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Gallery Hosts Thaler
Fine Jewelry Show

WESTFIELD – Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, located at 549 South Avenue
West in Westfield, will host Vicki
Thaler Designs’ Fine Jewelry Trunk
Show on Friday, October 23, from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., and Saturday, October
24, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ms. Thaler has been a custom jew-
eler for more than 30 years. Residing
now in Connecticut, she makes one-
of-a-kind jewelry pieces that have
been honored at art shows and com-
petitions in America and in Europe.

Ms. Thaler will be on hand both
days to show and sell her jewelry. The
jewelry will be on display for these
two days only.

For information regarding the show,
call Jaclyn Civins at (908) 232-0412.

Fanwood Series Presents
The Ensemble Leonarda

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood Arts
Council present The Fanwood Cul-
tural Arts Performance Series at The
Carriage House at Fanwood Borough
Hall on Saturday, October 10, from 7
to 10 p.m. The event will feature
Ensemble Leonarda with Outreach
String Chamber Ensemble.

The Outreach String Chamber En-
semble of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will open the musical program. The
group will play several pieces, some
classical and some in more popular
modern genres.

The mission of NJIO is to bridge
the generations through music by
bringing quality music programs to
communities in and around Union
County. NJIO utilizes a collaborative
approach, bringing amateur musicians
of all backgrounds and ages together
in opportunities that develop an ap-
preciation for and experience with
musical performance.

Fanwood resident Susan Graham,
baroque flute, and Queens native

Nancy Kito, harpsichord, began mak-
ing music together more than 20 years
ago, when both were students at the
Peabody Conservatory of Music in
Baltimore.

These two founding members of
Ensemble Leonarda, a New York-
based early-music group, will present
a concert of baroque music on period
instruments. Both artists will present
serious music in an informal way,
with fun and insightful commentary.

Ensemble Leonarda was formed at
the Peabody Conservatory of Music,
where its founding members were
participating in the early-music pro-
gram. Named after the composer
Isabella Leonarda (1620–1704), this
group of gifted individuals came to-
gether to form an ensemble dedicated
to performing works of the Baroque
masters with vim, vigor and enthusi-
asm.

For more information and to re-
serve seats, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.
There is a suggested donation $7 and
$5 donation for seniors and students.
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New Jersey Theaters
Hosting “The Met:

Live In HD” During
The 2009-10 Season:

. Clifton Commons 16 (Clifton)

. Town Center Plaza (East Windsor)

. Edgewater 16 (Edgewater)

. Commerce Center 18
(North Brunswick)

. Garden State 16 (Paramus)

. Parsippany Cinemas (Parsippany)

. Rockaway 16 (Rockaway)

. Monmouth University-Pollak
Theatre (West Long Branch)

. Showcase at the Ritz
Center (Voorhees)

Experience Live
Opera at the Cineplex

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATE — The Metropolitan Op-
era continues to be as close as your
local movie theater. For the fourth
consecutive season, “The Met: Live
in HD” will transmit select Saturday
matinee performances, live in high-
definition, to movie theaters around
the world beginning at 1 p.m. EST on
Saturday, October 10.

This award-winning series, hon-
ored with a 2008 Peabody Award and
a 2009 Emmy Award, is one of Met-
ropolitan Opera General Manager
Peter Gelb’s many technological ef-
forts to bring the Met to a wider
audience, and the series has proven
enormously successful.

“Since ‘Live in HD’ started in 2006,
cumulative attendance for the first
three seasons is over 3 million. Last
year, we had our most successful year,
with over 1.8 million tickets sold
worldwide. Those numbers are based
on increases in the number of trans-
missions, the number of movie the-
aters and the number of countries. It’s
been building, and
the simulcasts sell
out quickly,” said
Metropolitan Op-
era Public Rela-
tions Manager
C h a r l i e
Siedenburg.

