
Page 14  Thursday, October 8, 2009 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Make
Hunterdon Central See ‘Red’
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Raider Volleyball Girls Halt
Summit Hilltoppers in 2 Games
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culty in her tumbling. She is a consis-
tent, all-around performer,” coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch placed fourth in the all-
around with a total of 36.2, just be-
hind A.L. Johnson’s Brie Ferdinandi
at 36.375. She also tied for third with
Linden’s Kelsey Maloney in the vault
with a score of 9.225. She also took
fourth on the floor with a 9.2, fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.625 and fifth on
the balance beam at 9.15, followed by
teammate Danielle McAuliffe at
9.075.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood presented
a strong team and finished fourth
with a total of 102.875 behind A.L.
Johnson at 104.225.

“We just had a fantastic meet against
South Brunswick. We beat last year’s
season-high, which was 104.95. We
beat it by a whole point (105.95). We
had a freshman, who was injured, so
we have been working through that.
She (Melissa Gara) was back last

Tuesday. We are working really hard,
trying to stick our beam routines and
be as clean as we can, and increasing
our scores as much as we can,” Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said.

Raiders Lindsay Robinson and Alex
Peluso were expected to perform a
very difficult Tsukahara (handspring,
full twisting back flip) on the vault.
Although not placing in the top-six in
the vault, Robinson placed fourth on
the unevens with an 8.775 and Peluso
placed fifth on the floor with a 9.15.

Prior to the meet, Rodrigues, the
all-around champion the past three
years, said, “I’m doing some new
tricks, but mostly the same routines,
just trying to clean them up from the
past few years. I have been training a
lot recently. I feel good today and I
think our whole team looks really
good. It will be a fun meet. I want my
last year to be a lot of fun.”

Rodrigues’ uneven bar routine,
which consisted of a shoot over from
the high bar, release to the low bar
with some hand stands and a double-
tuck dismount, earned her first in the
event with a 9.45. Cummings was
second at 9.25.

Cummings, the 2007 state cham-
pion in the vault, was expecting to
perform a front handspring, front tuck
maneuver in the vault.

“They are a lot better than they
have been in the past month, which is
a very good sign. Hopefully, I can be
successful in that event tonight.

Cummings won the event with a
9.55 and Rodrigues placed second at
9.3. Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger
placed sixth at 9.075. Cumming also
grabbed top honors on the beam with
a 9.5, followed by freshman team-
mate Lindsay Ripperger at 9.45 and
Rodrigues tied with ALJ’s Ferdinandi

at 9.3. Bohlinger won the floor exer-
cises with a 9.325, followed by
Rodrigues at 9.275 and Ripperger at
9.225. Cummings took sixth with a
9.075.

“Each year, my girls add more dif-
ficulty, especially on the spring floor,
Jenna Rodrigues and Lindsay
Ripperger are throwing double fulls
(somersaults), landing them and look-
ing pretty,” coach Bryan said.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 111.2, 2. Cranford (C)

105.725, 3. Johnson (J) 104.225, 4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 102.875, 5.
Watchung Hills (WH) 97.425, 6. North
Brunswick (NB) 91.75, 7. Columbia (Co)
90.55, 8. Union (U) 87.95, 9. Union Catho-
lic (UC) 83.55, 10. Dayton (D) 49.55, 11.
Linden (L) 35.225

VAULT:
1. Cummings (W) 9.55, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.3, 3. Walch (C) and Maloney (L)
9.225, 5. Ferdinandi (J) 9.1, 6. Bohlinger
(W) 9.075

UNEVEN BARS:
1.Rodrigues (W) 9.45, 2. Cummings

(W) 9.25, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 9.0, 4.
Robinson (S) 8.775, 5. Walch (C) 8.625,
6. Dianca Briscese (J) 8.6

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Cummings (W) 9.5, 2. Ripperger

(W) 9.45, 3. Rodrigues (W), Ferdinandi
(J) 9.3, Walch (C) 9.15, 6. McAuliffe (C)
9.075

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Bohlinger (W) 9.325, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.275, 3. Ripperger (W) 9.225, 4.
Walch (C) 9.2, 5. Peluso (S) 9.15, 6.
Cummings (W) 9.075

ALL-AROUND:
1. Cummings (W) 37.375, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 37.325, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 36.375, 4.
Walch (C) 36.2, 5. Briscese (J) 35.3, 6.
Maloney (L) 35.225

Blue Devil V’ballers Raise
Over 7 K for Breast Cancer
Visiting Union Catholic may have

earned a 25-12, 25-22, victory over
the Westfield High School girls vol-
leyball team but the event did some-
thing far more important on October
2, raise over $7,000 for Breast Cancer
Awareness.

