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Improv Workshops Open
To Adults and Students

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
Improv workshops this month, one
for adults and one for students in
grades 6, 7 and 8. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

On Tuesday, October 13, at 7 p.m.,
Beth Painter, founder of the Conta-
gious Drama Workshop, will teach
adults some key elements to impro-
visation and then allow the class to
get up and act. “This hands-on work-
shop is an improvisation bonanza,”
said Ms. Painter. “It’s designed to
engage every person and is guaran-
teed to relieve stress.” No prepara-
tion or prior acting experience is
needed.

On Friday, October 23, from 6 to 8
p.m., Megan Donovan from Youth
Stages will lead students in an impro-
visational workshop called “Whose
Library Is It, Anyway?” Participants
will learn the tricks of creating be-
lievable characters and expressing
themselves without a script.

The program for adults is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders, and the teen

program is open to full-service
Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4130, for the
adult program or (908) 789-4090,
option 3, for the teen program.

For more information, visit the
library’s website, sign up on the
website to receive the monthly e-
newsletter “Library Loop” or stop by
the library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter “Take Note.”

Free Workshops Focus
On College Strategies

AREA – Free parents-student col-
lege workshops on college admission
“Do’s and Don’ts” will be held over
the next two months at area libraries.

High school graduation classes of
2010 and 2011 will be among the
biggest college-bound population
ever. Today, understanding the col-
lege admissions process is a time
consuming, demanding, complex and
costly experience. The financial ex-
pense of paying for a college educa-
tion is only exceeded by the purchase

WE WALKED…Franklin students proudly autographed their “We Walked”
banner and received stickers after participating in the annual Walk to School Day
last Wednesday, sponsored by the PTO B.R.A.K.E.S. committee. In a school-wide
raffle, second grader Alexandra Sica won a walk with principal Eileen Cambria,
while a Westfield police officer escorted Sebastian Tretter, also in second grade.
The event supports the town’s Walking School Bus program, designed to encour-
age exercise and reduce traffic near schools.

Courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
WALK OF FAME…Jefferson School’s parents and children celebrated Walk to
School Day last Wednesday. Everyone can help cut down on pollution, get more
exercise, conserve energy and eliminate vehicle congestion by walking to school.
A raffle was held and one of the winners, Theresa DiFalco, got to walk to school
with Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

UCC Exec. Director
Receives Spirit Award

AREA – During its regular bi-
monthly meeting, the New Jersey
Council of County Colleges
(NJCCC) presented the 2009 Com-
munity College Spirit Award to
Patricia Biddar, executive director
of assessment, planning and research

at Union County College, for her
exemplary service to New Jersey’s
community colleges.

“Since its inauguration in 1993,
the Community College Spirit Award
has been an honor bestowed to those
who embody the community college
spirit – perseverance, dedication and
excellence,” said NJCCC Chairman
Ronald Winthers.

Dr. Biddar, a Rahway resident, was
recognized for leading New Jersey’s
community colleges’ efforts to en-
hance the Vocational Education Data
System (VEDS). Community col-
leges use VEDS to meet Federal Carl
D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-

cation Funding reporting require-
ments. This year, the state’s commu-
nity colleges are receiving more than
$9.1 million in Perkins funding.

“New Jersey’s community colleges
have greatly benefited from the sig-
nificant Perkins funds that support

our students and sustain important
academic programs at our colleges,”
Mr. Winthers added.

As Union County College’s ex-
ecutive director of assessment, plan-
ning and research, Dr. Biddar wrote
the college’s first institutional as-
sessment plan, instituted a strategic
planning process linked to budget-
ing and evaluation, chaired the
college’s Master Plan Committee,
updated the college’s facilities mas-
ter plan and conducted research stud-
ies that provided evidence of the
accomplishment of the college’s
mission.

She is a member of the Associa-
tion for Institutional Research, the
National Community College Coun-
cil for Research and Planning, and
the Society for College and Univer-
sity Planning. She is also a member
and former president of the New
Jersey County College Association
for Institutional Research and Plan-
ning.

Dr. Biddar holds a doctorate de-
gree in research design, measure-
ment and evaluation from New York
University, a master’s degree in edu-
cation in statistics and measurement
from Rutgers University, a master’s
degree in educational psychology
from Montclair State University and
a bachelor’s degree in English litera-
ture and psychology from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. She and her
husband reside in Rahway.

The New Jersey Council of County
Colleges is the state association rep-
resenting New Jersey’s 19 commu-
nity colleges.

As an independent, trustee-headed
organization that joins the leadership
of trustees and presidents, the council
is the voice of the community college
sector before the state legislature and
other branches of government. The
council is also the state coordinating
organization for all community col-
leges in New Jersey.
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Tuesday,

  October 13   7:00 pm 

Join Beth Painter, founder of the Contagious Drama 

Workshop, for a hands-on improvisation bonanza! Learn 

a few key elements to improvisation, and then get on 

your feet and act. No prep work or prior experience 

needed. A guaranteed stress reliever! Open to Westfield 

Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. Sign up 

online at www.wmlnj.org and click on Online 
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The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
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Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 17

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, October 18)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required

WF Holds JLEP ‘Touch A
Truck’ Event for Children

WESTFIELD — Back by popu-
lar demand, the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) is hold-
ing its 3rd Annual Touch A Truck
event on Sunday, October 18, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the South Av-
enue train station parking lot in
Westfield. The purpose of this fun,
family-oriented hands-on event is
to raise funds to support the com-
munity-based initiatives of the
JLEP, serving families in crisis in
Union County. Last year, more than
3,000 people enjoyed the event,
which raised over $25,000 dollars
for JLEP programs.

