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SUNDAE ON SUNDAY...Gathering at the train station’s green, Westfield’s
United Fund kicked off its awareness campaign with an ice cream sundae on
Sunday. The volunteers passed out tri-fold brochures to attendees of the free event
to let them know of the 19 member agencies that are supported by this local
organization that has separated itself from the national group, The United Way.
Pictured, left to right, are: members of the board of trustees, Jill Dipenza and Kim
Benou, and Nicole Dipenza.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
‘CHANGE’ OF PLANS...Elliot Greenspan, who ran for New Jersey governor
in 2001, works for the Lyndon LaRouche PAC. Mr. Greenspan speaks to
passersby outside of the Westfield Post Office, last Thursday, and decries the
government’s efforts to bail out sectors of the economy and formulate a
government-run public option to address rising healthcare costs.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
EVERYONE FIGHTS THE BATTLE...Hundreds of families, friends, supporters and volunteers assemble on the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield grounds prior to the Light the Night walk in Westfield on Saturday night. The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society hopes to find a cure and improve the lives of patients through money raised during the event.

www.goleader.com/09election
WESTFIELD ELECTIONS...The Democratic candidate for Mayor of Westfield,
Bill Brennan, left, sat down for a videotaped interview with editor Michael Pollack
of The Westfield Leader on September 25. The video of the interview can be seen
at goleader.com/video.

Brennan Calls for Bipartisan
Panel to Address WF Taxes

WF Dem. Candidates Discuss
Parking, Downtown, Enviro.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During an on-cam-
era interview with The Westfield Leader
in late September, Westfield Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate Bill Brennan
said the mayor’s seat must transition
from a “ceremonial position” to a “busi-
ness-like position.”

“I’ll be good at cutting ribbons and
appearing on TV-36 as well,” Mr.
Brennan said, “but I think it’s time in
this day and age, with the fiscal chal-
lenges that we have, to...run the town
more like a business.”

The mayoral challenger has written
to The Leader that the incumbent mayor,
Andy Skibitsky, has “delegated” his
primary responsibility – overseeing and
formulating a municipal budget.

During the interview, Mr. Brennan
again criticized the mayor for failing to
attend budget meetings, a claim the
mayor has called “disingenuous,” say-
ing he does meet with the town council’s
finance policy committee chairman and
town administrator regularly to set the
town’s fiscal agenda.

“It’s not the same,” Mr. Brennan said
of the mayor meeting with Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and Finance
Chairman Sal Caruana outside of the
budget sessions. Later, the challenger
vowed to attend all meetings and in-
volve the full council.

Mr. Brennan said that he and his
administration would have to evaluate
staffing levels for all town departments,
and he believes the mayor should be
directly involved in that process.

“The mayor should be there asking

the questions, not to count paperclips
and rubber bands,” he said.

Mr. Brennan vowed to reach across
the aisle and be “non-partisan” when it
comes to choosing individuals with
whom he would serve. Mr. Brennan
emphasized his point by unveiling plans
to name a “Blue Ribbon Panel” to
address taxes if elected this fall.

Mr. Brennan said he would ask former
Mayor Bud Boothe and former Coun-
cilman/ Finance Chairman Peter
Echausse, both Republicans, to serve
on the panel along with former town
administrator Ed Gottko.

“We have to start thinking outside
the box,” Mr. Brennan said. “I think
we’re starting to live off of the reputa-
tion Westfield has had.”

Within three months, the former
Rutherford councilman said, the bipar-
tisan panel would be expected to for-
mulate a report on addressing rising
taxes.

Mr. Brennan mentioned that during
the last decade, Westfield’s budgets
began being formulated by a group of
four individuals rather than a majority
of council members.

“A cynic would say that it was a
calculated decision…[because]... if you
have five out of nine [council members
meeting to discuss the budget], then
you have a majority, and according to
state Sunshine Laws, you would have
to open it up to the public,” said Mr.
Brennan, who promised to allow the
public access to budget meetings.

When asked how he would manage
finances differently from the current

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Demo-
cratic candidates for town council,
newcomer Janice Siegel and incum-
bents David Haas and Tom
Bigosinski, for wards 1, 3 and 4,
respectively, sat down for videotaped
interview with The Westfield Leader
on September 25.

Ms. Siegel began the round-robin
interview by summarizing her legal
background. Ms. Siegel has been ac-
tive with the Westfield Democratic
Party for the past six years and has
lived in Westfield and is running for
the seat being vacated by Sal Caruana.
Ms. Siegel stated her concerns about
the increase in burglaries in Ward 1.

“I feel strongly that the town needs
to shift its resources in the police
department to serious crime and less
emphasis on parking enforcement. I
know there are two jobs open for
parking enforcement. I don’t think
they should be filled,” Ms. Siegel
said. Mr. Bigosinski concurred about
the increase in crime in town as “a
general up-tick in criminal activity.”

“While on the finance committee, I
suggested we not hire two additional
people… They (the council) were
convinced by the police chief to re-
place them. The reason given for park-
ing enforcement is from the stores for
turnover. They want customers to find
spaces, shop and when they leave, for
more customers to find a space,” Mr.
Haas summarized.

Ms. Siegel jumped in after Mr. Haas
to provide a “vignette,” in her words,
of how parking enforcement is not
needed on days, such as the Saturday
of Labor Day weekend, when a po-
lice officer patrolling would have
more effect in protecting the commu-
nity from crime.

Mr. Haas countered Ms. Siegel’s
account by stating that, “the parking
officers have told me that they get a
lot of abuse from the people and they
undermine them and suggest that they
abuse the residents.”

The candidates were asked their
points of view on Democratic may-
oral candidate William Brennan’s re-
marks on changing the culture of park-
ing. Mr. Haas confirmed that “the
council now has the leeway to raise or
lower the parking fine within a range
of $20 to $50 to dispense with future
ordinances. There’s much more con-
cern about parking enforcement than
the increase in fees.”

Candidates Siegel, Haas, and
Bigosinski spoke next about their in-
terest in forming a natural resources
inventory and conducting an energy
audit, using grant money to pay for
these reports. Mr. Haas said the coun-
cil has not heard an official informa-
tion presentation he prepared with
other concerned citizens because the
council requires a committee hearing
first, which has yet to take place.

“We’ve shown a commitment to
the environment. The only thing that’s
held us up is the process,” Mr.
Bigosinski said.

The candidates were questioned
about the issue of the town granting
pension credits to part-time employ-
ees such as the town attorney. Mr.
Bigosinski responded by stating, “In
principle, I cannot support a budget
that continues to allow this to occur.”
Mr. Haas added, “We’re putting off
the true cost of our legal help to some
future date. That’s just bad.”

The interview closed with the can-
didates asked about the nature of the
council meetings and if they can be
more transparent.

“Yes, a lot of work needs to be done
in committee. Public works, that’s
one I don’t understand why it needs
to be closed,” Mr. Haas said.

“The government does not operate
well in the darkness. If the press and
public participate, we all benefit,”
Mr. Bigosinski said.

“There’s a certain arrogance by not
letting the public in,” Mr. Haas added.

The entire 50-minute interview
from September 25 is available online
at www.goleader.com/services/video.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield BOE Begins Workshop
Meetings to Set Goals for Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of
education began a discussion on the
district and board goals for the cur-
rent school year at Tuesday’s board
of education special workshop
meeting held at the Westfield High
School library’s multi-purpose
meeting room.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan began the meeting by stat-
ing last year’s goals, which included
student achievement; developing a
model to assess the curriculum and
program areas — last year the board
assessed Leaps and Bounds and En-
glish as a Second Language; acknowl-
edging economics and investigating
areas to stretch fiscal dollars, and
enrollment in intermediate schools.

The board decided to continue most
of those goals. Vice-President Julia
Walker brought up the long range
planning committee’s strategic plan,
which will be adopted in June.

Board member Rich Mattessich

asked to focus on the budget and
making sure it is fiscally responsible.

Board member Gary McCready
suggested trending and forecasting
the budget based on past year’s trends.

Expanding on that notion, board
member Ann Cary suggested plan-
ning for two years from now when
Edison Intermediate School will need
more teachers and consider areas that
would need to be cut to make up for
the extra cost of staff.

Continuing the assessment of cur-
riculum was a point voiced by board
member Alice Hunnicutt, who also
said the board should look at coaches
versus volunteers.

Ms. Walker brought up as a goal
understanding how the district can main-
tain student achievement. Board mem-
bers said they should include as a goal
how the district can meet and exceed
state standards, and do that more effi-
ciently, and “in a challenging fiscal
environment,” as brought up  by Mr.
McCready. Board member Richard
Solomon said this goal should include
maximizing capital resources, while
considering the growing enrollment.

The board met in a closed session
following the workshop meeting.

The next meeting will be a second
workshop on Tuesday, October 20, at
Westfield High School.

Police Chief Details Rise
In Westfield Home Burglaries

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An attempted
Minisink Way burglary on Septem-
ber 24 marked the ninth crime of its
kind during the last month. While the
majority consists of attempted bur-
glaries, Police Chief John Parizeau
told The Westfield Leader after the
September 29  council meeting that
September saw the highest level of
burglaries this year.

One included an attempt to steal
items from a Tamaques Park storage
house, and another burglar struck a
detached garage and stole two motor-
cycles. The months of July and Au-
gust saw five and eight burglaries,
respectively.

Documentation provided to The
Leader shows that through Tuesday,
September 29, 48 burglaries had been
committed or attempted in town, with
the most coming on Wednesdays (10)
and Thursdays (11). Through this
same time period in 2008, Westfield
had experienced 27 burglaries.

“It’s certainly higher than normal,
which is expected with the [economic

downturn],” the chief said.
The chief said the cat burglar, who

had struck three times during 2009,
“hasn’t been heard from again.” The
last instance of the cat burglar – who,
by definition, had entered homes
while people were present – came in
July, when he struck on the Boule-
vard. He also hit homes along West
Broad Street and Westfield Avenue.

The current rash of burglaries in
September – which includes the at-
tempted Minisink burglary, where
nothing was stolen, and a Rahway
Avenue burglary, where a house was
“ransacked” and cash was taken –
appear to be unrelated to the cat
burglar’s crimes.

The chief said towns across the
state are experiencing higher instances
of burglaries.

“We work closely with
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Cranford...We share
information each month. Cranford
just made an arrest. Other towns have
some caught people, but none of them
seem to be ours,” the chief said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Westfield Predicts November
Completion of 24-Hour Quiet Zone

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – By the end of 2009,
if no unforeseen delays occur, train
conductors at the Rahway Avenue grade
crossing will be prohibited from blow-
ing the train whistle 24-hours-a-day.
The whistle can be heard throughout
the south side of Westfield, Clark and
Scotch Plains.

Last Friday, town workers placed
new striping around the cross bucks
(the X-shaped traffic sign that indicates
level crossing); there are now signs
placed indicating that train horns will
not sound, but they are bagged until
further approval.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, Conrail, which owns, oper-
ates and maintains the line, has com-

pleted its improvements, which con-
sisted of placing constant-warning time
devices and powerout indicators to meet
the safety requirements established
under the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration (FRA) rules.

The warning device adjusts for the
speed of a train and causes the gates to
close when the train is a certain time
away from the crossing. The indicators
tell the engineers that the gates and
bells are not working and that they
should blow the horns.

Mr. Gildea also noted that Conrail’s
work has been inspected by the state
Department of Transportation (DOT),
which will also monitor Westfield’s
improvements shortly. Traffic counts
have been completed and submitted by
Westfield officials.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
the town would codify the new quiet
zone establishment through an upcom-
ing ordinance, so it is accounted for in
the town code.

Mr. Cockren said a notice had been
disseminated to all users of the rail line,
including Conrail, informing them of
the change. The town received “no-
comment” letters from all users except
Conrail.

Assuming Conrail has no misgiv-
ings with the town notice and project,
Westfield officials can file a notice of
establishment on October 19.

“This is what actually creates a quiet
zone,” Mr. Cockren said of the notice of
establishment. Provided that there are
no comments, which Mr. Cockren does
not anticipate, the DOT will come and
do a final inspection, and the quiet zone
would be established 21 days after the
October 19 filing.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski asked if the town should
expect any “foot-dragging” on the part
of the DOT.

Mr. Gildea said he has established a
relationship with the DOT director, who
has said the department would come
out and inspect between the 19th and
21st day. Once the DOT inspection is
satisfied, their staff will remove the
bags over the traffic signs.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca touted the work of Mr. Gildea,
Town Engineer Kris McAloon and Mr.
Cockren.

“It’s so complicated,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said. “Thank you for the work you’ve
done. I’ve gotten a call from someone
in Bayhead who wanted to know how
we did it...I wanted to say thank you
from a lot people who have woken up in
the middle of the night from that
whistle.”

Westfield will shortly be home to the
first 24-hour quiet zone in the state after
a 2005 FRA ruling. Montclair estab-
lished a quiet zone before the ruling

Under public comment, Sharon
Stockwell of Nelson Place thanked
Mayor Andy Skibitsky for the town’s
efforts in restriping crosswalks through-
out Westfield. She also suggested that
there be a crosswalk on Prospect Street
as people cross over Dudley Avenue,
which has never had a crosswalk.

She said a crossing guard, who is a
retired Westfield police officer, helps
children cross that street to reach

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

 Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
EMBRACING BRIAN JENKINS...His team of wonderful supporters poses for a
moment during the two-mile march in downtown Westfield on Saturday. The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society hopes to find a cure and improve the lives of
patients through money raised during the event.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
I D.A.R.E. YOU...Twenty-nine officers from New Jersey, New York and Pennsyl-
vania were sworn in as D.A.R.E. instructors at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield last week. Officers interacted with the students, including 14 special-
needs children. The officers promoted safe habits and alerted children to the
dangers of drugs and alcohol. They also encouraged everyone to practice safe Trick-
or-Treating on Halloween. Officer Gary Moore of Westfield said the afternoon
presented a way for officers to “practice public speaking and connect with the kids.”
See more at goleader.com/photos.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

the 300 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while it
was parked on the 800 block of Rahway
Avenue. There were multiple long
scratches on the passenger side door panel,
possibly caused by a key. The dollar
amount of the damage was unknown.

Thursday, October 1, officials at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue
located a fire in a garbage can inside a
bathroom. Police and fire department
personnel responded to the scene. The
garbage can was removed from the build-
ing and the fire was extinguished. The
school was evacuated without incident.
The matter remains under investigation.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 1100 block of
Prospect Street was burglarized while
parked in the owner’s driveway. The inci-
dent occurred between 9 p.m. on October
1 and 8 a.m. on October 2. Thirty lottery
tickets were stolen from the vehicle. The
case was forwarded to the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the
1200 block of Prospect Street reported a
motor vehicle burglary. Approximately
$2 in change was taken from the vehicle.
The incident occurred between 10 p.m.
on October 1 and 9 a.m. on October 2. The
case was referred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, three residents of
the 300 block of Woods End Road re-
ported motor vehicle burglaries that oc-
curred between October 1 and October 2.
The vehicles all were parked and un-
locked in their owners’ driveways. At the
time the reports were made, nothing was
reported stolen from any of the vehicles.
The cases were forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 100 block of
Madison Avenue was reported burglar-
ized between October 1 and October 2.
The incident occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Nothing was reported stolen at the time
the report was made. The case was re-
ferred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, James Ball, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Chatham criminal warrant for $250. Ball
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, October 3, two male juve-
niles were arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop
at Summit Avenue and Grove Street. The
two were later released to their parents
pending formal charges.

Sunday, October 4, Izabel Marques, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West South
Avenue and Crossway Place. She was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug without a prescription.
Marques also was processed and posted
bail of $1,064 on an outstanding Bound
Brook traffic warrant. She was released
with a summons on the Westfield charge.

Monday, October 5, Sundre
Strowbridge, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $500.
Strowbridge was processed and released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 29, Emmanuel

Geah, 34, of Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 29, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, causing approximately
$75 worth of damage.

Tuesday, September 29, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run incident that oc-
curred on Martine Avenue, in which a
motor vehicle struck the rear of another
vehicle that was legally parked and then
fled the scene.

Thursday, October 1, Peter Longson,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, October 2, Quyana Biggins,
27, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, Shuranda Spen-
cer, 39, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that he left his
bicycle, valued at $800, in front of a Park
Avenue store and that upon his return it
was gone.

Saturday, October 3, Stanley Gumbs,
22, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police were
called to a Park Avenue bank. According
to police, Gumbs was witnessed yelling
obscenities and ripping up papers, and
refused to calm down and leave the bank
lobby. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

Timber Line Road reported that her credit
card company called to inform her that
several suspicious charges had been made
to her credit card in Nicaragua. Accord-
ing to police, the victim has never been to
Nicaragua and did not authorize the pur-
chases. The card was cancelled at her
request.

Wednesday, September 30, a resident
of Orchard Road reported that she had
marked her property line with stakes and
string so that she could trim tree branches
that were hanging from her neighbor’s
tree onto her property. According to po-
lice, when the victim returned after being
away for a few days she found that the
stakes and string, along with a pumpkin
lawn decoration, had all been thrown in
her compost pile.

Wednesday, September 30, Obruche
Akporotu, 27, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license.

Thursday, October 1, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that he had re-

ceived suspicious telephone calls regard-
ing a UPS delivery. According to police,
the caller indicated to the victim that he
had a package for him and questioned if
he would be home at 9 a.m. the following
morning. The caller stated that he had
$1.5 million to deliver to the victim and
that he was calling from a UPS location in
California, police said. When police in-
vestigated the number the suspect was
calling from, it was determined to be a
number originating in Jamaica, authori-
ties reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
had entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and rummaged
through his belongings. According to
police, the victim was uncertain at that
time if the vehicle was locked and if
anything was missing.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that her bank had called her
to inform her that someone had contacted
the bank in order to get personal informa-
tion about the victim. According to po-
lice, upon further investigation, it was
determined that someone had made sev-
eral unauthorized withdrawls from her
checking and savings accounts, totaling
$1,800, and ordered a new debit card in
her name to be delivered to an address in
Springfield Gardens, N.Y. A fraudulent
credit card also was opened using her
name and a pending cash advance from
the card in the amount of $9,500 was to be
deposited in her checking account, au-
thorities reported. The bank issued a freeze
on all of her accounts and the incident is
under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 2, an officer noticed a
white male looking into the window of a
residence on Standish Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the individual stated that he
owed the homeowner $1,000 and wanted
to see if she was home so he could pay her
back. A subsequent investigation revealed
that the homeowner had previously filed
a stalking report concerning the individual.
Police advised him that he was trespass-
ing, and that if there was a repeat occur-
rence he would be charged accordingly.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that she received an e-mail
from her credit card company requesting
personal information. According to po-
lice, she provided the information, and
was later advised by the company that her
log-in information and password had been
changed. The victim contacted the bank
by telephone and was told a $1,000 trans-
fer was pending that the victim stated she
did not authorize, police said. The credit
card was cancelled and the incident is
under investigation, authorities reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
rummaged through her motor vehicle and
emptied the items from her glove box
onto the floor. According to police, there
were no signs of forced entry and it is
uncertain if anything was removed from
the vehicle.

Friday, October 2, police responded to
an incident that occurred in the commuter
parking lot behind the library. According
to police, a resident who parked her motor
vehicle in the lot returned after dark to
find grass clippings and leaves on her
vehicle. The victim was concerned that a
branch had fallen on her vehicle, and due
to insufficient light could not determine if
there was any damage to her vehicle,
police said.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
removed his daughter’s iPod touch from
her motor vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
glove compartment of her vehicle had
been rummaged through.

Saturday, October 3, a bicycle was
found behind Deerfield School and was
taken to police headquarters, where it was
tagged and put into storage.

Sunday, October 4, a resident of Sunny
Slope Drive reported that while driving
on her street, a nut fell from a tree and
cracked her windshield.

Fanwood
Thursday, September 24, Luise A.

Zambarno, Jr., 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Roselle and Newark. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, September 24, Danielle B.
Vandam, 19, of Dunellen was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
South Plainfield. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Erica L. Brown,
32, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
LaGrande Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Dunellen. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Jeffrey L. Koeck,
Jr., 29, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of Lake-
wood. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Tamir I. Ali,
28, of South Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Hillside. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, September 28, Justin V.
Posyton, 26, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the 300
block of Midway Avenue reported that
sometime between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
someone kicked in a door to his residence
and removed multiple televisions, com-
puters, jewelry and other items.

Friday, October 2, Jennifer Nacius, 21,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Sayreville after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 3, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported that he locked his bicycle,
valued at $350, at the south side train
station at 10:45 a.m. and when he re-
turned at 2 a.m. on Sunday, October 4,
someone had cut the lock and removed
the bicycle.

Sunday, October 4, a vendor at the
street fair reported that a female shop-
lifted a jewelry box, valued at $20, from
his stand at the fair.

Monday, October 5, James P. Lodi, 46,
of Bayside, N.Y. was arrested following
a field investigation on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

HEATLHCARE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS...Tuesday, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) discussed healthcare with approximately 150 students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. During the visit, Mr. Lance discussed his views on
healthcare and the current healthcare proposals in Congress, and he answered
questions from students.

mayor, Mr. Brennan said he would not
have chosen to bestow 2-percent raises
on non-union personnel this past year.

“With these economic times, how
can the town and mayor possibly give
raises to town employees, many of
whom are making over $100,000 a
year?” he said. “If you can’t hold the
line this year...you’re never going to
hold the line.”

While he said the savings from for-
going 2-percent raises to non-union
employees would not be a significant
dollar figure, he said the “symbolic
gesture” would have been important.

Mr. Brennan, when asked about the
significance of the AAA credit rating
assigned to Westfield by S & P, said, “I
think it’s good that S & P assigned a
AAA rating because it saves money for
the taxpayers, but if you look at the
report, interestingly, S & P was con-
cerned about the drawdown of the
town’s savings.”

Mr. Brennan, referencing the S & P
report, noted that the company was
“assured” by Westfield officials that the
town could raise certain fines and fees
to recover the more than $2 million
used from the sale of assets account (a
town’s “savings account, derived from
selling off town property”) this past
year.

“What fines and fees are you going to
increase to replenish those surplus funds
– the astronomical parking fines?” Mr.
Brennan asked rhetorically.

The mayoral candidate again called
for a “temporary rollback” on the price
of a $32 overtime parking ticket and the
lessening of “aggressive” parking-en-
forcement practices.

“Times are tough; why do we have to
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Bill Brennan Interview

Garwood Democrats Discuss
Taxes, Train Stops, Merging

make them tougher?” he asked. “We
can temporarily roll back tickets until
stores are back on their feet,” he said.

To cover the shortfall of revenue
from enacting a rollback on ticket prices,
he said the town might have to look at
increasing the hourly meter payment
by an additional $0.25 an hour to 75
cents per hour. He also questioned the
need to have five individuals on the
town’s parking-enforcement bureau and
suggested placing such officers on bikes
or scooters, as other towns have.

Mr. Brennan said the town must make
the “deplorable condition” of
Westfield’s roads a priority and look to
make cuts in other areas in order to fund
improvements. The mayoral challenger,
who served as Westfield’s municipal
judge in the 1990s, also said Westfield
must also make anti-speeding legisla-
tion a stronger priority, and he sug-
gested installing a separate “speeding
court.”

“Where’s the incentive to stop speed-
ing if no one pleads guilty to a speeding
ticket?” he asked.

“You know you can’t speed down
Kenilworth Boulevard [because] you’re
going to get a ticket. You’re not going to
be speeding in Westfield [under a
Brennan administration],” he said.

Mr. Brennan also detailed three spe-
cific environmental goals his adminis-
tration would undertake; they included
conducting a town-wide energy audit,
installing bike paths and practicing
“common-sense” recycling.

Mr. Brennan concluded the interview
by looking into the camera and again
asking the incumbent to debate him.

“Mr. Mayor, agree to debate me,” he
said. “Let the town make the decision.”

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — A recently approved
municipal tax levy and an amended school
budget were among topics discussed by
Garwood Democratic Councilman Keith
Sluka and Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Friday. They face a
challenge on Election Day from Republi-
cans James Matheson and Timothy Hak.
The interview is available at goleader.com/
video.

The Board of Education (BOE) made
cuts to special services this summer to help
the municipal budget stay under the state-
mandated 4 percent levy cap. State pres-
sure has urged smaller municipalities to
increase cuts and consider merging with
other towns, a notion the Garwood council
strongly rejects.

“The state should not be focusing on
consolidation,” Mr. Sluka said. “I don’t
see how that would save us money.”
Garwood enrolls elementary and junior
high students in Lincoln School. Its high
school students attend Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark. Although he attests
certain administrators could be shared with
another district, Mr. Sluka said, “We still
need to pay for teachers, custodians and
other associated costs.”

Ms. Villaggio credited the borough’s
education system as an “asset to our town.”
She said, “Their budget is tight and they
(the BOE) do an excellent job.”

 Mr. Sluka contended that “a good sys-
tem doesn’t need any fixing” and the state
should recognize the services that work in
small municipalities like Garwood and
imitate them at schools in other districts.
He said, “I would put our grammar schools
up against any private school in the state.”

Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy cre-
ated the Shared Services Committee this
year to oversee the benefits of sharing
programs and services with other munici-
palities as opposed to merging. “I think
we’re actually very good neighbors,” Mr.
Sluka said. “We do a little with Westfield,
a little with Clark and Cranford.” Garwood
used a Cranford recreational facility for a
small fee over the summer and the towns
jointly applied for a grant. Garwood also
joined the Union County Co-op with other
towns to find the lowest possible prices
from vendors for goods and services.

The Garwood Public Library, which
shares property with Lincoln School, ac-
counted for more funds than were neces-
sary in recent years. When the New Jersey
League of Municipalities stepped in to
change the formula on how municipal
libraries are funded within municipal bud-
gets to reduce towns’ costs, the borough
council opted not to proceed, citing ben-
efits the library offers the community.

“A misconception was that we were
trying to cut the library budget,” Mr. Sluka
said. Rather, the council felt the money the
library did not need, that the state formula
mandated they receive, could be better
used to fund other borough projects. Mr.
Sluka assured residents, “The council and
the library trustees have a good working
relationship.”

After years of limited conversation, NJ
Transit has proposed an increase in stops at
the Garwood Train Station. Currently, there
are only seven daily trains at the borough’s

station as opposed to 27 in Westfield. Ms.
Villaggio said, “We’ll have more people
riding the train if we have more stops.” Mr.
Sluka added, “We have the ridership,” but
right now commuters go to Westfield,
Cranford, or walk. He asserts Westfield is
profiting from Garwood residents who are
buying tickets there.

Mr. Sluka sees the train station as the
focal point around which the borough can
continue to develop. A 6.3-acre “transit
village” along South Avenue is in the
works to provide loft housing for residen-
tial use with retail businesses at street
level. “It’s good for the economy,” he said.
“People just want to get on the train and go
to work, and when they come back, to shop
and eat locally.”

The council members said they are also
happy with the results of the completed
Pointe/Mews housing development on
North Avenue. Future projects include the
redevelopment of the former St. Anne’s
School property. The borough rejected a
housing project proposed by a Westfield
developer, saying it was too dense for the
property. Ms. Villaggio said the school
property continues to be owned by the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark.

Earlier in the year, in March, the
chief had warned the community
about the frequency of burglaries
along the Route 22 corridor, which
affected Westfield’s north side.

Arrests have been made since, and
crime had appeared to be stabilized in
that region of town before the attempt
on Minisink. Now, burglaries have
been experienced all throughout town,
including on Grandview Avenue and
Carleton Road, among other streets
on the south side of town.

“It’s everywhere,” the chief said.
“Right now, it’s scattered all over
the place…A lot of it has to do
with what road goes through your
town.”
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Westfield Burglaries
The chief had advice for the greater

community if people believe they see
suspicious behavior.

“The biggest thing is — people
should call us,” the chief said. “A lot
of times, people have seen the burglar
but don’t call because they think
they’re being a pain. People should
call us if they see anything.”