Prior to the match-up, The First
Annual Play for Pink event featured a
serving contest, a bake sale, a silent
auction, as well as many additional
items for sale.

“The serving contest was a hit, as
was the silent auction, bake sale,
face painting, wall pledges and other
trinkets that were for sale,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Bev Torok, who
wanted to thank sponsors of the
event: Amper Politzner and Mattia,
Anthony James Construction,
CompleteCollegePlanningSolutions.com,
Estevez Plumbing and Heating,
Manning Selvage and Lee Merit

Kitchens – MK Design
meritkitchens.com, Rubin Family
and Lord and Taylor.

“This was such a worthwhile event,
not only raising funds for the Susan
G. Komen Foundation, but raising
awareness in all about breast cancer,”
coach Torok said. “We want to find a
cure in our lifetime!”

The 6-4 Blue Devils got 10 assists
and two digs from junior setter
Jennelle Abbattista. Senior middle
blocker Lisa Nehring had four kills
and one block. Sophomore libero
Grace Antonelli had nine digs and
junior outside hitter Emma Partridge
notched three kills.

Julie Monroy notched five kills and
a dig for the 7-3 Lady Vikings. Colleen
Sweeney had 13 assists, two aces and
a kill. Emily Wilson had seven kills
and three digs. Brenda Eke had two
digs, two kills and a block.

Describing the early romp in Game
1, Wenson said, “One thing that is
real important is that before the game,
we pump each other up so we’re ready
to play. Once we went on that service
run (Wenson-4 aces) it kept the mo-
mentum going.

“After Kim’s service run, when the
ball came over, we kept hitting the
ball down,” added Brand.

Commenting on Game 2, which
turned out to be a close battle midway
through, (11-9), Deduck said, “When
we get our service passes up, we tend
to slow down.”

From there, the Raiders, who had
rolled off six straight points, built up
dominating momentum and jumped
to a 20-13 lead. The defense picked
up the momentum and slammed the
door for the win with the help of a kill

from Phelan and the finishing point
by junior Danielle Scweizer.

“We got a kill down by Aysia on a
really good set. Once that happened,
everyone got excited, we got our
passes up and get our sets in,”
Wenson said.

“It was a great game. Sometimes
we let the other teams not earn all
their points and we tend to make
mistakes. Today, they had to earn all
their points,” added Brand.

“Defensively, we have been work-
ing on block coverage. I think we are
really a fast team. Amanda White, our
libero, is always on the ball, always
making the right decisions on whether
the ball is in or out. With our speed
and ball awareness, we’re all over the
court and that helps to get points,”
Deduck said.

Lady Raiders Beat
Monroe in Soccer

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team
defeated Monroe, 2-1, in Scotch
Plains on October 3. Avika Shaw
and Sarah Canfield each netted a
goal for the Raiders and Sarah
Vanbuskirk added an assist. Paige
Della Badia and Taylor Sebolao
shared the goalkeeping responsi-
bilities.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Somerville in Soccer
The 8-0, No. 3 Westfield High

School girls soccer team knocked
Somerville from the ranks of the un-
defeated with a 2-0 shutout in
Somerville on October 3. After a
scoreless first half, Becca Kape and
Katie Ponce rippled the net with the
help of assist from Catherine Kerr
and Robyn Knapp.

pose at hand, which is winning the
game.”

Midfielder Ryan Heine was aware
of his purpose. From a restart, Heine
drilled a left to right shot into Joe
Greenspan, who headed the ball into
the net to give the Blue Devils a 1-0
lead with two minutes remaining in
the first half.

“He’s excellent in restarts, gets
possession in the midfield, beats play-
ers when he is supposed to, moves the
ball off when he supposed to. I think
he’s the best midfielder I’ve seen all
year. He has a tremendous advantage
of having Joe (Greenspan) with him.
The two of them are forming a very
nice connection,” coach Kapner said.
“We are doing a great job on restarts.
I think, better than any team I’ve ever
had! We’ve scored off throw-in re-
starts. We scored off corner kicks.
We’ve scored off middle third re-
starts. We almost had one right out-
side the 18 (yard mark). The goal-

keeper made a phenomenal save. The
kids are running the plays effectively
and finishing.”

That great save by Red Devil goalie
Chris Zan came in the second half,
several minutes after Heine lifted a
free kick into midfielder Phillip
Mendel, who also scored on a nice
header.

“Phil has scored two games in a
row,” said coach Kapner. “How cool
is that?”

