the use of solar panels.
“Having an eco-friendly community
should be a non-partisan issue,” added
Mr. Della Fera.

The entire interview can be seen on
video at goleader.com.

due to health reasons. Garwood is
one of 11 municipalities with repre-
sentatives on the authority. A replace-
ment has not yet been named.

During the workshop portion of
Tuesday night’s Garwood Council
meeting, Borough Attorney Robert
Renaud stated that he had just re-
ceived recommendations from the
planning board for an ordinance
change regarding fences at construc-
tion sites in the borough, and would
have documents ready for council
review at its next meeting.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
questioned language in the proposed
ordinance that allowed for the discre-
tion of the zoning official, rather than
requiring a chain link fence around
construction sites. She stated that there
was concern about the types of enclo-
sures being used at construction sites
due to safety concerns, “so children
couldn’t fall in a hole.” She cited a
recent issue with a contractor only
using a plastic orange fence.

Mr. Renaud said that he would
change the language to require a chain
link fence.

At the start of the meeting, resident
Pat DiFabio was honored by Mayor
Dennis McCarthy for his receipt of
the 2009 New Jersey State Jefferson
Award. The award is given in recog-
nition of volunteerism. Mayor
McCarthy cited Mr. DiFabio’s “out-
standing community service” for his
58 years with the Garwood Volunteer
Fire Department, as a past member of
the Garwood First Aid Squad, Presi-
dent of the Garwood Seniors and over
1,900 hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEN AT WORK...Construction workers from PSE&G were busy last Thursday
installing new gas lines and outdoor metering on Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Traffic was slowed on the busy road during the work.