He reminded people to hide their
belongings somewhere other than the
top dresser drawer; they should leave
a light on and take all stray newspa-
pers inside.

Those who would like to schedule
a community gathering with Detec-
tive Joseph Costanzo can call (908)
789-4000.

Planning Board OKs
Prospect Subdivision

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Plan-
ning Board on Monday approved ap-
plications for a minor subdivision on
Prospect Street and second floor addi-
tion to a building on East Grove Street.

Last month’s agenda included an
applicant, Allan Chrone, who was ab-
sent from the meeting. Mr. Chrone’s
application for a minor subdivision of
property at 766 Prospect Street was
heard Monday by the board. He owns
three lots, which he sought to make
each identical in size at 200 feet deep.

Developer Ralph Rapuano discussed
the new plans for the land. Mr. Rapuano
said a property owner of 769 Lenape
Trail, Block 603, Lot 9, which adjoins
Mr. Chrone’s property, has the intent
to “increase his lot size.” That owner
will go before the board at next month’s
meeting.

With the new plans, Town Planner
Bill Drew said, “You would be creating
a land-locked property” and in effect
would not be able to build a home on
that one lot.

Mr. Drew also said that the zone line
with the new plans would “bisect prop-
erty on Lot 9” making Lot 9 an R-8
zone. The other lots are in the R-24
zone, he said.

Also heard was an application by
Anthony and Mary Davis to add a
second story to their insurance office
on 200 East Grove Street. Five c and d
variances, including parking, building
coverage, and side yard setback, were

approved by the board.
The Davis’ are building a two-bed-

room apartment for them to reside as
Mr. Davis said they are downsizing
from their single-family home on
Ramapo Avenue after being a resident
of Westfield for 50 years.

The new plans also include a two-car
garage for the apartment with an eleva-
tor to the second floor.

Currently, the building has 18 park-
ing spaces and the garage would take
up three of those. The zone requires 37
spaces and the use requires 20.

Mr. Davis testified that his insur-
ance business has “very little walk
in” and “a heavy week would be two
people” coming into the office.

At the end of hearing the applica-
tion, board chairman Vincent Wilt
said, “Parking shouldn’t be a prob-
lem.”

With the new plans, the building
height would increase to about 28
feet from 15 feet, which is in compli-
ance, according to architect Daniel
Falcone. He also said the new addi-
tion would have horizontal siding and
a pitched roof.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon asked
about a mature tree on the adjoining
property that hangs over the applicant’s
property. Mr. Falcone said the tree
“would need to be trimmed.”

Board member Lauren Falk, while
adding her vote to approve the applica-
tion, asked to “add to the resolution that
the apartment remains a two-bedroom
apartment.”

Franklin School safely. The Walking
School Bus route also takes children
through this intersection.

Mr. Gildea said the town has hired
an outside contractor to apply thermo-
plastic striping, which has a reflective
coating to assist drivers. The contrac-
tor is restriping every crosswalk in
town so that it has this material.

The town does have the option to
speak with the contractor about new
crosswalks it wishes to add, Mr.
Gildea said.

“It would seem to make sense (to
place a walk where Mrs. Stockwell
had mentioned) if there’s a crossing
guard there,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
“The thermoplastic paint really pops,
and drivers notice it more than the
water-based paint, which seems to
wash off in six months.”

Jim Baker of Lincoln Road said
there should have been a “greater sense
of urgency” on the town’s part to apply
the thermoplastic paint in the past.

Mr. McAloon said that of the town’s
487 crosswalks, 305 feature the old
water-based paint. These will be striped
with the thermoplastic material.

Mr. Gildea said previously, cross-

walk painting was a “continual pro-
cess” throughout the year because the
paints did not last “more than a few
weeks” in some highly trafficked areas.

This year’s arrangement is differ-
ent, he said. The council, in August,
approved roughly $55,000 in the capi-
tal budget to restripe all crosswalks
with the thermoplastic material.

Roughly 180 crosswalks feature that
striping already, and within a month,
the other 305 walks will be striped with
the thermoplastic material as well,
which should last three to five years.

Mr. Ciarrocca said, “There has been
a sense of urgency” on the town’s part.

Mr. Baker questioned why the coun-
cil did not decide to use thermoplastic
striping in August 2008.

“We were [painting intersections pre-
viously] with internal staff and internal
equipment...the money only came avail-
able this year,” said Mr. Gildea, who
added that the town “does not have the
ability to do the thermoplastic process
in-house.”

Mr. McAloon explained that specific
trucks are required, and the work is
dangerous due to the high temperatures
of the material.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Crosswalk Restriping

South Ave. Bus. Owner
Has Safety Concerns

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – R.J. Hartman, owner of
Treasure Cove Divers on South Avenue,
stopped by The Westfield Leader office
unannounced last Thursday to address con-
ditions along the South Avenue corridor. At
press time, two of Mr. Hartman’s primary
concerns, which dealt with public safety,
have been at least partially addressed.

One, Mr. Hartman detailed, concerned
the safety of those crossing South Avenue
at the Summit Avenue intersection. When
an individual, standing by Tutti Baci Cafe,
wishes to cross over to the train station,
and he or she hits the button to cross, the
“Walk” sign is presented on the walk indi-
cator. However, while the person is walking
from one side to the other, the light turns
green for cars making left turns from Sum-
mit Avenue onto South Avenue, intersect-
ing with the crossing area.

The Leader apprised Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea of the situation, of which he
was aware, and he wrote in an e-mail on
Tuesday that the traffic signal was adjusted
to allow more time for crossing.

Mr. Hartman, Wednesday morning, still
believes that there is a “much greater issue
than just allowing more time for crossing.”

He said his “main concern” is that the
light to turn left onto South Avenue from
Summit Avenue flashes green when pedes-
trians are instructed by the walk sign to
cross South Avenue. He said he has wit-
nessed and been part of “many near misses.”

Mr. Hartman also alerted The Leader
that there were missing electrical cover
plates for two lamp posts in the lower South
Avenue train station parking lot, closer to
BP Gasoline.

Mr. Gildea said town workers went to the
site, and the two light poles were covered
with temporary plates, and the cardboard
was removed from the concrete footings.
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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I’M NOT AFRAID OF YOU, MR. DINOSAUR… A young Fanwood boy and Rutgers fan enjoys the boost given
by his father up to the pearly whites of Mr. Dinosaur at the Fanny Wood Day festival in Fanwood on October 4.

Scotch Plains Day Typo
There was a typo in the town news-

letter stating an incorrect date for
Scotch Plains Day. The corrrect date
is Sunday, October 18, from noon to
5 p.m. It will be held on East Second
Street in Scotch Plains.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY OF THE YEAR… The Germinder family, MaryAnne and Douglas, and
their children, Douglas, Jr., Abigail and Grace Germinder, were selected as the
Fanwood Family of the Year, an award which was presented Sunday during Fanny
Wood Day ceremonies. They were recognized by Mayor Colleen Mahr, right.

www.goleader.com/09election
LD22 ELECTIONS...Democratic candidates for re-election to the Assembly,
Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood and Asm. Jerry Green of Plainfield, sat down for
a videotaped interview with editor Paul Peyton of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week. The video of the interview can be seen at goleader.com/video.

www.goleader.com/09election
SCOTCH PLAINS ELECTIONS...Republican candidate for re-election to the
Township Council, Dominick Bratti, right, talks with reporter Fred Rossi of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week. The video of the interview can be seen at
goleader.com/video.

Bratti: SP Must Look at
Everything for 2010 Budget

Zoning Bd. Postpones Vote
On SPFHS Sign Application

Stender, Green Discuss N.J. Budget,
Taxes, Closing of Muhlenberg

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood and As-
semblyman Jerry Green of Plainfield,
Democratic candidates for the 22nd
Legislative District in the State As-
sembly, spoke on topics ranging from
the state budget and property taxes to
the pension system and health care
during an interview last Thursday at
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
offices in Westfield.

Mrs. Stender, a former Fanwood
councilwoman, mayor and Union
County freeholder, has been in the
assembly since 2002. Mr. Green, also
a former Union County freeholder,
has been an assemblyman since 1992.
They are being challenged for their

seats this year by Republicans Martin
Marks, former mayor of Scotch
Plains, and businessman William
“Bo” Vastine, also of Scotch Plains.
The General Election will take place
on Tuesday, November 3.

The two candidates for re-election
discussed this year’s $29-billion state
budget, which raises taxes by $1 bil-
lion, and which was achieved through
$4.5 billion in spending cuts and $2
billion in federal stimulus money.

In light of multiple increases in
fees and other taxes, a reduction in
tax rebates, and municipal aid or
school aid figures remaining flat or
reduced, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Green were asked their views on how
state government is dealing with bud-
getary challenges while striving to

keep people from moving out of New
Jersey.

“In the last year it has been extraor-
dinarily difficult. We are in very tough
times; it is an unprecedented time in
our history,” Asw. Stender said. “And
we know that because of the global
recession that what’s happened here
in New Jersey has put really tough
pressure on all of us in terms of how
to meet the needs of our communi-
ties.”

Noting that revenues have fallen by
$5 billion, Asw. Stender said it was
right for New Jersey to accept the
federal stimulus funds because it en-
abled the state to put money into
education and transportation, while
also helping with the budget.

“To me the budget that we adopt is
our vision statement for the year,”
Asw. Stender continued, “and within
the context of very difficult times,
making tough choices, to make sure
that we take care of education for our
kids, take care of our elderly, take
care of the disabled and offer prop-
erty tax relief, is something that, in
fact, we did do.”

“One thing we supported was put-
ting a cap on property tax increases,”
Asw. Stender said. “Last year, we
saw only a 3.7 percent increase in
property taxes, which was the lowest
in a decade, and that the budget that
we passed in fact has provided more
property tax relief than budgets in
prior years have done.”

Asw. Stender also noted that the
state has maintained property tax re-
bates for 85 percent of the population
and made a commitment to senior
citizens by expanding the property
tax freeze program. She said New
Jersey also has more money coming
in for special education.

Concerning New Jersey’s pension
system, which has been blamed for
state debt, the candidates stated that
steps have been taken to reform the
pension system, but that there is still
more work to do. “It can’t be cor-
rected overnight,” Asw. Stender said.

Asw. Stender said she felt that,
prior to Governor Jon Corzine’s ad-
ministration, the pension system had
not been properly funded for years.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Councilman Dominick Bratti said he
believes that “everything’s on the
table” when the township council
begins its work on the 2010 munici-
pal budget early next year. In an
Internet video interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times taped
last week, Mr. Bratti, who is the Re-
publican candidate in next month’s
election, said that in seeking ways to
cut spending in order to limit prop-
erty tax increases, the council’s “op-
tions are dwindling.”

“We need to look at everything,” he
said, including the township
government’s contracts with its union-
ized employees.

Mr. Bratti said he was not suggest-
ing further municipal layoffs beyond
those implemented earlier this year,
but rather he was looking at the
amount of the percentage salary in-
crease contained in employee union
contracts, as well as possibly man-
dating employee contributions to
health insurance coverage. He said
many non-unionized township em-
ployees contribute to their health cov-
erage, and in this year’s budget dis-
cussions, some non-unionized em-
ployees saw their salaries cut versus
unionized personnel with mandated
salary increases.

Mr. Bratti, who is married with two
children and has lived in Scotch Plains
for 17 years, will face Democrat Theresa
Mullen in next month’s special election
to fill the remaining year of the unex-
pired term created when Mayor Nancy
Malool vacated her council seat in Janu-

ary to assume the mayor’s chair. Mr.
Bratti, an attorney, was appointed to the
council in January.

He said it “shocked me to see how
much [the township] is constrained”
by various mandates from the state
government. One example, he told
The Times, is the $1.4 million bud-
geted for the township library — a
funding level set by state formula. “In
a year where we’re talking about pos-
sibly laying off police officers, to say
we couldn’t do anything about get-
ting some of that money from the
library, doesn’t seem fair, it doesn’t
seem right,” he said.

A member of the planning board
since 2004 and also an environmental
commission member, Mr. Bratti said
the township’s present fiscal situa-
tion is possibly partly a result of not
having raised taxes enough in recent
years. “No one wants to raise taxes,
but you also have to plan for the
future,” he said.

As for budget cuts, Mr. Bratti said,
“In any organization, no matter what
it is, there is going to be some place
where you can find a little something
to cut.” He praised the police and
public works departments for their
budget-paring efforts earlier this year.
Residents want services such as po-
lice protection and leaf collection, he
said, but “we have to look at ways to
have it done a little more effectively.”

Turning to downtown revitaliza-
tion, Mr. Bratti said the newly estab-
lished Scotch Plains Management
Corporation, overseeing efforts to
boost the business community, “is on
the right track” in setting common

Fanwood Council Updated
On Downtown Projects

Mayor Malool Defends Sewer Bill;
Council Backs SPTV Programming

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool again defended the
township council’s decision to create
a sewer utility and then bill property
owners for their water use, telling a
resident at Tuesday’s council meet-
ing that the flat $250 residential fee
was the fairest way to proceed given
the “time constraints” faced.

On Tuesday, Birch Street resident
Rose Marie Dooley complained about
the bill, calling it “repelling,” “un-
fair” and “appalling.” She told the
council she is 79 years old and lived
alone, and wanted to “speak for the
elderly who can’t come” to the meet-
ings to air their concerns. She said
rising property taxes will “drive
people out of town.” The mayor told
her next year’s bills for residential
properties will be based on usage,
adding, “You can’t get fairer than

that.”
Mayor Malool said the township is

collecting what it needs to pay the
two sewerage authorities, Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
and the Plainfield Area Regional Sew-
erage Authority (PARSA), and is not
collecting money to be spent else-
where. She said the sewer utility bill
is akin to any other utility such as
telephone or electricity. “We have no
choice,” she told Mrs. Dooley. “We
have to pay it.”

For reasons not clear on Tuesday,
the meeting was not televised live by
Scotch Plains Television (SPTV), and
perhaps the lack of cameras gave
several of the 10 or so residents in
attendance added courage to speak
freely and, in some instances, often
during the two public comment por-
tions of the hour-long meeting that
was short on agenda items but long on
public remarks.

Ilse Heinemeyer of Terrill Road
urged the council to read a recent
article in The Courier News contain-
ing a list of ways to keep property
taxes in check. She singled out con-

trolling public employee pensions and
health benefits, and asked which coun-
cil members were not receiving health
benefits from the township. Council-
man Dominick Bratti and Council-
woman Mary DePaola indicated they
were not.

Elise LeStrange of Evergreen Bou-
levard complained about the program-
ming on SPTV, and asked why the
meetings of other municipal bodies,
specifically the recreation commis-
sion, were not being televised. Mr.
Bratti, who is the council’s liaison to
the SPTV advisory board, said the
SPTV staff, with the exception of Bill
McMeekan, the station manager, are
volunteers working with a limited
budget. “They have a certain number
of resources,” he said, “and a certain
number of things can be done with
the resources we have.”

Despite the limitations, he said
SPTV is “putting out a good prod-
uct,” an opinion Mrs. LeStrange dis-
agreed with. During a subsequent stint
at the microphone, she called the
station’s programming “a joke.” She

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their monthly agenda meeting Tues-
day night, received updated informa-
tion about two properties within the
downtown redevelopment area.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
first focused on South Avenue’s
Livingston-Wilbor site, which the
borough currently owns, but plans to
sell to a developer.

“Things are happening there that I
wasn’t expecting,” Mr. Pryor told the
governing body.

Mr. Pryor said a state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
inspector “showed up out of the blue”
and has indicated that glazing and
caulking on windows at the property
likely contains asbestos.

A DEP site inspection is scheduled
for Wednesday, October 21, with bor-
ough officials to determine how to
address this issue.

“I think they’re making a big thing
out of nothing here,” said Mr. Pryor,
who plans to be at the site inspection.

He said “some asbestos removal
was incorporated” into the contract
for completing demolition at the prop-
erty, but the window issue “came up
afterward.”

Mr. Pryor also reported on “one of
the open issues” regarding the Sta-
tion Square redevelopment project,
slated to be built at LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street.

He said a “bump out” designed to
create wider sidewalks was originally
part of the site plans; however, he said
the county, which has jurisdiction on
LaGrande Avenue, “doesn’t like” the
bump out idea. Mr. Pryor said wider
sidewalks “would add to the pedes-
trian-friendliness of the area” given
the scale of the redevelopment project,
but he said the county favors a more
tapered design that leaves LaGrande
wider for traffic and snow plowing.

Once this issue is resolved, Mr.
Pryor said, work at the Station Square
site is “ready to restart.”

Also Tuesday night, the governing
body held a discussion on possible
amendments to the borough’s “drive-

way ordinance.”
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said

a Poplar Place resident tried to widen
his driveway and was then told he had
to go before the planning board to get
a variance, which was denied.

Mr. Pryor said the current ordi-
nance allows for a driveway width of
10 feet for a single-car garage and 18
feet for a two-car garage, but limits
the “curb cut” to 10 feet in either
scenario.

Mr. Pryor and Mr. Estis agreed that
the planning board’s intention is
mainly to allow more curb space for
street parking, a strategy also intended
to slow traffic speeds on wider roads,
such as Poplar.

“The ordinance, as written, is prob-
ably unique to Fanwood,” said Mr.
Pryor, who said other towns he has
worked with aren’t as limiting re-
garding curb cuts.

Poplar Place resident Michael
DelCorsano, who said he was the
“catalyst” for possible amendment of
the borough’s driveway ordinance,
said, “Our neighborhood is different
than other parts of Fanwood; the lots
are wider, the streets are wider. We
should be open to change.”

Mr. DelCorsano, who wanted to
widen his driveway, in part, because
of a “flooding problem,” also pointed
out that Poplar Place has no side-
walks, “so wider driveways would be
nice.”

Mr. DelCorsano said he was told he
needed a variance for his driveway
project “after the fact.”

“I’m not somebody who tried to
sneak this by,” he added.

Mayor Mahr directed Mr. Estis to
review the driveway ordinance and
draft amendments to clarify its lan-
guage.

Mr. Estis said one possibility would
be to allow wider driveways “in cer-
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will continue at
its meeting in November a hearing on
a sign application by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
so that a full complement of zoning
board members are available at that
time to vote on the proposal.

The board of education is seeking
approval to install a new four-foot by
eight-foot lighted sign, with a 16-
inch by 88-inch programmable LED
message display, outside Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Road. The present sign re-
quires the messages to be changed by
hand, using actual lettering, and As-
sistant Principal Rob Harmer said the
high school’s DECA group, which is
responsible for sign changes, some-

times cannot make necessary updates
due to weather. A new sign that is
programmable by computer would
allow emergency information such as
school closings, athletic or school
events to be done from inside the
building.

At the initial hearing in September,
board members expressed concerns
about safety issues — particularly
regarding drivers trying to read the
sign as they drove past the school.
The board suggested to Mr. Harmer
and Anthony Miranda, a member of
the board of education, that further
information would be helpful, in par-
ticular input from a traffic safety of-
ficer or the county engineer, as well
as a planner or an engineer.

At last Thursday’s hearing, Mr.
Harmer sat before five zoning board

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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POLICE BLOTTER

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company

Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Westfield
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

the 300 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while it
was parked on the 800 block of Rahway
Avenue. There were multiple long
scratches on the passenger side door panel,
possibly caused by a key. The dollar
amount of the damage was unknown.

Thursday, October 1, officials at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue
located a fire in a garbage can inside a
bathroom. Police and fire department
personnel responded to the scene. The
garbage can was removed from the build-
ing and the fire was extinguished. The
school was evacuated without incident.
The matter remains under investigation.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 1100 block of
Prospect Street was burglarized while
parked in the owner’s driveway. The inci-
dent occurred between 9 p.m. on October
1 and 8 a.m. on October 2. Thirty lottery
tickets were stolen from the vehicle. The
case was forwarded to the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the
1200 block of Prospect Street reported a
motor vehicle burglary. Approximately
$2 in change was taken from the vehicle.
The incident occurred between 10 p.m.
on October 1 and 9 a.m. on October 2. The
case was referred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, three residents of
the 300 block of Woods End Road re-
ported motor vehicle burglaries that oc-
curred between October 1 and October 2.
The vehicles all were parked and un-
locked in their owners’ driveways. At the
time the reports were made, nothing was
reported stolen from any of the vehicles.
The cases were forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 100 block of
Madison Avenue was reported burglar-
ized between October 1 and October 2.
The incident occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Nothing was reported stolen at the time
the report was made. The case was re-
ferred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, James Ball, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Chatham criminal warrant for $250. Ball
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, October 3, two male juve-
niles were arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop
at Summit Avenue and Grove Street. The
two were later released to their parents
pending formal charges.

Sunday, October 4, Izabel Marques, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West South
Avenue and Crossway Place. She was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug without a prescription.
Marques also was processed and posted
bail of $1,064 on an outstanding Bound
Brook traffic warrant. She was released
with a summons on the Westfield charge.

Monday, October 5, Sundre
Strowbridge, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $500.
Strowbridge was processed and released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 29, Emmanuel

Geah, 34, of Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 29, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, causing approximately
$75 worth of damage.

Tuesday, September 29, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run incident that oc-
curred on Martine Avenue, in which a
motor vehicle struck the rear of another
vehicle that was legally parked and then
fled the scene.

Thursday, October 1, Peter Longson,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, October 2, Quyana Biggins,
27, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, Shuranda Spen-
cer, 39, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that he left his
bicycle, valued at $800, in front of a Park
Avenue store and that upon his return it
was gone.

Saturday, October 3, Stanley Gumbs,
22, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police were
called to a Park Avenue bank. According
to police, Gumbs was witnessed yelling
obscenities and ripping up papers, and
refused to calm down and leave the bank
lobby. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

Timber Line Road reported that her credit
card company called to inform her that
several suspicious charges had been made
to her credit card in Nicaragua. Accord-
ing to police, the victim has never been to
Nicaragua and did not authorize the pur-
chases. The card was cancelled at her
request.

Wednesday, September 30, a resident
of Orchard Road reported that she had
marked her property line with stakes and
string so that she could trim tree branches
that were hanging from her neighbor’s
tree onto her property. According to po-
lice, when the victim returned after being
away for a few days she found that the
stakes and string, along with a pumpkin
lawn decoration, had all been thrown in
her compost pile.

Wednesday, September 30, Obruche
Akporotu, 27, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license.

Thursday, October 1, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that he had re-

ceived suspicious telephone calls regard-
ing a UPS delivery. According to police,
the caller indicated to the victim that he
had a package for him and questioned if
he would be home at 9 a.m. the following
morning. The caller stated that he had
$1.5 million to deliver to the victim and
that he was calling from a UPS location in
California, police said. When police in-
vestigated the number the suspect was
calling from, it was determined to be a
number originating in Jamaica, authori-
ties reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
had entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and rummaged
through his belongings. According to
police, the victim was uncertain at that
time if the vehicle was locked and if
anything was missing.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that her bank had called her
to inform her that someone had contacted
the bank in order to get personal informa-
tion about the victim. According to po-
lice, upon further investigation, it was
determined that someone had made sev-
eral unauthorized withdrawls from her
checking and savings accounts, totaling
$1,800, and ordered a new debit card in
her name to be delivered to an address in
Springfield Gardens, N.Y. A fraudulent
credit card also was opened using her
name and a pending cash advance from
the card in the amount of $9,500 was to be
deposited in her checking account, au-
thorities reported. The bank issued a freeze
on all of her accounts and the incident is
under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 2, an officer noticed a
white male looking into the window of a
residence on Standish Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the individual stated that he
owed the homeowner $1,000 and wanted
to see if she was home so he could pay her
back. A subsequent investigation revealed
that the homeowner had previously filed
a stalking report concerning the individual.
Police advised him that he was trespass-
ing, and that if there was a repeat occur-
rence he would be charged accordingly.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that she received an e-mail
from her credit card company requesting
personal information. According to po-
lice, she provided the information, and
was later advised by the company that her
log-in information and password had been
changed. The victim contacted the bank
by telephone and was told a $1,000 trans-
fer was pending that the victim stated she
did not authorize, police said. The credit
card was cancelled and the incident is
under investigation, authorities reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
rummaged through her motor vehicle and
emptied the items from her glove box
onto the floor. According to police, there
were no signs of forced entry and it is
uncertain if anything was removed from
the vehicle.

Friday, October 2, police responded to
an incident that occurred in the commuter
parking lot behind the library. According
to police, a resident who parked her motor
vehicle in the lot returned after dark to
find grass clippings and leaves on her
vehicle. The victim was concerned that a
branch had fallen on her vehicle, and due
to insufficient light could not determine if
there was any damage to her vehicle,
police said.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
removed his daughter’s iPod touch from
her motor vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
glove compartment of her vehicle had
been rummaged through.

Saturday, October 3, a bicycle was
found behind Deerfield School and was
taken to police headquarters, where it was
tagged and put into storage.

Sunday, October 4, a resident of Sunny
Slope Drive reported that while driving
on her street, a nut fell from a tree and
cracked her windshield.

Fanwood
Thursday, September 24, Luise A.

Zambarno, Jr., 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Roselle and Newark. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, September 24, Danielle B.
Vandam, 19, of Dunellen was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
South Plainfield. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Erica L. Brown,
32, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
LaGrande Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Dunellen. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Jeffrey L. Koeck,
Jr., 29, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of Lake-
wood. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Tamir I. Ali,
28, of South Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Hillside. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, September 28, Justin V.
Posyton, 26, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the 300
block of Midway Avenue reported that
sometime between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
someone kicked in a door to his residence
and removed multiple televisions, com-
puters, jewelry and other items.

Friday, October 2, Jennifer Nacius, 21,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Sayreville after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 3, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported that he locked his bicycle,
valued at $350, at the south side train
station at 10:45 a.m. and when he re-
turned at 2 a.m. on Sunday, October 4,
someone had cut the lock and removed
the bicycle.

Sunday, October 4, a vendor at the
street fair reported that a female shop-
lifted a jewelry box, valued at $20, from
his stand at the fair.

Monday, October 5, James P. Lodi, 46,
of Bayside, N.Y. was arrested following
a field investigation on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

HEATLHCARE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS...Tuesday, Congressman Leonard
Lance (NJ-7) discussed healthcare with approximately 150 students at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. During the visit, Lance discussed his views on
healthcare and the current healthcare proposals in Congress and he answered
questions from students.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EVERYONE FIGHTS THE BATTLE...Hundreds of families, friends, support-
ers and volunteers assemble on the grounds of the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield prior to the Light the Night walk in Westfield on Saturday. The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society hope to find a cure and improve the lives of
patients through money raised during the event.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS...Raider gymnasts competed in the Cougar Invitational gymnas-
tics meet on October 2 at Cranford High School. Pictured, left to right, are: Raider
gymnasts, Freshman Alex Peluso and Seniors Gina Pelosi, Jessica Colineri and
Lindsay Robinson. The Raiders came in fourth place.

Fanwood Participates In
‘Brakes on Fatalities Day’

FANWOOD — Motorists in New
Jersey and throughout the nation are
asked to join a day-long effort this
Saturday, October 10, designed to
increase awareness about safe driv-
ing behaviors and keep the state’s
roadways fatality free for one day.

Known as “Put The Brakes On Fa-
talities Day,” the national initiative
was designed to unite the country in
moving toward zero fatalities for one
full day by encouraging motorists to
obey all traffic laws, including buck-
ling up, driving the posted speed limit,
avoiding distractions while driving
and to always be safe and sober be-
hind the wheel. Last year in New
Jersey, 591 individuals lost their lives
in motor vehicle-related crashes. This
number represents a 19 percent de-
cline from the previous year; and also
marks the lowest number of recorded
motor vehicle deaths in the state since
1948.

“Clearly, this effort will go a long
way in our continuing efforts to stem
the tide of tragedies that occur every
day on New Jersey’s roadways,”
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo said. “Shining the spotlight on
this one day can help create a
groundswell of support for safe driv-
ing practices that can carry over
throughout the year.”