The Blue Devils out-shot the Red
Devils 12-4. Zan finished with seven
saves and Blue Devil Adam Fine,
who played the entire game at keeper,
made several wise decisions to finish
with four saves. Fine’s goalkeeping
in this game, along with Zach
Zagorsky’s and Dylan Simon’s
goalkeeping, have given the Blue
Devils their sixth shutout of the sea-
son. And the Blue Devils’ defensive
backs saw to it that their Red Devil
opponent’s shots on goal were mini-
mized.

“The goalkeeping, the depth is al-
most ridiculous. The three of them
are all exceptional goalkeepers. Adam
played a great game today. I think
putting Evan (Heroux) in at sweeper
really solidified our defense. We are
marking very well,” coach Kapner
said. “When Phil (Mendel) moved
into the midfield, he became a defen-
sive presence in the midfield. Phil
and Eric Byers, playing that purely
defensive midfielder, really secured
the midfield and allowed Ryan Heine
and Joe Greenspan to do what they do
best. And they did it very well today.”
Hunterdon Central 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2
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Raider Boys Shut Out
U. Catholic, Linden

The 16th ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team shutout Union Catholic, 3-0, in
Scotch Plains on October 2 then shut
out visiting Linden, 4-0, on October 5.

Matt Greaney fired in two goals
and Brendan McEvoy ripped in an-
other against the Union Catholic Vi-
kings. Greaney and Travis Cortez each
netted a goal and an assist against the
Linden Tigers. Mike DelSordi and
Brian Kahn scored the other goals for
the 8-1-1 Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST ANNUAL PLAY FOR PINK…The Blue Devil girls volleyball team was in the pink prior to the First Annual Play
for Pink event, on October 2, which raised over $7,000 for Breast Cancer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEADY ON THE BEAM…Raider Jessica Colineri performed various handstands on
the balance beam at the Cougar Invitational gymnastics meet in Cranford on October 2.
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CRANFORD $525,000
Charming English Colonial. Offers
3/4BR, 3-Season porch, archways,
chestnut wdwrk, red oak flrs, wood-
brng fplc, FDR w/corner hutches.
Close to NJ transit train & bus,
schls, restaurants, parks, town pool.
MLS: 2713365.

FANWOOD $479,000
Lovely 4BR Colonial. Updt EI-Kit
w/granite ctrs, LR w/fpl, lrg Mas-
ter. Beautifully landscaped yard w/
pond.
DIR: North Ave to Westfield Rd;
corner of Montrose.
MLS: 2713091.

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,249,000
Impressive! Spacious top of the line
Kitchen w/lrg center isle opens to
family room w/fplc & leads to 2-
level Trex deck. Inground heated
pool, 1st flr Master suite w/stunning
bath, walk out basement. Possible
in Law Suite.
MLS: 2697416.

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,500
Newer CH Colonial w/large rooms,
Family room w/fplc & SGD to yard
opens to Kit, spacious Master w/wi-
closet, Fbth & office, nice sized BR,
lovely landscpd yard.
DIR: New Providence to Woodland
to Central.
MLS: 2693185.

SCOTCH PLAINS $750,000
Young Center Hall Col. Gracious
LR & FDR, Family room w/fplc
opens to large EI-Kit, lovely Mas-
ter w/full Bath, WI-Closet & Sit-
ting Rm, 1st Flr guest/au-pair suite,
impressive foyer, nice landscaping.
MLS: 2710601.

SCOTCH PLAINS $395,000
3BR/1.5BA charming Colonial.  Re-
cent updts include gorgeous new Kit,
Central Air, forced hot air & win-
dows. Refinished hardwood flooring
throughout, sunroom, covered patio.
Deep lot. Very clean. Great price.
DIR: Westfield Ave. to Mountain
Ave.
MLS: 2702546.

WESTFIELD $1,950,000
Designing & building yesteryear to-
day, Simpson’s has set a new stan-
dard of excellence with this Classic
1920’s Shingle style house with 3'
eaves & sweeping roof lines. Superb
craftsmanship, design, & architec-
tural detail.
MLS: 2709045.

WESTFIELD $1,289,000
Picturesque Colonial with an abun-
dance of charm! Beautifully reno-
vated & expanded w/top quality
craftsmanship, exceptional detail-
ing & stylish decor. Open floor plan
& filled with light.
MLS: 2716010.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

327 Westfield Rd.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

282 Central Ave.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

2080 Mountain Ave.

SMASHING HOME A WINNER...Raider middle hitter Kim Wenson strikes fear in the Hilltopper front court with her four
kills. Becky Brand, No. 13, left, and Aysia Peterson, No. 14, provided the necessary punishment to defeat Summit in two games.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times


