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SHARING HIS STORY…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club program direc-
tor Richard Dobyns, left, expresses thanks and presents a plaque to Malcomb
Nettingham of Scotch Plains, a former Tuskegee Airman in World War II. The
Tuskegee Airmen are today considered pioneers in the integration of the United
States’ armed forces.

Mr. Nettingham Recalls
Role as Tuskegee Airman

SCOTCH PLAINS – Longtime
Scotch Plains resident and World War
II veteran Malcomb Nettingham
spoke to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club on September 9 about
his historic participation in the United
States military’s first integrated train-
ing program.

A 1936 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate, he later be-
came one of the “Tuskegee Airmen,”
an all-black unit that broke the color
barrier in 1946.

The Tuskegee Airmen, famous for
their role as fighter pilots escorting
American bombers raiding Europe, also
included a bomber group consisting of
African-American air corpsmen.

It was during training as a radio
operator to serve on B-25 bombers
that Mr. Nettingham participated in a
pioneering effort by the U.S. military
to make training more efficient by the
simple expedient of eliminating sepa-
rate classes for white and black train-
ees. It was the first integrated training
program ever in the American armed
forces.

“There were five of us African-
Americans, along with 20 white fly-
ers, and all together we passed a pro-
ductive, peaceable 26 weeks until we

completed our radio training,” Mr.
Nettingham, now 90, told the
Rotarians. The integrated training pro-
gram went unannounced at the time
and even today remains largely un-
known to Americans.

The Tuskegee Airmen established
the capabilities of a non-white group
typically denied opportunities in
American society. However, the
American military remained segre-
gated by race until 1948, three years
after the Tuskegee fighter pilots
achieved heroism on behalf of the
Allied cause in the latter days of
World War II. President Harry Truman
then issued a historic order desegre-
gating the armed forces.

Mr. Nettingham’s weeks of train-
ing with the integrated group of
radiomen had taken place in 1945,
and by the time training ended, it was
too late for the Tuskegee bomber
group to ship out for action overseas.
Nevertheless, he and his radiomen
peers entered history by foreshadow-
ing today’s integrated military.

Mr. Nettingham went on to a career
in industrial electronics. Now retired,
he has spoken to various area organi-
zations about his wartime experi-
ences.

Emerald Society Plans
Pub Night Celebration
AREA – The Union County Emer-

ald Society will celebrate its 28th
anniversary with its annual Pub Night
on Saturday, October 24, starting at 8
p.m. It will take place at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street in Kenilworth.

The fraternal organization of law
enforcement officers and firefighters
of Irish descent will honor William
Laverty as Irishman of the Year and
Bella Nugent Laughlin as Irishwoman
of the Year.

The Bobby Byrne Show with Charlie
Warwick will provide Irish entertain-
ment. Tickets cost $25 and will in-
clude beer, wine, soda and snacks.

The Union County Emerald Soci-
ety strives to celebrate Irish heritage
and culture, while also supporting
such causes as Project Children, the
Union County Baseball League and
Hurricane Katrina relief.

For tickets and more information,
call Lester Sargent at (908) 272-8977,
Jack Geoghegan at (908) 245-2471 or
Jack Casey at (732) 382-5982. Tickets
also will be available at the door.

Classes to Commence
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will take place at the First
Congregational Church on Tuesday
evenings, October 13 and 20, from
6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Classes will be held
in Room 21 on the second floor of the
McCorison Christian Education
Building, located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. These classes are de-
signed for beginners and open to ev-
eryone.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
gentle, graceful movement based on
ancient Asian Qigong wellness sys-
tems. It is designed to reduce stress
and enhance flexibility. The practice
is performed standing up, and ordi-
nary street clothing is appropriate.

Laura Berzofsky, a certified Inte-
gral Tai Chi and Qigong instructor,
will lead the group practice. The
church’s Board of Christian Educa-
tion will sponsor this program. Free-
will offerings will be accepted to ben-
efit the church’s outreach programs.
October donations will benefit the
Waysharers, a faith-based outreach
program for adults with developmen-
tal disabilities. For additional infor-
mation or to register, call Ms.
Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169. Drop-
in students also will be welcome.

Coat Drive Underway
To Benefit the Needy
WESTFIELD – The Community Ser-

vice Committee of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors
(GUCAR) is conducting its 16th an-
nual coat drive through Thursday, Oc-
tober 22. Men’s, women’s and children’s
styles and sizes of coats and jackets are
welcome. They will be distributed to
local families and charitable agencies
throughout Union County.

