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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Talking State Titles,
WHS Is Leader of Pack

As we head into October and the
state tournament season slowly works
its way onto our calendar – and com-
ing off the football team’s bye week –
it’s a perfect time to retake a look at the
most successful (i.e., winningest) pro-
grams in state history, the schools that
have won the most individual/relay
and team state championships.

For those who missed it when it was
announced in the Devil’s Den last
year, the winningest team in state his-
tory is Westfield High School. The
Blue Devils have won 105 team titles
and 260 individual/relay titles for a
total of 365 championships;
Haddonfield is runnerup with 342.
This compilation includes 32 varsity
sports for all public high schools in the

state – 334 past and present – over a
period of 91 years (1918-2009); there
are 19,805 state champions(hips). The
group leaders are: Group 4:
Westfield………365 Group 3:
Moorestown…...230 Group 2:
Haddonfield….. 342 Group 1: Asbury
Park….. 324.

It is believed that Westfield’s first
state champion was back in 1922, when
sprinter Ed Hubert captured the Class
B 100-yard dash in 10 and 3/5 sec-
onds. That meet was held on June 3 at
the Lawrenceville School. Jimmy
(Nurmi) Byrd was a three-time win-
ner of the state Class B mile, in 1926,
’27 and ’28; Byrd was also runnerup
in 1925 by a scant five yards. With
state champs Wally Pitman (pole
vault), Stewart Dunn (hurdles), Dick
Whitcomb (880), Frank Esposito
(mile), Bob Martin (hurdles), the great
Wellington Ross (100, 220), Al
Bengston (hurdles), Hall of Famer Bob
McCoy (440), Walt Horner (880), Bob
Cornell (pole vault), Gordon Kellogg
(javelin) and high jumpers Freddy
Blackman and Frank Feely, the track
teams of the late ’20s and ’30s, under
coaches Howard Batten and Bob
Duncan, got the winning tradition
started in a big way at WHS.

The following are the all-time top
10 winning programs in each group,
based on their current size:

GROUP 4
Westfield……………365
Trenton………………324
Plainfield…………….300
Montclair…………….267
Columbia…………….251
Union………………..172
Ridgewood………….158
*Winslow…………....149
East Orange………….146
Vineland……….…….142
*formerly Edgewood

GROUP 3
Moorestown…………230,
Monmouth…………..184,
Lakewood……..……151,
Princeton…………….150
Rahway……………...149
Ramapo……………...149
Neptune……………..147
Long Branch…………132
Millburn……………..131
Morristown………….117

GROUP 2
Haddonfield…………342
Willingboro………….297
Bernards……………..271
Bridgeton……………197
Camden……………..176
Mountain Lakes……..147
Lincoln………………145
Haddon Heights……..117
Newark Science……..115
Woodrow Wilson……105

GROUP 1
Asbury Park…………324
Woodbury…………...198
Metuchen…………… 180
Highland Park……….170
Glen Ridge…………..140
Palmyra………………138
Paulsboro…………….124
Penns Grove…………102
Verona………………..98
Roselle Park…………..96

NUMBERS GAME
As any old-time WHS football fan

can tell you, the success of the varsity
on Saturday afternoons in the ’60s and
’70s was anything but unexpected.
Every Monday for almost 15 years,
from the late 1950s until the early
1970s, the WHS B squad – the Varsity
Reserve team, with underclass, non-
varsity starters – rolled up an unbeaten
streak that reached 108 before being
halted by Middletown, 14-6, in the
1973 opener. (The 1973 B squad went
3-4 – the four losses by a combined 20

points – and was 3-3-2 the following
year, setting up a 5-4 varsity record in
1975. Contrarily, in 1972 Plainfield’s
eighth-grade team beat Edison, 42-8,
and Roosevelt ,39-0; as seniors in 1976,
WHS won 38-0 in the regular season
and 14-0 in the playoffs. Go figure.)

Of course, trying to figure out the
varsity’s success in a given year based
on the won-loss record of the fresh-
man team three years earlier is not a
perfect system. People move, transfer
to other schools, switch to other sports,
or just drop out of competitive athlet-
ics. Stuff happens. But it is interesting
that this year’s varsity has a 1-2 record
… and the freshman teams the past
three years had a combined record of
23-2-1 – both losses in ’06 – 16-12 to
Irvington and 14-12 to Plainfield. The
2007 freshman team had 27 players
and went 9-0. Last year 21 of those
players were listed on the ’08 varsity
roster in the program, and only 12 of
those names are on the current roster.
Part of that may be to concentrate on
other sports, as some of the missing
players include wrestlers Christian
Barber and Eric Gozdieski, baseballers
James Barry and Steve Forgash, swim-
mer Nick Boyle, and basketballer Ryan
Hess.