There will be nearly 60 vehicles
and heavy machinery for children to
climb, touch and view up close in-
cluding race cars, military vehicles,
fire trucks and ambulances. Addi-
tionally, there will be a children’s
craft area with free crafts, face paint-
ing, tattoos and nail painting. There
will also be a “Cozy Coupe” race for
the tots and bounce houses to enter-
tain children of all ages.

“Touch A Truck is one of Union
County’s premier family events,”
said Jane Hoffman, the event chair-

person. “Its success is due in large
part to the enthusiasm of local busi-
nesses, organizations and JLEP
members. One hundred percent of
the funds raised from the event will
be put to work in our community
with organizations and projects like
Career Closet, Home First and
scholarships for Union County high
school seniors.”

Admission is $5 per person or $20
for a family of four ($4 per additional
family member). Advance tickets are
now available on the JLEP website,
jlepnj.org, at a reduced cost of $18 for
a family of four.

The rain date for Touch A Truck is
Sunday, October 25.

“Touch a Truck is a wonderful com-
munity event,” said Susan Buchner,
JLEP president. “Families can come
out and enjoy the day together while
helping to support the wonderful com-
munity work of the JLEP. The funds
raised at Touch A Truck help the
JLEP further our mission and support
all of our community programs.”

For more information about the
event and the Junior League of Eliza-
beth-Plainfield, visit jlepnj.org.

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

SPFHS Class of ’59
Slates 50th Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Class
of 1959 will hold its 50th year
reunion on October 16, 17 and 18
at the Bridgewater Marriott Hotel
in Bridgewater. For more informa-
tion, interested persons are asked
to contact Hank Treger, 328 Orenda
Circle, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
call (908) 233-9058.

THE SPIRIT OF UCC…On September 21, the New Jersey Council of County
Colleges presented its annual Community College Spirit Award to Union County
College’s (UCC) Executive Director of Assessment, Planning and Research Dr.
Patricia Biddar for her exemplary service to the state’s community colleges. Pictured,
from left to right, are: New Jersey Council of County Colleges President Dr. Lawrence
Nespoli, NJCCC Chairman Ronald Winthers, Dr. Biddar, UCC Board of Trustees
Vice Chairman James Perry and UCC President Dr. Thomas Brown.

of a home.
Parents debate many of the follow-

ing questions:
Should children take the SAT or

the ACT? How do parents and chil-
dren choose the university with the
best fit? Should children file per-
sonal, common or universal applica-
tions? Which college admission pro-
cess – early decision, early action or
rolling – is preferable? What finan-
cial help will be available?

Angela Fleyzor is president of Col-
lege Choice Consultants LLC. She
has been an educator for more than 35
years, working the last 10 years with
parents and high school students as a
private college consultant.

She will appear at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Thursday, October
15, at 7:15 p.m. Next month, she will
speak to parents and children at the
Mountainside Public Library on No-
vember 9 at 7:15 p.m. She will also
appear in Clark, Cranford and New
Providence.

To reserve a seat, contact Mrs.
Fleyzor at (732) 381-9685, e-mail
afleyzor@gmail.com or contact the
libraries. Parents are encouraged to
attend with their high school student.

Local Graduates Enroll
At Colgate University
WESTFIELD – The following

Westfield residents have enrolled at
Colgate University in New York state:

Katherine Sheridan, daughter of
Mr. Joseph Sheridan and Mrs. Mar-
garet Sheridan, and Peter Williams,
son of Mr. Donald Errol Williams Jr.
and Mrs. Victoria S. Williams, are
among the 750 students who entered
Colgate University with the Class of
2013 in late August.

Katherine is a graduate of Kent Place
School. Peter is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Brunner PTA to Hold
Clothing Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Howard
B. Brunner Elementary School PTA
will hold a clothing drive Saturday,
October 17, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to
benefit the school PTA initiatives.

Acceptable items include: clean,
usable and wearable clothing
(men’s, women’s and children’s),
shoes and accessories (handbags,
belts, scarves, ties, hats), also soft
household items (bedding, curtains,
tablecloths, towels), stuffed ani-
mals, toys and large items includ-
ing baby gear and oversized activ-
ity items (play yards, strollers, high
chairs, car seats, as well as play
centers, bouncers, walkers, swings,
etc.). Outdoor toys, books, VCR
tapes or CD’s are not accepted.

Items need to be contained in plas-
tic bags and dropped off at Howard B.
Brunner Elementary School, 721
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, under
the awning by the flagpole between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday, October
17. Due to lack of storage, the PTA
cannot accept early drop-offs.

For more information, contact
Jeni at (908) 889-1636 or
jeni@welcomehome123.com.

Serving children from 2  through First Grade

In flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com   908-233-7447

Admissions 

Open House

October 19, 2009
9:30AM 

510 Hillcrest Avenue
Westfield

Representatives from our 

Westfield and Scotch Plains 

campuses will be available 

throughout the Open House. 

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

FRANK WIETRY

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
• ROOFING

• SIDING

• KITCHENS

• BATHROOMS

• BASEMENTS

• PORCHES

• DECKS AND MORE……

CUSTOM BUILT ADDITIONS, 

ADD-A-LEVELS AND CUSTOM HOMES

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE PLEASE CALL

732-381-0381

N.J. LICENSE#13VH02738800 FULLY INSURED


