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Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
LOOK OUT BELOW…Winds ripped a tree in half on Roanoke Road in
Westfield, and one around the corner was uprooted along with the sidewalk lawn
on Quantuck Lane, shown above, during strong winds last Wednesday.

Evan Falk for The Westfield Leader
NIGHTTIME BLAZE...Westfield firefighters, assisted by mutual aid from nine neighboring town fire companies, battle the
blazing two-family house fire at 591 Westfield Avenue on Monday night. Extensive damage resulted, and one firefighter was
injured as he fell through a collapsing floor. He was treated at Overlook Hospital and released. See article on page 10 and
see photos at goleader.com/photos.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TOWN ISSUES...Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, right, above, discusses his
campaign for re-election and the issues in town with Leader/Times editor Michael
Pollack last Friday. Below, the Republican candidates for Westfield Town
Council – Sam Della Fera, Ward 1, second from left; Tom Delaney, Ward 3, third
from left, and Keith Loughlin, Ward 4, right – discuss their campaigns and ideas
for serving. Both interviews were taped, and the videos can be seen at goleader.com/
videos.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE CAMPAIGN FOR COUNCIL...See caption above and stories on this page.

GOP Candidates Discuss
Parking, Tickets, Downtown

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Town
Council Republican candidates Sam
Della Fera, Tom Delaney and Keith
Loughlin running for seats in wards 1,
3 and 4, respectively, were introduced
during a video-taped interview on Fri-
day at The Westfield Leader as “a
fresh, relatively young group of candi-
dates.” Second Ward Councilwoman
Vicki Kimmins, who is unopposed,
did not participate in the interview.

Both Mr. Della Fera and Mr.
Loughlin are attorneys, while Mr.
Delaney has a background in finan-
cial planning. Mr. Della Fera and Mr.
Delaney said First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana’s leadership while on
the town council led them both in part
to run for office. Mr. Caruana, who is
not seeking re-election, “has come
before us and has been very inspir-
ing,” Mr. Della Fera said.

Another source of support for Mr.
Delaney is Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
who asked Mr. Delaney to use his
“financial acumen” to try and fill the
shoes left by Mr. Caruana’s departure.

The first area of discussion posed
to the slate was crime in town.

“It’s an issue people are concerned
about. There has been an increase,
but it is more modest than people may
think,” began Mr. Della Fera. Mr.
Delaney concurred that the issue of
burglaries has not “exploded, as was
mentioned (during the Democratic
interview published in last week’s
Westfield Leader).” Mr. Loughlin
added, “Westfield, like Union County,

is not immune to crime. I think the
Westfield police do a good job to
keep us safe.”

When asked specifically about is-
sues impacting wards 3 and 4, with
road projects and repair work already
underway, Mr. Delaney mentioned the
changing of the traffic signal at Central
and South Avenues to have a dedicated
green turn signal on South Avenue. In
an effort to come up with a “permanent
solution” to the issue of parking around
Westfield High School, Mr. Loughlin
said he “will work with the board of
education and the (National Guard)
Armory...I want a fair resolution for our
residents and our students,” Mr.
Loughlin concluded on the issue.

When asked on which standing
council committees the candidates
see themselves best serving , all three
candidates stated that they would
like to serve on the finance commit-
tee. Mr. Delaney pointed to his fi-
nance background as qualifying him
to serve on the committee. Mr.
Loughlin said he would rely on his
network of relationships with area
politicians to create shared service
opportunities as a member of the
panel, while Mr. Della Fera said he
would have to “jockey for a posi-
tion” on the finance committee.

The candidates were asked about
transparency with regards to the coun-
cil and the mayor’s office. Mr. Della
Fera said that the recent AAA bond
rating given to the town government
means “something is working well.”
Mr. Loughlin added that one of the

Mountainside Mayor Viglianti
Remembered by Borough Officials

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – Six-term
Mountainside Mayor Robert Viglianti
died Sunday night after a long battle
with cancer. He would have turned 69
on Sunday, October 18.

A Mountainside resident since 1966,
he was serving his 22nd year as the
borough’s mayor, having been first
elected mayor in 1987 after serving
nine years on the borough council,
including seven years as council presi-
dent. Mr. Viglianti was re-elected
mayor in 1991, 1995, 1999, 2003 and
2007, and was currently the longest
serving mayor in Union County. Prior
to his governing body days, he had
been a volunteer on the borough’s

rescue squad.
Mr. Viglianti had been the founder

and chief executive officer of Westfield
Brace Company, a dental supplies com-
pany based in Westfield. He had also
been president of the New
Jersey Orthotic and Pros-
thetic Society and was a
former advisor to Medicare,
Medicaid and the Division
of Vocational Rehabilitation.