Like last year, police departments
throughout the state will once again
be asked to report crash information
(total crashes, injuries crashes and
fatalities) for October 10 to the Divi-
sion of Highway Traffic Safety. The
division will post this information on
its website and distribute it to the
media.

Approximately 66 percent of the
496 police agencies in the state, as

well as the State Police reported its
crash data to the division following
last year’s “Put The Brakes On Fatali-
ties Day.” A total of 1,065 crashes
took place in New Jersey on that day,
resulting in 201 injuries and two fa-
talities.

‘“Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day’
not only raises awareness about the
individual responsibility we have for
our driving behaviors, but also en-
gages drivers in making positive
changes behind the wheel every day
of the year,” Lt. Trigo said. For more
information, visit
brakesonfatalities.org.

She stated that a defined contribution
plan is now in place for new hires and
part-time employees, as opposed to a
defined benefits plan, and that the
contribution level has increased.

The candidate also described a
misperception about the pension pro-
gram – that an individual need only
work for the state a short time in order
to be eligible for a generous pension.
“The average state worker, to secure
a pension based on their best three
years, has to be there for 25 years and
has to contribute to it,” she said.

“We really need to look at the whole
structure; the whole system,” Asm.
Green said in terms of work still to be
done on the pension system. “I think
what we have put in place when new
employees come in is totally different.”

“The majority of people [state
workers] are somewhat grandfathered
in. If you’re a year away from 25
years, I would really feel bad that we
want to change the rules at that par-
ticular time, but we’re definitely go-
ing to have to change the rules in
terms of pensions and how we basi-
cally allow people to come in and get
a decent pension without crippling
society,” he added.

Both candidates also strongly felt
healthcare was a pivotal issue. The
decision by Solaris Health Care in
2008 to close Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield – citing
a multi-million-dollar deficit that
Solaris blamed on insufficient state
reimbursement for charity care for
the uninsured – was seen by Asw.
Stender and Asm. Green as indicative
of a state-wide problem.

Asm. Green, who created a task
force to address the closing of
Muhlenberg and its impact on pa-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Asw. Stender, Asm. Green

goals for the business community.
“One thing we failed to do up to now,”
he told The Times, is that “everyone
had their own opinion, but there wasn’t
a cohesive thought or plan” regarding
how best to revitalize the business
district.

With the shared services commit-
tee in the final months of its yearlong
study of possible avenues of coopera-
tion between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, Mr. Bratti said he is look-
ing forward to seeing the actual rec-
ommendations. Once they are made
public, “I’d like to see people put
their own interest aside” and “move
forward on something that makes
sense” for both towns, he said.

The full interview with Mr. Bratti
can be viewed on video at
goleader.com.

Volunteer Nominations
Due October 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nominations
for the Scotch Plains Volunteers of
the Year and Volunteer Organizations
of the Year are being accepted at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
until Friday, October 16.

Members of the community are
encouraged to nominate those indi-
viduals and groups who have dis-
played extraordinary community ser-
vice. The recipients of these awards
will be recognized at the 19th annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala on December
4. The categories for awards are as
follows: Male Volunteer of the Year;
Female Volunteer of the Year, and
Volunteer Organization of the Year.

Nomination forms can be picked
up in the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department, located in Town Hall,
430 Park Avenue, or online at the
township’s website,
scotchplainsnj.com. Nominations for
the various categories are due by
October 16.

The Gala, which will take place at
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains, is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments
of the community for an evening full
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event sup-
port the Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee and other local nonprofit or-
ganizations.

For information about tickets and
the Mayor’s Gala, contact the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1223.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bratti

also complained that SPTV had not
aired footage of certain senior citizen
functions and activities, although Mr.
Bratti reminded her that a new senior
citizen-oriented program had recently
begun airing.

Mr. Bratti said volunteers are al-
ways being sought to film events in
town, saying that the cameras that
SPTV uses are relatively easy to learn.

Mrs. LeStrange also asked about
the work hours of Mr. McMeekan,
and had to be corrected by Mr. Bratti,
who told Mrs. LeStrange that Mr.
McMeekan was a part-time, not a
full-time, employee. She also asked
what his salary was, but that informa-
tion was not immediately available,
although Mrs. LeStrange guessed that
it was a “good salary.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Council

members who were eligible to vote
on the application. As board attorney
Vince Loughlin explained, state stat-
ute requires at least five affirmative
votes to approve a use variance, mean-
ing the sign application would need
all five members present last week to
vote to approve the application. Mr.
Loughlin told Mr. Harmer he had the
option of holding the application un-
til the board’s next meeting on No-
vember 5, when seven members are
expected to be present and eligible to
vote, thus enhancing his chances of
gaining the five affirmative votes
needed for approval.

In other business, the zoning
board decided to continue at its De-
cember meeting an application by
Candido Rodriguez of 29 Yarmouth
Village, in the Southwick Village
condominium development, to cre-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains Zoning Board

tients and surrounding medical fa-
cilities, said the problem went back to
the federal level, with the state itself
not having been reimbursed. “The
Bush Administration dropped the
ball,” he stated. However, he also said
Solaris could have made a better busi-
ness decision than it did.

The candidates maintained that
closing Muhlenberg has only redi-
rected the charity care situation to
other area hospitals and forced pa-
tients to travel further distances for
medical care.

Asw. Stender called the closing of
Muhlenberg, “the most painful local
evidence of the need for healthcare
reform at the national level that we
have experienced and it has been a
tremendous loss to all of us in our
communities.”

Asm. Green said he hoped to see
healthcare reform occur under Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s administration
that would enable those without
healthcare insurance to obtain that
insurance, ultimately allowing
Muhlenberg to reopen.

Jim Nelson, the owner of a plumb-
ing and heating business on Jerusa-
lem Road, said his property was be-
ing “inundated” by errantly hit golf
balls from the Scotch Hills Country
Club, some of which have resulted
in broken windows in his building
and trucks. He told the council that
the problem appears to come from
the second shot on the eighth hole,
and he said it seemed that younger
golfers are using too heavy a driver,
which results in the balls being hit
too far.

Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss, the
council liaison to the recreation com-
mission, called the situation “unac-
ceptable,” and told Mr. Nelson that
the commission will discuss the prob-
lem at its next meeting.

ate a third bedroom in his unit by
splitting in half an existing bed-
room. Mr. Rodriguez told the board
he needed the extra bedroom be-
cause he had recently gained cus-
tody of his two children from a
previous marriage. He is remarried
and they have two children of their
own, and would need the extra sleep-
ing quarters for the addition of the
two other children.

He said he had written to the
Southwick condo association spell-
ing out his proposal and had heard no
objection to his plan. But board mem-
bers were hesitant to approve the ap-
plication without a formal determi-
nation from the association about Mr.
Rodriguez’s proposal and some indi-
cation of whether it would be allowed
under the master deed and the rules of
the association.

tain circumstances,” such as when
the average driveway widths exceed
10 feet on nearby properties.

Tillotson Road resident Joe Britt
suggested that the borough’s drive-
way “standard should be based on
need,” rather than an average.

In other business, Councilman
Anthony Parenti said the Westfield
Regional Board of Health, of which
Fanwood is a member, would be at
next Tuesday night’s regular council
meeting to provide a H1N1 Flu up-
date.

Mayor Mahr said the intention is to
arrange a presentation covering “what
Fanwood residents need to know”
about the H1N1 and vaccines.

Prior to adjournment, Mayor Mahr
said she plans to discuss the ongoing
issue of parking restrictions on streets
near the high school when the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Shared Services
Committee meets later this week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
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Assemblywoman Munoz: Jessica’s
Law Needs to Be Passed in NJ

SUMMIT — With the news that con-
victed killer John Couey died last week
while awaiting execution for the kid-
napping, rape and murder of nine-year-
old Jessica Lunsford in Florida, Asw.
Nancy Munoz called for the New Jersey
Legislature to pass Bill 1719 aimed to
protect children from sexual predators.

Mrs. Munoz is a prime sponsor of
legislation that would increase crimi-
nal penalties on those who commit
sex crimes against minors and those
who provide shelter for such an of-
fender. The bill unanimously passed

the Assembly Judiciary Committee in
June and was subsequently referred to
the Appropriations Committee.

“New Jersey’s children should not
have to wait for pedophiles to die in
prison in order to be protected,” Mrs.
Munoz said. “The Jessica Lunsford
legislation needs immediate consider-
ation when the Legislature returns in
the fall. One of society’s primary re-
sponsibilities is to protect and defend
its children. With such widespread sup-
port from my colleagues, there is no
excuse for this bill to languish.”

Couey was arrested and charged in
2005. He was convicted in 2007 con-
viction, she said.

Mrs. Munoz’ late husband, Eric,
had originally introduced the bill after
learning the details of Jessica
Lunsford’s death. He accompanied
Mr. Lunsford in New Jersey when he
advocated for the legislation.

Mrs. Munoz said, “I intend to vig-
orously pursue this legislation until it
becomes law. The time to act is now.”

House OKs Funding for
Flood Feasibility Study

CRANFORD — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) has announced that the House of
Representatives has given its final ap-
proval of legislation that includes his re-
quest for $238,000 to help fund a feasibil-
ity study by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers that would help determine the
best course of action to help Cranford
meet its flood control needs.

Mr. Lance said the U.S. Senate is ex-
pected to give its final approval for
Cranford’s funding later this week and
the legislation will then be sent to Presi-
dent Barack Obama to sign.

“Over the years, Cranford residents
have seen severe flooding that has devas-
tated their homes, businesses, municipal
facilities and public infrastructure,” Mr.
Lance said. “I recognize this is a long-
term project, but it is critical that the
Army Corps of Engineers move forward
with this study so that the project can
move on [to] the next phase. The citizens
of Cranford can’t afford to wait for an-
other flood.”

“Cranford citizens are very concerned
about how another devastating flood
would impact their homes and busi-
nesses,” Cranford Mayor David Robinson
said. “We are working vigorously to make
improvements that would help protect the
town in the event of another significant

flood, like the 2007 Nor’easter.”
According to Army Corps officials,

the feasibility study is the first step in long
process to determine the kindsof  flood
control measures needed to help Cranford
with its flood control needs. The project,
which was started in 1999, was a direct
response to local concerns regarding
flooding in the township.  The funds
would be used to continue the feasibility
phase of the study, including conducting
an engineering analysis of the existing
dike system, along with economic, hy-
draulic and environmental analyses to
establish baseline conditions in the
Rahway River.

WFGOP Release: Skibitsky for Mayor

Traffic Safety: A Top Priority
With the highest student enrollment

in 30 years and over 6,000 school age
children, car traffic and pedestrian
safety will remain among my top pri-
orities in my next term. Over the past
four years, I have worked with my
colleagues on the town council, resi-
dents and the police department to
address this important issue on several
fronts. The results have been extremely
encouraging.

Early in my administration, the Citi-
zens Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee brought a concentrated effort
to particular neighborhoods with spe-
cific traffic concerns. The process of
involving residents ensured that the
issue of traffic safety was not ad-
dressed in a vacuum. Residents who
live near “traffic hot spots” were asked
for ideas on how best to deal with car
and pedestrian issues affecting their
neighborhood. The committee has ad-
dressed traffic issues in many of our
neighborhoods, from Doris Parkway,
Boulevard and Mountain Avenue to
the Jefferson and McKinley School
areas. Each area was investigated and
vetted with the town’s traffic consult-
ant. In the end, many solutions that
were implemented have been effec-
tive, inexpensive and consistent with
the character of the neighborhood.

To improve vehicular traffic and
safety, the Central Avenue corridor
project has begun. This is an impor-
tant project that will be funded in part

by the New Jersey Department of
Transportation’s county aid fund.
These changes include the addition
of a crosswalk and traffic light at
Central Avenue and Clover Street;
additional re-striping of pedestrian
crosswalks and curb areas; the addi-
tion of a left-hand turn signal at the
intersection of South Avenue, while
heading north on Central. The traffic
lights at Grove Street, Park Street and
South Avenue will also be timed to
ensure a smooth flow of traffic and
provide necessary gaps.

Police presence has also been in-
creased and more efficient enforce-
ment measures have been imple-
mented to respond to those who dis-
regard the speed limit. Our municipal
court sessions have increased during
my term, largely due to the increase
in the number of moving violations
issued. The visibility of Westfield
police officers has also been stepped
up at certain areas in town. The more
police presence heightens awareness
and serves as a reminder to the citi-
zens that the officers are there for
their safety and the safety of their
children.

If re-elected as mayor I will con-
tinue to enhance traffic and pedes-
trian safety in Westfield. I welcome
your comments or suggestions con-
cerning this very important topic.
Please feel free to e-mail me at
mayor@westfieldnj.gov.

GETTING THE KIDS’ VOTE…Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council candidate
Keith Loughlin speaks with students and their parents outside of McKinley School.

www.goleader.com/09election
GARWOOD ISSUES...Garwood Democratic Councilman Keith Sluka, right,
and Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio discuss the issues for their re-election with
assignment editor Paul Peyton of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week. See the video of the interview at goleader.com/video.

MS P.A.L. to Hold
Cop-Trot, Tot-Trot

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 10th an-
nual Mountainside P.A.L. 5K Cop-Trot/
Tot-Trot will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, at the Deerfield School, located at
302 Central Avenue in Mountainside.
Registration begins at 8 a.m. The 5K
walk/run will kick-off with a children’s
Tot-Trot for ages six and under  at 8:30
a.m. followed by the 5K run/walk at 9
a.m.  For more information, visit
mountainsidepal.com or call (908) 415-
0222.

Laurence Rickles

SUMMIT — The Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation Board of Trustees
has appointed Laurence
Rickles of Westfield to a
three-year term on the
foundation board.

“We are delighted to
welcome Mr. Rickles to
the foundation board,”
commented Chairman
Gerald J. Glasser, Ph.D.,
also of Westfield. “His
depth of experience in
trademark and copyright
law on behalf of con-
sumer health products,
medical devices and
pharmaceutical companies will be
an asset to the collective talents of
our board members as we guide Over-
look into the future.”

 Mr. Rickles is Associate Trade-
mark Counsel at Johnson and
Johnson, where he has worked in the
Trademark Law Department since

Laurence Rickles Named to
Overlook Foundation Board

1995. Prior to joining Johnson and
Johnson, Mr. Rickles was an intellec-

tual property associate at
Fross Zelnick Lehrman
and Zissu, P.C. and a liti-
gation associate at
Simpson Thacher and
Bartlett. He is a frequent
speaker on the topics of
trademark and copyright
matters.

Mr. Rickles received
his law degree from
Harvard and his bachelor
of arts degree in political
science from Johns
Hopkins University.

 Mr. Rickles and his wife, Michele,
have two children.

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds for state-of-the-art equip-
ment and for special programs to help
Overlook remain on the forefront of
medical care. All gifts to the founda-
tion are tax deductible.

www.goleader.com/09election
WESTFIELD ELECTIONS...Democratic candidates for town council, pictured,
left to right, newcomer Janice Siegel and incumbents David Haas and Tom
Bigosinski, for wards 1, 3 and 4, respectively, sat down for a videotaped interview
with editor Michael Pollack of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on September 25. See the video of the interview at goleader.com/video.

Ground Breaking Held
For Rahway Agency

RAHWAY – The Motor Vehicle Com-
mission (MVC) held a ground breaking
last month for facility and service im-
provements for its Rahway agency.The
MVC  is patterning the facility after its
locations in Freehold and Flemington.
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Clerk Extends Office Hours
For ‘Vote By Mail’ Forms
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1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
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Travelers of NJ
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HIGH PRAISE…Rep. Leonard Lance, (R-7th) honors Westfield High school senior
Yixiao Wang with a Congressional Record honoring his gold medal award for
participating in the International Chemistry Olympiad. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Yixiao, Mr. Lance, Westfield Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan and Westfield High School Principal Peter Renwick.

County Mgr. Tells Board to
Reject Skate Park at Lenape

GOP Release: Marks and Vastine for Assembly

Green, Stender Have Done Nothing
To Cut New Jersey Property Taxes

Former Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks and businessman William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates
in the 22nd Legislative District, said
an investigative report conducted by
Gannett newspapers and a separate
report released by the Tax Founda-
tion, a non-profit group based in Wash-
ington, D.C., confirm that career poli-
ticians, Jerry Green and Linda
Stender, have failed their constitu-
ents in controlling property taxes.

“These reports are an indictment
on Jerry Green and Linda Stender,
who promised voters that they would
lower their property tax burden and
have done nothing but make it worse
over the past four years,” said Mr.
Marks.

“It confirms everything that both
Marty and I have been saying to the
voters in our district. That Jerry and
Linda are nothing more than tax and
spend legislators,” Mr. Vastine added.

They said the Gannett New Jersey
report “presents conclusive evidence
that the state’s worst-in-the-nation
property taxes show no sign of abat-
ing, that it is hitting low-income and
middle-class taxpayers the hardest,
and that it is has chased businesses
and jobs out of New Jersey.”

“Green and Stender are out of touch
with the plight of middle-class tax-
payers,” Mr. Marks said. “They’ve
had their heads in the sand for the past
four years. It shouldn’t come as a
shock that they sat silently, while

Corzine’s state treasurer was quoted
on the record saying New Jerseyans
are not overtaxed.”

“Only Jerry Green and Linda
Stender would deny 1.2 million hard-
working families a property tax re-
bate check this year and then have the
audacity to claim their budget is ‘tax-
payer-friendly,’” Mr. Vastine con-
cluded.

According to the Gannett series,
“Fighting New Jersey’s Tax Crush,”
which can be accessed at app.com/
taxcrush, New Jersey’s average prop-
erty tax bill tops the nation at $7,045
and is on pace to exceed $10,000 in
the next decade.

Nearly 45 percent of all taxes raised
in New Jersey comes from property
assessments, exceeding the national
average of 29 percent and of the $23
billion raised in property taxes last
year, $18 billion went toward public
employees.

The Tax Foundation reported that
Middlesex, Somerset and Union coun-
ties are among the top 20 counties in
the entire nation that have the highest
property taxes.

Somerset County has the seventh
highest property taxes in the nation
and the average bill was $7,943 in
2008. Union County was ranked the
11th highest with $7,257 and
Middlesex came in 17th with $6,155.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are expected to vote on a resolution
tonight denying the request by the
Cranford Township Committee to
consider a skate park at the former
trap and skeet shooting range at
Lenape Park.

According to the Cranford
Chronicle, the Township Committee
agreed last month to rescind a resolu-
tion that designated land on Hillside
Avenue as the location for the park
following opposition from area resi-
dents. The governing body also asked
that the county consider building the
skate park at Lenape.

County Manager George Devanney
announced at the end of last
Thursday’s freeholder meeting that
he was recommending the county re-
ject Cranford’s request.

“It’s not a feasible development
that we can undertake in that park,”
Mr. Devanney told the board.

In a letter obtained by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times from Mr. Devanney to Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella, the county
manager said, “The entire (Trap and
Skeet) site is either wetlands or a flood
plain, and therefore not feasible for
construction of such a facility.”

“The site is traversed by the Rahway
River and Nomahegan Brook, as well
as tributaries associated with these
water bodies. In addition, two natural
lakes are mapped on the site,” Mr.
Devanney said.

He said environmental concerns
raised by the United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) were
one of the reasons the county closed
the Trap and Skeet range.

“I am puzzled about the Cranford
resolution, given that these are not
new issues or constraints and have
been discussed in the past,” Mr.
Devanney said in the letter.

In other business, Elizabeth
Genievich, director of administrative
services, requested the board approve
a one-year contract for $451,360 to
Atlantic Salt of Lowell, Mass. for
rock salt and a two-year contract for
$1.5 million to National Fuel Oil of
Newark for diesel fuel.

“It (diesel fuel) has been going
down so let’s hope it continues to go
down and we will pay less,” said
Michael Yuska, director or purchas-
ing.

Per a question from Mr. Mirabella,
Mr. Yuska said the county would save
$90,000 from the previous contract

with Atlantic Salt “if we have a bad
winter.” He said the county would be
paying $47 per ton this year, down
from $51 last year.

Also put on the agenda was a
$287,000 contract request to J.A.
Alexander of Bloomfield to repair
the main rink at the county’s horse
stables in the Watchung Reservation.

“We are working very hard to get
that done as quickly as possible,”Al
Faella, head of the Department of
Parks and Community Renewal, said.

The board also considered a reso-
lution for a $506,040 four-year con-
tract to Z-Go/Textron of Augusta Ga.
for the maintenance and the lease of
179 golf carts for Ash Brook and
Galloping Hill Courses. The county
will pay $706 per cart.

Two resolutions were considered
for agreements with the North Jersey
Transportation Authority. The first is
a one-year contract for $131,443 and,
according to Mr. Al Faella, will be
used “to undertake various plans that
we have done for the year and for the
upcoming other years.” Another
$220,000 is for a two-year agreement
with the authority for a Route 1&9
corridor study for the county.

The board will also vote on a reso-
lution put forward by Freeholder Bette
Kowalski designating October as
“Union County Tenants Month” to
inform tenants of their “rights as rent-
ers, specifically for those who reside
in housing units that may face the
threat of foreclosure.”

Kean: NJ Must Seek Out
Menaflex Patients

TRENTON — Senator Republi-
can Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21,
Westfield), a member of the Senate
Health Committee, has called on
Governor Jon Corzine to order that
state Health Commissioner Heather
Howard immediately seek out any
New Jersey residents who may have
received the Menaflex knee implant.

News reports indicate that the Fed-
eral Drug Administration has com-
plained that U.S. Senators Robert
Menendez (D-N.J.) and Frank
Lautenberg (D-N.J.) and U.S. Repre-
sentatives Frank Pallone (D-
Monmouth) and Steven Rothman (D-
Bergen), all New Jersey Democrats,
applied “extreme” pressure to force
the agency to approve the Menaflex
knee implant, Mr. Kean said. News
reports say that FDA scientists had
repeatedly rejected the implant as
unsafe because it often failed, forcing
painful new surgery.

ELIZABETH – As a public service
to voters in the November 3 General
Election, office hours of the Union
County Clerk at 2 Broad Street in
Elizabeth will be extended from 8:30
a.m. until 8 p.m. during the weeks of
October 19 to 23 and 26 to 30. In
addition, the Clerk’s Office will be
open on Saturdays, October 24 and
31 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Voters will be able to apply in per-
son for a Vote By Mail ballot, receive
their ballot, vote in privacy and de-
posit their ballot in a secured lockbox
– all at the Union County Clerk’s
Office during these extended office
hours.

Vote By Mail ballot applications
legally cannot be accepted if they are
postmarked after October 27. But
walk-in applications are accepted at
the County Clerk’s Office up to 3
p.m. on Monday, November 2, the
day before Election Day.

Voters are encouraged to Vote By
Mail, a process that has replaced ab-
sentee voting. To obtain an applica-
tion, registered voters may pick up
the form at their local municipal build-
ing, download the form at the Union
County Clerk’s website ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/VoteByMailApplication.pdf
or contact the Union County Clerk at
(908) 527-4996.

Registered voters who prefer to
Vote By Mail should apply as soon as
possible to: Office of the County
Clerk, Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Room 113, Elizabeth,
N.J. 07207. Regular office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m.

www.goleader.com
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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Holcad – An ancient Greek mer-

chant ship
2. Torgoch – The red-bellied lake trout
3. Rurigenous – Born in the country
4. Internecine – Deadly to both sides;

great slaughter

DEHISCENCE
1. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
2. In botany, a bursting or splitting

open of a seed capsule
3. Discontent
4. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the auditory canals
DEGRAVATION

1. The act of making heavy
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A starving or dying of hunger
4. Desperate; wanting

TRIPUDIATION
1. Violating faith or allegiance
2. The act of dancing
3. Being trampled under foot, as in a

stampede
4. A governing by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
THIONIC

1. Containing or derived from sulfer
2. Shaped like the seed of a gourd
3. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
4. Expressing great thanks; formerly

used to express thankfulness with sur-
prise

Dem. Criticism of GOP Is Difference
Between Pol. Parties in Fanwood

Promises Made, Promises Kept:
Thank You Mr. Mayor

We Must Reopen Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plf.

Dangerous Crosswalk Planned
For Highland Avenue

New Highland Avenue
Crosswalk Is Unsafe

We are extremely concerned about the
safety of the proposed crosswalk at the
intersection of Highland Avenue and
Sinclair Avenue. I have lived in this neigh-
borhood for 11 years and my children
walk to school this way every day. I’m
shocked that the town is considering the
addition of a sidewalk at this very inter-
section. At present, it is clearly a hazard-
ous intersection with obstructed
views...and the town wants to make this
situation even worse?

Why can’t the crosswalk be added to
another available corner, one that doesn’t
contain a person’s driveway less than 24
inches away from the crosswalk, or at
another corner where the telephone pole
doesn’t have to be moved just to accom-
modate the proposed crosswalk? There
are several other options available that
prove to be a better choice, such as the
corner of Alden to Highland, Birch to
Highland and Colonial to Highland. It
doesn’t make sense to add a crosswalk to
an already congested intersection where
people pulling out of their driveway dur-
ing the school rush hour already have an
obstructed three-point view of vehicle
and pedestrian traffic.

We strongly oppose this planned cross-
walk and find it ironic that a “Public
Safety, Transportation” and Parking Com-
mittee would approve of such a decision.
How would the people in this committee
feel if their children were made to use this
crosswalk to get to and from school?

Jill Miller
Westfield

In response to Jack Molenaar’s letter
published on October 1, he may be cor-
rect that there is a difference between the
two parties in Fanwood. Mr. Molenaar is
quick to criticize the Republican council
candidates for short quotes in the local
press. He also “ventures to guess” that
they are not familiar with the borough
budget. Perhaps he will be more enlight-
ened when he reads the interview pub-
lished in the October 1 issue of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times.

His criticism is a point of difference
between our two parties. We Republicans
are not out to attack the Democratic can-
didates for the borough council. In fact,
we appreciate the time and service our
neighbors have given to the community.
And we very much appreciate the time
and effort of our candidates, Bob Manduca
and Mike Szuch, provide to the voters
[and give voters] a choice in the Novem-
ber election. There are a number of other
communities in Union County that do not

have competitive elections. Fanwood does
not want to become like them.

Bob, Mike, and Nicole Cole, our can-
didate for freeholder, are versed on
Fanwood’s increasing taxes and growing
debt, the concerns raised by the Citizens’
Budget Committee, and the cuts in fund-
ing for our town and school district by
Governor Jon Corzine.

But more importantly, they are aware
of the concerns of working families and
retirees who are now struggling with the
economy and increasing taxes from the
local, county and state levels of govern-
ment. Our neighbors are very concerned
about their financial ability to stay in a
small town where they enjoy safe neigh-
borhoods, good schools and friendly com-
munity organizations. That awareness is
the defining difference between our two
parties.

Joe Britt
Fanwood GOP Chairman

Recently there have been some articles
written to the editor that have been both
critical and disparaging of our mayor and
his leadership of our town. It has been
disheartening to read such things said
about a mayor who has worked so hard
for our town and who has such a passion
for the betterment of our community.

During this mayor’s term, Westfield
has enjoyed the benefits of continuous
improvements, a downtown which is the
envy of many others, and a place to raise
a family that is both safe and has a strong
sense of community. I am thankful to be
living here and raising our family here in
Westfield.

 During the past few years, our coun-
try, state and town have been feeling the
effects of an economic downturn. State
funding has been diminished, budgets
have been cut, and tough decisions have
been made to “make do with less.”
Westfield has been impacted by this un-
fortunate set of circumstances, and the
town was forced to cut the municipal
work force by 10 percent. Despite this
decline in manpower, we residents have
not seen any palpable decrease in our
services. This is the result of strong man-
agement on the part of the town leaders.
In addition, Westfield enjoys a AAA bond
rating, the most stellar grade that a town
can receive, obviously reflective of pru-
dent financial management and fiscal re-
sponsibility. I would like to thank our
mayor for keeping his promise of keeping
our town in excellent financial condition.