During the
2009-10 season,
nine operas will be
simulcast from the
Met: Tosca, Aida,
Turandot, The
Tales of Hoffmann,
D e r
Rosenkaval ier ,
Carmen, Simon
Boccanegra, Ham-
let and Armida.

Each simulcast
uses state-of-the-
art digital technology and cameras
placed throughout the Met’s audito-
rium to capture the action. Plus, the
worldwide HD audience gains an in-
depth look at the Met’s operations.

“The ‘Live in HD’ events are en-
hanced by specially produced fea-
tures that offer audiences a look be-
hind-the-scenes. These include live
interviews with singers, directors,
designers and stage technicians, as
well as documentaries and other short
features. In past seasons, the inter-
mission features have been hosted by
Met stars like Renee Fleming, Susan
Graham, Natalie Dessay and the late
Beverly Sills,” Mr. Siedenburg said.

The “Live in HD” season opens on
October 10 with a new production of
Giacomo Puccini’s dramatic and pas-
sionate Tosca, starring Karita Mattila
as Tosca, Marcelo Alvarez as
Cavaradossi and George Gagnidze as
Scarpia, conducted by Joseph
Colaneri.

On Saturday, October 24, Daniele
Gatti conducts Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida,
renowned for its Triumphal Scene,
with Violeta Urmana as Aida, Dolora
Zajick as Amneris, Johan Botha as
Radames and Carlo Guelfi as
Amonasro.

One of the Met’s most popular
productions, Franco Zeffirelli’s
spectacular staging of Puccini’s
Turandot, will be simulcast on
November 7. The cast includes Maria
Guleghina as Turandot, Marcello
Giordani as Calaf and Samuel Ramey
as Timur, conducted by Andris
Nelsons.

A new production of Jacque
Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffmann
will be shown on December 19,
directed by Bartlett Sher and

conducted by Mr.
Levine. The poet,
his four loves and
the four villains
will be sung by
Joseph Calleja,
Anna Netrebko,
E k a t e r i n a
Gubanova, Kate
Lindsey, Kathleen
Kim and Alan
Held.

Renee Fleming
and Susan
Graham sing the
lead roles of the
Marschallin and
Octavian in
Richard Strauss’
poignant Der
Rosenkavalier on
January 9, with

Mr. Levine conducting. The cast also
includes Kristinn Sigmundsson as
Baron Ochs and Christine Schafer as
Sophie.

Georges Bizet’s famous Carmen
takes the stage on January 16 in a new
production starring Elina Garanca as
the seductive gypsy, Roberto Alagna
as the seduced soldier Don Jose and
Mariusz Kwiecien as the bullfighter
Escamillo. Yannick Nezet-Seguin
conducts.

History will be made on February
6, when celebrated tenor Placido
Domingo sings the baritone title role
of Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra. Mr.
Levine conducts a cast that includes
Adrianne Pieczonka as Amelia,
Marcello Giordani as Gabriele and
James Morris as Fiesco.

Hamlet by Ambroise Thomas
returns in a new production on March
27, conducted by Louis Langree and
starring Simon Keenlyside as Hamlet,
Natalie Dessay as Ophelie, Jennifer
Larmore as Gertrude and James
Morris as Claudius.

The season concludes on May 1
with a new production of Gioachino
Rossini’s Armida starring Renee
Fleming and conducted by Riccardo
Frizza. The opera also stars Lawrence
Brownlee, Bruce Ford, Jose Manuel
Zapata, Barry Banks and Kobie van
Rensburg.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, visit metopera.org/
hdlive or fathomevents.com, or call
(800) Met-Opera (800-638-6737).
Tickets are also available at the movie
theaters.

Each simulcast will receive an en-
core presentation at select theaters on
Wednesday evenings. “The Met: Live
in HD” is also shown on public tele-
vision as part of “Great Performances
at the Met.”

Kean Univ. Introduces
Prof. Enrichment Series

UNION – The College of Visual
and Performing Arts introduces a new
Professional Enrichment Series this
year. Created by Dean Holly Logue,
the series offers a glimpse into the
lives and work of several distinguished
faculty members at Kean University.

