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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
WALCH GETS FOURTH ALL-AROUND, THIRD IN VAULT

Blue Devils Shatter Records
At Cougar Gymnastic Invt’l

PACE NETS 2 GOALS, ASST.; KASKIW 1 GOAL, 2 ASSTS.

Cougar Soccer Boys Ransack
Rumson-Fair Haven Boys, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excellent footwork, solid defense,
precision setup plays and no wasted
shots on goal added up to a 5-0 vic-
tory by the 9-0, 13th-ranked Cranford
High School boys soccer team over a
good, 5-3 Rumson-Fair Haven team
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 1.

Everything did click, beginning
with the footwork that set the visiting
Bulldogs back on their hindquarters.
A glaring example came from George
El-Khoury, who skid the ball between
a defender’s legs, then looped around
him to regain control of the ball.
Sweeper Pat Kaskiw and Eric Walano
saw to it that the defense was indeed

solid, so that senior Scott Boyer, an
All-State Third Team goalkeeper,
needed only to make a few decisions
in the game.

“That’s because of our defense in
front of him. Scott comes up big
when he has to come up big. When he
needs to be on his game, he is. When
he had to come out and get some
balls, they were making some decent
runs on some through balls, he came
out. His timing was good. He’s just,
in my opinion, the best keeper in the
county,” Cougar Head Coach Mike
Curci said.

“That seems to happen a lot lately,
why he doesn’t get shots on him, but
he makes big saves. He came up with
a big save against Union Catholic.
Our defense is really good. I think
half the reason is that our defense is

so strong too. That helps a lot,” added
senior forward Pat Hartnett.

But the crosses and passing to set
up dangerous shots on goal were also
right on the money. The Cougars out-
shot the Bulldogs, 13-2, and goalie
Trevor James was forced to make
eight meaningful saves. The first ex-
ample of a sweet setup came with the
Cougars’ first goal when Kaskiw
drilled a free kick from midfield into
the box where Connor DeMars headed
it in the 11th minute.

“We have been working on creat-
ing and trying to make sure we are
making the right run. Like I have
always told the boys, you are going to
very limited good golden opportuni-
ties. You have to finish. Our first goal,
we had three guys converging on that
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Blue Devil seniors Lacy Cummings
and Jenna Rodrigues knew their team
was favored to win the Cougar Invita-
tional gymnastics meet held in
Cranford on October 2. The Westfield
High School girls have won the title
the past three years, setting a meet
team total record each time, last year
being a lofty 108.275

“So far, our highest has been a
107.975 and that wasn’t even with all
our best scorers. We have so much
potential this year. Hopefully here,
we are going to show how much po-
tential we have,” Cummings said.

“I foresee us breaking our record of
last year”, said the clairvoyant Blue
Devil Head Coach Melissa Bryan.
“Throughout the season, we have been
close to hitting that record so far and
I haven’t had my starters in. My girls

are looking really solid in warm-ups,
controlled, confident. I perceive a
successful meet.”

Successful indeed! The Blue Dev-
ils not only topped the meet record,
they shattered it with a 111.2, the
highest team total in the state to date
(October 2). Cummings edged
Rodrigues for the all-around title with
respective totals of 37.375 to 37.325.

But the meet, which consisted of
11 teams, had several additional teams
vying for the title. The hosting
Cranford Cougars, who had won the
team title in 2002 and 2003, finished
second with a very strong total of
105.725.

During warm-ups prior to the meet,
Cougar Head Coach Michele Charney
Hulse said, “We are continuing to
progress. We are adding more diffi-
culty. Right now, we have a couple of
injuries but we are trying to manage

as best we can. Overall, the girls are
doing better. They are exactly where
they should be at this time of the
year.”

Cougar sophomore Mary Kate
Walch was expected to add a back,
one-and-a-half somersault to her floor
exercise routine and a pike Tsukahara
on the vault.

“Tonight, she is adding more diffi-
culty in her tumbling. She is a consis-
tent, all-around performer,” coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch placed fourth in the all-
around with a total of 36.2, just be-
hind A.L. Johnson’s Brie Ferdinandi
at 36.375. She also tied for third with
Linden’s Kelsey Maloney in the vault
with a score of 9.225. She also took
fourth on the floor with a 9.2, fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.625 and fifth on
the balance beam at 9.15, followed by
teammate Danielle McAuliffe at
9.075.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood presented
a strong team and finished fourth
with a total of 102.875 behind A.L.

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

Probitas Verus Honos

COMEDY
NIGHT

The Stand-up Comedy of

Jeff Norris

Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick

and television star & comedian

Monday, October 12, 2009
6:00 – 9:00 pm

Tickets: $150.00                 Adults Only
BUFFET DINNER  /  CASH BAR

For more information call: Mary Liebau
908-322-7000 ext. 17

Crossroads
78 North Avenue

Garwood, NJ

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer • 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

Cougars Get Top Seed
In UCT Boys Soccer
The No. 13 Cranford High School

boys soccer team received the top
seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament, which will
begin on October 10. No. 14
Westfield and No. 16 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood received the second and
third seeds, respectively. Union
received the fourth seed. The
quarterfinals are scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 17, the semifinals
are scheduled for Friday, October
23, and the championship is sched-
uled for Saturday, October 31, at 7
p.m. in Clark

PRELIMINARY ROUND:
1. Cranford hosts Roselle Catholic/
Union Catholic winner
9. Summit at 8. Elizabeth
12. Rahway at 5. Governor Livingston
13. Oratory at 4. Union
14. Dayton at 3. SPF
11. Plainfield at 6. New Providence
10. Linden at 7. Johnson
15. Brearley at 2. Westfield
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOTALLY IN CONTROL OF THE MIDDLE…Cougar center midfielder Ray El-Khoury, No. 14, out-muscled and
outmaneuvered defenders to keep the ball in Bulldog territory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE “GIANT” SWING…Cougar sophomore Mary Kate Walch performs giant
swings on the uneven bars. Walch placed fourth all-around with a total of 36.2.


