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JOIN THE BAND...The Westfield Community Band, a Westfield institution since
1912, has resumed rehearsals after a successful 97th season of summer concerts
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. To learn more, go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

I suffer from misoneism…a preten-
tious term for fear of the future. Well,
actually, I don’t. It just seemed a good
way to get right at the nub of director
Jonathan Mostow’s Surrogates. Truth is,
most of us are misoneists to some extent
or another. Which is why we are scared by
– but nonetheless drawn to – sci-fi sagas
set in a foreboding future.

If the writer wants to amplify the cau-
tionary quotient of his tale, he sets the
future darn close…in this case, it’s 2017.
That gives us scant less than eight years to
prepare for a world where anybody who’s
anybody – or maybe nobody in particular
– has his robotic surrogate out and about
doing his bidding while he controls the
action from home.

Don’t say it can’t come to pass. Our
text-crazed youth are already showing an
affinity for it, if not standing at the very
precipice of it. One cultural pundit be-
lieves that it’s caused by an increasing
aversion to making eye contact.

Take this unfortunate bit of social evo-
lution, hook it up with the next few tech-
nological advances perfected at Virtual
Self Industries (VSI), and voila, there’s
your brave new world. Everyone is
masked. It’s always Mardi Gras.

Only it isn’t. Cowardly new world is
more like it. It’s all the rage. Everyone’s
doing it. Even Bruce Willis’s FBI agent
Tom Greer. Though, we get the feeling
he’s really not into it.

The notion is confirmed when he’s
assigned the first murder case in recent
memory. Gosh, murder had become a
thing of the past. Even if one did want to
kill another, your only recourse would be
to have your robot attack the perceived
enemy’s robot. Meanwhile, both humans
would be creepily, but safely, ensconced
in their stim chairs.

However, because of what you’ll have
to figure out, someone or thing has
breached that obviously gauzy fortress
and killed a real live being. Greer is on the
case. But then, that age-old cliché is insti-
tuted, the one that first deters and then
spurs to greater action our more heroic
movie cops. He’ll have to handle this one
himself, literally.

Yep, no more vicarious thrills for this
guy, mom! It just never seemed right
anyway. Especially at home, where a
long festering domestic problem might
have already been resolved were it not for
the electronic distancing caused by surro-
gates. Hence, up out of the chair, he is the
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Surrogates: Accept
No Substitutes

naked ape renewed, challenged to solve
the case, mano-a-mano.

While the cat-‘n’-mouse aspect isn’t
novel in and of itself, the high-tech sce-
nario lends an intriguing polish to the
suspense. This is meant to be farfetched.
And doubtless it’ll be a while before we
graduate from that little round vacuum
cleaner robot to full-fledged surrogate
use. But the metaphor of anonymity and
isolation rings frighteningly true.

The art direction and delivery support
the alert. Adapting the graphic novel by
Robert Venditti and Brett Weldele, screen-
writers Michael Ferris and John Brancato
follow an important rule of thumb for
making science fiction truly captivating.
As long as there is imaginative consis-
tency within the fictitious world created,
no premise is too fantastic.

Too bad the action end of this whodunit
doesn’t match up to the cutting edge con-
cept. Save for a few very dangerous weap-
ons being brandished by supposed hu-
mans and/or automatons, the rough and
tumble aspect is the same old, same old.
Yet happily, despite Mr. Willis’s ump-
teenth appearance in the stereotype, his
charm time-travels well.

The physical difference between the
real Tom and his surrogate provides a
telling peek into the protagonist’s no non-
sense persona. While it’s difficult to de-
cide who more to applaud – the makeup
crew or the CGI techs? – we’ve no doubt
Willis is in there somewhere, certainly
deserving of credit for the latest word in
dual characterization.

Also worthy of praise is Rosamund
Pike as both Maggie, Tom’s despondent
wife behind the curtain, and her manne-
quin-perfect alter ego. Ditto for Radha
Mitchell as G-Woman Peters. But watch
out for a twist. You can’t tell the real
people from the surrogates, without a
scorecard. Criminals will love how iden-
tity theft is taken to a whole new level.