These lectures and demonstrations
enable the faculty to share their tal-
ents, knowledge, and career high-
lights with the campus community.
All lectures will take place at 3:30
p.m. in the University Center Little
Theatre and are open to the general
public at no charge.

The Professional Enrichment Se-
ries will kick off on Monday, October
19, with Professor Alan Robbins of

the School of Design. His lecture,
“The Image Transplosion,” will fo-
cus on some of the dramatic changes
brought about by the image revolu-
tion while also examining what people
need to know to live in the brave new
world of the immersive image.

Joseph Amorino, of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts, will be the next
featured speaker, on Monday, No-
vember 9, with his lecture, “The Ar-
tistic Process: An Embodiment of
Global Intelligence.”

His PowerPoint presentation and
discussion moves beyond the artistic
product to examine the nature of the
underlying creative process. It invites
students, faculty, administrators and
artists to consider new ways of think-
ing about the arts and their critical
implications to education and
academia.

Continuing the series is Professor
Larry Tung of the Department of
Media and Film, with his presenta-
tion, “Beyond Black and White: Im-
ages of Asians and Asian Americans
in the Media,” on Thursday, February
4, 2010.

Acknowledging the fact that many
fourth and fifth-generation Asian
Americans still feel like foreigners in
this country in many ways, this talk
will discuss the under-representation
and misrepresentation of Asians and
Asian Americans in American me-
dia.

The Professional Enrichment Se-
ries will conclude on Monday, April
19, 2010, as Professor Stephen
Brower of the Robert Busch School
of Design discusses his award-win-
ning graphic designs and book
projects in a presentation entitled
“Designing My Life.”

Mr. Brower’s work appears regu-
larly in design annuals and his writ-
ing in several publications. For infor-
mation, call the College of Visual and
Performing Arts Dean’s office at (908)
737-4376 or via e-mail at
cvpa@kean.edu.

Kids Can Celebrate
Wild Things Release

WESTFIELD – Creative Kids is
celebrating the movie release of the
children’s classic “Where the Wild
Things Are” with a family event filled
with a variety of “wild” activities for
kids of all ages.

Kids can create Wild Thing-in-
spired crafts, hear readings of the
classic tale and groove to a lively
“wild” jam session. The event will be
held on Sunday, October 11, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is free, but
attendees must respond to (908) 232-
4949 or info@creativekidsnj.com.
Creative Kids is located on 1008 South
Ave West in Westfield.

Plainfield Symphony Orchestra
Plans a Double Celebration on Sat.

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Two milestones
will be celebrated during the Plainfield
Symphony’s gala concert this Saturday
evening: the orchestra’s 90th anniver-
sary and Maestro Charles Prince’s first
official performance as the orchestra’s
new music director.

How does an orchestra honor two
momentous occasions – involving the
past, present and future – in one perfor-
mance? In the case of the Plainfield
Symphony, the oldest community sym-
phony in New Jersey and the third
oldest in the United States, the answer
is to present three conductors in a unique
program that will begin at 7 p.m. at
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield.

The two most recent music directors,
Conductor Emeritus Sabin Pautza (1988-
2008) and George Marriner Maull (1982-
1988), will join Mr. Prince and guest
pianist Richard Alston (of West Orange)
for Brahms’ Hungarian Dance No. 6,
Ravel’s “Bolero,” Tchaikovsky’s
“Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture,”
the third movement of Mr. Pautza’s
“Sinfonietta Finale,” a suite of dances
from de Falla’s “The Three-Cornered
Hat” and Liszt’s Piano Concerto No. 1.

“This concert is unlike any other
because we’ve never had three of our
music directors all perform at the same
concert. Furthermore, this concert has
been intentionally programmed as a
festive evening of music with six shorter
and generally up-tempo pieces. That is
also unlike most of our concerts, which
usually involve at least one complete
symphony,” said Plainfield Symphony
President James Rowland.