Here’s a chart, with the varsity, jun-
ior varsity and freshman records the
past decade:
Year   V   JV   Fr
1999  –   1-4-1   6-3
2000   3-7   4-5   8-2
2001   8-3   7-0-1   5-4
2002   7-3   4-2-2   5-5
2003   4-6   2-4   8-2
2004   1-9   7-3   9-1
2005   1-9   7-2   6-1-1
2006   6-4   9-0   6-2-1
2007   7-4   7-2   9-0
2008   7-3   8-1   8-0

44-48 56-23 70-20
LOOKING AHEAD

Tomorrow night, the football team
travels to Clinton Township to take on
North Hunterdon at Singley Field. It is
the first football meeting between the
two schools, and despite the teams’
records, – both are 1-2 – it figures to be
a good game, especially with North
coming off its stunning upset of Ridge
last Friday night. The Lions feature
one of the state’s premier tight ends in
6-foot-4, 240-pound Kevin Haplea
(No. 10 in your program), who has
already been signed by Penn State. He
is part of an offensive line that goes
235, 220, 220, 230 and 250 from tackle
to tackle. The four best of that group
make up the defensive front. Sopho-
more quarterback Colin Macri is a 6-
3, 210-pounder who we’re told will
completely rewrite the school’s pass-
ing record book, and they also have an
elusive scatback in diminutive Korey
Salvo, who ran for 193 yards in a 16-
14 loss to Montgomery.

Amazingly, North hasn’t had a win-
ning record since 2002, and only seven
in the last 27 years. The last three
years have been close, each finishing
4-6. It will be very interesting to see
how the WHS players adjust to being
1-2, the first time coach Jim DeSarno’s
team has been under .500 since a 2-4
start back in ’06. That team won its
last four games to finish 6-4. There’s
no reason WHS can’t put together a
similar streak starting tomorrow. For
those who enjoy watching the battle in
the trenches, this game should be a
dandy. We’re also going to find out
how many WHS “fans” have jumped

off the bandwagon after the past two
games. Clinton isn’t far, maybe 35-40
minutes, and the field is on Route 31
south, just off Routes 22/78, so it’s
easy to get back home after the game.
Singley Field is a great place to watch
a game. For sure, there’s a bunch of
WHS grads now living out in
Hunterdon and Warren counties who
are looking forward to seeing their old
school in action. We’ll get to separate
the real fans from the “faux fans,”
those who show up during the always-
sunny winning days, but find excuses
to stay home during the gloomy-rainy
losing days.

Elsewhere, the gymnastics team –
fresh from Friday’s first-place finish
at the Cougar Invitational – travels to
SP-F on Tuesday for what is usually a
big match. This will be the 30th meet-
ing of the schools, with WHS holding
a narrow 15-14 advantage. WHS
scored 111.2 at the Cougar, while SP-
F was fourth at 102.875. The field
hockey team will open play in the
Union County Tournament this Satur-
day. While the team has struggled,
junior goalie Hannah Purdy has been
exceptional.

LOOKING BACK
Despite humongous graduation

losses and a 1-0 setback to Cranford,
the boys soccer team has rebounded
to knock off SP-F, Union and Eliza-
beth. And the girls are ranked No. 3 in
the state, their highest ranking in quite
a long time, and had a nice, 2-0 win at
previously unbeaten Somerville last
Saturday. With the county tourna-
ment starting up soon, it’s almost
time for us hooligans to starting us-
ing terms like “nil, attacking, side,
pitch, creating space” and calling our
home field “Old Kehler.” Not to give
nj.com “forons” any ink, and I’m
usually 1,000 percent totally in favor
of complete gun control (sorry, Bret),
BUT somebody should take
“crfdfhmom ” out behind the shed
and put her out of her elitist misery.
Her obsession/grudge with the WHS
field hockey team and coaches is way
too far over the edge. She was notice-
ably absent from the forum after A.L.
Johnson put a 5-0 hurting on Cranford
last Thursday. Massillon (Ohio) lost
26-21 Saturday night against Cleve-
land St. Ignatius … and the 5-1 T-I-G,
E-R-S travel to unbeaten Steubenville
tomorrow night for another monster
mash.