Surely more than one displeased critic
has suggested that you shouldn’t even
send your surrogate to see this movie.
Preferring to avoid such drollery, mainly
because I didn’t think of it first, but sec-
ondly because the film does have its in-
fatuating qualities, the advice here is have
your robot fetch Surrogates when it be-
comes available on DVD.

* * *
Surrogates, rated PG-13, is a Walt

Disney Studios Motion Pictures release
directed by Jonathan Mostow and stars
Bruce Willis, Rosamund Pike and Radha
Mitchell. Running time: 88 minutes.

Sepesi Releases First
In Young-Adult Trilogy

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – An ancient book
and a key engraved with five letters
provide the entrance into the magical
world of Kelmar in “The Guardian of
Kelmar,” the first book in the Kelmar
Trilogy written by
Bridgewater resi-
dent Laura Sepesi.

A young-adult
fantasy replete with
battles, mystical
creatures and sor-
cerers, “The Guard-
ian of Kelmar” fol-
lows the adventures
of Carmen Fox, and
her companion,
Blaze, as she trav-
els to Kelmar and
realizes her destiny
to restore peace to
the realm, which
has been torn for
centuries by wars
fought over good
and evil.

The idea for “The
Guardian of
Kelmar” came to
Ms. Sepesi in a dream when she was 13
years old.

“I was walking through a beautiful
green meadow beneath a perfectly blue
sky. I met a golden creature, Blaze, and
had a conversation with him.

“Later on in the dream, I was standing
with him looking over a cascading wa-
terfall of crystal-clear water. The scene
in which Carmen and Blaze first meet
was taken from that dream,” she said.

Like all good authors, Ms. Sepesi has
a strong relationship with her characters.

“I relate to Carmen very much, par-
ticularly early on in the story. While I
didn’t base her [character on] me con-
sciously, I do feel very connected to her,”

she said, adding that Carmen possesses
many of the qualities that the author
admires, including courage, compas-
sion, strength and determination.

“I love Blaze because he’s the ulti-
mate best friend. He’s someone that all
of us would want to have in our lives as

a companion. He’s
loyal, brave, caring,
and above all, he’s
genuine. He’s very
real to me,” said Ms.
Sepesi.

“I love the magic
and adventure of
fantasy,” she con-
tinued.

“I’ve always had
a vivid imagination,
and my daydreams
most often are those
of fantasy. …[it]
takes us away to
worlds that don’t
exist in reality,” she
said.

Young readers
who enjoy the
“Harry Potter”
books will find new
fantasy heroes in

“The Guardian of Kelmar.”
A Harry Potter fan herself, Ms. Sepesi

often hears fellow Potter fans say how
much they like her fantasy.

“It’s very flattering; J.K. Rowling is
one of my favorite authors,” she said.

“The Guardian of Kelmar” is the first
in a trilogy of “Kelmar” books.

The second, “The Secrets of
Kelmar,” is due to be released some-
time in 2010.

Ms. Sepesi will sign copies of “The
Secrets of Kelmar” at The Town Book-
store in Westfield on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

Whimsy and Color Meet Narrative
In Brown’s Bold and Rich Work

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The artwork of
Westfield resident Laura Brown was on
display at the Pearl Street Gallery in the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in Elizabeth.

Referring to her style of art as “self-
evolving,” Ms. Brown looks to classi-
cal works, contemporary realists, and
children’s book illustrators for inspira-
tion.

The current exhibit, which consisted
solely of works in
oil, was defined by
richness of color
and vastness of per-
spective.

“Bold contem-
plative explorations
of color and com-
positions fascinate
me,” she said.

Ms. Brown’s
work is also in-
formed by narrative,
and she sees a con-
nection between art
and text.

It’s a connection
that goes back to
when she was a tod-
dler and drew rep-
resentational im-
ages that illustrated
stories her mother
told.

