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Blue Devils Shatter Records at Cougar Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar Soccer Boys Ransack Rumson Boys, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ball in the middle and DeMars stepped
in front of the keeper and tipped it
over his head. We have scored a lot of
goals on set pieces. It’s not something
that has been our strongest point in
the past, but we’ve worked hard at it
and it’s paying off,” coach Curci said.

“I figured DeMars would make the
run. There was a gap between the 18-
yard line and the keeper, so I figured
if I put it right on the stick, DeMars
would run up and head it in. Connor’s
probably got one of the best headers
I’ve ever seen,” Kaskiw explained

The flow of excellence paid off
again 11 minutes later after Ryan
Lopes made a great throw-in and
midfielder Nick Pace charged the re-
bound on the right side and tapped it
in. With four minutes left in the half,
Kaskiw lifted a shot into Pace, who
noticed the Bulldog goalie charging
toward him. Pace quickly used his
head to nudge the ball into the net.

“The first goal, I was just standing
wide where the coach told me to play.
Then the ball kicked wide. It was
right on my foot and I just put it in.
The second goal, Kaskiw sent it deep
over the top. The goalie came out and
I realized that the only way of scoring
was heading it in,” Pace described.

Four minutes into the second half,
Alex Rocha got the ball in to Pace,
coming down the right side. Pace
scooted a low ball to his left where
Hartnett drilled a point-blank shot
into the net.

“It was from Rocha. He (Pace)
played it out wide, crossed to me and
I just knocked it in. (As a team) we
were keeping our shots low,” Hartnett
said.

Kaskiw got his opportunity to score
when he zinged a shot into the net
with 10 minutes left in the game.

“I like having goals but my job is a

sweeper. I am a defender. There was
a gap in the midfield. I figured if the
ball was going to come out as a re-
bound, I would be right open to shoot
it. I tried to keep it low, put it in the
corner,” he explained.

Throughout the game, center
midfielder Ray El-Khoury out-
muscled and outmaneuvered defend-
ers to keep the ball in Bulldog terri-
tory.

“Ray just dominated out there to-
day and he worked extremely well

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO FIND SOME OPEN GROUND…Cougar running back J.P. Christiano, No. 36, looks for a stretch of open field
late in the second quarter against the Rahway Indians. Defensive back Sean Trotter blocked a point after touchdown attempt
but the hosting Indians scored 19 points in the first half and duplicated it in the second half to win, 38-7, on October 3.

Johnson at 104.225.
“We just had a fantastic meet against

South Brunswick. We beat last year’s
season-high, which was 104.95. We
beat it by a whole point (105.95). We
had a freshman, who was injured, so
we have been working through that.
She (Melissa Gara) was back last

Tuesday. We are working really hard,
trying to stick our beam routines and
be as clean as we can, and increasing
our scores as much as we can,” Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said.

Raiders Lindsay Robinson and Alex
Peluso were expected to perform a
very difficult Tsukahara (handspring,
full twisting back flip) on the vault.

Although not placing in the top-six in
the vault, Robinson placed fourth on
the unevens with an 8.775 and Peluso
placed fifth on the floor with a 9.15.

Prior to the meet, Rodrigues, the
all-around champion the past three
years, said, “I’m doing some new
tricks, but mostly the same routines,

just trying to clean them up from the
past few years. I have been training a
lot recently. I feel good today and I
think our whole team looks really
good. It will be a fun meet. I want my
last year to be a lot of fun.”

Rodrigues’ uneven bar routine,
which consisted of a shoot over from
the high bar, release to the low bar

with some hand stands and a double-
tuck dismount, earned her first in the
event with a 9.45. Cummings was
second at 9.25.

Cummings, the 2007 state cham-
pion in the vault, was expecting to
perform a front handspring, front tuck
maneuver in the vault.

“They are a lot better than they
have been in the past month, which is
a very good sign. Hopefully, I can be
successful in that event tonight.

Cummings won the event with a
9.55 and Rodrigues placed second at
9.3. Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger
placed sixth at 9.075. Cumming also
grabbed top honors on the beam with
a 9.5, followed by freshman team-
mate Lindsay Ripperger at 9.45 and
Rodrigues tied with ALJ’s Ferdinandi
at 9.3. Bohlinger won the floor exer-
cises with a 9.325, followed by
Rodrigues at 9.275 and Ripperger at
9.225. Cummings took sixth with a
9.075.

“Each year, my girls add more dif-
ficulty, especially on the spring floor,
Jenna Rodrigues and Lindsay
Ripperger are throwing double fulls
(somersaults), landing them and look-
ing pretty,” coach Bryan said.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 111.2, 2. Cranford (C)

105.725, 3. Johnson (J) 104.225, 4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 102.875, 5.
Watchung Hills (WH) 97.425, 6. North
Brunswick (NB) 91.75, 7. Columbia (Co)
90.55, 8. Union (U) 87.95, 9. Union Catho-
lic (UC) 83.55, 10. Dayton (D) 49.55, 11.
Linden (L) 35.225

VAULT:
1. Cummings (W) 9.55, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.3, 3. Walch (C) and Maloney (L)
9.225, 5. Ferdinandi (J) 9.1, 6. Bohlinger
(W) 9.075