In addition, have you noticed the beau-
tification that our town has undergone
during the past few years? The parking lot
behind Trader Joe’s was refurbished, the

area of Central Avenue and South Av-
enue have undergone vast improvements,
and the South Side train station sidewalks
are being redone presently. The town of
Westfield has become more beautiful and
desirable to live since this mayor has
stepped into office. I would like to thank
our mayor for keeping the promise of
keeping our community beautiful.

Finally, traffic safety has been a con-
cern of our community in recent years.
During this mayor’s term, we have seen
an increase in traffic lights and a larger
police presence in areas, which have
proven dangerous to pedestrians. The
overall result is an improved traffic safety
record, which of course is a comfort to all
town residents. Thank you mayor for
helping to make our town feel more safe.

The job of mayor requires a lot of time
and sacrifice. While it must be rewarding
in many ways, it calls for many hours
dedicated to the needs of the people whom
he serves. This mayor has always had an
open door policy (if you want to speak to
him, he has hours every Saturday morn-
ing). He is easily accessible, deeply car-
ing and devoted to the interests of
Westfield.

While some of the processes involved
with doing this job have been criticized, I
think it is important to focus on the out-
come of the efforts expended. At the end
of the day, I think many of us agree that
our town is a more desirable place to live
than it has ever been, and for that I am
thankful to you Mr. Mayor. I am glad that
you have kept your promises to the town
of Westfield.

Catherine Clifford
Westfield

Plainfield is fast becoming another city
like Irvington that had its hospital closed.
Now that the Irvington General property
is being offered to developers, the poten-
tial buyer has suggested housing a so-
called children’s safety village, and pos-
sibly a hotel. There are rumors in the
community that Solaris Heath Systems
will close the Plainfield emergency room
as early as 2011 (five employees from
radiology, two from daycare and two
from homecare were let go on September
28.) Their Certificate of Need states that
the satellite emergency room shall re-
main in operation for a minimum of five
years.

This might not happen since Solaris
continues to remove programs and equip-
ment from Muhlenberg to the John F.
Kennedy Hospital in Edison — most re-
cently mammography and MRI. Solaris
has a lot of political capital and its execu-
tives have made large contributions to the
Democratic Party and various state as-
semblymen and state senators.

I am a lifelong Democrat and fear that
as long as the Corzine Administration
remains in power, it will be very difficult
to restore an acute care hospital in
Plainfield. Mr. Christie has been publicly
silent on the matter. The governor has a
health commissioner who closed the hos-
pital in spite of substantial evidence to the
contrary. The state attorney general stood
on the sidelines and did not even question
the closing of a nonprofit hospital that
serviced 13 communities and was

Plainfield’s largest employer.
My research indicates that the attorney

general in most states is the director and
protector of charitable organizations. In
Connecticut, the attorney general inter-
vened when the hospital trustees voted to
close in-patient care and lay off related
medical support staff. In California, the
court held that the Queen of Angel Hos-
pital could not abandon the operation of
the hospital business in favor of clinics
and must continue to operate as a full-
service hospital.

Governor Corzine: are my fears
bonified? What actions do you plan to
take to restore hospitals in minority com-
munities? Now is the time to address this
issue.

If Governor Corzine wants businesses
to hire the unemployed he should reopen
most of the nine New Jersey hospitals that
were closed during his administration.
Generally, a hospital employs over 9,000
employees. With the pending state and
local elections, we need to be careful of
politicians that accept the fact that hospi-
tals are closing at a high rate in this nation.
We must hold all political candidates to a
higher standard.

Plainfield needs an acute care hospital!
We need to know what actions will be
taken by the candidate(s) to see that this
crucial goal is achieved. What is his or her
vision? Anything short on details should
not be accepted by the electorate.

John Gostel
Edison

The town of Westfield is installing a
crosswalk at the intersection of Highland
Avenue and Sinclair Avenue. This will
primarily be used by children walking to
Franklin Elementary School. As the par-
ents of three children, we applaud the
town’s effort to make the walk to school
as safe as possible. However, the pro-
posed location of the crosswalk is unsafe
and could have tragic consequences.

Our driveway backs directly into the
new crosswalk area, creating a poten-
tially dangerous situation. Making mat-
ters even more hazardous, a utility pole is
being relocated adjacent to our driveway
to accommodate the crosswalk at a cost of
approximately $4,000 to the town. The
new utility pole will greatly obstruct vis-
ibility into the crosswalk. Consequently,
a driver exiting our driveway will have to
back into the crosswalk and at the same
time will only be able to see part of it.
What if a child is in the blind spot?

We have brought these issues to the
attention of Mark Ciarroca, chair, Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking Com-
mittee, and Kris McAloon, town engi-
neer, as well as the mayor and town
council, and we have suggested alterna-
tive locations, which also abut our prop-
erty. The response we continue to receive
is that the proposed crosswalk is the most
direct route to Franklin School and that
the Public Safety Committee has reviewed
the location and the project will proceed
as planned. However, putting children in
harm’s way so they can get to school
more efficiently makes no sense. Anyone
looking at the photos of the location could
not possibly agree that this is an appropri-
ate location, especially given the busy
Sinclair intersection. For the safety of our

children, please e-mail Mr. Ciarroca
(mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov) and Mr.
McAloon (engineer@westfieldnj.gov)
and ask them to reconsider the place-
ment of the crosswalk.

It is also important to note that not a
single member of the Public Safety Com-
mittee attempted to back out of our drive-
way into the crosswalk with the obstructed
view in place during the safety review
process. Declaring the crosswalk safe
based on roadside site visits or a driving
test without an obstructed view is incom-
plete and irresponsible. On October 1, we
requested that the mayor and town coun-
cil try to back out of our driveway at 8:30
a.m. on a school day with the view ob-
structed (the pole will be even larger than
the rake in the photo) and while navigat-
ing approaching traffic from three direc-
tions and see if they can avoid hitting a
child in the crosswalk.

If the point of the crosswalk is to
increase safety, why place it in the path
of an active driveway with limited vis-
ibility and in the middle of a busy inter-
section? It would be much safer to place
crosswalks at the intersections of Alden/
Highland Avenue and Colonial/High-
land Avenue.

The photos can be viewed at:
goleader.com/services/photos/09sep30-
wf-Highland-Crosswalk. The new util-
ity pole will be placed where the in-
verted rake is in the photo.

Karen and Brian Karnofsky
Westfield

Parent Impressed By
Park Middle Teachers
I’d like to comment on a recent, very

positive experience, I had attending “back
to school night” at Park Middle School.
My wife and I attended and split up our
duties: Phyllis took Alex’s schedule and
I took Micayla’s. I made my way around
the school only getting lost once. I con-
tinue to be impressed with the quality of
the teachers and the administration at
Park. Each teacher worked quickly
through the 10-minute time allocated for
each class.

I could see the passion they had for
teaching and the genuine interest they had
for our students. Prior to attending the
classes, Mrs. Rebimbas, Park’s Principal,
met us in the overflowing auditorium. I
could see that she is an effective leader
who the students and parents respect. I
even enjoyed the brief PTA meeting! I
was also impressed with the amount of
parents that were there working through
their schedules. It was fun to catch up
with friends between classes.

I walked out of Park Middle School
with Phyllis and thought how fortunate to
live in a community with excellent teach-
ers and caring parents.

Al Mirabella
Fanwood

Note to Candidates
And the Voting Public
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to submit letters to the editor each
week on their views and to provide up-
dated photos and biographies for the
website and the newspaper. Please sub-
mit by e-mail to editor@goleader.com.

The public is invited to submit their
comments and letters. Please see
goleader.com/09election.

The Annual Candidate Forums spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters
and the newspaper will be held in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood at
the respective municipal buildings. Send
your questions in now to be asked of the
candidates to editor@goleader.com.

The Westfield Candidates Forum will
be held on the evening of Monday, Octo-
ber 19. The Scotch Plains Candidates
Forum will be held on Thursday evening,
October 22. The Fanwood event is cur-
rently being scheduled.

Be informed and vote. Election Day is
Tuesday, November 3. The annual pre-
election edition of the newspaper will be
Thursday, October 29.

The forum for Union County candi-
dates will be held on Thursday, October
22, at the Cranford Municipal Building.

More letters on page 5

Mountainside Residents Must Use Special Care
Walking, Bicycling and Jogging on the Streets

Earlier this month, a Mountainside resi-
dent was hit and killed on New Provi-
dence Road by a vehicle driven by an-
other Mountainside resident. This tragic
event affects everyone in our small com-
munity, where adults and children are
constantly on the move and which, apart
from the town center and by Deerfield
School, has no sidewalks and many of the
streets are narrow, unlined and unlit.

At any time, day and night, people
share the streets with cars and trucks,
and pedestrians, cyclists and drivers
should remember to use some common
sense and remember some basic rules
of the road. Pedestrians should walk or
jog against oncoming traffic, so that
even when talking on a cell phone,

listening to an iPod, or watching the
dog sniff a telephone pole, moving ve-
hicles can be seen, not just heard or
sensed. People should also wear light-
colored clothing – black or blue is not a
good choice, even in the twilight hours
– and maybe a flashlight would be a
safer hand-held device for protection
against both cars and raccoons. And
walking or jogging in line is preferable
to being side-by-side.

Bicycle riders should ride on the right
side of the street with other vehicular
traffic and bikes should have a head-
light and rear reflectors. Just like pe-
destrians traveling together, riding in
line is a good idea, too, as is wearing
light-colored clothing.

Most of Mountainside’s streets have
25 mile-per-hour speed limits and drivers
should obey the law. Our roads are barely
wide enough for two cars; parking nar-
rows the available space even further and
it’s worse if trucks line the curbs, so cars
and trucks weave back and forth across
the street. Especially during the early
morning and twilight hours, headlights,
and taillights too should be on so that
vehicles can see and be seen.

Sometimes, unfortunate reminders of
human fragility can be a silver-lined cloud
if we all remember to look out for each
other, both physically and metaphorically.

Rich Schmedel
Mountainside

Election Day Voting Should Be in
Person, Not By Mail or ACORN

In June, Governor Jon Corzine signed into law the
nation’s first Vote by Mail system. The system
includes an option to select to have ballots mailed
for one calendar year – and even more, for all future
General Elections. The county board of elections
would then be required to mail a ballot to the voter
without the need for any further requests.

There has always been an absentee voting system
in place for American citizens serving overseas in
our military, as well as the elderly, out-
of-state students and others who know
they will be out of town for an election.
No one ever disputed the use of these
ballots. But everyone who is able to get
to the polls should do so. That is why
our Democracy works.

Why has our state government de-
cided that going to the polls is no
longer necessary? Voting in person best
assures the vote has been cast – and,
more likely, by the right and eligible
person. We think it keeps voter fraud
from propagating. It also guards against
the dead from voting – a higher risk
with the General Election as it follows
closely after Halloween each year.

Are we to turn our election system over to the
hands of absentees, couriers, surrogates, perhaps
next, the Internet? Laws had only recently been
changed to no longer require a reason when apply-
ing for an absentee ballot. Why the rush to overhaul
the system? Is this an effort to end in-person voting
all together?

According to the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, 11,517 people voted by absentee ballot in the
2008 General Election, out of 223,000 total votes
cast; 741 did so in this April’s school elections, out
of 33,769 total votes, and 1,219 submitted absentee
ballots for the June 2009 Primary Election out of
33,157 total votes. Thus far, the county has received
927 ballots for this November’s General Election.

The state is promoting the change to Vote by Mail
by saying, “It’s convenient and easier than ever.”
What was so hard about getting to the local polling
places? New Jersey even changed the poll hours a
few years ago to open at 6 a.m., an hour earlier, to
accommodate commuters.

We no longer allow New Jerseyans to renew their
driver licenses by mail because of concern for
identity fraud. Why are we allowing, and promoting
it, for something so important as voting? And why
is identification not required to vote in this state?

Yesterday, New Jersey Secretary of State Nina

Mitchell Wells, New Jersey Division of Elections
Director Robert Giles and NJ Transit Executive
Director Richard Sarles held a press conference at
Newark Penn Station (after press deadline for this
newspaper) entitled “Vote by Mail Education and
Outreach.” Applications were to be distributed as a
“seat drop” on NJ Transit commuter trains. In
addition, Division of Elections staff were to assist
commuters with voter registration and Vote by Mail

applications.
In our opinion, the Vote by Mail sys-

tem brings up the possibility of in-
creased voter fraud. New Jersey has
already witnessed a number of voter
fraud cases this year alone. Roselle
Council President Jamel Holley is fac-
ing charges that he illegally filled out a
portion of the absentee ballots for vot-
ers in the 2006 Democratic Primary for
borough council. Also in Roselle, a
voter, Marc Baltimore, was charged
with attempting to vote by absentee and
then in person in the June 2009 Primary
Election. Mr. Baltimore was attempt-
ing to capture a council seat by waging
a write-in campaign against an incum-

bent councilwoman. Mr. Holley has refused to
resign from his council seat.

In Essex County, the prosecutor’s office and state
investigators have charged a half-dozen persons
with submitting fraudulent absentee ballots on be-
half of state Senator Teresa Ruiz (D-Essex) in the
November 2007 General Election. Campaign work-
ers, as well as Essex County employees, have been
charged. And in Atlantic City, 14 persons have been
indicted on charges that they tampered with absen-
tee ballots in the 2009 Atlantic City mayoral Pri-
mary contest by filling out ballots for residents who
said they never voted.

And then there is the councilwoman in Jersey
City who claims she is a resident of Florida on her
tax filing. Where does she vote, and how often?

Not to be forgotten, there is ACORN (the Asso-
ciation of Community Organizations for Reform
Now), where workers from around the nation have
been charged over the past couple of years with
fraud in the registration of new voters.

We would like to see all registered voters cast
their ballots on Election Day in person at the polling
places, if at all possible. It appears the state no
longer feels that is necessary.

We resent the government spending your money
and ours in promoting this misguided revision.
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Is YOUR family getting the sleep they need?

IIt’s that time of year again…  Back to
school!  Here are a few helpful hints:

• Gradually reset to earlier
sleep/wake times

• Set relaxing bedtime routines

• Keep regular bedtimes even
on weekends

• Limit caffeine

• Eat well and exercise

• OH, AND – create the
ultimate sleep environment….
That one we can help you
with!

    Experience….

MATTRESS FACTORY
35 South Ave. Fanwood, NJ

908-322-4178
319 Route 10 E., East Hanover, NJ

973-428-0511
(closed Sun./Mon.)

www.mattressfac.com
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 * Thur 10-8 * Sat 10-5 * Sun 12-5

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Brennan Makes No Case
For Westfield Mayorship

WUF Thanks Community for
Supporting Fundraiser

Letters to the Editor

We at the Westfield United Fund wish
to extend our sincerest thanks to the entire
community for their support of “Westfield
United Fund Sundae” on October 4. The
warm, sunny weather, the smiles on the
children’s faces and the festive banners
and balloons announcing our new look all
made for a truly memorable start to our
fall fundraising campaign.

This event would not have been pos-
sible without the help and generosity of so
many individuals. We would especially
like to thank Bill and Marc Feinstein of
Cold Stone Creamery, Frank Martinelli
of Rita’s of Westfield, and Edy’s for their
extraordinary donation of ice cream and
Italian ices. The QED jazz group, with
Rich Carlson, Ed Warner, Dave Dilzell
and Carl Scariati, provided the perfect
musical accompaniment to the event.
Nancy and Tom Testa of Suburban Sign

created beautiful, custom banners for the
occasion. Additional thanks go to John
Gomez of Echo Lake Country Club for
the use of their freezer and to Shop Rite of
Garwood for a grocery gift card. Claude
Schaffer at the Department of Public
Works and Ken Pincus in the Health
Department provided essential assistance
in bringing this event to fruition.

We are most grateful to all the indi-
viduals and families who attended the
Sundae and we look forward to your
continued support of the Westfield United
Fund. We are truly blessed to live in a
community that so generously shares its
time and resources on behalf of our less
fortunate neighbors.

Linda Maggio
Executive Director

Westfield United Fund

I have been following the Westfield
mayoral race for months and it seems to
me that by this point in the campaign
candidate Bill Brennan should be making
a better case than he has for why people
should vote for him and not Andy
Skibitsky. Instead, each week I feel like I
am being lectured on a new topic about
what in Westfield Mr. Brennan thinks
needs fixing, but his arguments so far
haven’t withstood much scrutiny.

[Do you] recall Mr. Brennan’s litany of
complaints about traffic safety? We quickly
learned that it read more like a list of all the
things Mayor Skibitsky and the town coun-
cil have already accomplished than a mu-
nicipal safety “to do” list. (Letters to The
Westfield Leader, August 20, 2009).

Mr. Brennan has also taken aim at the
mayor’s financial management of the
town, ignoring the great job the mayor
and council have done with their “do
more with less” approach in these times
of unprecedented economic turmoil. In
the process, however, we learned that
before this year, Mr. Brennan had not
voted on a school budget in years despite
the fact that the school budget accounts
for more than 60 percent of the taxes we
pay. (Letter to The Leader, April 16,
2009). There was also the time Mr.
Brennan expressed his concern that the
mayor’s letter accompanying the prop-
erty tax bill was “extremely confusing”
and putting senior citizens in a “panic.”
(The Leader, August 6, 2009). But not
only did the mayor’s letter clearly explain
what taxpayers needed to do, it also pro-
vided information in the very first para-
graph on who to call if anyone had ques-
tions. Not surprisingly, one of those se-
nior citizens took Mr. Brennan to task for
his comments and what they implied about
seniors. (Letter to the Editor, The Leader,
August 13, 2009).

On parking, Mr. Brennan has little new
to add. No one likes hunting for a spot and
no one likes getting a ticket. But Mr.
Brennan seems to ignore the fact that the
mayor and town have done much to ease
the unavoidable parking burden that nec-
essarily comes with living in a popular
destination town, like providing 10 min-
utes of free parking at meters and pay
stations, free parking around the winter
holidays and the addition of new spots
wherever they can safely fit them in.

Mr. Brennan also recently told us that
divisive political partisanship is adversely
affecting the town’s decision-making pro-
cess. (See Candidate Release, The Leader,
September 24, 2009). But as I see it, the
AAA rating from Standard and Poor’s
that Westfield received under Mayor
Skibitsky’s leadership, improvements in

traffic safety, tough decisions on the bud-
get and municipal staffing, and the more
mundane topics of leaf removal, pothole
repair or the accessibility of the mayor at
his Saturday morning office hours, to
name a few, are neither “Democratic” nor
“Republican” issues, they are simply
“Westfield” issues and Mayor Skibitsky
has done a great job managing them.

So, it is not just a question of whether
Andy Skibitsky is a nice guy, or a proud
Westfield resident, or a hard-working
public servant, all of which happen to be
true. Rather, the overriding factor, as far
as I am concerned, is that Mr. Brennan
has not come close to making the case that
Andy should no longer be the Mayor of
Westfield much less that Mr. Brennan is
the person to replace him.

Andrew Wasserman
Westfield

Freeholder Candidate Release (Dem)

The Union County Community
Comes Through for Seniors

The current debate over healthcare can
be murky, but one thing is clear: senior
healthcare is a community effort that
brings together professionals, non-prof-
its, families and volunteers from all walks
of life, as well as government agencies.

Here in Union County, Runnells Spe-
cialized Hospital is a fine example of a
well-run public healthcare facility. In
operation for almost 100 years, the 344-
bed facility is staffed by physicians,
nurses, geriatric specialists, psychiatrists,
psychologists and social workers. It of-
fers a full array of senior services, from
rehabilitation to Alzheimer’s and behav-
ioral health.

At Runnells, a thriving volunteer com-
munity adds a personal touch that makes
all the difference. Last year, a Runnells’
junior volunteer group from the Westlake
School in Westfield received a national
award for elderly services. Westlake
serves children and young adults who
gain vital life skills from their volunteer
experiences at Runnells.

Runnells hosts the area’s only daytime
Alzheimer’s support group, runs a post-
stroke exercise class with the county’s
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal, and coordinates the county’s
immunization center where Union County
children receive free immunizations. The
center hosts bi-annual symposiums on

children’s vaccines for public health work-
ers including school nurses and munici-
pal health officers.

Union County also supports senior
health through public safety programs
including Project Lifesaver, initiated by
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich. It provides a
tracking device to help emergency per-
sonnel locate seniors with Alzheimer’s or
a debilitating injury.

The sheriff’s office initiated the Senior
Citizen Identification program, provid-
ing seniors with a photo ID card bearing
their hospital of choice and important
medical information. For information
about the ID program and Project Life-
saver, contact the sheriff’s office at (908)
527-4450.

The county’s Office of Health Man-
agement administers the Special Needs
Registry, which ensures that emergency
personnel can offer specialized assis-
tance in case of a disaster or emergency.
To register or get more information,
visit registerready.nj.gov or call the Of-
fice of Health Management at (908)
518-5620.

To cite one more example, on October
7 and 8 Runnells is hosting a seasonal flu
vaccine clinic for Union County residents
age 65 and older. For more information,
call Runnells at (908) 771-5904.

All together, these public services pro-
vide a vital network for Union County
seniors, their families and Union County
residents from all walks of life who find
purpose and fulfillment in volunteer work.
None of them deserve to be turned into
political footballs.

Al Mirabella
Union County Freeholder
Candidate for Re-election

Walk to School Day Great Success
Because of Community Support

The BRAKES Group (Bikers, Runners
And Kids are Entitled to Safety) would
like to salute all of the children of Westfield
who walked to school with their parents
on September 23, Westfield’s 10th an-
nual Walk to School Day. Almost 3,000
students and family members left their
cars at home and walked to school in-
stead, getting lots of fresh air and exer-
cise, and freeing the streets around the
elementary schools from the usual morn-
ing congestion. We hope that many of
these families will make it a habit to go
green and “Be Cool, Walk to School” in
the future!

To make it easy for parents who cannot
walk their children to school on a regular
basis, The BRAKES Group, in conjunc-
tion with the town council and adminis-
tration, has implemented a program called
the Walking School Bus at each of the six
elementary schools. The program is
funded by a grant from the NJDOT, as
part of its Safe Routes to Schools initia-
tive. Flyers describing the Walking School
Bus program were sent home to all el-
ementary school families, with contact
information for each school’s representa-
tive. We urge parents to take advantage of
this program for the benefit of their chil-
dren.

We would like to thank everyone who

helped make Walk to School Day a suc-
cess, including our town administrator,
Jim Gildea, our town engineer, Kris
McAloon, and Michael Scott at Coldwell
Banker. We would also like to thank the
local “celebrities” who walked with the
children who were lucky enough to win
our raffle, including Mayor Andy
Skibitsky, Fire Chief Dan Kelly, Deputy
Fire Chief David Kelly, Fire Captain
Robert Buccino, police officers Mark
Cierpial and Chris Scuorzo, and the six
elementary school principals: Claudia
Andreski (McKinley), Eileen Cambria
(Franklin), Michael Cullen (Tamaques),
Joseph Malanga (Wilson), Jeanette Munoz
(Jefferson) and Andrew Perry (Washing-
ton). It is wonderful to have the support of
so many community leaders. We couldn’t
do it without you.

Deirdre Gelinne
Sara Strohecker

The BRAKES Group

Letters to the Editor

We’re the #1 reason 
New Jersey sleeps well.

The state’s largest sleep center.
The renowned sleep disorder centers, at Morristown Memorial 
Hospital and Overlook Hospital, are nationally accredited. 
Our centers of excellence are staffed by experienced, board-
certified sleep physicians, and two of our co-medical directors 
were named Top Doctors by New Jersey Monthly magazine. 
Our specially trained sleep technologists use the latest, 
state-of-the-art diagnostic sleep studies to identify the cause 
and type of your sleep disorder. We then customize the most 
appropriate, most effective treatment and follow up plan. Our 
sleep centers are part of our pulmonary center of excellence, 
a leader in every aspect of pulmonary medicine. If you’re 
looking for a good night’s sleep, you’ll find it right here. 

To schedule an appointment at Morristown Memorial Hospital, call 866-391-0287 or
Overlook Hospital, call 866-588-6809.  For more information visit atlantichealth.org.

COMEDY
NIGHT

The Stand-up Comedy of

Jeff Norris

Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick

and television star & comedian

Monday, October 12, 2009
6:00 – 9:00 pm

Tickets: $150.00                 Adults Only
BUFFET DINNER  /  CASH BAR

For more information call: Mary Liebau
908-322-7000 ext. 17

Crossroads
78 North Avenue

Garwood, NJ

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer • 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Daily News items

are posted on

goleader.com

SPECIAL ELECTION
EDITION, OCT. 29

GET IN NOW!
SALES@GOLEADER.COM

HALLOWEEN

HAUNTED HOUSE

ARE YOU READY?
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Miss Nicole Elizabeth Seib and John Castellano

Miss Nicole Elizabeth Seib
To Wed John Castellano

Scott and Susan Seib of Westfield
have announced the engagement of
their daughter, Miss Nicole Elizabeth
Seib, to John Castellano. He is the
son of former Westfield Fire Chief
John and Marie Castellano of Brick.

The bride-to-be graduated from
Westfield High School in 2000. She
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Sports Medicine, graduating cum
laude, from Quinnipiac University in
Hamden, Conn. in 2004. Miss Seib is
the assistant athletic trainer at Stevens
Institute of Technology in Hoboken.

A 1997 graduate of Westfield High
School, the future bridegroom re-

ceived a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English from the University of Dela-
ware in Newark, Del. in 2001. Mr.
Castellano is a sales executive for
Marquis Jet, a private aviation com-
pany based in New York City.

The couple will be married in Bay
Head in September 2010. They cur-
rently reside in Hoboken.

MR. AND MRS. VINCENT JOSEPH PULLICINO
(She is the former Ms. Elizabeth Anne Schaffer)

Ms. Elizabeth A. Schaffer
Weds Vincent J. Pullicino

Ms. Elizabeth Anne Schaffer and
Vincent Joseph Pullicino, of Hilton Head,
S.C., were married on Saturday evening,
June 20. The bride is the daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. Richard Schaffer of Westfield
and Long Branch. The bridegroom is the
son of Vincent Pullicino and Mrs.
Jacqueline Pullicino of Connecticut.

The ceremony, officiated by Rabbi
Josh Cantor, and the reception were
held at the Crystal Plaza in Livingston.
Escorted by her father, the bride wore
a silk satin Amalia Carrera strapless
ball gown adorned with seed pearls
and Swarovski crystals, with a match-
ing veil, and carried a bouquet of
Eskimo roses, pink and green hy-
drangea and dendrobium orchids.

Ms. Leah Kaplow, a childhood friend
of the bride, served as the maid of
honor. The bridesmaids included Mrs.

Laura Heil, Ms. Elissa Steinberg and
Ms. Alexandra DeCicco, cousins of
the bride, and Ms. Kelley Masterson,
Ms. Sarah Masterson and Mrs. Melanie
Garcia, friends of the bride. Miss
Jacqueline DeCicco, cousin of the
bride, was the junior bridesmaid. Miss
Hannah Penny, niece of the bride-
groom, was the flower girl.

The bridesmaids wore black, full-
length, silk satin gowns with plati-
num sashes and carried bouquets of
pink and fuchsia spray roses with
sprigs of green hydrangea.

Sean Hayes, a friend of the bride-
groom, was the best man. Serving as
groomsmen were Robert Penny,
brother of the bridegroom; Joseph
Schaffer and David Schaffer, broth-
ers of the bride, and Jonathan Garcia,
Timothy Rourke, Travis Swim and
Kevin Merritt, friends of the bride-
groom. Marc Sullivan, nephew of the
bridegroom, was the ring bearer.

A 2002 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Communications in
2006 from the University of Con-
necticut. She is a catering sales man-
ager and event specialist for Celebra-
tion Events, Inc. in Hilton Head.

The bridegroom graduated from
New Milford High School in Con-
necticut. Mr. Pullicino is an investi-
gator with the Beaufort County
Sheriff’s Office, and as collateral as-
signment serves as a member of the
S.W.A.T. team. He is completing his
degree in criminal justice.