Today, Ms.
Brown finds it chal-
lenging to “support the narrative with
images that give meaning to the text.”

She likes to inspire emotion in the
viewer, and she said she does this by
feeling the text itself.

“And so, to describe my relationship
to the text is to also define my under-
standing of illustration itself,” she said.

To see Ms. Brown’s work is to read
the inherent story that resides in each
piece of art.

She uses paintings of animals to ex-
plore relationships, as in her “Mother’s
Day,” which features brown bears and
her “Daddy and Me,” which shows two
elephants eye-to-eye with trunks en-
tangled.

Whimsy is also part of the narrative
that Ms. Brown tells with her art.

Her “Snowflake Fairy” and
“Snowman” have a mystical, fairy-tale
quality about them.

Ms. Brown earned her Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree and post baccalaure-
ate teacher certification from the School
of Visual Arts in New York City.

She taught fine art at Abraham Clark
High School from 1992 to 1999, and in
1993, she was awarded the Abraham
Clark High School Outstanding First

Year Teacher
Award.

Ms. Brown has
worked as a graphic
artist doing layout,
design and photog-
raphy for The
Hudson Reporter, a
newspaper in
Hoboken.

She also illus-
trates books, cre-
ates murals in New
Jersey and New
York, paints por-
traits, and works as
a fine arts instruc-
tor at the Arts Guild
of Rahway, the
Roselle Art Asso-
ciation and in her
Westfield art stu-
dio.

Ms. Brown has
recently joined the
Contemporary Art

Group and plans to exhibit new work
with them, and her black-and-white
illustrations will be in the fall issue of
Sprouts Magazine, which is published
by the New Jersey chapter of the Soci-
ety of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators.

Her illustrations have also been pub-
lished in Architectural Digest, Pen and
Ink Magazine, Arts and Antiques
Magazine and many other publica-
tions.

Many of the oil paintings that were
exhibited in the Pearl Street Gallery
can be viewed at Ms. Brown’s online
gallery at gallery.me.com/laurabrown
100008.

The Works of Laura Brown
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Don’t Drink the Water
Continues in Westfield

THE GUARDIAN...Bridgewater resident Laura Sepesi will sign copies of her
book “The Secrets of Kelmar” at The Town Bookstore in Westfield on Saturday,
October 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players opens its 75th anniversary
season with the Woody Allen comedy
Don’t Drink the Water, continuing 8
p.m. Friday and Saturday evenings on
October 10, 17, 23 and 24 with a mati-
nee at 3 p.m. on Sunday October 11.

Directed by Naomi Yablonsky, she is
assisted by Gerry Yablonsky, producer
Letty Hudak and Stage Manager Bar-
bara Ruban.

In this satirical and farcical comedy
set in the 1960’s Cold War era, the
Hollander family from Newark rushes
into an American embassy, two steps
ahead of Krojack from the Secret Po-
lice; the family is accused of spying
when they mistakenly take snapshots
of a restricted area.

As the embassy is temporarily being
run by the ambassador’s diplomati-
cally incompetent son, the Hollanders
have to think fast to make their way

back to America.
The cast features Patrick Carty as

Walter Hollander, Debbie Badal as wife
Marion and Angel Duncan as daughter
Susan. Jim Dingevan of Garwood is
Krojack, the head of the secret police,
who pursues them to the embassy, which
is run by Stan Kaplan of Westfield and
Peter Corey, his befuddled son.

Other local actors and actresses in-
clude Kristen Paparella of Scotch Plains
as the visiting dignitary Countess
Bordoni and Mark Douches of Scotch
Plains as the visiting Sultan.

Continuing the opening night tradi-
tion, “first nighters” are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast and
crew after the curtain rings down.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908) 232-
1221 is on, and all reserved seating is
$20. The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. To learn more,
view westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Alliance Rep. Takes Chance on ‘Love’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Love Song by John
Kolvenbach certainly is not a typical
boy-meets-girl play. But then, Alliance
Repertory Theater in Rahway is not a
typical community theater. Housed in
the intimate upstairs theater of Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway, this company loves to take
risks with its selections.