UNEVEN BARS:
1.Rodrigues (W) 9.45, 2. Cummings

(W) 9.25, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 9.0, 4.
Robinson (S) 8.775, 5. Walch (C) 8.625,
6. Dianca Briscese (J) 8.6

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Cummings (W) 9.5, 2. Ripperger

(W) 9.45, 3. Rodrigues (W), Ferdinandi
(J) 9.3, Walch (C) 9.15, 6. McAuliffe (C)
9.075

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Bohlinger (W) 9.325, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.275, 3. Ripperger (W) 9.225, 4.
Walch (C) 9.2, 5. Peluso (S) 9.15, 6.
Cummings (W) 9.075

ALL-AROUND:
1. Cummings (W) 37.375, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 37.325, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 36.375, 4.
Walch (C) 36.2, 5. Briscese (J) 35.3, 6.
Maloney (L) 35.225

with Connor DeMars. I thought right
up the middle we were terrific,” coach
Curci said. “I’m so proud of these
boys because they continue to work
hard, continue to work at their game.
In practice, when we do our keep
away drills, they work hard and they
want to get better at it, and it transfers
onto the field. We played a good team
today. We came out and played prob-
ably our best soccer of the season.”
Rumson-FH 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5
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Cougars Get 5th Seed
In UCT Girls Soccer
The No. 3 Westfield High School

girls soccer team received the top
seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received the sec-
ond seed. New Providence received
the third seed, Union received the
fourth seed and the Cranford Cou-
gars received the fifth seed.

The Preliminary round is sched-
uled for Saturday, October 10, and
the quarterfinals are scheduled for
Saturday, October 17, at the home
of the higher seed. The semifinals
are scheduled for Sunday, October
25, and the finals are scheduled for
Saturday, October 31, in Clark.
1. Westfield plays winner of 16.
Roselle Park/17. Elizabeth
9. Governor Livingston at 8. Oak Knoll
12. Kent Place at 5. Cranford
13. Rahway at 4. Union
14. Linden at 3. New Providence
11. Union Catholic at 6. Summit
10. Brearley at 7. Johnson
15. Roselle Catholic.18. Plainfield win-
ner at 2. Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Cougar V’ballers Top
Summit, Rahway

The Cranford Cougars Crush girls
volleyball team defeated Union City,
25-9, 25-13, on October 5. Meghan
Bartsch had 12 assists, five aces, four
kills and one block. Alex Bizub had
eight service points, four kills and a
block. Kaitlyn Irwin had 12 assists,
four kills, three digs and a block.
Katie Knorr had four kills and two
blocks.

Cougars Top Canucks
In Girls Tennis, 5-0

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team shutout North Plainfield,
5-0, on October 1.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Marissa
Sarfati, 6-2, 6-2
Second singles: Liz Berry d Leslie
Monroy, 6-2, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Jackie Ramirez, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Elizabeth Lombardo and
Gabriel Zapata, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Myra Cema and AnnaMaria
Koutsana, 6-0, 6-0

Lady Cougars Blank
Linden in Tennis

The Cranford Cougar girls added
another shutout to their list with a 5-
0 victory over Linden on October 2.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Naomi
Hatulan, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Liz Berry d Viviana
Montenez, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Alessandra Bolanos, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Maria Vasquez and
Jacinda DosSantos, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Natasha Rodrigues and
Glisban Rojas, 6-0, 6-0

Cougars Top Rahway
In Tennis Sectionals

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team shutout Rahway, 5-0, in
the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Tournament on
October 5.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Emmy
Victor, 6-2, 7-5
Second singles: Liz Berry d Nirali
Sampat, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Paloma Ferreyra, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Emily Tavarez and Jen-
nifer Matos, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Zaniah Brown and Pauline
Victor, 6-3, 6-0
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Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY STEADY ON THE BEAM…Raider Jessica Colineri performed various
handstands on the balance beam.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Senior Sarah Dowzycki, the leading scorer on the
Cougar girls soccer team, scored five goals in the past four games last week.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING THEMSELVES AT THE INVITATIONAL…Several Cougar girls mix with several Blue Devil gymnasts prior
to the start of the Cougar Invitational gymnastics meet. The Westfield girls placed first with a meet record 111.2 and the
Cougar girls finished second with a 105.725.
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Cougar V’ballers Rap
Johnson Crusaders

The Cranford High School girls
volleyball team trounced the visiting
A. L. Johnson Crusaders, 26-7, 25-
18, on October 1. Meghan Bartsch
notched four kills, seven aces, five
service points with two aces and one
block. Alex Bizub hammered eight
kills and had five service points with
two aces. Sarah Barry had eight ser-
vice points with five aces and had
seven assists. Kaitlyn Irwin had seven
service points with two aces and four
digs. Katie Knorr had four kills and
one service point. Kristin Rupp had
three service points and three kills.

Cougar V’ballers Stop
Summit, Rahway

On October 3,  at the HTC tourn
in Rahway, the Cranford Cougars
Crush girls volleyball team made it
to the quarterfinals with wins over
Summit- 25-16, 25-16, and Rahway,
25-16, 25-15. A face-off with
Pascack Hills led to a second place
pool finish.

Kaitlyn Irwin was voted the
Cranford All-Tournament player.
She finished the day with two kills,
seven assists, 11 service points and
19 digs.