Out-of-town guests stayed at the
Westminster Hotel in Livingston, where
they enjoyed a brunch the following
day, hosted by Dr. and Mrs. Schaffer.

After a honeymoon in Negril, Ja-
maica, the couple resides in Hilton
Head, S.C., awaiting construction of
their new home.

Church Forum to Address
‘How the Earth Was Made’
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow

Grove Presbyterian Church invites
members of the community to attend
an Adult Education Forum entitled
“How the Earth was Made.” Led by
scientist and church member John
Konopka, the two-week forum will be
held on consecutive Sundays, October
11 and 18, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15
p.m. in the library/lounge of the church.

This class will feature the History
Channel’s production of “How the
Earth was Made,” based on geolo-
gists’ recent insights into how the
Earth developed from a dead ball of
lava in space into a life-sustaining
world. Many scientists see no con-
flict between scientific advances and
religious beliefs. Mr. Konopka will
support the position that the goal of
people, as responsible stewards of
God’s world, is to gain knowledge of
its history and grow in a worshipful
reverence for its creator.

The community also is invited to
join the Willow Grove congregation

for worship on Sundays at 10 a.m.
and/or for special events such as this
forum. For more information about
the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, call the church office, Mon-
day to Friday, at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or access the church’s website:
willowgrovechurch.org.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, across
the street from the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse and soccer field
and near the corner of South Martine
Avenue.

Festivities to Include
Lions Club Market

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club will once again
participate in the Scotch Plains Day/
Weekend festivities with its market.

The market, which will feature ven-
dors for crafts, “flea-type” goods,
antiques and food, will take place on
Saturday, October 17, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. in the Scotch Plains municipal
parking lot on Park Avenue next to
the Farmers’ Market.

On Sunday, October 18, the market
will move to Park Avenue from noon
to 5 p.m. as part of the Scotch Plains
Day festivities. Park Avenue will be
closed to traffic on Sunday. The Scotch
Plains Day/Weekend celebration also
will include international food, rides,
entertainment and bargain hunting
opportunities. All are welcome.

In accordance with Lions Club
goals, all proceeds raised will be used
to support multiple community needs
as well as various organizations serv-
ing the blind and visually impaired.
For information about participating
as a vendor or information in general
on the weekend, call Ron Kelly,
Scotch Plains Lions Club vice presi-
dent, at (908) 753-8218.

Meeting of ACGNJ
Set In Scotch Plains

SCOTCH PLAINS – The ACGNJ
Computer Club will present “Social
Networking” – Introduction to
FaceBook on Friday, October 16, at 8
p.m. Brian Welch will be the guest
speaker. The meeting will take place
on the second floor of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad building, lo-
cated at 1916 Bartle Avenue. For more
information, visit acgnj.org.

Garden Club to Host
Grower of Orchids

WESTFIELD – The Garden Club
of Westfield will host Beth Davis, a
third-generation orchid grower from
Waldor Orchids of Linwood, at its
Tuesday, October 13 meeting.

Ms. Davis will demonstrate
repotting, feeding, growing and
proper display. Orchids will be avail-
able for purchase and tea will be
served following the program.

The meeting will be held at 1 p.m.
in the Parish House of The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, located at
140 Mountain Avenue. Guests are
welcome. Admission is free.

A family-run business, Waldor Or-
chids has won more than 100 awards
from the American Orchid Society
and continues to exhibit annually at
the Philadelphia Flower Show. For
more information, call Rosemary
Shire, Garden Club president, at (908)
232-8120.

ALL GOD’S CREATURES…The Reverend Cynthia Cochran-Carney, in back-
ground, is pictured with the Fonte family, from left to right, James, C.J., Melinda,
holding Gabbie, and Corinne, with their pet, at last year’s Blessing of the Animals
at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church of Scotch Plains. This year’s event will
take place this Sunday, October 11, from 4 to 5:30 p.m.

Willow Grove to Hold
Pet Blessing Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
hold its annual Blessing of the Ani-
mals this Sunday, October 11, from
4 to 5:30 p.m. Willow Grove’s pas-
tor, the Reverend Cynthia Cochran-
Carney, will give a special blessing.

Those with pets who are sick or
who have died may bring a picture
of their pet, and these pets also will
be included in the blessing. All pets
and animals are welcome, but must
be on a leash or in a cage. A brief
service of prayer and singing will
be held at 4 p.m.

Afterward, there will be a special
Shetland Sheep Dog Show and puppy-
petting pen. The rain date for this event
is the following Sunday, October 18.
The church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

630 Lenox Avenue
Westfield NJ, 07090
(908) 432-9875
(908) 928-0231 (Fax)

Specializing in Evaluation and Treatment of Pediatric
and Adolescent Communication Needs

Anne D. FitzPatrick, M.A. CCC
Speech Language Pathologist

ASHA Certification

New Jersey License and Certification

PROMPT trained

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

DO-IT-YOURSELF

24/7

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

Visit Our Website

Dr. Daniel Gordis to Visit
Congregation Beth Israel
SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Daniel

Gordis will speak at Congregation
Beth Israel, located at 18 Shalom
Way in Scotch Plains, on Tuesday,
November 3, at 8 p.m.  The cost is $15
in advance, $18 at the door and free to
students with advance RSVP, $5 at
the door. Participants may attend a
dinner prior with Dr. Gordis at 6:30
p.m., $180 per couple (includes din-
ner for  two, a book and tickets to the
lecture following). To make a reser-
vation, call the synagogue office at
(908) 889-1830.

Dr. Gordis is a noted lecturer and
writer. His most recent book is “Sav-
ing Israel: How the Jewish People
Can Win a War That May Never End.”
He will talk about the future of Israel.
To become familiar with his work,
access danielgordis.org.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express
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Open House Event to Offer
Look at Ma’ayan Program

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-El
invites families to learn about its
Ma’ayan religious school program
for students with special needs at an
open house event on Sunday, October
18. The temple is located at 756 East
Broad Street in Westfield.

Ma’ayan is a program for Jewish
children whose educational needs
cannot be met in a regular classroom.
It provides children with develop-
mental disabilities an introduction to
Jewish holidays, traditions, history,
prayer and the Hebrew language.

The two major goals of this pro-
gram are for each student to develop a
lifelong love and an understanding of
Judaism through rituals and practice
in order to become a participating
member of the temple community.

In a supportive and small group
setting, each child participates in the
life of the synagogue. A certified spe-
cial education teacher, assisted by
trained teen leaders, uses multiple ap-
proaches to learning, including music,
crafts, cooking, games, puzzles, sto-
ries and other experiential activities.
This program is designed to enhance
each student’s strengths through indi-
vidualized instructional goals.

Clergy and staff members work
closely with each family to design a
meaningful Bar or Bat Mitzvah expe-
rience and service for every student.

For students with special needs who
can participate in a more traditional
classroom environment, a Shadow
Program is available to provide sup-
port and assistance.

Families will gather for coffee and
snacks at 11 a.m. They will have an
opportunity to meet the Ma’ayan
teacher, Deborah Linder, and explore
some of the material used in the class.
David Gronlund-Jacob, Religious
School principal, also will be avail-
able to answer questions.

Space in Ma’ayan is limited. For
further information, contact Mr.
Gronlund-Jacob at the Temple
Emanu-El Religious School at (908)
232-6770, extension no. 125, or at
Dgronlundjacob@tewnj.org. Temple
Emanu-El is located at 756 East Broad
Street in Westfield and is affiliated
with the Union for Reform Judaism.

Neal E. Auricchio, Jr. and Miss Maria D. McGrath

Miss Maria D. McGrath
To Wed Neal Auricchio, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Salvatore Macaluso of

Westfield and Mr. George McGrath of
Pennsylvania are pleased to announce
the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Maria D. McGrath, to Neal E.
Auricchio, Jr. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Neal Auricchio, Sr. of Colonia.

A graduate of Westfield High School,
Miss McGrath received a Bachelor of
Arts degree, summa cum laude, in spe-
cial education from Kean University.
She earned her master’s degree as a
reading specialist from Kean Univer-
sity in 2009. Miss McGrath is em-
ployed with the Westfield Board of
Education as a special education teacher.

Mr. Auricchio is a graduate of St.
Joseph’s High School in Metuchen.
He received a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Psychology from Rutgers Univer-
sity in 2004. The future bridegroom is
a corporal in the United States Marine
Corps. He served two tours of duty in
Iraq and was awarded the Purple Heart.
Mr. Auricchio is employed by the
Woodbridge Police Department.

The couple plans to be married in
the summer of 2010.

Holy Trinity Seniors
Post Meeting, Trips

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will meet on Mon-
day, October 12, at 1:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
gymnasium, located on First Street in
Westfield. The Reverend Matthew
Looney, club moderator, will open the
meeting and discuss the group’s up-
coming day trips.

The first trip will be to the Platzl
Brauhaus in Pomona, N.Y. on Tues-
day, October 20, for an Octoberfest
celebration. Food and entertainment
will be featured at this celebration.
The bus will leave at 9:30 a.m. from
the parking lot of the Knights of Co-
lumbus hall on North Avenue in
Westfield. Final signups may be done
at Monday’s meeting. A trip also is
planned for Wednesday, December 2,
for the Christmas show at the
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse. Tickets
will be $75. Individuals also may sign
up for this trip at the meeting.

Linda Caminiti from The Chelsea
at Fanwood will speak to the group
during the meeting about living at
The Chelsea. The regular meeting
and refreshments will follow.

Local Artist to Describe
Work as Illustrator

WESTFIELD – Laura Schrieber, a
New Jersey artist and illustrator, will
share her experiences as the illustra-
tor of the new book “Astonishment –
Life in the Slow Lane” by Jan Slepian
on Friday, October 16, at 12:45 p.m.
at the First United Methodist Church.

A collection of 20 brief essays about
aging, “Astonishment” is described
as simultaneously “bittersweet, in-
sightful and laugh-out-loud funny.”
Ms. Schrieber’s illustrations comple-
ment the essays.

All are welcome. Attendees are in-
vited to bring a sandwich for lunch at
noon. Dessert and beverages will be
provided. The church is located at 1
East Broad Street in Westfield.

Bereavement Series
Currently Available

CRANFORD – The Center for
Hope Hospice and Palliative Care is
offering a lecture series entitled “Jour-
ney Through Grief” on Tuesdays from
7 to 9 p.m. The next sessions will take
place on October 13, 20 and 27 at the
Cranford Alliance Church, located at
7 Cherry Street.

This non-denominational program,
featuring special speakers, is designed
to assist those who have experienced
the death of a loved one. Pre-registra-
tion is not required. The series is free
and open to the public. Guests may
bring family members and friends.
Refreshments and fellowship follow
each week’s lecture. For more infor-
mation or directions, call Acadia
House, the Center for Hope’s be-
reavement center, at (908) 654-3711.

MR. AND MRS. MATTHEW RICHARD COLTRERA
(She is the former Miss Paige Nicole Frankland)

Miss Paige N. Frankland
Weds Matthew R. Coltrera
Miss Paige Nicole Frankland and

Matthew Richard Coltrera were mar-
ried on Saturday, June 6, at The Sand-
erling Resort in Duck, N.C.

The Reverend Jay Bowman offici-
ated the afternoon ceremony. A re-
ception followed on the Sound at The
Sanderling Resort Pavilion.

The bride is the daughter of Ms.
Candace R. Frankland of Tampa, Fla.
and Mr. and Mrs. G. Thomas
Frankland of Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
She is the granddaughter of Mrs. Betty
A. Frankland of St. Petersburg, Fla.
and the late George E. Frankland.

The bridegroom is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Coltrera of
Westfield. He is the grandson of Mrs.
Lillian Weygand of East Providence,
R.I. and the late Charles E. Weygand
and the late Mr. and Mrs. Charles J.
Coltrera of Clemson, S.C.

The bride was escorted by her fa-
ther and given in marriage by her
parents. She wore a silk dupioni strap-
less dress with an Alençon lace sweet-
heart neckline and a traditional lace
mantilla veil. She carried a bouquet
of blush peonies.

Ms. Valerie Frankland of Raleigh,
N.C., sister of the bride, served as the
maid of honor. The bridal attendants
included Miss Lauren Alfonso of
Tampa, Fla., Mrs. Julie Cash of Ra-
leigh, N.C., Miss Lauren Coltrera of
Westfield, sister of the bridegroom;

Mrs. Brittany Lindquist of Orlando,
Fla., Mrs. Kathryne Ripley of Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., Miss Alexis Settecasi
of Atlanta, Ga. and Miss Blair Winter
of Raleigh, N.C. All wore strapless,
navy blue, knee-length cocktail style
dresses and carried bouquets of pink
peonies.

Nicholas Pino of Raleigh, N.C., a
childhood friend of the bridegroom,
served as the best man. The grooms-
men included John Cale of Newport
News, Va., Richard Coltrera of
Westfield, father of the bridegroom;
Jack Gallagher of Raleigh, N.C., Scott
Giles of Scotch Plains, Jeffrey Kivetz
of New York City, Garrett Ritz of
Astoria, N.Y. and Luke Wilcox of
Raleigh, N.C. Aaron Easley of Char-
lotte, N.C. served as the reader.

Duke, the couple’s Labrador re-
triever, served as ring bearer.

A 2000 graduate of H.B. Plant High
School in Tampa, Fla., the bride
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in
Psychology from the University of
North Florida. She is employed with
Newizon, Inc.

The bridegroom, a 1998 graduate
of Westfield High School, earned his
business administration degree from
Elon University. He is employed with
Southtech Orthopedics.

After a honeymoon trip to Little
Dix Bay in Virgin Gorda, the couple
now resides in Raleigh, N.C.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Host of the

LIVE LIFE artistically

Co-Sponsored by

300 Meadow Lakes | East Windsor, NJ 08520 | www.meadowlakesonline.org

Experience a celebration of the arts in an atmosphere of creativity and inspiration. 
From painting to music, literary expression to computer art, Meadow Lakes 
residents enjoy artistic appreciation of every kind. 

Because of our dedication to the arts, we are proud to host the NJ State Senior 
Art Show celebrating Arts and Humanities Month. We invite you to be our guest 
for a special guided tour of the show along with a tour of Meadow Lakes. 
Refreshments will be served.

A full-service retirement community

JOIN US
Friday, October 9th, 16th or 23rd

All tours begin at 10:00 a.m.

Parishes to Present
Alternative Gift Sale
WESTFIELD – An alternative gift

sale will take place on Saturday and
Sunday, October 17 and 18, in the
cafeteria section of Holy Trinity
School. The school is located at 336
First Street in Westfield. Sale hours
will be noon to 7 p.m. on Saturday
and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday.

Sponsored by both Holy Trinity
and St. Helen’s parishes in Westfield,
the sale will feature handcrafted items
made by artisans and farmers in low-
income regions of the world.

The sale of these items helps the
people who made them afford food,
medicine and education for their chil-
dren. Fair Trade Coffee and choco-
late candy also will be available at the
sale. For more information, call Dea-
con Tom Pluta at (908) 232-8137.

Hypertension Clinic
Set For October 13

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Health Department will spon-
sor its next hypertension clinic on
Tuesday, October 13, from 10 a.m. to
noon at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

These screenings are open to all
Scotch Plains residents. However,
persons who have not had their blood
pressure checked in a while or who
smoke, are overweight or have a fam-
ily history of hypertension, heart dis-
ease or diabetes are particularly en-
couraged to attend the clinic.

For additional information, call
(908) 322-6700, extension no. 306.
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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Symptoms Which Can Indicate
That A Man Is Depressed

An Inquiring Wife Writes: My
husband’s doctor recently told
“Ralph” (disguised name) that
some of his physical problems, i.e.
hypertension, are due to, or related
to, depression. I did some research
on males and depression and found
out that men rarely talk about sad-
ness or hopelessness because it
means they are inadequate or weak.
Had I known this about Ralph, I
would have attempted to get him to
talk to our pastor. Are there signs
that could alert family members
that a husband or father, or any
man, is depressed?

Answer: I read an informative
article in the June 2008 Health
Journal about “Eight ways to tell
he’s depressed.” Here are some in-
dicators:

(1) Withdrawing from other
people and spending time watch-
ing TV, playing computer games or
pursuing other solitary activities.

(2) Increased drinking or use of
mood-altering medications.

(3) Change in sexual behavior: A
depressed man can lose interest in
sex – or become more sexually
aggressive.

(4) Change in eating habits –
either a weight gain or a weight
loss of 10 pounds or more is con-
sidered significant.

(5) Disturbed sleep patterns, par-
ticularly waking up in the middle
of the night or very early morning
and being unable to get back to

sleep.
(6) Irritability and fits of bad

temper.
(7) Having difficulty making de-

cisions.
(8) Taking increased risks, such

as a sudden interest in gambling or
skydiving; starting an affair.

A Surprised Wife Writes: My
husband is considering a divorce
after 20 years of marriage. The
reason he gives is unbelievable. I
just had four teeth implants put
into my mouth. It took months to
prepare for this, drilling, gum
strengthening and so on. I can af-
ford it (at $4,000 a tooth), and I
feel glad that I did it. It is more
natural than a bridge.

Since this has happened, my hus-
band avoids me, won’t kiss or have
sex with me. He said it makes him
feel uncomfortable, and he wants a
woman who has her “natural teeth.”
He says he wants to “live” and may
want a divorce. I am furious, but
can’t decide what to do. You seem
reasonable, so I turn to you for di-
rection. Have you ever encountered
implants as a reason to divorce?

Answer: This is a first for me,
and I accept that you are stating
this as factually as possible. I don’t
know your ages, but a few things
stand out: (1) The teeth implants is
not the main reason for his reac-
tion, (2) He may have some obses-
sive issues regarding mouths, teeth
or “unnatural” parts of the body,
(3) Has this been a good marriage?
(4) Are finances an issue? (5) And
mostly, is he going through a mid-
life crisis of not wanting to grow
old, and wanting younger, healthier
partners?

If you feel the marriage is worth
saving, ask him to see a therapist
with and/or without you. See a thera-
pist yourself who will help you
clarify your own feelings re your
husband and what this situation may
represent. After all is said and done,
enjoy your implants and enjoy be-
ing with someone who will accept
you – and them! Keep smiling!

A Frustrated Husband Writes: I
have to wear a solid colored (any
color) jacket at my job (stocking
shelves or being a part-time cash-
ier). I am married and do my own
clothes washing. I have used every
brand of washing detergent to get
the color white to look bright and
clear; nothing works. My wife tells
me to use a cupful of detergent, but
I use almost a quarter of the bottle,
and both results are poor. We have a
good marriage, but is this worth fight-
ing over? Any practical solution?

Answer: This is where we have
to differentiate which are the big
wars versus the small ones about
which we should argue. My ad-
vice: Wear black!

– Obituaries –
Salvatore S. Ciccotelli, 87, U.S. Marine;
Was Social Studies and English Teacher
Salvatore S. Ciccotelli, 87, of Clark

died on Tuesday, September 29,
peacefully at his home.

Born in Dunmore, Pa., he had for-
merly lived in Scranton, Pa. and was
a resident of Clark for the past 51
years.

Mr. Ciccotelli had worked as a so-
cial studies and English teacher at
Burnet Junior High School in Union
for 25 years. He also worked as a clerk
and was a member of the Ashbrook
Golf Association of Scotch Plains.

During World War II, Mr. Ciccotelli
honorably served in the United States
Marine Corps from 1942 to 1945 as a
private first class and saw action in
Okinawa during battles in 1945. He
was a member of the American Le-
gion of Clark, Post 328, and the Clark
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 7363.

He was the beloved husband for 60

years of Freda (Gable); the loving
father of Stephen, Sr. and his wife,
Ginny, Michael and his wife, Valerie,
and Mark and his wife, Pattie, and the
cherished grandfather of Stephen, Jr.,
Kelly, Jamie Wray, Sarah and Becky,
and great-grandfather of Stephen, III
and Isabella Marie.

The funeral was held on Monday,
October 5, from the Krowicki Gorny
Memorial Home in Clark. A Mass of
Christian Burial followed at St. John
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church
in Linden. Burial took place at Holly-
wood Memorial Park in Union.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests that donations in his name be
made to Rahway Hospice, 865 Stone
Street, Rahway, N.J. 07065. To offer
condolences, please visit
www.Krowickigorny.com.
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Margaret Ann Maguire, 73, Realtor;
Enjoyed Family, Sports, Gardening

Margaret Ann Maguire (Hug) of
Mashpee, Mass., formerly of Scotch
Plains, N.J., passed away on Sunday,
August 23, her 73rd birthday.

Born in Madison, Wis., Margaret
majored in architecture in
college, attending Lawrence
College, Marquette Univer-
sity and the University of
Wisconsin at Milwaukee.

An active sports enthusi-
ast, she loved the outdoors
for many years. Margaret
enjoyed skiing, skating and
swimming with her family.
She also was a master gar-
dener. Her home was al-
ways filled with plants,
flowers and dried arrange-
ments.

Margaret spent nearly 20 years in
sales and merchandising with JC
Penney and Marlene Industries in
New York City. Following that, she
had a very successful career as a third
generation realtor, joining Coldwell
Banker-Schlott Realtors in Westfield,
N.J.

Winning multiple awards and rec-
ognition in her 20 years in real estate,
she touched the lives of many fami-
lies. Upon retirement, she and her
husband, Jim, relocated to Mashpee,
Mass. There they began golfing,
kayaking, long walks on the beach
and lots of seashell collections.

Margaret enjoyed volunteering at a
local school with the art department.
She was a member of the First Lutheran

Church of West Barnstable, Mass.
She was predeceased by her par-

ents, Fred E. Hug and Virginia D.
Hug (Roehl).

She is survived by her husband of
27 years, James B.
Maguire, II; her sib-
lings, Fred W. Hug of
Gilbert, Ariz. and Su-
san E. Bremer (Tho-
mas) of Thiensville,
Wis.; her daughter,
Heather L. Burgess
(Chuck) of Los Ange-
les, Calif., and four
stepchildren, Marjorie
Fitzgibbon (Thomas)
of Fanwood, N.J.,
James B. Maguire, III

(Maureen) of Scotch Plains, N.J.,
Eileen M. Clemmons (Anthony) of
West Chester, Ohio and Daniel P.
Maguire (Vanessa) of Puerto Rico.
She also leaves three grandchildren,
Dylan, Quinn and Ann Burgess, and
11 step-grandchildren, TJ, Matthew,
Melissa and Sean Fitzgibbon, Dara
and Jimmy Maguire, Nicholas, Peter
and Ryleigh Clemmons and Chiara
and Robert Maguire. Also surviving
are a niece, Lisa Bernd (John) of
Grafton, Wis., and a nephew, Joshua
(Ashley) Bremer of Phoenix, Ariz.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, October 3, at the First Lutheran
Church of West Barnstable, Mass. If
desired, donations can be sent in her
name to the American Cancer Society.
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Frederick Honold, Sr., 87, Giants Fan;
Was Longtime Chemical Engineer

Frederick J. Honold, Sr., 87, of
Summit died on Tuesday afternoon,
September 29, at the Center for Hope
Hospice in Scotch Plains, surrounded
by his family.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, Mr.
Honold had been a longtime resident
of Fanwood before recently coming
to Summit.

A 1939 graduate of Thomas
Jefferson High School in Elizabeth,
he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree
from Rutgers in 1949 and his Master
of Arts degree from the Newark
School of Engineering in 1953.

Mr. Honold served as a navigator
with the 8th Air Force during World
War II in Norwich, England, com-
pleting 35 missions.

He had worked as a chemist and
chemical engineer for Schering
Plough in Kenilworth for 45 years
before retiring in 1987.

Mr. Honold was a 4th Degree mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus,
Scotch Plains Council, where he had
served as a Grand Knight. He also
was a member of the Deutscher Club

of Clark, the Serra Men’s Club and
the Chemical Society.

An avid New York Giants fan, Mr.
Honold’s avocation was cartooning.
He had honored his beloved grand-
children, as well as many co-work-
ers, in this way.

Survivors include his wife of 59
years, Virginia (née Rodgers); a son,
Frederick J. Honold, Jr. and his wife,
Karen, of Summit, and four grand-
children, Katherine, Kevin, Matthew
and Elizabeth. His sister, Josephine
Denman, preceded him in death.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated on Friday, October 2, at
Saint Teresa of Avila Roman Catho-
lic Church in Summit. Interment fol-
lowed at St. Teresa’s Cemetery in
Summit.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the William R. Dangler
Funeral Home of Summit.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076 would be most appreciated.
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Margaret Ann Maguire

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004675

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-44376-08

Plaintiff: COUNTRYWIDE HOME LOANS
SERVICING LP

VS.
Defendant: RUI OLIVEIRA; DEOLINDA

OLIVEIRA
Sale Date: 10/14/2009
Writ of Execution: 07/17/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Two Thousand Thirteen and 78/100***
$382,013.78.

Property to be sold is located in the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union and Sate of
New Jersey.

Premises commonly known as: 2377 Lake
Park Terrace, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
070761442.

BEING KNOWN as LOT 3, BLOCK 3903, on
the official Tax Map of the TownShip of Scotch
Plains.

Dimentions: 119.76 feet x 50.02 feet x 121.36
feet x 50.00 feet

Nearest Cross Street: Harding Road.
Subject to any unpaid taxes, municipal liens or

other charges, and any such taxes, charges,
liens, insurance premiums or other advances
made by plaintiff prior to this sale. All interested
parties are to conduct and rely upon their own
independent investigation to ascertain whether
or not any outstanding interest remain of record
and/or have priority over the lien being fore-
closed and, if so the current amount due thereon.

If the sale is set aside for any reason, the
Purchaser at the sale shall be entitled only a
return of the deposit paid. The Purchaser shall
have no further recourse against the Mortgagor,
the Mortgagor’s attorney.

Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Thirty Eight
Thousand Five Hundred Twenty and 66/100***
$438,520.66 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PHELAN HALLINAN & SCHMIEG, PC
400 FELLOWSHIP ROAD
SUITE 100
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054
(856) 813-5500
4 T - 9/17, 9/24, 10/1
& 10/8/09 Fee: $199.92

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004811

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-514-07

Plaintiff: HSBC BANK USA, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE UNDER THE POOL-
ING AND SERVICING AGREEMENT DATED
AS OF NOVEMBER !, 2004, FREMONT HOME
LOAN TRUST 2004-D

VS.
Defendant: HASSAN MOSELEY AND

SAMIRA MOSELEY, HIS WIFE; KAREN A.
CARUSO; NAGI BOTROS; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; R&Y AIR CONDITIONING; ABC BAIL
BONDS, INC.

Sale Date: 10/21/2009
Writ of Execution: 07/24/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy One Thousand Six Hundred Twenty
Three and 08/100*** $471,623.08.

Property to be sold is located in: Township of
Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New
Jersey

Premises Commonly known as: 6 Happel
Court, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076

Tax Lot #3, Block #6601
Nearest Cross Street: Westfield Road
Approximate Dimentions: 90 feet x 156 feet
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.
Pursuant to NJSA 46:8B-21 the sale may also be
subject to the limited lien priority of any Condo-
minium / Homeowner Association liens which
may exist.

Total Upset:  ***Five Hundred Twenty Two
Thousand Eighty and 50/100*** $522,080.50
together with lawful interest and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
WOODLAND FALLS CORPORATE PARK
220 LAKE DRIVE EAST, SUITE 301
CHERRY HILL, NEW JERSEY 08002
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 9/24, 10/1, 10/8
& 10/15/09 Fee: $187.68

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-09004908

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-21205-08

Plaintiff: FCDB 8020 REO LLC
VS.
Defendant: ANTHONY MORMILE; IMPERIO

MORMILE, HIS WIFE; ELIZABETH D.
MORMILE; BELL ATLANTIC NJ INC., OVER-
LOOK HOSPITAL

Sale Date: 10/21/2009
Writ of Execution: 08/20/2009
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Sixty One Thousand One Hundred Five and 88/
100*** $361,105.88.