He was a graduate of
Westfield High School and
Waynesburg College, and re-
ceived a postgraduate de-
gree from New York
University’s Graduate School in
Orthotics and Prosthetics.

Borough Administrator James

Debbie, a 60-year, lifelong borough
resident who also serves as police chief,
said he has known Mr. Viglianti for 40
years, through the mayor’s involve-
ment in the 1970s on the rescue squad

while Mr. Debbie was a po-
lice officer.

“It’s going to be very dif-
ficult to continue without
him. He was Mr.
Mountainside,” Mr. Debbie
told The Westfield Leader.
“He was very involved in
the day-to-day operations of
the borough.”

Long-time Borough At-
torney John Post graduated with Mr.
Viglianti in 1958 from Westfield High
School. Although they did not know
each other as students, they became
acquainted after both of them moved
to Mountainside.

“Bob was a very single-minded guy,”
Mr. Post said, noting that the mayor
focused on specific objectives he
wanted to accomplish. “He was a very
integrated guy. You always knew where
Bob was coming from.” Among the
mayor’s accomplishments was an ad-
dition to borough hall, located at New
Providence Road and Route 22, which
included more space for the police
department as well as a second-floor
community room that has become
popular with seniors and other com-
munity organizations.

“He really treated the whole Bor-
ough of Mountainside like his extended
family,” Mr. Post added.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer com-
mented that, “Bob always took pride
in the fact that Mountainside is a nice
place to live.”

“What he left out is that he was a
leading factor in making Mountainside
that way. He always put Mountainside
first in all his endeavors,” Mr. Mortimer
said in a prepared statement to The
Leader. “To me, personally, he was the
example of what a government official
should be. It was never about personal
recognition or financial gain, but what
would benefit Mountainside the most.
He has set a very high standard to
which we all must aspire.

“While most of us knew Bob as our
mayor, and in some ways as a larger-
than-life figure, he was a family man.
We all thank Linda (his wife), Scott,
Crissy (son and daughter) and the rest
of his family for sharing him with us.
Because he was with us, Mountainside
is truly a much better place,” Mr.
Mortimer said.

Former Councilman Ron Romak,
now the borough’s public works and
facilities director, served with Mr.
Viglianti on the rescue squad.

“When you ask me what was Bob’s
greatest quality, it was probably (his)
ethics,” Mr. Romak said. “He’s the
guy that you wanted to watch your
back.” Mr. Romak said the mayor later

Highland Family Protests Placement
Of Crosswalk Near Home’s Driveway

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Karnofsky
family, who lives at 618 Highland
Avenue in Westfield, asked the town
council on Tuesday night to recon-
sider the installation of a crosswalk at
the intersection of Highland and
Sinclair Avenues, which will prima-
rily be used by children walking to
Franklin Elementary and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools.

“We feel that the proposed location
of the crosswalk is unsafe and could
have tragic consequences,” Brian
Karnofsky read in a prepared state-
ment.

The Karnofskys are concerned be-
cause their driveway backs directly
into the new crosswalk area, “creat-
ing a potentially dangerous situation,”
Mr. Karnofsky said, as his wife,
Karen, handed the council pictures
detailing the proximity of their drive-
way to children utilizing the cross-
walk.

“Making matters even more haz-
ardous, a utility pole will have to be
relocated next to our driveway to ac-
commodate the crosswalk at a cost of
approximately $4,000 to the town,”
Mr. Karnofsky read. “The new utility
pole will greatly obstruct visibility
into the crosswalk and of approach-
ing traffic...what if a child is in the
blind spot?” he asked.

Mr. Karnofsky – quoting a Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration statistic that 19 percent

of children under 16 who were in-
volved in traffic fatalities were pe-
destrians, and that nearly half of all
pedestrian accidents involving very
young children occur when a vehicle
is backing up in a driveway – said he
found it “ironic” that the Public Safety
Committee is recommending the
placement of a crosswalk for children
directly in the path of a driveway.

According to the Karnofskys, it
would be “much wiser” to shift the
crosswalk 20 feet down from its pro-
posed location, away from an active
driveway and a utility pole.

Town Council Public Safety Com-
mittee Chairman Mark Ciarrocca said
“extensive” work went into the deci-
sion to place the crosswalk where the
town felt it best. Mr. Ciarrocca said
the initial process came about after
citizens requested that the town place
a crosswalk in that area for children
to safely cross to Franklin School.