It is interesting to note that, while
each conductor chose his own selec-
tions for the concert, Mr. Prince col-
laborated with Mr. Alston to select the
Liszt concerto as a reflection of the
Plainfield Symphony’s first-ever full-
length concert, which included music
by Liszt.

That was back in 1919, the year that
a small group of amateur musicians
met at Grace Church and were deter-
mined to organize a community or-
chestra.

Since then, the Plainfield Symphony
has enjoyed a rich history with a distin-

guished list of music directors, includ-
ing Christiaan Kriens (1919-1928),
Louis Bostelman (1928-1952), Samuel
Carmell (1957-1967) and Jose Serebrier
(1967-1973) prior to George Marriner
Maull’s arrival.

Several notable events in the
orchestra’s history are worth highlight-
ing such as the Plainfield Symphony’s
debut at Carnegie Hall on May 20,
1922. A concert in May 1928 featured
guest conductor Percy Grainger, who
led the symphony in the premiere of his
“Bridal Song,” a shorter version of “To
a Nordic Princess,” written for his wed-
ding.

Twenty years later, the symphony
was part of a larger ensemble that per-
formed an outdoor summer concert on
the Plainfield High School football field,
conducted by legendary bandleader
Paul Whiteman.

In addition to Percy Grainger and
Paul Whiteman, other famous artists
have appeared with the Plainfield Sym-
phony, among them Louis Persinger
(Sir Yehudi Menuhin’s first violin
teacher), John Corigliano, Sr. (one of
the New York Philharmonic’s former
concertmasters) and double bass vir-
tuoso Gary Karr.

One particularly famous appearance
that generated a lot of excitement was
that of Rita Dove when she was Poet
Laureate of the United States. Mr. Pautza
set three of her poems to music.

Betty Avis, a Westfield resident who
plays in the Plainfield Symphony’s first
violin section, began performing with
the orchestra in 1948 and remembers
many of these special concerts.

She has always enjoyed being a mem-

ber of a community orchestra because
of the players’ diverse backgrounds
and is delighted that the symphony has
reached this milestone.

“It’s really special for us to reach this
point of playing for 90 years without
missing a season,” she said.

Now, the orchestra will start creating
new memories with Mr. Prince, who
first conducted the Plainfield Symphony
during its 85th anniversary gala concert
in 2005.

“From that concert on, a love affair
started to bloom between me and the
musicians, community and orchestra’s
board,” Mr. Prince said. During the
orchestra’s search for a music director,
he conducted a subscription concert in
October 2008.

“The love affair was solidified, and it
was the best time I ever had working
with any musicians. When I was told
that I was chosen to be the next music
director, I was honored and beyond
thrilled,” he said.

Mr. Prince served as Associate Con-
ductor of The New York Pops from
1996 to 2003 and is also the new music
director of the Wiener
Operettensommer, a summer music
festival in Vienna.

He has guest conducted the Bavarian
Radio Symphony Orchestra and Munich
Symphony Orchestra, in addition to the
Verbier Festival, Utah Opera Festival,
Oregon Symphony Orchestra and nu-
merous others. Five years ago, he made
his debut with the Seattle Symphony.

Tickets for the Plainfield Symphony’s
90th anniversary concert are available
at plainfieldsymphony.org or (908) 561-
5140.

Kean’s New Enlow Recital Hall
Becomes the ‘Perfect Music Box’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – When four-time Grammy
nominee Michael Feinstein performed
at the black-tie grand opening of the
Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at
Kean University’s East Campus on
October 2, the red carpet was rolled out,
literally.

Searchlights signaled the event; po-
lice cars’ flashing lights added excite-
ment, and credentialed press snapped
away, capturing images of the gowned
women and tuxedoed men.