Municipality: Borough of Garwood
Street Address: 434 3rd Avenue, Garwood,

New Jersey 07027
Tax Lot: 29
Tax Block: 104
Approximate dimentions: 50 feet x 150 feet
Nearest cross street: Walnut Street
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Four Thousand

Eight Hundred Thirty Seven and 30/100***
$404,837.30 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
PLUESE, BECKER & SALTZMAN, LLC
20000 HORIZON WAY
SUITE 900
MOUNT LAUREL, NEW JERSEY 08054-4318
(856) 813-1700
4 T - 9/24, 10/1, 10/8
& 10/15/09 Fee: $157.08

 

   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

                                              

 

Charles J. Tombs 

NJ Lic. Number 4006 

Director 

 

www.grayfuneralhomes.com 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

Nettie Hafer, Was Active With CSH,
Girl Scouts and Presbyterian Church
Nettie Hafer of Dayton, Tenn. went

home to be with the Lord on Satur-
day, September 19, 2009.

Born May 1, 1912 in Lambertville,
N.J., she was the youngest of six
children of Frank and Mary Greene
McNamara. She lived there along the
towpath of the Delaware River until
1929, when she moved to Newark,
N.J. and began a career with New
Jersey Bell Telephone Company,
where she coordinated the Yellow
Pages.

Ms. Nettie married Lt. Commander
Luther Hafer in 1941. They moved to
Westfield, N.J. in 1947, where she
became very active in fundraising, the
Girl Scouts, volunteering at Children’s
Specialized Hospital and loving the
game of bridge with friends. She was
a 50-year member of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, where she taught
Sunday school, volunteered in the
church office and was active in many
women’s ministries. After moving to
Dayton in 1994, she attended the First
United Methodist Church and became
active in the Dayton Garden Club and
the Readers Club.

Surviving are her daughter, Linda
(John) Blevins of Dayton, Tenn.; her
niece, Susan (Jim) McNamara Faas of

Mason, Ohio; her grandchildren,
Wendy (Steven) Holcomb Burch of
Nashville, Tenn., Jimmy (Anne)
Holcomb of Los Angeles, Calif., David
(Diana) Holcomb of St. Louis, Mo.,
Ben (Cindy) Pectol of Chattanooga,
Tenn., Julie Blevins of Atlanta, Ga.,
Philip Blevins of Charlotte, N.C. and
Jennifer (Chris) Blevins Beam of Day-
ton, Tenn.; her grandnieces, Patricia
Erin Faas and Emily Margaret Faas,
and seven great-grandchildren. Ms.
Nettie also had three very special
caregivers and friends: Mrs. Martha
Richardson, Mrs. Betty Bradford and
Ms. Alice Travis of Dayton.

A memorial service will be held at
2 p.m. on Sunday, October 11, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Dayton, Tenn., with the Reverend
John Anderson officiating. Burial will
be next to her husband in the Revolu-
tionary Cemetery of Westfield, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the First United
Methodist Church of Dayton, the
Rhea Healthcare Foundation of Day-
ton or the Ronald McDonald House.

Please share your memories of
Nettie on her online guest register at
www.vanderwallfh.com.
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Frank J. Wolf

Frank J. Wolf, 92, Was Merck Retiree;
Enjoyed Boating, Fishing and Church

Frank J. Wolf, 92, of Westfield
passed away peacefully at home, sur-
rounded by his loving family, on Sun-
day, October 4, 2009.

Frank was born on November 7,
1916 on a farm in Xenia,
Ohio. He was a graduate
of Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio, where he
was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa. He received a
Ph.D. in chemistry from
the University of Illinois.

In 1942, Frank married
Helen Sellmyer from
Pontiac, Ill. Together they
headed east in a well-used
Terraplane with $50 in their
pocket. They settled in
Westfield, and Frank be-
gan a long career at Merck.

Frank was an inventor on more
than 30 U.S. patents, including B-12
process patents. He authored “Sepa-
ration Methods in Organic Chemis-
try and Biochemistry” and many other
scientific works. In 1954 he was
awarded a Merck Fellowship for For-
eign Study and studied at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge and the Max Planck
Institute. After retiring from Merck
in 1982, he served as an advisor to the
FDA and continued to conduct scien-
tific research at Drew University.

Frank was a 66-year member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and served on the Board of Deacons
and as an Elder on Session. He sang
in the Chancel Choir for many years
and was later a volunteer for the Agape
Community Kitchen.

He was an avid bridge player and
enjoyed his years playing with the
Westfield Old Guard. Frank also was a
boating and fishing enthusiast. He
sailed “The Happy Wanderer” from
the Raritan Yacht Club in Perth Amboy.
Frank and Helen built a vacation home
on Duck Key, Fla., a gathering place
for friends and family.

Frank was a devoted husband, fa-
ther, son, brother, uncle and friend.
He was predeceased by Helen, after
60 years of marriage, and by his in-
fant granddaughter, Megan Wolf.

He is survived by three children and
their spouses, Judith Wolf Judge and
her husband, Charles, of Ann Arbor,
Mich., Frank Russell Wolf and his
wife, Martha Gilpatrick, of Concord,

Mass. and Barbara Wolf Burton and
her husband, Allen, of Westfield. Also
surviving are seven grandchildren,
Kate Judge and her husband, Tim Wu,
Maggie Judge, Jenny, Julie and Molly

Wolf and Matt and Abby
Burton.

A memorial service will
be held at 3 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 10, at The
Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The family will
receive visitors after the
service in Assembly Hall.

Remembrances may be
made to The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
to the Westfield Rescue
Squad, P.O. Box 356,

Westfield, N.J. 07091.
Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-

neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield. More information is avail-
able at www.grayfuneralhomes.com.
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Frank J. Rodgers, 83, Patent Holder;
Nycoil Co. President and Councilman

Frank Joseph Rodgers, 83, of
Westfield and Waitsfield, Vt. died
peacefully in his sleep on Thursday,
October 1, 2009, at the Center for
Hope Hospice in Scotch Plains.

He was born on March 7, 1926 in
Roselle, the son of Frank and Marga-
ret Rodgers. A 1944 graduate of
Roselle High School, he obtained a
Bachelor of Science degree in Me-
chanical Engineering from Rutgers
University after serving in the United
States Army Air Corps during World
War II.

In 1959, he married his wife,
Lorraine Johnson, who he met when
both were members of the Plainfield
Ski Club.

He went on to found Nycoil Com-
pany, and received a patent for in-
venting the recoil air hose. Through-
out his career, he was active in the
fluid power industry and served as
chairman of the Fluid Power Asso-
ciation.

After retiring, he took up flying,
obtaining his pilot’s license at the age
of 70. He loved his Vermont home
and continued to ski well into his
eighties.

A resident of Westfield for 47 years,
he was active in town politics, serv-
ing as First Ward councilman for six
years. He also was active with his
boys in Westfield Boy Scout Troop
172 and served on the board of the
Watchung Area Council. A gifted
singer, he was a member of the

Plainfield Barbershop Quartet. In his
later years, he was a member of the
Vermont Rotary Club and Sugarbush
Soaring Club.

He is survived by his beloved wife
of 50 years, Lorraine Johnson
Rodgers; his sons, David Rodgers of
South Carolina, Raymond Rodgers
of Westfield and Newport, R.I. and
Brian Rodgers and his wife, Katie, of
Cranford; his sisters, Virginia Honald
of Summit, Eileen Sharkey of Brick,
Marie Wolfe of Avon, Conn. and Flo-
rence Fiorello of Somerset; his
brother, Robert Rodgers of Clinton;
his two cherished grandchildren,
MaryBeth and Colleen Rodgers, and
many nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by his sisters, Dorothy
McGuire of Elizabeth and Margaret
Rodgers of New York City.

A Funeral Mass will be celebrated
at 10 a.m. today, Thursday, October
8, at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, 315 First Street at Westfield
Avenue in Westfield. Burial will be at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, charitable con-
tributions can be made to the Center
for Hope Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076 or to the
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation, 1322
North Halsted Street, Suite 201, Chi-
cago, Ill. 60642.
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Vera Harris
Vera Harris, a lifelong resident of

Westfield, died on Saturday, October
3, at Care One in Edison.

Mrs. Harris was a seamstress for
more than 40 years.

A life member of the Bethel Bap-
tist Church of Westfield, she also was
a member of Centennial Temple No.
246 IBPOE in Westfield, where she
served as financial secretary and trea-
surer; 3rd District Council, Past
Daughter Rulers; Past Grand Daugh-
ter Rulers of New Jersey and Na-
tional Past Grand Daughter Rulers.

Her husband, Sunnie Harris, pre-
deceased her.

Surviving are a brother, Wilbur
“Gus” Mason (Mary) of South
Plainfield; her nieces, Sharon Mason-
Bell (Michael) of Montclair, Gustavia
Tirado of Willingboro and Isidra Price
of South Plainfield, and her nephew,
Jayson Price of South Plainfield.

Services will be held at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, October 10, at the Bethel
Baptist Church of Westfield. Visita-
tion will take place from 9 to 10 a.m.
Saturday at the church.

Arrangements are by the Judkins
Colonial Home, Inc. of Plainfield.
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SPFHS Students to Collect
Pajamas For Needy Kids

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Students
Concerned for the Needy (SCN) Ser-
vice Group from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School will once again
collect new pajamas on behalf of  “The
Pajama Program,” a 501(c)(3) char-
ity that provides pajamas to children
in need.

Collected pajamas will be distrib-
uted to local organizations and shel-
ters that care for homeless and vul-
nerable children within Union County.
Community members may donate
new pajamas for a boy or girl, ages
infant through 17. All tags should be
kept on the pajamas.

The Second Annual Pajama Drive
will run from Tuesday, October 13,
through Wednesday, November 4.

Pajamas may be brought to the
Athletic Office at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, located in the

front of the building at 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains, from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

For more information, visit the Pa-
jama Program website,
pajamaprogram.org, or the SCN
website, scnonline.org

Best Friend to Hold
Luncheon/Tricky Tray
GARWOOD – Best Friend Dog

and Animal Adoption will have its
12th annual luncheon/tricky tray on
Sunday, October 18, at The
Westwood, located at 438 North Av-
enue in Garwood.

Doors will open at 12:15 p.m. and
lunch will be served at 1:30 p.m.
Admission is $37 and includes a com-
plete meal and a door prize ticket.
There will be prizes and a 50/50 raffle.
Reservations must be made by
Wednesday, October 13. For infor-
mation, call Debbie at (732) 991-
8851 or visit bestfriend.petfinder.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Improv Workshops Open
To Adults and Students

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present two
Improv workshops this month, one
for adults and one for students in
grades 6, 7 and 8. The library is lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street.

On Tuesday, October 13, at 7 p.m.,
Beth Painter, founder of the Conta-
gious Drama Workshop, will teach
adults some key elements to impro-
visation and then allow the class to
get up and act. “This hands-on work-
shop is an improvisation bonanza,”
said Ms. Painter. “It’s designed to
engage every person and is guaran-
teed to relieve stress.” No prepara-
tion or prior acting experience is
needed.

On Friday, October 23, from 6 to 8
p.m., Megan Donovan from Youth
Stages will lead students in an impro-
visational workshop called “Whose
Library Is It, Anyway?” Participants
will learn the tricks of creating be-
lievable characters and expressing
themselves without a script.

The program for adults is open to
Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders, and the teen

program is open to full-service
Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders only. To register, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, and click
on the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 4130, for the
adult program or (908) 789-4090,
option 3, for the teen program.

For more information, visit the
library’s website, sign up on the
website to receive the monthly e-
newsletter “Library Loop” or stop by
the library for a copy of its quarterly
newsletter “Take Note.”

Free Workshops Focus
On College Strategies

AREA – Free parents-student col-
lege workshops on college admission
“Do’s and Don’ts” will be held over
the next two months at area libraries.

High school graduation classes of
2010 and 2011 will be among the
biggest college-bound population
ever. Today, understanding the col-
lege admissions process is a time
consuming, demanding, complex and
costly experience. The financial ex-
pense of paying for a college educa-
tion is only exceeded by the purchase

WE WALKED…Franklin students proudly autographed their “We Walked”
banner and received stickers after participating in the annual Walk to School Day
last Wednesday, sponsored by the PTO B.R.A.K.E.S. committee. In a school-wide
raffle, second grader Alexandra Sica won a walk with principal Eileen Cambria,
while a Westfield police officer escorted Sebastian Tretter, also in second grade.
The event supports the town’s Walking School Bus program, designed to encour-
age exercise and reduce traffic near schools.

Courtesy of Albert Paglialunga
WALK OF FAME…Jefferson School’s parents and children celebrated Walk to
School Day last Wednesday. Everyone can help cut down on pollution, get more
exercise, conserve energy and eliminate vehicle congestion by walking to school.
A raffle was held and one of the winners, Theresa DiFalco, got to walk to school
with Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

UCC Exec. Director
Receives Spirit Award

AREA – During its regular bi-
monthly meeting, the New Jersey
Council of County Colleges
(NJCCC) presented the 2009 Com-
munity College Spirit Award to
Patricia Biddar, executive director
of assessment, planning and research

at Union County College, for her
exemplary service to New Jersey’s
community colleges.

“Since its inauguration in 1993,
the Community College Spirit Award
has been an honor bestowed to those
who embody the community college
spirit – perseverance, dedication and
excellence,” said NJCCC Chairman
Ronald Winthers.

Dr. Biddar, a Rahway resident, was
recognized for leading New Jersey’s
community colleges’ efforts to en-
hance the Vocational Education Data
System (VEDS). Community col-
leges use VEDS to meet Federal Carl
D. Perkins Career and Technical Edu-

cation Funding reporting require-
ments. This year, the state’s commu-
nity colleges are receiving more than
$9.1 million in Perkins funding.

“New Jersey’s community colleges
have greatly benefited from the sig-
nificant Perkins funds that support

our students and sustain important
academic programs at our colleges,”
Mr. Winthers added.

As Union County College’s ex-
ecutive director of assessment, plan-
ning and research, Dr. Biddar wrote
the college’s first institutional as-
sessment plan, instituted a strategic
planning process linked to budget-
ing and evaluation, chaired the
college’s Master Plan Committee,
updated the college’s facilities mas-
ter plan and conducted research stud-
ies that provided evidence of the
accomplishment of the college’s
mission.

She is a member of the Associa-
tion for Institutional Research, the
National Community College Coun-
cil for Research and Planning, and
the Society for College and Univer-
sity Planning. She is also a member
and former president of the New
Jersey County College Association
for Institutional Research and Plan-
ning.

Dr. Biddar holds a doctorate de-
gree in research design, measure-
ment and evaluation from New York
University, a master’s degree in edu-
cation in statistics and measurement
from Rutgers University, a master’s
degree in educational psychology
from Montclair State University and
a bachelor’s degree in English litera-
ture and psychology from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. She and her
husband reside in Rahway.

The New Jersey Council of County
Colleges is the state association rep-
resenting New Jersey’s 19 commu-
nity colleges.

As an independent, trustee-headed
organization that joins the leadership
of trustees and presidents, the council
is the voice of the community college
sector before the state legislature and
other branches of government. The
council is also the state coordinating
organization for all community col-
leges in New Jersey.

*

The Westfield Memorial 
Library presents 

An Improv

workshop

for adults 

Tuesday,

  October 13   7:00 pm 

Join Beth Painter, founder of the Contagious Drama 

Workshop, for a hands-on improvisation bonanza! Learn 

a few key elements to improvisation, and then get on 

your feet and act. No prep work or prior experience 

needed. A guaranteed stress reliever! Open to Westfield 

Memorial Library and MURAL cardholders. Sign up 

online at www.wmlnj.org and click on Online 

Calendar, or call 908.789.4090 ext 4122. 

The Westfield Memorial Library  550 East Broad Street 
Westfield, NJ 07090 908.789.4090 www.wmlnj.org 

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 17

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, October 18)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required

WF Holds JLEP ‘Touch A
Truck’ Event for Children

WESTFIELD — Back by popu-
lar demand, the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (JLEP) is hold-
ing its 3rd Annual Touch A Truck
event on Sunday, October 18, from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the South Av-
enue train station parking lot in
Westfield. The purpose of this fun,
family-oriented hands-on event is
to raise funds to support the com-
munity-based initiatives of the
JLEP, serving families in crisis in
Union County. Last year, more than
3,000 people enjoyed the event,
which raised over $25,000 dollars
for JLEP programs.

There will be nearly 60 vehicles
and heavy machinery for children to
climb, touch and view up close in-
cluding race cars, military vehicles,
fire trucks and ambulances. Addi-
tionally, there will be a children’s
craft area with free crafts, face paint-
ing, tattoos and nail painting. There
will also be a “Cozy Coupe” race for
the tots and bounce houses to enter-
tain children of all ages.

“Touch A Truck is one of Union
County’s premier family events,”
said Jane Hoffman, the event chair-

person. “Its success is due in large
part to the enthusiasm of local busi-
nesses, organizations and JLEP
members. One hundred percent of
the funds raised from the event will
be put to work in our community
with organizations and projects like
Career Closet, Home First and
scholarships for Union County high
school seniors.”

Admission is $5 per person or $20
for a family of four ($4 per additional
family member). Advance tickets are
now available on the JLEP website,
jlepnj.org, at a reduced cost of $18 for
a family of four.

The rain date for Touch A Truck is
Sunday, October 25.

“Touch a Truck is a wonderful com-
munity event,” said Susan Buchner,
JLEP president. “Families can come
out and enjoy the day together while
helping to support the wonderful com-
munity work of the JLEP. The funds
raised at Touch A Truck help the
JLEP further our mission and support
all of our community programs.”

For more information about the
event and the Junior League of Eliza-
beth-Plainfield, visit jlepnj.org.

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

SPFHS Class of ’59
Slates 50th Reunion
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School Class
of 1959 will hold its 50th year
reunion on October 16, 17 and 18
at the Bridgewater Marriott Hotel
in Bridgewater. For more informa-
tion, interested persons are asked
to contact Hank Treger, 328 Orenda
Circle, Westfield, N.J. 07090 or
call (908) 233-9058.

THE SPIRIT OF UCC…On September 21, the New Jersey Council of County
Colleges presented its annual Community College Spirit Award to Union County
College’s (UCC) Executive Director of Assessment, Planning and Research Dr.
Patricia Biddar for her exemplary service to the state’s community colleges. Pictured,
from left to right, are: New Jersey Council of County Colleges President Dr. Lawrence
Nespoli, NJCCC Chairman Ronald Winthers, Dr. Biddar, UCC Board of Trustees
Vice Chairman James Perry and UCC President Dr. Thomas Brown.

of a home.
Parents debate many of the follow-

ing questions:
Should children take the SAT or

the ACT? How do parents and chil-
dren choose the university with the
best fit? Should children file per-
sonal, common or universal applica-
tions? Which college admission pro-
cess – early decision, early action or
rolling – is preferable? What finan-
cial help will be available?

Angela Fleyzor is president of Col-
lege Choice Consultants LLC. She
has been an educator for more than 35
years, working the last 10 years with
parents and high school students as a
private college consultant.

She will appear at the Scotch Plains
Public Library on Thursday, October
15, at 7:15 p.m. Next month, she will
speak to parents and children at the
Mountainside Public Library on No-
vember 9 at 7:15 p.m. She will also
appear in Clark, Cranford and New
Providence.

To reserve a seat, contact Mrs.
Fleyzor at (732) 381-9685, e-mail
afleyzor@gmail.com or contact the
libraries. Parents are encouraged to
attend with their high school student.

Local Graduates Enroll
At Colgate University
WESTFIELD – The following

Westfield residents have enrolled at
Colgate University in New York state:

Katherine Sheridan, daughter of
Mr. Joseph Sheridan and Mrs. Mar-
garet Sheridan, and Peter Williams,
son of Mr. Donald Errol Williams Jr.
and Mrs. Victoria S. Williams, are
among the 750 students who entered
Colgate University with the Class of
2013 in late August.

Katherine is a graduate of Kent Place
School. Peter is a graduate of Westfield
High School.

Brunner PTA to Hold
Clothing Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Howard
B. Brunner Elementary School PTA
will hold a clothing drive Saturday,
October 17, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. to
benefit the school PTA initiatives.

Acceptable items include: clean,
usable and wearable clothing
(men’s, women’s and children’s),
shoes and accessories (handbags,
belts, scarves, ties, hats), also soft
household items (bedding, curtains,
tablecloths, towels), stuffed ani-
mals, toys and large items includ-
ing baby gear and oversized activ-
ity items (play yards, strollers, high
chairs, car seats, as well as play
centers, bouncers, walkers, swings,
etc.). Outdoor toys, books, VCR
tapes or CD’s are not accepted.

Items need to be contained in plas-
tic bags and dropped off at Howard B.
Brunner Elementary School, 721
Westfield Road, Scotch Plains, under
the awning by the flagpole between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. on Saturday, October
17. Due to lack of storage, the PTA
cannot accept early drop-offs.

For more information, contact
Jeni at (908) 889-1636 or
jeni@welcomehome123.com.

Serving children from 2  through First Grade

In flexible part time or full time programs

www.christopheracademy.com   908-233-7447

Admissions 

Open House

October 19, 2009
9:30AM 

510 Hillcrest Avenue
Westfield

Representatives from our 

Westfield and Scotch Plains 

campuses will be available 

throughout the Open House. 

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

FRANK WIETRY

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.
• ROOFING

• SIDING

• KITCHENS

• BATHROOMS

• BASEMENTS

• PORCHES

• DECKS AND MORE……

CUSTOM BUILT ADDITIONS, 

ADD-A-LEVELS AND CUSTOM HOMES

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE PLEASE CALL

732-381-0381

N.J. LICENSE#13VH02738800 FULLY INSURED
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CUMMINGS, RODRIGUES TAKE 1-2 IN ALL-AROUND

Blue Devils Shatter Records
At Cougar Gymnastic Invt’l

HEINE ASSISTS GREENSPAN, MENDEL FOR SCORES

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Make
Hunterdon Central See ‘Red’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil seniors Lacy Cummings
and Jenna Rodrigues knew their team
was favored to win the Cougar Invita-
tional gymnastics meet held in
Cranford on October 2. The Westfield
High School girls have won the title
the past three years, setting a meet
team total record each time, last year
being a lofty 108.275

“So far, our highest has been a
107.975 and that wasn’t even with all
our best scorers. We have so much
potential this year. Hopefully here,
we are going to show how much po-
tential we have,” Cummings said.

“I foresee us breaking our record of
last year,” said the clairvoyant Blue
Devil Head Coach Melissa Bryan.
“Throughout the season, we have been
close to hitting that record so far and
I haven’t had my starters in. My girls
are looking really solid in warm-ups,
controlled, confident. I perceive a

successful meet.”
Successful indeed! The Blue Dev-

ils not only topped the meet record,
they shattered it with a 111.2, the
highest team total in the state to date
(October 2). Cummings edged
Rodrigues for the all-around title with
respective totals of 37.375 to 37.325.

But the meet, which consisted of
11 teams, had several additional teams
vying for the title. The hosting
Cranford Cougars, who had won the
team title in 2002 and 2003, finished
second with a very strong total of
105.725.

During warm-ups prior to the meet,
Cougar Head Coach Michele Charney
Hulse said, “We are continuing to
progress. We are adding more diffi-
culty. Right now, we have a couple of
injuries but we are trying to manage
as best we can. Overall, the girls are
doing better. They are exactly where
they should be at this time of the
year.”

Cougar sophomore Mary Kate
Walch was expected to add a back,
one-and-a-half somersault to her floor
exercise routine and a pike Tsukahara
on the vault.

“Tonight, she is adding more diffi-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numerous yellow cards, including
a double yellow, and two red cards
made for a colorful and very physical
boys soccer game at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 3.
When all the flashing of colors was
over, the cooler-headed Westfield
High School boys prevailed, 2-0, over
Hunterdon Central.

2010 Registration Underway

SPFYBA’s 2010 Registration is underway. Registration fees remain unchanged as SPFYBA recognizes the 
significant financial concerns the current economic climate are causing our families.

2009 Significant Accomplishments included:
• Rebalancing our divisions to coincide with player’s school grade
• The introduction of a 50/70 division for our 6th graders to ease the transition to the big diamond
• The introduction of our Parents Auxiliary to embrace new ideas
• Our first annual family picnic, which hosted over 400 families
• A combined league approach with other communities for our 16/18U division
• Welcoming our SPFHS Varsity Baseball Manager onto the SPFYBA Board
• Teaming with the SPF school program for coaching clinics and managing our 7th and 8th grade 

teams

2010 Division Alignment
Division Grade Games Uniform Fee

Junior Tee Ball Kindergarten Saturday + 1 Weeknight Shirt and Hat $60
Tee Ball 1st Grade Saturday + 1 Weeknight Shirt and Hat $60
Pee Wee 2nd Grade Saturday + 1 Weeknight Full Uniform $75

Junior Division 3rd and 4th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $125
Major Division 5th 5th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150
Major Division 6th 6th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150

Senior Division 7th - 9th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150
Prep Division 18 and under Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150

In response to the poor weather in 2009, we are changing our format for Jr Tee, Tee, and Pee Wee to play 
games both during the week and on weekends.

Registration is easy. The easiest way is to log onto our website at www.spfyba.org and go to “Spring 2010 
Season Registration. Online registration is open now. You can also register in person on Saturday, October 
10th or 24th at the SPFHS Cafeteria from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM. These will be the only in-person
registration dates.

You are cordially invited to 
BE OUR GUEST FOR 2009 

Our gift to you with your 2010 membership 
 

For those who truly love the game, and appreciate the country club 
lifestyle, there are few offers that could come close to this one. 
Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club has never been more beautiful, 
comfortable or enticing. So join us now, because there are only a 
certain number of perfect golf days left this year. 

 

Original 1916 A.W. Tillinghast 18 hole course recently renovated 
features four tee positions ranging from 5402 yards to 6709 yards 
Full driving range, practice area and locker room 

The largest country club pool in New Jersey 

Personalized service, great pro shop, elegant and unpretentious 

Host to many prestigious events including the 2000 Charity Classic, 
2002 NJ State Open, 2003 & 2009 NJ State Senior Open 

 

Please call Jerome Louie 
To secure your membership at (908) 233-1300 x220 

Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club 
Visit our website www.shackamaxoncc.com 

Although the 8-1 Blue Devils did
draw a few yellow cards through all
the entanglements, the visiting 7-3
Red Devils never seemed to regain
their cool. Their insolence and poor
behavior never let up. Even their head
coach was red carded and had to
gather his belongings and exit Kehler
Stadium.

“It was a very physical game, a lot
of yellow cards thrown. We had the

first three yellows thrown against us
but my kids were able to keep their
composure and I thought that
Hunterdon Central lost their compo-
sure,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner said. “We were able to main-
tain possession, move the ball around,
get a second goal in the second half to
really secure the win, and totally keep
our focus on the game and the pur-

Probitas Verus Honos

WENSON, BRAND AND DEDUCK LEAD LADY RAIDERS

Raider Volleyball Girls Halt
Hilltoppers in Two Games

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They knew their assignments. They
played with intensity and determina-
tion as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls’ volleyball team
won the two-game battle convinc-
ingly, 25-9, 25-15, over Summit in
Scotch Plains on September 31.

The 5-3 Raiders jumped ahead
quickly in both games and never
looked back as they connected on all
cylinders, with top-notched serving,
passing, setting and hitting.

“Today, I expected them to win,
perform to their abilities, exceed any-
one else’s expectations and they did.
We did answer the offensive call on
service and with the aces that we had.
We had some great sets between both
setters, Rebecca Kryer and Linsey
Phelan, along with strong middle per-

formances by freshman Tara Sweeney,
who has been answering the call when
I put her in and does not get intimi-
dated. Kim Wenson, another strong
middle, definitely is our strong leader
on the court. This is her first year
playing a full rotation and that is a
true testament of her speed. Becky
Brand and Aysia Peterson, strong up
in the front row as outsides, are doing
very, very well, so I was very, very
proud of that effort,” said Raider Head
Coach Adrienne Stack.