Mr. Ciarrocca said he, Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and Town En-

gineer Kris McAloon have all visited
the area in question during school
hours.

“Our biggest concern...is children
walking down your driveway apron
and crossing at that intersection,”
which is what presently occurs, Mr.
Ciarrocca said.

As to the Karnofskys’ suggested
spot to relocate the crosswalk, he
added, “We have to put in a crosswalk
where someone will use it.” Mr.
Ciarrocca gave the example of an
underused crosswalk leading people
to the Westfield Area “Y” in town.
Many people choose to cross in the
middle of a busy street rather than use
the designated crosswalk. The coun-
cilman said if the crosswalk were to
go where the Karnofskys wish, “chil-
dren will [still] continue to cut across
your driveway.”

Mrs. Karnofsky later retorted that
most individuals utilizing the “Y” are
adults. School-aged children are not

Mayor Skibitsky Says He Runs
WF as a Business, is Director

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Incumbent
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, re-
sponding to criticism from his may-
oral opponent, said that he cherishes
the “ceremonial” elements of his job
but that he “runs Westfield like a busi-
ness” first and foremost.

“When I ran for mayor four years
ago, I said I was going to run Westfield
as a business, and if you look at the
results I’ve had over the last four
years, I think we’ve done that,” Mayor
Skibitsky said before pointing to the
receipt of a AAA credit rating by S &
P (Standard & Poor’s) as evidence of
his administration’s success.

Expanding on his point, the mayor
noted that under his watch, the town
has either eliminated or reduced 22
positions; in addition, five positions
were eliminated through attrition.

“That’s where the money is in a
municipal budget,” the mayor said of
salaries and wages, which make up
roughly 45 percent of a municipal
budget.

“For my opponent to say I’m a
ceremonial mayor is sort of silly,” the
mayor said. “Westfield residents
know how hard I work,” he added,
before pointing to holding Saturday
morning office hours and overseeing
improvements to the town’s website
and local-access channel, TV-36.

Bill Brennan, the Democratic chal-
lenger, has accused the mayor of
never attending budget meetings. The
mayor, in turn, said he spends “an
inordinate amount of time” in private
meetings with Town Administrator
Jim Gildea and Town Council Fi-
nance Policy Committee Chairman
Sal Caruana.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Lombardo Resigns From
RVSA; Solar Meeting Held

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During the regular
meeting of the borough council Tues-
day night, Councilman Anthony Sytko
reported that he had held a meeting on
September 29 with representatives
from Rahway, Cranford, Linden, the
Garwood Board of Education and the
Kenilworth Board of Education to dis-
cuss forming a group in order to pur-
chase solar panels. Also in attendance
at the meeting was a representative
from the Union County Improvement
Authority (UCIA).

Mr. Sytko stated that if the munici-
palities and boards of education formed
a group to purchase the panels, a pri-
vate company would install them at no
cost to the government agencies, and
that at the end of a 10- to 15-year
leasing period, the towns would own
the panels. He stated that Union County
is offering a similar program, but that
the UCIA would be bonding the money
and then the county would own the

panels, charging the users for the elec-
tricity they generate.

Mr. Sytko stated that he felt it would
be better for the individual towns to
own the panels at the end of the lease
agreements, as the electricity would
then be free.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy ques-
tioned Mr. Sytko as to why he did not
invite the members of the borough’s
Green Team or the council’s Build-
ings and Grounds Committee to at-
tend the meeting. Mr. Sytko stated
that he only invited the heads of the
Green Teams from each municipal-
ity, “rather than packing the room.”

He stated that he was still waiting
for some information before sending
a full report to the other members of
the Green Team.

In other business, Mayor McCarthy
announced that former councilman
Charles Lombardo has resigned as
Garwood’s representative to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
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Robert Viglianti
1940 – 2009

GARDEN DEDICATION…A dedication was held last Thursday for The Little
Sprouts Garden for Children With Disabilities at First Children at Fanwood School
(formerly Children’s Specialized Hospital School). Pictured, from left to right, are:
JoAnn Neylan, Westfield councilwoman; Linda Stender, Assemblywoman, District
22; Master Gardener Florence Gramignano-Cermak, designer and general contrac-
tor on the garden; Ms. Gramignano-Cermak’s mother; Madeline DiNardo, coordi-
nator, Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union County Program; Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, and Karen Ensle, head of the Rutgers Cooperative Extension of Union
County, which houses the Master Gardener Program in Westfield.