IN PASSING
We were saddened to read online of

the Sept. 29 passing of Sal Ciccotelli,
father of three very successful current
head football coaches: SP-F’s Steve,
Keyport’s Mike and Freehold’s Mark.
Sal, who was 87, fought at Okinawa as
a marine during World War II and later
served as an assistant football coach at
Union.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike, the new owner at Westfield
Subs, is Lacy Cummings. The senior
gymnast won the all-around title as
WHS won its fourth straight Cougar
Invitational at Cranford with a state-
best score of 111.2.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Lacy Cummings

Gymnastics

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

A pastoral setting, in Westfield’s notable Brightwood neighborhood, embraces this exqui-
site Colonial. Beautiful classic setting mingle with fabulous updates to craft an unsur-
passed interior. The superb master suite with high ceiling, three closets and a new bath 
pampers you. The gourmet kitchen boasts granite counters, handsome cabinets, abundant 
stainless steel appliances, adjacent breakfast room with cathedral ceiling and an easy flow 
to the family room. Other highlights include a lovely fire lit living room, formal dining 
room, screened porch, spacious rec room, exercise room and a wonderful yard. Presented 
for $1,199,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL TUDOR

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Tim Dinan
Sales Associate

908-472-9801 - Direct
timdrealtor@gmail.com
www.timothydinan.com

OPEN HOUSE FOR THE PUBLIC
Sunday, October 11th  1-4PM • 416 Birch Avenue

Susan Dinan
Sales Associate

908-400-3918 -  Direct
sedinan@verizon.net
www.susandinan.com

You will appreciate the authentic detail of this stucco & timber Tudor that was crafted when this home was
constructed in the Westfield gardens section. You are greeted by wood floors & chestnut-trimmed archways in
the front entrance hall. A spectacular bay window enhances the living room. A banquet-sized dining room
opens to the family room & kitchen. The recent renovation carefully blends the amenities of today with the
period feeling of the original construction. Attention to detail is evident everywhere. So much to offer including
five bedrooms & three full plus two half baths. Don’t miss this new offering at $1,499,900.

Blue Devil Boys Finish 3rd
At Shore Coaches Invt’l

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished third in
the Varsity A Division race at the Shore
Coaches Invitational at Holmdel Park
on October 3. The No. 9 ranked Blue
Devils totaled 159 behind No. 6 Toms
River North at 149 and first-placed
No. 2 Christian Brothers at 86.

Curtis Richburg of West Orange
crossed first in the division with a time
of 16:05 followed by Christian Broth-
ers’ Dan Bailey at 16:08. Senior Ryan
Scrudato was the first Blue Devil to
finish with a personal record (PR) 16:42,
which was good enough for 14th place.
Jack Leahy crossed 16th with a time of
16:47. Andrew Kirna finished 32nd
with a PR 17:01, Mike Kelley finished
41st with a PR 17:12, Zach Lizmi
crossed 57th with a PR 17:26, John
Kirna finished 69th at 17:35 and Tyler
Cusick crossed 74th at 17:39.

The Blue Devils placed second in
the junior varsity race with 62 points.

David Carville finished second with
a time of 17:33 and Evan Tarlow
crossed fourth at 17:41. Kevin Ramos
crossed 13th at 18:08 and Sam Tooley
finished 14th with a PR 18:10. Gustav
Danielsson finished 29th with a PR
18:36, Wade Preston crossed 42nd at
18:48 and Andrew Felix crossed 47th
at 18:52. Matthew Ritter finished 54th
with a PR 18:59, Kevin Kessler fin-
ished 56th with a PR 19:01 and Beau
Preston finished 59th at 19:03.

The freshmen boys placed fifth in
their two-mile race with Rob
Marczydio crossing 13th at 12:29 and
Alex Hay finishing 24th at 12:39.
Jason Colasanti finished 33rd at 12:51,
David Solomon crossed 37th at 12:57
and Mike Reilly crossed 77th at 13:37.

The Blue Devil girls placed sixth in
the Varsity B race with 174 points.
Immaculate Heart won the4 division
with 87 points and Ridge took second
with 89 points.