Leading the successful perfor-
mances were the trio of senior tri-
captains, Wenson, Brand and middle
hitter Natalie Deduck. Wenson’s all-
around play victimized her opponents
with seven aces, four kills and five
digs and led her team with eight for-
midable service points. Brand struck
with seven service points, six aces,
eight digs and one kill and Deduck
chalked up eight service points, struck
with four service aces, and had one
block, three digs and one kill. Peterson
accounted for two service points, with
two aces, tallied with four digs and
notched five kills, Kreyer sizzled with
five service points, three aces and
took care of distribution with nine
assists. Phelan accounted for three

service points, two aces and added
five assists.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Cougar Invit’l Gymnastics
Westfield/Hunt. C. Boys Soccer
SPF/Summit Girls Volleyball
Westfield/Elizabeth Soccer
SPF/Immaculata Football

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DOING THEIR THING ON THE BEAM…Blue Devils Jenna Rodrigues, left, and Lacy Cummings practice their skills on
the balance beam. Cummings took first in the all-around and Rodrigues took second.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A TUMBLE TO THE GROUND…Blue Devil Phillip Mendel, No. 15, is bumped to the ground in a very vigorous
game against Hunterdon Central. Mendel scored a goal and Westfield won, 2-0.

BETTY LYNCH
Broker / Sales Associate

CELL: 908-419-5141
bettlync@att.net

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Architectural Digest Styling

Westfield...This luxury residence, set on approximately a half acre of professionally manicured property, is exquisitely
appointed by custom craftsmanship throughout. The two-story foyer, sweeping staircase and grand proportioned
rooms are just a few of the captivating amenities. An impressive living room features a dramatic, boxed beamed
ceiling, two-story fireplace and floor to ceiling windows/French doors. Banquet sized dining room accented by applied
moldings and lighted, dimensional ceiling. Handsome library, located just off the foyer, with double French door
entry. Five bedrooms, including an expansive master suite with gas fireplace, luxurious spa-like bath, dressing room
and private office. Six full and one half baths. Gourmet kitchen, boasting a 20’ ceiling, hosts stainless steel appliances,
oversized center island, granite counters, pantry and separate dining area accessing the outdoor deck. Just off the
kitchen, the sunny family room comprises an abundance of windows/French doors overlooking the backyard. Finished
lower level is a setting for entertaining with a media room, wet bar, exercise gym and walk-in steam sauna. Security
system, three car garage, two laundry rooms, three zone HVAC and a Home Logic System complete this exceptional
home.  For your private tour, call Betty Lynch. $2,595,000.

Yankee Don Larson Pitches Perfect
Game in World Series – 10-8-1956
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Talking State Titles,
WHS Is Leader of Pack

As we head into October and the
state tournament season slowly works
its way onto our calendar – and com-
ing off the football team’s bye week –
it’s a perfect time to retake a look at the
most successful (i.e., winningest) pro-
grams in state history, the schools that
have won the most individual/relay
and team state championships.

For those who missed it when it was
announced in the Devil’s Den last
year, the winningest team in state his-
tory is Westfield High School. The
Blue Devils have won 105 team titles
and 260 individual/relay titles for a
total of 365 championships;
Haddonfield is runnerup with 342.
This compilation includes 32 varsity
sports for all public high schools in the

state – 334 past and present – over a
period of 91 years (1918-2009); there
are 19,805 state champions(hips). The
group leaders are: Group 4:
Westfield………365 Group 3:
Moorestown…...230 Group 2:
Haddonfield….. 342 Group 1: Asbury
Park….. 324.

It is believed that Westfield’s first
state champion was back in 1922, when
sprinter Ed Hubert captured the Class
B 100-yard dash in 10 and 3/5 sec-
onds. That meet was held on June 3 at
the Lawrenceville School. Jimmy
(Nurmi) Byrd was a three-time win-
ner of the state Class B mile, in 1926,
’27 and ’28; Byrd was also runnerup
in 1925 by a scant five yards. With
state champs Wally Pitman (pole
vault), Stewart Dunn (hurdles), Dick
Whitcomb (880), Frank Esposito
(mile), Bob Martin (hurdles), the great
Wellington Ross (100, 220), Al
Bengston (hurdles), Hall of Famer Bob
McCoy (440), Walt Horner (880), Bob
Cornell (pole vault), Gordon Kellogg
(javelin) and high jumpers Freddy
Blackman and Frank Feely, the track
teams of the late ’20s and ’30s, under
coaches Howard Batten and Bob
Duncan, got the winning tradition
started in a big way at WHS.

The following are the all-time top
10 winning programs in each group,
based on their current size:

GROUP 4
Westfield……………365
Trenton………………324
Plainfield…………….300
Montclair…………….267
Columbia…………….251
Union………………..172
Ridgewood………….158
*Winslow…………....149
East Orange………….146
Vineland……….…….142
*formerly Edgewood

GROUP 3
Moorestown…………230,
Monmouth…………..184,
Lakewood……..……151,
Princeton…………….150
Rahway……………...149
Ramapo……………...149
Neptune……………..147
Long Branch…………132
Millburn……………..131
Morristown………….117

GROUP 2
Haddonfield…………342
Willingboro………….297
Bernards……………..271
Bridgeton……………197
Camden……………..176
Mountain Lakes……..147
Lincoln………………145
Haddon Heights……..117
Newark Science……..115
Woodrow Wilson……105

GROUP 1
Asbury Park…………324
Woodbury…………...198
Metuchen…………… 180
Highland Park……….170
Glen Ridge…………..140
Palmyra………………138
Paulsboro…………….124
Penns Grove…………102
Verona………………..98
Roselle Park…………..96

NUMBERS GAME
As any old-time WHS football fan

can tell you, the success of the varsity
on Saturday afternoons in the ’60s and
’70s was anything but unexpected.
Every Monday for almost 15 years,
from the late 1950s until the early
1970s, the WHS B squad – the Varsity
Reserve team, with underclass, non-
varsity starters – rolled up an unbeaten
streak that reached 108 before being
halted by Middletown, 14-6, in the
1973 opener. (The 1973 B squad went
3-4 – the four losses by a combined 20

points – and was 3-3-2 the following
year, setting up a 5-4 varsity record in
1975. Contrarily, in 1972 Plainfield’s
eighth-grade team beat Edison, 42-8,
and Roosevelt ,39-0; as seniors in 1976,
WHS won 38-0 in the regular season
and 14-0 in the playoffs. Go figure.)

Of course, trying to figure out the
varsity’s success in a given year based
on the won-loss record of the fresh-
man team three years earlier is not a
perfect system. People move, transfer
to other schools, switch to other sports,
or just drop out of competitive athlet-
ics. Stuff happens. But it is interesting
that this year’s varsity has a 1-2 record
… and the freshman teams the past
three years had a combined record of
23-2-1 – both losses in ’06 – 16-12 to
Irvington and 14-12 to Plainfield. The
2007 freshman team had 27 players
and went 9-0. Last year 21 of those
players were listed on the ’08 varsity
roster in the program, and only 12 of
those names are on the current roster.
Part of that may be to concentrate on
other sports, as some of the missing
players include wrestlers Christian
Barber and Eric Gozdieski, baseballers
James Barry and Steve Forgash, swim-
mer Nick Boyle, and basketballer Ryan
Hess.

Here’s a chart, with the varsity, jun-
ior varsity and freshman records the
past decade:
Year   V   JV   Fr
1999  –   1-4-1   6-3
2000   3-7   4-5   8-2
2001   8-3   7-0-1   5-4
2002   7-3   4-2-2   5-5
2003   4-6   2-4   8-2
2004   1-9   7-3   9-1
2005   1-9   7-2   6-1-1
2006   6-4   9-0   6-2-1
2007   7-4   7-2   9-0
2008   7-3   8-1   8-0

44-48 56-23 70-20
LOOKING AHEAD

Tomorrow night, the football team
travels to Clinton Township to take on
North Hunterdon at Singley Field. It is
the first football meeting between the
two schools, and despite the teams’
records, – both are 1-2 – it figures to be
a good game, especially with North
coming off its stunning upset of Ridge
last Friday night. The Lions feature
one of the state’s premier tight ends in
6-foot-4, 240-pound Kevin Haplea
(No. 10 in your program), who has
already been signed by Penn State. He
is part of an offensive line that goes
235, 220, 220, 230 and 250 from tackle
to tackle. The four best of that group
make up the defensive front. Sopho-
more quarterback Colin Macri is a 6-
3, 210-pounder who we’re told will
completely rewrite the school’s pass-
ing record book, and they also have an
elusive scatback in diminutive Korey
Salvo, who ran for 193 yards in a 16-
14 loss to Montgomery.

Amazingly, North hasn’t had a win-
ning record since 2002, and only seven
in the last 27 years. The last three
years have been close, each finishing
4-6. It will be very interesting to see
how the WHS players adjust to being
1-2, the first time coach Jim DeSarno’s
team has been under .500 since a 2-4
start back in ’06. That team won its
last four games to finish 6-4. There’s
no reason WHS can’t put together a
similar streak starting tomorrow. For
those who enjoy watching the battle in
the trenches, this game should be a
dandy. We’re also going to find out
how many WHS “fans” have jumped

off the bandwagon after the past two
games. Clinton isn’t far, maybe 35-40
minutes, and the field is on Route 31
south, just off Routes 22/78, so it’s
easy to get back home after the game.
Singley Field is a great place to watch
a game. For sure, there’s a bunch of
WHS grads now living out in
Hunterdon and Warren counties who
are looking forward to seeing their old
school in action. We’ll get to separate
the real fans from the “faux fans,”
those who show up during the always-
sunny winning days, but find excuses
to stay home during the gloomy-rainy
losing days.

Elsewhere, the gymnastics team –
fresh from Friday’s first-place finish
at the Cougar Invitational – travels to
SP-F on Tuesday for what is usually a
big match. This will be the 30th meet-
ing of the schools, with WHS holding
a narrow 15-14 advantage. WHS
scored 111.2 at the Cougar, while SP-
F was fourth at 102.875. The field
hockey team will open play in the
Union County Tournament this Satur-
day. While the team has struggled,
junior goalie Hannah Purdy has been
exceptional.

LOOKING BACK
Despite humongous graduation

losses and a 1-0 setback to Cranford,
the boys soccer team has rebounded
to knock off SP-F, Union and Eliza-
beth. And the girls are ranked No. 3 in
the state, their highest ranking in quite
a long time, and had a nice, 2-0 win at
previously unbeaten Somerville last
Saturday. With the county tourna-
ment starting up soon, it’s almost
time for us hooligans to starting us-
ing terms like “nil, attacking, side,
pitch, creating space” and calling our
home field “Old Kehler.” Not to give
nj.com “forons” any ink, and I’m
usually 1,000 percent totally in favor
of complete gun control (sorry, Bret),
BUT somebody should take
“crfdfhmom ” out behind the shed
and put her out of her elitist misery.
Her obsession/grudge with the WHS
field hockey team and coaches is way
too far over the edge. She was notice-
ably absent from the forum after A.L.
Johnson put a 5-0 hurting on Cranford
last Thursday. Massillon (Ohio) lost
26-21 Saturday night against Cleve-
land St. Ignatius … and the 5-1 T-I-G,
E-R-S travel to unbeaten Steubenville
tomorrow night for another monster
mash.

IN PASSING
We were saddened to read online of

the Sept. 29 passing of Sal Ciccotelli,
father of three very successful current
head football coaches: SP-F’s Steve,
Keyport’s Mike and Freehold’s Mark.
Sal, who was 87, fought at Okinawa as
a marine during World War II and later
served as an assistant football coach at
Union.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike, the new owner at Westfield
Subs, is Lacy Cummings. The senior
gymnast won the all-around title as
WHS won its fourth straight Cougar
Invitational at Cranford with a state-
best score of 111.2.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devil of the Week
Lacy Cummings

Gymnastics

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2008

A pastoral setting, in Westfield’s notable Brightwood neighborhood, embraces this exqui-
site Colonial. Beautiful classic setting mingle with fabulous updates to craft an unsur-
passed interior. The superb master suite with high ceiling, three closets and a new bath 
pampers you. The gourmet kitchen boasts granite counters, handsome cabinets, abundant 
stainless steel appliances, adjacent breakfast room with cathedral ceiling and an easy flow 
to the family room. Other highlights include a lovely fire lit living room, formal dining 
room, screened porch, spacious rec room, exercise room and a wonderful yard. Presented 
for $1,199,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL TUDOR

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Tim Dinan
Sales Associate

908-472-9801 - Direct
timdrealtor@gmail.com
www.timothydinan.com

OPEN HOUSE FOR THE PUBLIC
Sunday, October 11th  1-4PM • 416 Birch Avenue

Susan Dinan
Sales Associate

908-400-3918 -  Direct
sedinan@verizon.net
www.susandinan.com

You will appreciate the authentic detail of this stucco & timber Tudor that was crafted when this home was
constructed in the Westfield gardens section. You are greeted by wood floors & chestnut-trimmed archways in
the front entrance hall. A spectacular bay window enhances the living room. A banquet-sized dining room
opens to the family room & kitchen. The recent renovation carefully blends the amenities of today with the
period feeling of the original construction. Attention to detail is evident everywhere. So much to offer including
five bedrooms & three full plus two half baths. Don’t miss this new offering at $1,499,900.

Blue Devil Boys Finish 3rd
At Shore Coaches Invt’l

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished third in
the Varsity A Division race at the Shore
Coaches Invitational at Holmdel Park
on October 3. The No. 9 ranked Blue
Devils totaled 159 behind No. 6 Toms
River North at 149 and first-placed
No. 2 Christian Brothers at 86.

Curtis Richburg of West Orange
crossed first in the division with a time
of 16:05 followed by Christian Broth-
ers’ Dan Bailey at 16:08. Senior Ryan
Scrudato was the first Blue Devil to
finish with a personal record (PR) 16:42,
which was good enough for 14th place.
Jack Leahy crossed 16th with a time of
16:47. Andrew Kirna finished 32nd
with a PR 17:01, Mike Kelley finished
41st with a PR 17:12, Zach Lizmi
crossed 57th with a PR 17:26, John
Kirna finished 69th at 17:35 and Tyler
Cusick crossed 74th at 17:39.

The Blue Devils placed second in
the junior varsity race with 62 points.

David Carville finished second with
a time of 17:33 and Evan Tarlow
crossed fourth at 17:41. Kevin Ramos
crossed 13th at 18:08 and Sam Tooley
finished 14th with a PR 18:10. Gustav
Danielsson finished 29th with a PR
18:36, Wade Preston crossed 42nd at
18:48 and Andrew Felix crossed 47th
at 18:52. Matthew Ritter finished 54th
with a PR 18:59, Kevin Kessler fin-
ished 56th with a PR 19:01 and Beau
Preston finished 59th at 19:03.

The freshmen boys placed fifth in
their two-mile race with Rob
Marczydio crossing 13th at 12:29 and
Alex Hay finishing 24th at 12:39.
Jason Colasanti finished 33rd at 12:51,
David Solomon crossed 37th at 12:57
and Mike Reilly crossed 77th at 13:37.

The Blue Devil girls placed sixth in
the Varsity B race with 174 points.
Immaculate Heart won the4 division
with 87 points and Ridge took second
with 89 points.
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Immaculata’s Offense, Defense
Ground Raider Gridders, 41-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Plenty of talent and a fine blend of
rushing and passing attack made it
possible for the No. 19 Immaculata
High school football team to put a lot
of points on the scoreboard. That
offense, combined with a hard-nosed
defensive unit, earned the Spartans a
41-0 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood in Somerville on October 3.

The strong Spartan offensive line
opened up holes for fullback Kevin
Albert (three touchdowns [TD], four
receptions for 65 yards, 59 yards rush-
ing), running back Ish Mack (two

TDs, 91 yards rushing) and Ralph
D’Agostina (59 yards, one TD).

The 3-1 Spartan boys used a
dogged, stay-at-home defense to limit
the 1-3 Raiders to 90 total yards of
offense. Quarterback Gary
Binkiewicz, who was given no time
to roll out and set up his passing
game, completed three passes for 43
yards, was intercepted once and
sacked three times. Binkiewicz car-
ried the ball four times for 12 yards.

The Raiders totaled only 33 yards,
including two first downs and three
rushing yards in the first half but wide
receiver Doran Nelson, who finished
with three receptions for 43 yards, and
Alex Daboub, one catch for 11 yards
and two blocked point after touch-
down (PAT) attempts, showed signs of
success in the second quarter. Run-
ning back Quintin Blackwell pushed
forward for 34 yards on six carries and
on defense, dropped five Spartans to
the turf. Running back Javin Hawkins
ran 24 yards on six carries and jarred
seven Spartans on defense.

“We were not ready to play and I
have to take the blame for that. We
made too many mistakes early. The
snowball started rolling. Once that
snowball rolls, it’s awfully hard to
stop. They’re a good football team,
there’s no doubt about it. They’re in
the top 20 for a reason, so today, we
got our butt kicked,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli.

Raider Alex Graham played well de-
fensively and had a fumble recovery on
the Spartan one-yard line. Kyle Berwick,
Anthony Letteri, J.C Davidson, David

Kreps, Neville Hall and Mike Marsan
added defensive input.

Everything seemed to go accord-
ing to plan, an even better, for
Immaculata after the opening kickoff
as the Spartans took a 7-0 lead on
their first possession when Mack
scored on a 33-yard sprint. Nine sec-
onds later, after the Raideer fumbled
the ensuing kickoff on the one-yard
line, Mack scored his second TD.
With 5:16 left in the first quarter, an
11-yard TD scoring pass from quar-
terback Tyler Laverty to Albert pushed
the lead to 20-0. The Spartans added
to their offensive assault in the sec-
ond quarter when Albert hauled in a
24-yarder in the end zone putting
them in front, 27-0.

The Spartans maintained the mo-
mentum and rolled off two TDs in the
third quarter, highlighted by
D’Agostino’s eight-yard TD run and
Albert’s 18-yard TD snag from
Laverty.

Noting the Raiders’ defense did
display some stubbornness to the chal-
lenge, coach Ciccotelli said, “Yes,
but we have to get consistent though.
That is the problem. There are times
we do things very well and then we
have a breakdown, and those things
we do have to get straightened out
and corrected. The only way I know
how is that you have to get better
every day. For us coaching young
kids, we try to look at the big picture.
It’s got to be one day at the time and
that is what we have to do.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   0   0 0
Immaculata 21   6 14   0 41

KERR NETS GOAL, 2 ASSTS.; LANDEKA, GOAL, ASST.

Blue Devil Girls Warm Up
With, 6-0, Win over Elizabeth

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With a showdown against unbeaten
Somerville only three days away, the
No. 3 ranked Westfield High School
girls soccer team wanted to remain
on the top of its game and did so with
a 6-0 victory over Elizabeth at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on Sep-
tember 30.

The 6-0 Lady Blue Devils worked

their skills, using the starting lineup
for the first 20 minutes then Head
Coach Alex Schmidt tested various
combinations with their reserves
mixed in with some of their starters.

“With these type of games, we play
the first half like a real game because
we want to make sure that we are
trying to play as hard as we can. Try
to attack! We have individual goals

for the team, but we also want to
make sure that, when we play a team
of a higher caliber, we can’t expect
just to be able to turn it on,” coach
Schmidt said. “We want these girls to
be ready to play every game. They
should have jitters for every game
they play. We talk about every game
being the next big game, no matter
who it is.”

Last year, coach Schmidt was the

Blue Devil boys’ Assistant Coach
under George Kapner and he related
what he felt was the difference be-
tween coaching the boys and the girls.

“I think the difference is that, with
the girls, it’s more kind of leading the
girls. Where with the boys, you got to
push the boys, break them down to
play hard. I am enjoying it a lot,” he
said.

The entire game could have been
called a “half court” game because
the Blue Devils got off 14 shots in the
first half and another 13 in the second
half, while the Lady Minutemen were
not allowed a single shot due prima-
rily to the leadership and aggressive-
ness of senior co-captains Grace
MacKenzie (defensive half) and
Becca Kape (center defender), who
made sure that the ball was constantly

in Minutemen territory.
“Becca Kape and Grace

MacKenzie have really
shown leadership. Everyone
respects them. Both girls
have been on the varsity for
three, four years. They have
been the engine of our team
and they have done a great
job,” coach Schmidt said.

Because of all various
combinations used, six Blue
Devils managed to hit pay
dirt. Only four minutes into
the game, junior Emma
Franks banged in a goal off
a header from junior Sam
Costello, who received a
throw-in from senior Katie
Esler. Two minutes later,
Esler assisted junior Martina
Landeka in what appeared
to be a goal but the ref ruled
an offside.

With 28:10 left in the first
half, freshman Alexandra
Tinfow, on an assist from
Landeka, ripped a right-
footed shot into the upper
right of the net. Three min-

utes later, Landeka got free in the
middle and drilled a shot past the
goalie. Senior Amanda Markowski
(seven shots on goal), on an assist
from freshman Catherine Kerr, lined
a correct shot from 20 yards out. Kerr
added her second assist when senior
Meg Freundenheim notched a goal to
make the score 5-0 at the half. Kerr
added the final goal midway through
the second half, on an assist from
junior Katie Ponce.

“Our two freshmen are really start-
ing to develop. They are finding more
time. I think it’s great for reserves too
because we get to see, as coaches,
how prepared we are because you
never know with injuries and things
like that, who is going step in. In
games like this, it really shows you
who is prepared, and most of the girls
are ready to go,” coach Schmidt said.
Elizabeth 0 0 0
Westfield 5 1 6

Cougars Get Top Seed
In UCT Boys Soccer
The No. 13 Cranford High School

boys soccer team received the top seed
for the upcoming Union County Tour-
nament, which will begin on October
10. No. 14 Westfield and No. 16 Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received the second
and third seeds, respectively. Union
received the fourth seed. The
quarterfinals are scheduled for Satur-
day, October 17, the semifinals are
scheduled for Friday, October 23, and
the championship is scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 31, at 7 p.m. in Clark

PRELIMINARY ROUND:
1. Cranford hosts Roselle Catholic/
Union Catholic winner
9. Summit at 8. Elizabeth
12. Rahway at 5. Governor Livingston
13. Oratory at 4. Union
14. Dayton at 3. SPF
11. Plainfield at 6. New Providence
10. Linden at 7. Johnson
15. Brearley at 2. Westfield

The No. 3 Westfield High School
girls soccer team received the top
seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received the sec-
ond seed. New Providence received
the third seed and Union received
the fourth seed. The Preliminary
round is scheduled for Saturday,
October 10, and the quarterfinals
are scheduled for Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, at the home of the higher

seed. The semifinals are scheduled
for Sunday, October 25, and the
finals are scheduled for Saturday,
October 31, in Clark.
1. Westfield plays winner of 16. Roselle
Park/17. Elizabeth
9. Governor Livingston at 8. Oak Knoll
12. Kent Place at 5. Cranford
13. Rahway at 4. Union
14. Linden at 3. New Providence
11. Union Catholic at 6. Summit
10. Brearley at 7. Johnson
15. Roselle Catholic.18. Plainfield win-
ner at 2. Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Blue Devils Seeded 1st In UCT Girls Soccer
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WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD SCOTCH PLAINS

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD

COLONIAL
CENTER HALL COLONIAL: NEW CONSTRUCTION SPLIT LEVEL

CENTER HALL COLONIAL SPLIT LEVEL NEW CONSTRUCTION

$1,895,000
$1,195,000 $649,000

$575,000 $1,279,000

Architectural Integrity, Detailed Craftsmanship and Prestigious Location! This magnificent
custom 4000 square feet. Center Hall Colonial to be built by Elegant Homes by Ralph
Rapuano is located in the heart of Westfield’s desirable “Indian Forest”. Offering 5
Bedrooms, 4 Full and 1 Half Baths, this home defines traditional elegance. Outstanding
amenities include: exquisite millwork, customized ceilings, 2 story Foyer with a motorized
chandelier lift, 2 Fireplaces, oak hardwood floors, Formal Living Room, banquet size Dining
Room, 1st Floor Au-Pair/Extended Family Suite, gourmet Kitchen with an island that opens
to the Great Room with fireplace and custom built-in entertainment center. The spacious
Master Bedroom Suite with fireplace, walk-in closets and luxurious bath along with the
Finished Basement and walk-up attic, add to the opulent appointments. MLS # 2716465

Quality construction with attention to detail! This beautiful 4 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Center
Hall Colonial is nestled close to Tamaques Park. Amenities include hardwood floors, gas
fireplace in Family Room, large Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 full Baths on 2nd floor, walk-up attic,
2 car garage, back yard paver patio, 2 Master Bedrooms/Baths and more! MLS # 2705924

A great Parkwood home with 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, featuring vinyl siding, a newer furnace
and hot water heater, partially finished basement, ground level Family Room, wood burning
fireplace in Living Room, Eat In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, 2 car built-in Garage and
a beautiful park-like property. MLS # 2716311

This spectacular residence, built by Buontempo Homes, features 11 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 5
full and 1 half bath in a quiet suburban locale. Combining gracious formal living with
comfortable family features to suit all your entertaining & living needs. Some of the notable
features include custom ceilings, elegant main staircase, gas fireplaces in the great room,
master bedroom & master bath, gourmet kitchen with custom wood cabinetry & granite.
Special contractors financing available. MLS # 2677967

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath Split Level located on a quiet cul-de-sac, amidst tall trees and a beautiful
park-like setting, this home features updated kitchen and baths, hardwood floors, open
floor plan, Living Room with a gas fireplace, Dining Room with doors that open to a
spacious deck overlooking a scenic private yard, wonderful for entertaining. Central Air
Conditioning and gas heat updated in 2003, new paver walkway to front door, newly paved
driveway and many amenities. Partially finished basement and oversized 2 car attached
garage. MLS # 2693595

New homes to be built in New Subdivision. Great opportunity to have you dream home
built in an excellent location. Many options available. Very deep properties close to Franklin
School and Center of Town. Work with builder and customize plans to create your perfect
home. 4 Bedrooms 3.5 Baths prestigious Center Hall Colonials are planned. Hardwood
floors throughout, custom millwork, and spa like retreat Master bath are a given. Intercom,
central vac, and stereo system are just a few of the many appointments included in this gem.
Will Build To Suit! MLS # 2716580

$2,195,000

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE ENCOUNTER…Blue Devil Martina Landeka, back, taps the ball just before
a Lady Minuteman can get to it.

RAIDER DEFENSE HOLDING ITS GROUND...Raiders J.C. Davidson. No. 25, Neville Hall, No. 41, Anthony Lettieri, No.
44, Alex Graham, No. 48 and Davis Kreps, No. 68 gang tackle a Spartan looking for running room.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Blue Devil Soccer Boys Make
Hunterdon Central See ‘Red’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devils Shatter Records at Cougar Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Volleyball Girls Halt
Summit Hilltoppers in 2 Games

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

culty in her tumbling. She is a consis-
tent, all-around performer,” coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch placed fourth in the all-
around with a total of 36.2, just be-
hind A.L. Johnson’s Brie Ferdinandi
at 36.375. She also tied for third with
Linden’s Kelsey Maloney in the vault
with a score of 9.225. She also took
fourth on the floor with a 9.2, fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.625 and fifth on
the balance beam at 9.15, followed by
teammate Danielle McAuliffe at
9.075.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood presented
a strong team and finished fourth
with a total of 102.875 behind A.L.
Johnson at 104.225.

“We just had a fantastic meet against
South Brunswick. We beat last year’s
season-high, which was 104.95. We
beat it by a whole point (105.95). We
had a freshman, who was injured, so
we have been working through that.
She (Melissa Gara) was back last

Tuesday. We are working really hard,
trying to stick our beam routines and
be as clean as we can, and increasing
our scores as much as we can,” Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said.