The play, Love Song, the theater’s
season opener that runs weekends
through October 24, provides a thought-
provoking and unique look at love.

In the opening scene of the two-act
play, a dim light reveals Beane (Scott
Tyler), a young man sitting alone in his
nearly dark apartment. With a navy-
colored cap yanked down over his
greasy hair, the unshaved man sits in a
stupor.

Only absolute necessities make up
the contents of his barren apartment.
His two rickety, mismatched lawn chairs
accompany a small table. A single cup
serves as both plate and drinking uten-
sil. There are no forks or knives since a
spoon serves the purpose of both.

Beane gets out of his chair, pushes
the multi-armed floor lamp in the apart-
ment, setting it to rock back and forth.
As the encircling lights mesmerize him,
the rear wall of his apartment closes in
on him physically as well as emotion-
ally. With psychedelic music blasting
in the background of the scene, the
audience is not sure whether Beane is
drunk, on drugs, is crazy or all of the
above.

The unkempt, unshaved and uncom-
municative Beane next goes to the apart-
ment of his sister Joan (Beth Painter of
Westfield) and brother-in-law Harry
(Kris Longwell).

Superficially, Joan and Joe are suc-
cessful and normal on the opposite end
of the spectrum from Beane. They have
found a psychiatrist for Beane but are
not certain whether he will go for
therapy. When Harry tries to give Beane
an oral personality test, Beane runs
Harry through a maze of philosophical
conundrums.

Joan, a typical type “A” personality,
defends her strange brother. Ironically,

this uptight, straight-laced Joan proves
to be quite the enabler for her weird
brother.

Beane then meets the girl who
changes his life. Molly (Samantha
Beedle) appears in his darkened apart-
ment to steal what little possessions he
has. She even dons his extra pair of
jeans and shirt. An attraction develops,
and soon, Beane proudly announces to
Joan and Harry that he has fallen madly
in love.

He’s so over-the-moon in love with
Molly that we cannot help but see the
earth-shattering difference in his de-
meanor, appearance and language when
he speaks with Molly or to his sister
about his new perspective on life.

Some of Beane’s language in Act II
provides a flash of recognition to any-
one who has experienced finding a soul
mate. The playwright’s words, through
Beane, are exquisite poetry.

There is, of course, a major problem
with this love duet that easily could turn
to cacophonous, jarring discord. No
spoiler alert here: just know that the
ending will leave much room for deep
discussion.

Orchestrating fast-paced timing, di-
rector Michael Driscoll has once again
pulled stellar performances from his
cast. Ms. Painter is terrific as Joan, the
clipped-talking, obnoxious perfection-
ist. Mr. Longwell nicely plays
longsuffering Harry as the husband who
tries to juggle his wife’s baggage to
make the marriage work.

In a riotously funny scene, Harry
entices Joan to do something she has
never done — lie and call in sick from
work in order to play hooky with him.

Ms. Beadle’s interpretation of Molly
shines with just the right amount of
glowing energy. Mr. Tyler is disturb-
ingly haunting in his unforgettable por-
trayal of Beane.

Director Driscoll’s selection of mu-
sic for transitions, scene changes and
intermission is spot-on perfect in re-
peating a song lyric that echoes what a
character has just said, thought or felt.
Mr. Driscoll leaves nothing to chance
in this production except one’s inter-
pretation of the play’s deeper mean-
ings.

Musical Club of Westfield
Begins its 94th Season

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present the first pro-
gram of its 94th season on Wednesday,
October 14, at 1 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, featuring music for organ,
harp and voice, with accompaniment
provided by a variety of instruments.

Organist F. Allen Artz, of Elizabeth,
will perform three works by J. S. Bach,
including the Praeludium pro Organo
plen (E-Flat Major), BWV 552,1; the
Chorale Prelude on Christ, unser Herr,
BWV 684, and the “St. Anne” Fugue,
BWV 552,2.