Coats and wraps may be brought to
the GUCAR office, located at 767 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield, Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. All items should be clean and in
wearable condition. For further details,
call the association at (908) 232-9000.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 10/15/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Repair Contract, North-2010; Various
locations in the Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union, and Warren - Including and North of Route 57; North Region;
100% State; DP No: 09432

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 9/24/09, 10/1/09 and 10/8/09, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 10/29/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 Park Avenue / Bonnie Burn Road Contract No. 047989040; Intersec-
tion Improvements; Borough of Watchung, Somerset County; Township of

Scotch Plains, Union County; Somerset and Union Counties;
Federal Project No: STP-0040(162) UPC NO: 989040; DP No: 09174

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/8/09, 10/15/09 and 10/22/09, The Leader Fee: $183.60

‘Folk Music Café’ Due
At Library Next Week
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Public Library will
present its “Folk Music Café” on
Thursday, October 15, at 7 p.m. Fea-
tured musicians will include Tom
Picard, a guitarist, banjo and mando-
lin player; Gary O’Neill, a multi-
instrumentalist who plays folk, blues
and rock and roll, and Steve Comeau,
an acoustic-blues guitarist from
Scotch Plains.

The Folk Music Café is sponsored
through a grant from the Watts-
Mountainside Community Founda-
tion. Admission is free. Coffee and
desserts will be available. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza. For more
information, visit
mountainsidelibrary.org and click on
the Folk Music Café button or call the
library at (908) 233-0115.

Legislative Office Interns
Are Thanked for Efforts

WESTFIELD — Twenty-one lo-
cal students who completed intern-
ships this summer in the Westfield
and Summit legislative offices of
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick and Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz received cer-
tificates honoring them for their vol-
unteer work on behalf of the residents
of District 21.

“We are impressed with the quality
of students who were willing to volun-
teer their time in our busy legislative
offices this summer. They are a tremen-
dous asset and we are lucky to have
them working on behalf of our con-
stituents,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Bramnick said it was a two-way
street with both groups benefiting from
the internship experience.

“Interns are an extremely important
part of our legislative team. They come
to work eager and willing to help the
citizens of New Jersey and in return
they gain insight and knowledge on
how the state government operates. In-
terning also gives them an opportunity
to explore whether they may be inter-
ested in pursuing elective office some-
day,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Mrs. Munoz stressed the fact that
they are an “exceptional” group of stu-
dents who played an integral role in the
workings of the office.

“They are a wonderful group of young
men and women who were able to build
strong working relationships with each
other, the constituents and our office
staff,” she said.

Anthony Torres, who will be a senior
this fall at Millburn High School, has
interned in the legislative office for the
past three summers. He had this to say
about his experience: “My time at the
21st District Legislative Office has given
me a greater understanding and appre-
ciation for the legislative system. The
individuals here are all extremely help-

ful, and are always willing to teach you
something new.”

Intern duties include answering tele-
phone calls, assisting constituents in
obtaining information from various state
agencies, researching legislation, draft-
ing responses to constituent inquiries,
coordinating meetings and scheduling
items, and attending district events, Mr.
Kean said.

This summer’s interns were:
Westfield residents, Stephanie Albright
of Westfield, a Boston College student;
Eric Hagstrom, Michelle Ball, Shelby
Carlin, Westfield High School (WHS)
graduates; Sally Bregman, a George
Washington University student, and
Cara Martone, a WHS student; Brett
Buchalter of Short Hills, a student at
Stanford University; Waydell Carvalho
of Union, a Rutgers University student;
Lauren Fine of Short Hills, a Millburn
High School (MHS) student; Laura
Johnson of Springfield, a graduate of
Lehigh University, and Frannie
Kenajian of Cranford, a graduate of
Cranford High School.

Other interns were Rebecca Kress
of Short Hills, a Dartmouth College
student; Carlos Maclay of Millburn,
an MHS student; Cara Martone of
Westfield, a Westfield High School
student; Cara Murphy of Hillside, a
Muhlenberg College student; Cadet
Donald Paolella, 3rd, of Roselle Park,
a student at The Citadel; Vincent
Paolella, a Roselle Park High School
student; Joseph Perrotta of Warren, a
student at Immaculata High School;
MHS students Gabriella Solimine,
Anthony Torres and Alane Trafford,
all of Short Hills, and Matthew Zubrow
of Far Hills, a student at The Pingry
School.

Additional information about intern-
ship opportunities may be obtained by
calling (908) 232-3673, (908) 232-2073
or (908) 918-0414.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that Board
of Health Ordinance #99, entitled

“AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO SALARIES OF OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY”,

was adopted at a meeting held on Octo-
ber 5, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after publication as required by
law.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/8/09, The Leader Fee: $17.85

Semifinalists Named In Merit Program
AREA – Earlier this month, offi-

cials of National Merit Scholarship
Corporation (NMSC) announced
the names of approximately 16,000
semifinalists in the 55th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program,
including several from the local
area.