The audience was there to hear Mr.
Feinstein, cabaret pianist/singer
extraordinaire, on the new Fazioli F-
308, an Italian concert grand piano
built specifically for Kean’s newly reno-
vated performance space.

The recently remodeled 332-seat re-
cital hall offers state-of-the-art ameni-
ties designed to attract the finest con-
cert artists and performers in the world.
So, it was no wonder that Mr. Feinstein,
considered one of the greatest inter-
preters of the Great American Songbook
of Music from the 1930s and ’40s,
accepted the invitation to be the inau-
gural artist to perform in the Enlow
Recital Hall.

The building that was formerly the
Pingry School Chapel has undergone a
series of procedures that feature a raised
roof to provide more resonant sound.
The facility also boasts a curved sky-
light allowing for more natural light. In
his opening remarks, Kean University
President Dawood Farahi told the sup-
portive audience about the facility.

He added, “This is a perfect, Euro-
pean-style music box and a labor of
love for many of us.”

When Mr. Feinstein was introduced,
he walked onto the intimate stage, sur-
veyed the entire auditorium and gave
the “A okay” sign.

“I’m humbled and honored to help
inaugurate this space; this is a very
special occasion for me,” he said.

Thunderous applause followed his
appropriate opening number, “Let Me
Entertain You,” from the musical Gypsy.
Effortlessly, the cabaret singer/artist
presented a varied repertoire. He segued
from classic songs by Irving Berlin and
Cole Porter, to George Gershwin or
Rodgers and Hart.

Those classics were interspersed with
an occasional unusual love song, like
the comic “Rhode Island.” Mr. Feinstein
mastered falsetto notes that floated in a
whisper that could be heard throughout
the acoustically superior auditorium.

His charming repartee and anecdotes
included information not only about
the songs and their creators, but also
about memorable moments in his ca-
reer. He reminisced about singing Frank
Sinatra songs and confessed to being
almost frozen with anticipation as he
performed at a private party for “Ol’
Blue Eyes.”

Mr. Feinstein said he researched all

of the Sinatra films and played songs
from some of Sinatra’s most obscure
movies. After about half an hour, he
told the Kean audience, “Frank Sinatra
called me over and said, ‘How do you
know all of those songs? How old are
you anyway, 12?’”

Playing one of his own personal fa-
vorites, “My Romance,” written for the
musical Jumbo in 1935, Mr. Feinstein

showcased the Fazioli piano’s ability
when in the hands of an accomplished
pianist.

According to President Farahi, the
recital hall was made possible through
a generous gift from Gene and Shelley
Enlow, who were introduced on stage.
Mr. Enlow, the former chairman and
chief executive officer for Atlantic De-
troit Diesel-Allison, is currently the
chair of the Kean University Board of
Trustees.

In one of his concluding numbers,
Mr. Feinstein shared that Irving Berlin’s
1915 song “I Love a Piano” could be his
personal theme song. And that well
could have been the theme song for the
night as well, since the piano was show-
cased for all to love in the impressive
Enlow Recital Hall.

Local Bands to Play
Benefit For Ill Teen

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local bands
and musicians, including Scotch
Plains native and international re-
cording artist Pat DiNizio from The
Smithereens, will perform a benefit
concert this Saturday, October 10,
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Italian Ameri-
can Hall in Scotch Plains. Proceeds
will help an area teenager who is
battling leukemia.

Called “Kerripalooza” after Kerri
Mullen, a North Plainfield 18-year-
old who has been battling the disease
for the past two years, the show will
feature four musical acts including:
Mr. DiNizio; Westfield natives The
Orphans; Milan from North
Plainfield, and Buckles the Monkey.

Funds raised from the concert will
be donated to the Mullen family to
help offset ongoing medical expenses.

Tickets cost $40 and will include
food and drink. They can be pur-
chased at the door on the night of the
event or online at missiontix.com –
search on Kerri Mullen. For advance
ticket sales or further information,
call Gene at (908) 333-7673.

A look inside the Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at Kean University