Soprano Maureen Monroe of
Cranford will perform a selection of
songs from the musical theater, includ-
ing “Here I Am” from Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels by David Yazbek,
“Moonfall” from The Mystery of Edwin
Drood by Rupert Holmes, “Take Me To
the World” from Evening Primrose by
Stephen Sondheim, “I Hate Men” from
Kiss Me Kate by Cole Porter, and “The
Saga of Jenny” from Lady in the Dark
by Kurt Weill. Mary Beth McFall of
Roselle will accompany her on the
piano.

Several different ensembles will join
harpist Beverly Thomson Shea, of
Scotch Plains, to perform music from
three centuries. For baroque composer

George Frideric Handel’s Harp Con-
certo in B-Flat Major, accompaniment
will be provided by a string quartet
comprised of Debra Biderman and
Lubove Schnable, violins; Roland
Hutchinson, viola, and Linda Kessler
Fink, cello.

For romantic composer Auguste
Wiegand’s The Harp of St. Cecilia, Mr.
Artz will join Ms. Shea on the organ.
And for 20th-century composer Alan
Hovhaness’ work, Upon Enchanted
Ground, the ensemble will include
Westfield flutist Jenny Cline, Watchung
cellist Peg Tristram and Scotch Plains
percussionist Arc Razal, who will play
the giant tam-tam.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light re-
freshments will follow the performance.
All are welcome to stay and meet the
performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield, in its
94th season, is comprised of perform-
ing and associate (non-performing)
members who share a common interest
in music.

The club provides scholarships for
promising young musicians to pursue
their musical education. New members
are welcome. For membership infor-
mation, call (908) 232-2173 or visit
westfieldnj.com/mcw.

NJWA Kids ‘n’ Arts
Provides Arts Education

FOR THE KIDS…The violin is one of
the instruments introduced to students
in Kids ‘n Arts, an art, music and drama
program for children ages 3 to 5, spon-
sored by the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – An introduction to
the creative and performing arts awaits
area children, ages 3 to 5, who join the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Kids ‘n’ Arts (KNA) program,
a weekly two-hour drop-off class, which
begins on Tuesday, October 13.

The program,
now in its 16th
year, has provided
youngsters with an
introduction to art,
music and drama
in a safe, comfort-
able and creative
environment. With
a curriculum de-
signed specifically
for this age group,
children express
their natural tal-
ents with such
themes as “Dis-
covery of Self,”
“Discovery of
Others” or “Dis-
covery of the
World.”

During the art
segment, children
listen to the music
of Mozart while
they create arts and
crafts using a variety of mediums. In
music, the group learns about rhythm
and pitch, using their voices and per-
cussion and tonal instruments.

They are also introduced to vari-
ous instrumental instruction
throughout the year. The drama seg-
ment of KNA encourages the chil-
dren to express themselves through
acting, theater games, creative
movement, dance, puppetry and
pantomime.

The KNA staff includes Donna
Stein, who possesses a Bachelor of

Science degree from Southern Con-
necticut State University and a
master’s degree and certification as a
learning disability teacher consultant
from Seton Hall University.

A former educator in the Westfield
School system, Ms. Stein, a land-

scape and portrait
artist, is an evalua-
tor for the Paper
Mill Playhouse’s
Rising Star Awards
Program.

A graduate of
Vassar College
with a Bachelor of
Arts degree and
from the New En-
gland Conserva-
tory of Music with
a Master of Music
degree, Maureen
Monroe has a
range of experi-
ence in perform-
ing, directing and
teaching.

She has exten-
sive operatic expe-
rience as a princi-
pal artist, producer
and director. A vo-
cal music teacher

at the NJWA Music Studio, Ms. Mon-
roe has performed in many area mu-
sical theater venues.

Kids ‘n’ Arts will begin its fall
semester on Tuesday, October 13.
Parents may choose a Tuesday, or
Thursday class at either 9:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. Tuition for the 15-session
semester is $470. Students may en-
roll at any time, and tuition will be
pro-rated.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696
or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.