These academically talented high
school seniors have an opportunity
to continue in the competition for
some 8,200 National Merit Schol-
arships, worth more than $36 mil-
lion, that will be offered next spring.

Those recognized include, from
Scotch Plains, Sophie Chou and
Zachary Flanzman from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, as
well as Dylan Liu, Michael Sexton,
Albert Wu and Patricia Yeh from
Union County Magnet High School.

Those recognized from Westfield
include Westfield High School stu-
dents Abigail Burton, Andrew
Gates, Emily Greene, Jessica
Margolies, Andrew Marino and
Yixiao Wang. Also, Victoria Roeck,
a Westfield resident who attends
Summit’s Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child, was named a semifinal-
ist.

To be considered for a Merit
Scholarship award, semifinalists
must fulfill several requirements to
advance to the finalist level of the
competition.

About 90 percent of the semifi-
nalists are expected to attain final-
ist standing, and approximately half

of the finalists will win a National
Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit
Scholar title.

Comm. Center Announces
Scholastic Award Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Center will be accepting appli-
cations for two scholarship awards
that have been made possible by gen-
erous bequests of the late Dr. and Mrs.
Hubert G. Humphrey, former residents
of Westfield and Scotch Plains.

The scholarships are awarded to
African-American students in grades
7 through 12. The late Dr. Hubert G.
Humphrey, a physician, established
the Dr. Hubert G. Humphrey Scholas-
tic Achievement Awards at the
Westfield Community Center.

A community leader, volunteer, and
philanthropist, Dr. Humphrey served
on the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Community Center and the
Scotch Plains Board of Health. Dr.
Humphrey took an interest in encour-
aging the highest academic achieve-
ment of African-American school-
aged children in Westfield and its sur-
rounding towns.

The awards are designed to moti-

AG Asked to Review County
Employees Campaign Work
CRANFORD — The Union

County Watchdog Association
(UCWA) has asked the State’s Attor-
ney General (AG), Anne Milgram, to
issue an advisory opinion regarding
public employees working on parti-
san campaigns during work hours.

Tina Renna, president of the UCWA
stated that the problem is “rampant in
Union County government” and she
has brought this issue, along with
what she said is evidence, to the at-
tention of the state’s AG’s office in
the past but has seen “no evidence
that any action was taken.”

“I’ve found new hope that the state
might crack down on this abuse of the
public trust,” Mrs. Renna said. “Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine has cited the Fed-
eral Hatch Act several times during
his re-election campaign this sum-
mer, alleging that his opponent,
former Federal prosecutor Christo-
pher Christie, violated it while a fed-
eral employee.”

“The Hatch Act is very clear in say-
ing political activities are off limits,’”

Gov. Corzine said in a Star-Ledger
article this summer that Mrs. Renna
quoted in her press release.

“I hope that this interest in upholding
the Hatch Act, which prohibits federal
employees from engaging in partisan
politics, both on and off duty, will be
put to use on the problem of public
workers engaging in campaigning for
their perspective employees at the local
level here in the State of New Jersey.

“Governor Jon Corzine has had the
power to do something about this activ-
ity, which erodes our democracy, for
four years. Perhaps now he’ll step up
and stand up to the power-brokers who
orchestrate these campaigns and do
something about it since he has admit-
ted to seeing the value of the law,” Mrs.
Renna stated.

The complete letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Milgram please see http://
unioncountywatchdog.org/docs/ and
look for the letter dated October 5, 2009
with subject heading, “Letter Milgram
10-09 employees working campaigns
w. attach.pdf.”

PUMPING UP MATH/SCIENCE EDUCATION IN MOUNTAINSIDE…Thomas
Conroy, left, supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction for the Mountainside
School District, Stephen Izzo, center, and Jeanette Baubles, Chief School Adminis-
trator for the Mountainside School District, accept a $750 Educational Alliance
Grant Check from Exxon Mobil Corporation supporting mathematics and science
education at the PreK-2 Beechwood School in Mountainside. Mr. Izzo, district
resident and professional fundraiser, secured the grant, awarded to only 2,400
schools nationwide, courtesy of the Exxon Mobil station located at 1413 Route 22
East in Mountainside. Mr. Izzo will be recognized for his efforts at the regularly
scheduled Mountainside Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, October 13.

New Jerseyan Insurance
Policies Among Highest

AREA – Health insurance policies
in New Jersey rank among the most
expensive in the United States due to
over-regulation and expensive man-
dates, according to a newly released
study from the National Center for
Policy Analysis (NCPA).

Americans for Prosperity released
the study September 23 at the Hands
Off My Health Care Conference at
the Forsgate Country Club in
Jamesburg.

“New Jersey premiums are nearly
twice the national average for small
group and individual policies, and the
rest of the country can expect similar
cost hikes if the proposed regulations
are enacted by Congress,” NCPA Se-
nior Fellow Devon Herrick said.

The NCPA study, “Applying the
Lessons of State Health Reform,”
shows that only New York and Mas-
sachusetts residents pay more for
coverage than New Jersey residents.

“It’s unreasonable that many fami-
lies who buy their own insurance
must pay much more than families in

neighboring states,” Mr. Herrick
added. “For example, a New Jersey
family pays more than three times as
much annually as Wisconsin residents
and about 59 percent more than Penn-
sylvania residents just across the
Delaware River. And, because of even
stricter mandates, a Massachusetts
family plan costs more than four times
as much as one in Michigan.”

Another problem, Mr. Herrick said,
is state mandates that require insur-
ance companies to cover treatments
that most people don’t really need.
“In vitro fertilization, chiropractors
or addiction treatment may be impor-
tant to some patients, but should ev-
eryone in a particular state be re-
quired to pay premiums for those and
40 other mandated categories? Resi-
dents should be allowed to choose
what coverage best fits their families’
needs and budget.”

“To significantly reduce the num-
ber of uninsured, New Jersey should
foster competition and choice, which
would reduce costs and improve qual-
ity for patients,” said study author and
NCPA Senior Fellow Michael Bond.

Another key solution to the  prob-
lem of inequitable costs and pricing
consumers out of the market, is to
drop the decades-old restrictions that
prevent anyone from buying health
insurance across state lines, accord-
ing to Mr. Herrick. “New Jersey could
set an example for the rest of the
country by becoming the first to pass
legislation to permit crossing state
lines to buy more affordable private
health insurance,” he said.

Massachusetts has the highest av-
erage family premium rate at $16,897
annually. New Jersey is third at
$10,398, behind New York’s average
of $12,254. Wisconsin rated lowest at
$3,087. The national average is $5,799
per year.

Local Student Honored
At Denison University
WESTFIELD – Denison University

student Julianne DiLeo of Westfield
was named an Eloise A. Buker Fellow
in the Women’s Studies Program and a
fellow in the sociology/anthropology
department. Julianne is a member of
the class of 2010.

Denison University is a liberal-arts
institution located in Granville, Ohio.

Clark Raises Funds
For her University

WESTFIELD – Katherine Clark of
Westfield is helping to gain key sup-
port for Susquehanna University as a
supervisor for its student-calling pro-
gram.

For more than 20 years, the
Susquehanna student-calling program
has raised critical funds for the uni-
versity. Currently, 31 students par-
ticipate in the program, which oper-
ates for 10 weeks in the fall and six
weeks in the spring.

Student participants contact par-
ents and alumni to encourage them to
support the university by making a
donation.

Funds raised are used to support
scholarships, laboratory equipment,
research, athletics, the library and the
arts, among other endeavors. The call-
ing program aims to raise
about$185,000 this year from 1,600
donors; last year, student callers raised
$155,000.

Katherine, a senior communica-
tions major, is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Lynn M. Siegel.

MS P.A.L. to Hold
Cop-Trot, Tot-Trot

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 10th
annual Mountainside P.A.L. 5K Cop-
Trot/Tot-Trot will be held on Satur-
day, October 17, at the Deerfield
School, located at 302 Central Av-
enue in Mountainside. Registration
begins at 8 a.m.

The Mountainside P.A.L. 5K walk
/ run event will kick-off with a
children’s Tot-Trot for ages six and
under which begins at 8:30 a.m. The
5K run/walk begins at 9 a.m. In addi-
tion to the 5K run/walk, all are invited
to enjoy the music provided by DJ
Rey and there will also be free health
screening provided by NBD Fitness.

For more information, visit
mountainsidepal.com or call Laura at
(908) 415-0222.

vate African-American students to
achieve better grades by rewarding
them for grade improvements, deter
dropouts and to increase student inter-
est in planning for their future.

The deadline for application is
Thursday, October 15, and awardees
will be notified by December 15. To be
eligible, each applicant must be a mem-
ber of the Westfield Community Cen-
ter and reside in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood or Plainfield.

Applications are available at the
Westfield Community Center or via e-
mail request sent to
WestfieldComCtr@gmail.com or
from the Westfield Community
Center’s website,
wccassoc.wordpress.com.
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