Raiders Lindsay Robinson and Alex
Peluso were expected to perform a
very difficult Tsukahara (handspring,
full twisting back flip) on the vault.
Although not placing in the top-six in
the vault, Robinson placed fourth on
the unevens with an 8.775 and Peluso
placed fifth on the floor with a 9.15.

Prior to the meet, Rodrigues, the
all-around champion the past three
years, said, “I’m doing some new
tricks, but mostly the same routines,
just trying to clean them up from the
past few years. I have been training a
lot recently. I feel good today and I
think our whole team looks really
good. It will be a fun meet. I want my
last year to be a lot of fun.”

Rodrigues’ uneven bar routine,
which consisted of a shoot over from
the high bar, release to the low bar
with some hand stands and a double-
tuck dismount, earned her first in the
event with a 9.45. Cummings was
second at 9.25.

Cummings, the 2007 state cham-
pion in the vault, was expecting to
perform a front handspring, front tuck
maneuver in the vault.

“They are a lot better than they
have been in the past month, which is
a very good sign. Hopefully, I can be
successful in that event tonight.

Cummings won the event with a
9.55 and Rodrigues placed second at
9.3. Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger
placed sixth at 9.075. Cumming also
grabbed top honors on the beam with
a 9.5, followed by freshman team-
mate Lindsay Ripperger at 9.45 and
Rodrigues tied with ALJ’s Ferdinandi

at 9.3. Bohlinger won the floor exer-
cises with a 9.325, followed by
Rodrigues at 9.275 and Ripperger at
9.225. Cummings took sixth with a
9.075.

“Each year, my girls add more dif-
ficulty, especially on the spring floor,
Jenna Rodrigues and Lindsay
Ripperger are throwing double fulls
(somersaults), landing them and look-
ing pretty,” coach Bryan said.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 111.2, 2. Cranford (C)

105.725, 3. Johnson (J) 104.225, 4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 102.875, 5.
Watchung Hills (WH) 97.425, 6. North
Brunswick (NB) 91.75, 7. Columbia (Co)
90.55, 8. Union (U) 87.95, 9. Union Catho-
lic (UC) 83.55, 10. Dayton (D) 49.55, 11.
Linden (L) 35.225

VAULT:
1. Cummings (W) 9.55, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.3, 3. Walch (C) and Maloney (L)
9.225, 5. Ferdinandi (J) 9.1, 6. Bohlinger
(W) 9.075

UNEVEN BARS:
1.Rodrigues (W) 9.45, 2. Cummings

(W) 9.25, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 9.0, 4.
Robinson (S) 8.775, 5. Walch (C) 8.625,
6. Dianca Briscese (J) 8.6

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Cummings (W) 9.5, 2. Ripperger

(W) 9.45, 3. Rodrigues (W), Ferdinandi
(J) 9.3, Walch (C) 9.15, 6. McAuliffe (C)
9.075

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Bohlinger (W) 9.325, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.275, 3. Ripperger (W) 9.225, 4.
Walch (C) 9.2, 5. Peluso (S) 9.15, 6.
Cummings (W) 9.075

ALL-AROUND:
1. Cummings (W) 37.375, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 37.325, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 36.375, 4.
Walch (C) 36.2, 5. Briscese (J) 35.3, 6.
Maloney (L) 35.225

Blue Devil V’ballers Raise
Over 7 K for Breast Cancer
Visiting Union Catholic may have

earned a 25-12, 25-22, victory over
the Westfield High School girls vol-
leyball team but the event did some-
thing far more important on October
2, raise over $7,000 for Breast Cancer
Awareness.

Prior to the match-up, The First
Annual Play for Pink event featured a
serving contest, a bake sale, a silent
auction, as well as many additional
items for sale.

“The serving contest was a hit, as
was the silent auction, bake sale,
face painting, wall pledges and other
trinkets that were for sale,” said Blue
Devil Head Coach Bev Torok, who
wanted to thank sponsors of the
event: Amper Politzner and Mattia,
Anthony James Construction,
CompleteCollegePlanningSolutions.com,
Estevez Plumbing and Heating,
Manning Selvage and Lee Merit

Kitchens – MK Design
meritkitchens.com, Rubin Family
and Lord and Taylor.

“This was such a worthwhile event,
not only raising funds for the Susan
G. Komen Foundation, but raising
awareness in all about breast cancer,”
coach Torok said. “We want to find a
cure in our lifetime!”

The 6-4 Blue Devils got 10 assists
and two digs from junior setter
Jennelle Abbattista. Senior middle
blocker Lisa Nehring had four kills
and one block. Sophomore libero
Grace Antonelli had nine digs and
junior outside hitter Emma Partridge
notched three kills.

Julie Monroy notched five kills and
a dig for the 7-3 Lady Vikings. Colleen
Sweeney had 13 assists, two aces and
a kill. Emily Wilson had seven kills
and three digs. Brenda Eke had two
digs, two kills and a block.

Describing the early romp in Game
1, Wenson said, “One thing that is
real important is that before the game,
we pump each other up so we’re ready
to play. Once we went on that service
run (Wenson-4 aces) it kept the mo-
mentum going.

“After Kim’s service run, when the
ball came over, we kept hitting the
ball down,” added Brand.

Commenting on Game 2, which
turned out to be a close battle midway
through, (11-9), Deduck said, “When
we get our service passes up, we tend
to slow down.”

From there, the Raiders, who had
rolled off six straight points, built up
dominating momentum and jumped
to a 20-13 lead. The defense picked
up the momentum and slammed the
door for the win with the help of a kill

from Phelan and the finishing point
by junior Danielle Scweizer.

“We got a kill down by Aysia on a
really good set. Once that happened,
everyone got excited, we got our
passes up and get our sets in,”
Wenson said.

“It was a great game. Sometimes
we let the other teams not earn all
their points and we tend to make
mistakes. Today, they had to earn all
their points,” added Brand.

“Defensively, we have been work-
ing on block coverage. I think we are
really a fast team. Amanda White, our
libero, is always on the ball, always
making the right decisions on whether
the ball is in or out. With our speed
and ball awareness, we’re all over the
court and that helps to get points,”
Deduck said.

Lady Raiders Beat
Monroe in Soccer

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls soccer team
defeated Monroe, 2-1, in Scotch
Plains on October 3. Avika Shaw
and Sarah Canfield each netted a
goal for the Raiders and Sarah
Vanbuskirk added an assist. Paige
Della Badia and Taylor Sebolao
shared the goalkeeping responsi-
bilities.

Lady Blue Devils Rap
Somerville in Soccer
The 8-0, No. 3 Westfield High

School girls soccer team knocked
Somerville from the ranks of the un-
defeated with a 2-0 shutout in
Somerville on October 3. After a
scoreless first half, Becca Kape and
Katie Ponce rippled the net with the
help of assist from Catherine Kerr
and Robyn Knapp.

pose at hand, which is winning the
game.”

Midfielder Ryan Heine was aware
of his purpose. From a restart, Heine
drilled a left to right shot into Joe
Greenspan, who headed the ball into
the net to give the Blue Devils a 1-0
lead with two minutes remaining in
the first half.

“He’s excellent in restarts, gets
possession in the midfield, beats play-
ers when he is supposed to, moves the
ball off when he supposed to. I think
he’s the best midfielder I’ve seen all
year. He has a tremendous advantage
of having Joe (Greenspan) with him.
The two of them are forming a very
nice connection,” coach Kapner said.
“We are doing a great job on restarts.
I think, better than any team I’ve ever
had! We’ve scored off throw-in re-
starts. We scored off corner kicks.
We’ve scored off middle third re-
starts. We almost had one right out-
side the 18 (yard mark). The goal-

keeper made a phenomenal save. The
kids are running the plays effectively
and finishing.”

That great save by Red Devil goalie
Chris Zan came in the second half,
several minutes after Heine lifted a
free kick into midfielder Phillip
Mendel, who also scored on a nice
header.

“Phil has scored two games in a
row,” said coach Kapner. “How cool
is that?”

The Blue Devils out-shot the Red
Devils 12-4. Zan finished with seven
saves and Blue Devil Adam Fine,
who played the entire game at keeper,
made several wise decisions to finish
with four saves. Fine’s goalkeeping
in this game, along with Zach
Zagorsky’s and Dylan Simon’s
goalkeeping, have given the Blue
Devils their sixth shutout of the sea-
son. And the Blue Devils’ defensive
backs saw to it that their Red Devil
opponent’s shots on goal were mini-
mized.

“The goalkeeping, the depth is al-
most ridiculous. The three of them
are all exceptional goalkeepers. Adam
played a great game today. I think
putting Evan (Heroux) in at sweeper
really solidified our defense. We are
marking very well,” coach Kapner
said. “When Phil (Mendel) moved
into the midfield, he became a defen-
sive presence in the midfield. Phil
and Eric Byers, playing that purely
defensive midfielder, really secured
the midfield and allowed Ryan Heine
and Joe Greenspan to do what they do
best. And they did it very well today.”
Hunterdon Central 0 0 0
Westfield 1 1 2
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Raider Boys Shut Out
U. Catholic, Linden

The 16th ranked Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys soccer
team shutout Union Catholic, 3-0, in
Scotch Plains on October 2 then shut
out visiting Linden, 4-0, on October 5.

Matt Greaney fired in two goals
and Brendan McEvoy ripped in an-
other against the Union Catholic Vi-
kings. Greaney and Travis Cortez each
netted a goal and an assist against the
Linden Tigers. Mike DelSordi and
Brian Kahn scored the other goals for
the 8-1-1 Raiders.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST ANNUAL PLAY FOR PINK…The Blue Devil girls volleyball team was in the pink prior to the First Annual Play
for Pink event, on October 2, which raised over $7,000 for Breast Cancer.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEADY ON THE BEAM…Raider Jessica Colineri performed various handstands on
the balance beam at the Cougar Invitational gymnastics meet in Cranford on October 2.

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Westfield-West • 600 North Avenue • 908-233-0065

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

• MORTGAGE SERVICES • RELOCATION • OPEN HOUSES • COMMUNITY INFORMATION • PREVIEWS

• REAL ESTATE LIBRARY • NEW HOMES • CONCIERGE SERVICES • COMMERCIAL

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 866-835-4557

CRANFORD $525,000
Charming English Colonial. Offers
3/4BR, 3-Season porch, archways,
chestnut wdwrk, red oak flrs, wood-
brng fplc, FDR w/corner hutches.
Close to NJ transit train & bus,
schls, restaurants, parks, town pool.
MLS: 2713365.

FANWOOD $479,000
Lovely 4BR Colonial. Updt EI-Kit
w/granite ctrs, LR w/fpl, lrg Mas-
ter. Beautifully landscaped yard w/
pond.
DIR: North Ave to Westfield Rd;
corner of Montrose.
MLS: 2713091.

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,249,000
Impressive! Spacious top of the line
Kitchen w/lrg center isle opens to
family room w/fplc & leads to 2-
level Trex deck. Inground heated
pool, 1st flr Master suite w/stunning
bath, walk out basement. Possible
in Law Suite.
MLS: 2697416.

MOUNTAINSIDE $749,500
Newer CH Colonial w/large rooms,
Family room w/fplc & SGD to yard
opens to Kit, spacious Master w/wi-
closet, Fbth & office, nice sized BR,
lovely landscpd yard.
DIR: New Providence to Woodland
to Central.
MLS: 2693185.

SCOTCH PLAINS $750,000
Young Center Hall Col. Gracious
LR & FDR, Family room w/fplc
opens to large EI-Kit, lovely Mas-
ter w/full Bath, WI-Closet & Sit-
ting Rm, 1st Flr guest/au-pair suite,
impressive foyer, nice landscaping.
MLS: 2710601.

SCOTCH PLAINS $395,000
3BR/1.5BA charming Colonial.  Re-
cent updts include gorgeous new Kit,
Central Air, forced hot air & win-
dows. Refinished hardwood flooring
throughout, sunroom, covered patio.
Deep lot. Very clean. Great price.
DIR: Westfield Ave. to Mountain
Ave.
MLS: 2702546.

WESTFIELD $1,950,000
Designing & building yesteryear to-
day, Simpson’s has set a new stan-
dard of excellence with this Classic
1920’s Shingle style house with 3'
eaves & sweeping roof lines. Superb
craftsmanship, design, & architec-
tural detail.
MLS: 2709045.

WESTFIELD $1,289,000
Picturesque Colonial with an abun-
dance of charm! Beautifully reno-
vated & expanded w/top quality
craftsmanship, exceptional detail-
ing & stylish decor. Open floor plan
& filled with light.
MLS: 2716010.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

327 Westfield Rd.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

282 Central Ave.

OPEN SUNDAY: 10/11 • 1-4PM

2080 Mountain Ave.

SMASHING HOME A WINNER...Raider middle hitter Kim Wenson strikes fear in the Hilltopper front court with her four
kills. Becky Brand, No. 13, left, and Aysia Peterson, No. 14, provided the necessary punishment to defeat Summit in two games.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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GET ONE MONTH
FREE RENT!

MOVE IN NOW!
1 BR/1 BA apartments from

$1,450/month
2 BR/2 BA apartments from

$1,775/month

Sign a 12-month lease and get 
the 13th month’s rent FREE!*

Elegantly appointed apartments include full-size washer/dryer
and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

Call 908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

*On select units only.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

33698_MH4.2x5bw.indd 1 8/18/09 4:43:13 PM

D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 8, 2004: The Raider gym-
nastic team notified the rest that it
was the team to beat by capturing first
in the Cougar Invitational in Cranford.
The Raiders finished with a total of
100.4. Blue Devil sophomore Claire
Macdonald took top honors with an
all-around score of 34.675.

October 4, 2002: The 7-1-1 Blue
Devil girls soccer team and 4-2-1
Cranford battled to a 2-2 deadlock
after two overtime periods in
Westfield. Forward Susan Williams
and sophomore forward Danielle
Fried scored for the Blue Devils.

October 5, 2001: Spectacular he-
roics on the part of both teams had all
the fans on the edge of their seats
every second of the game but the
result was an emotionally draining
40-35 victory by the Raider
footballers over Linden. Kyle Adams
rumbled 136 yards on 15 carries, in-
cluding a 31-yard TD run that proved
to be the game winner. Adams had an
85-yard punt return for a TD. Addi-
tionally, he had an 87-yard kickoff
return for a TD nullified due to a
personal foul. Quarterback Brian
Schiller completed 14 of 26 for 147
yards and two TDs. Fullback Andrew
Pavoni had two TDs. Wide receiver
Steve Williams had eight receptions
for 108 yards and a TD and Josh
Finkelstein had a TD reception.

October 7, 1999: The Blue Devil
field hockey team buried the Union
Farmers on Union turf, 5-0. Senior
Tri-Captain Paige Corbett connected
on a penalty shot and assisted on two
goals as the Blue Devils elevated their
record to 7-2-1.

October 5, 1998: A question of
Union County dominance was settled
on when the Blue Devil girls tennis
team swept all five top slots at the
Union County Tennis Tournament at
Tamaques Park and repeated as cham-

pions. Twin seniors Jen and Becky
Matro repeated as winners at first and
second singles, respectively.

October 5, 1998: Jillian Koscielecki
scored three goals to lead the Raiders
to a 6-0 silencing of the Linden girls
soccer team in Scotch Plains.

WF White ‘C’ Team Sinks
Perth Amboy Grid Kids, 14-0

A 75-yard touchdown dash by
Jack Curry and a 26-yard pass
completion by J.D. Marner helped
propel the 4-0 Westfield White “C”
PAL football team to sink Perth
Amboy, 14-0, on October 4.

In the first half, White defensemen
Chris Boutsikaris, Chris Varano and
Liam Heinbokel pressured the Perth
Amboy quarterback and broke up
several pass plays. On White’s first
offensive drive, Curry sprinted for
his 75-yard touchdown and Varano
scored the extra point (PAT).
Westfield defensemen James
Bohlinger, Ben Meltzer, Hopper
Murray and Parker Hess delivered
play-ending hits to keep Perth Amboy
scoreless through the first half.

The Westfield White offense kept
control of the ball throughout most
of the third quarter with linemen of
Brendan Collum, Erik Swanson,
Heinbokel and Jack Cash providing
critical blocking for Vincent
DiFilippo and Curry who effectively
carried the ball downfield. How-
ever, it was the 26-yard pass from
Boutsikaris to Marner that put
Westfield into scoring position.
Curry carried the ball six yards for
a touchdown, while Murray scored
the PAT.

Thomas Morley, Matthew
Carminio, Patrick Sweeney and
Ryan Hinderliter played strong de-
fense in the fourth quarter and forced
Perth Amboy to turn the ball over
twice on downs. Calvin Vincente,
Jack Ciarrocca, Justin Dudzinski,
and Dylan Scott kept White’s of-

fense moving until the game clock
ran out.

The Westfield White “C” team is
led by Head Coach Mark Ciarrocca,
as well as Offensive Coach Tom
Allebaugh, Defensive Coach James
Murray and Assistant Coaches Dave
Collum and Matt Curry. The team
receives game-day assistance from
Will Collum and Ken Ciarrocca,
who serves as trainer for all five
PAL teams during home games.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 
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Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

Beverly Caldora
• Top Lister Month of September
• Westfield Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Beverly Caldora
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Beverly in, and she’ll bring results!

BREAKING UP THE PASS…Vincent DiFilippo and Chris Varano break up a
pass as the Westfield PAL “C” White team shuts down Perth Amboy, 14-0.

Westfield ‘C’ Blue Rolls Past
Richmond Boro Gridders, 7-0

NOWHERE TO RUN…A sea of Westfield “C” Blue defensive linemen put an end
to the Richmond Boro offensive drive.

The unscored upon Westfield PAL
“C” Blue football team shut out Rich-
mond Boro, 7-0, to improve to 4-0.
Westfield scored early on a 60-yard
catch-and-run by wide receiver Owen
Murray from quarterback (QB) Chris
Rinaldi. Running back Tavis Brunson
surged in for the extra point.

The Westfield defense allowed only
minimal yards gained. Defensive line-
men Justin Lin, Zack Kelley, Devin
Zrebeic, J. Mack Rembisz, Devin
Anderson and Cameron Bremer con-
tinually disrupted Richmond’s offense
in the backfield. Zrebeic had a fumble
recovery and linebackers Matt McIlory,
Jack Gorelick and Michael O’Connor
delivered hard hits by blitzing.

Westfield put the solid Richmond

Boro defensive line to the test. Fine
blocking by backs Chris Cerrachio,
Johnny Link and Alex Knepper, and
offensive linemen Jacob Kurstedt,
Lin, Bremer, Kelley, O’Connor and
Zrebeic helped Westfield threaten
several times, coming as close as the
one-yard line after a nice QB bootleg
by Rinaldi. Other strong offensive
drives saw Owen Murray handling
the bulk of the carries.

In the second half, Richmond tried
to pass but was stopped by defensive
backs Chris Hoerle, Jordan Hindes,
Rinaldi, Murray, Alex Hall and Kyle
Gabriel. The offensive/defensive
lines, assisted by Tristan Orr, Robbie
Suriano, Matt Sloane and Aidan
Sumner, stood strong.

Westfield PAL ‘B’ Defeats
Richmond Boro Kids, 21-6

HEADING FOR PAY DIRT…Westfield PAL “B” running back Jack Simcox,
No. 44, scores a touchdown after taking a handoff from Danny Mitchell, No. 17,
as Brian Johnson, No. 24, blocks.

The Westfield PAL “B” football
team’s ground and air attack was in
full force in a 21-6 victory over Rich-
mond Boro at DiTommaso Field in
Staten Island on October 4.

Westfield revved up the offense
when Theo Brunson had runs of
five and seven yards. Danny
Mitchell passed to Brian Johnson
for 23 yards. Jack Simcox had a
nine-yard run behind the blocking
of Harry Williamson, Cotter
Spurlock, Andrew Githens and Nick
Buontempo. On the next play,
Simcox took it into the end zone
from five yards out for the first
Westfield touchdown (TD). Mitchell
converted the extra point.

Simcox scored the second TD from

three yards out, following runs by
Mitchell, Buontempo and Brunson.
A 20-yard pass to Johnson moved
the ball for Westfield. Mitchell hit
Jack Bunting on a 15-yard pass in
the second half. Simcox scored the
final TD on a 61-yard gallop, fol-
lowing the terrific blocks of Andrew
Malacrae and Zach Koch. Mitchell
converted the extra point.

Westfield’s defense played well
all day. Liam Boland, Nick Cannone,
Kyle Burns and Jack Lee made im-
pressive tackles. Jack Colleran, Matt
Catanzaro and Andrew Marino made
tackles for a loss in the Richmond
Boro backfield. Jake Maher, Michael
Dabulas and Brunson made aggres-
sive tackles in the second half.
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We’ll mail 7,000 copies of your article for 2¢ apiece

www.goleader.com/express

The Westfield Leader and The Times

44¢

The First Name in Fine Properties 

431 Springfield Avenue • Summit, NJ 07901 (908)277-1398 

www.LoisSchneiderRealtor.com

BERNARDSVILLE. $335,000. Potential abounds in this 
lovely Colonial set on 1/3+ acre on a quaint residential street 
near downtown. Features solid construction, hardwood 
floors, easy floor plan, convenient first-floor bedrooms, 
screened porch overlooking park-like grounds. 2 bedrooms, 
1 bath. Web#1343 

PURSUING THE QUARTERBACK…Westfield PAL “A” defensemen, pic-
tured, left to right, Joe Scaglione, Dylan Elliot, Chris Sweeney and Collin Studwell
chase the Richmond Boro quarterback well behind the line of scrimmage.

WF PAL ‘A’ Grid Kids Fall
To Richmond Boro, 13-8

Richmond Boro hosted and de-
feated the 3-1 Westfield PAL “A”
football team, 13-8, on October 4.
Westfield will host Irvington this
Sunday, October 11, at 1:15 p.m. in
Kehler Stadium.

Early on, Westfield had to punt
twice from deep in Richmond
Boro’s territory. Richmond Boro
then scored a touchdown on a one-
yard run and passed for an extra
point to end the first quarter.
Westfield recovered a fumble early
in the second quarter, to get posses-
sion on its own 30-yard line. Chris
Hogge got solid pass protection
behind Chris Sweeney, JD Kelly,
Jack Kessler, Dylan Elliot and Chip
Mulrooney and connected with
Chris McGlynn with a pass for a 70-
yard touchdown. Westfield’s extra
points kick was good for two points.

Defensemen David Kane, Holden
Ehrhart and Calvin Robertshaw

broke up several pass plays to halt
Richmond’s progress. Westfield an-
swered with a few first downs with
passes to Michael Hughes and Jacob
Boyle and runs by Ian Hutchinson
and Thomas Anderson to get the ball
back past midfield but the half ended.

In the second half, defensemen
Chris Callahan, Elliot and Collin
Studwell forced Richmond Boro to
punt. A fake punt was stuffed, so
Westfield got possession at its 37-
yard line. A bungled punt gave Rich-
mond Boro the ball on Westfield’s
26-yard line. Sweeney, Joe Scaglione
and Chris Wright prevented a score,
but the Westfield offense sputtered
on its 23-yard line. Westfield’s
Anderson intercepted on the one-
yard line but the offense gained only
three yards and had to punt. The punt
was blocked and Richmond recov-
ered in the end zone for a touchdown.
The extra point failed.

WF PAL ‘D’ Team Stops
Richmond Boro, 19-0

The Westfield PAL “D” football
team defeated Richmond Boro, 19-
0, on October 4 in Staten Island.
Halfway through their season, the
fifth graders are undefeated and un-
scored upon. The Blue Devils scored
once in the first half and twice in the
second half to put away the Staten
Island squad.

On the opening drive of the game,
Richmond drove 60 yards to the
Westfield five-yard line. The Devils
“D” stiffened with some terrific run-
stuffing tackling from Max Schwetje,
Victor Cruz, Danny Audino and Cam
Scalera, forcing Richmond to relin-
quish the ball on downs.

Starting on its seven-yard line, the

Westfield offense went to work and
produced a beautiful 93-yard scoring
drive, highlighted by a sensational
57-yard pass from Philip Martini to
Kyle Dombrowski.

In the second half, Westfield then
played flawlessly. The defense did
not allow Richmond past midfield
and forced many three-and-outs in
providing the offense with good field
position. Nick Mahar, Jack Hall, Mike
Ukrainski and Jack Meiselman put in
solid performances.

The offense responded with a well-
executed combination of running
from Brendan Glenn, Matt Varano,
Jack Neiswenter and Kevin Brennan
and the passing of Martini to
Dombrowski and Ian Humphrey. The
well-balanced attack resulted in two
more touchdowns.

FROM TEAMMATES TO RIVALS…Former teammates at Westfield High
School, John Dugan, left, who plays football for Lycoming College, and Eric
Moran, playing for Susquehanna University, met up on the field on September 20.

GRID KIDS FROM MOUNTAINSIDE…Several Mountainside boys play for the
Berkeley Heights PAL football “A” team. Pictured, left to right, are: front row,
Brian Stearns, Nick Fenn, Jeff McMahon and R.J. Greeley; back row, Connor
Lawrence, Tom Young, Kole Schleimer, Emmanuel Barfield, Mike Matarredona,
Anthony Amatucci and Alex Fresolone.

GOAL LINE STANCE…The Westfield PAL “D” football defensive line digs in
for a goal line stance against Richmond Boro.

We’ll Help Your Business

Get Back On Track

sales@goleader.com
(908) 232-4407

The Westfield Leader

www.goleader.com

Jackie Law Named
Goalie of Week

GLENSIDE, PA – Arcadia
University first year keeper Jackie
Law of Scotch Plains was named
Commonwealth Goalie of the Week
for the week ending September 30 for
helping the Knights to a 2-0 week by
posting two shutouts, a 4-0 defeat of
Delaware Valley and a 2-0 victory
against Commonwealth opponent
Lebanon Valley in the league opener.

Law last allowed a goal in a 2-1 win
over Ramapo on September 9. Her
record has improved to 8-0-3 with
seven solo shutouts behind a save
percentage of .967. She has started all
11 contests and has allowed just two
goals on the season. Jackie Law

A–1  PAINTING &
POWERWASHING
Specializing in Refinishing Aluminum Siding

Victorian Homes – Interior  & Exterior
Masonry, Decks, Houses

Wallpaper Removal
Discount for Senior Citizens

908-233-1078
Ask for Steve

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Handy manny
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, SECOND GENERATION CARPENTERS

Custom Additions & Renovations
Add-A-Levels & Dormers
All General Repairs

Custom Carpentry & Painting
Garages & Decks
Kitchens & Bathrooms

908-868-2844
    Fully Insured – References – NJ Lic.# 13VHOO225300

aLL WORK GUaRanTEEd – FREE ESTImaTES

Finish Basements & French Drain Systems

 Lic# 13VH03942000 • Free Designs & Consultation

Kelly Carpentry llC
COMPLETE INTERIOR RENOVATIONS

** Best Rates In Town **

908-209-0104 • brogankelly@comcast.net

Kitchens & Baths – New & Restored

Custom Built-ins, Trim, Flooring

Finished Basements & Repairs

5 Year Labor Guarantee On All Trades

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

CLASSIC
CONSTRUCTION

Expert Craftsmanship

908 233 6161
WESTFIELD, NJ

Call Ian for a free estimate
www.classicconstructionservice.com
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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
WALCH GETS FOURTH ALL-AROUND, THIRD IN VAULT

Blue Devils Shatter Records
At Cougar Gymnastic Invt’l

PACE NETS 2 GOALS, ASST.; KASKIW 1 GOAL, 2 ASSTS.

Cougar Soccer Boys Ransack
Rumson-Fair Haven Boys, 5-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excellent footwork, solid defense,
precision setup plays and no wasted
shots on goal added up to a 5-0 vic-
tory by the 9-0, 13th-ranked Cranford
High School boys soccer team over a
good, 5-3 Rumson-Fair Haven team
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 1.

Everything did click, beginning
with the footwork that set the visiting
Bulldogs back on their hindquarters.
A glaring example came from George
El-Khoury, who skid the ball between
a defender’s legs, then looped around
him to regain control of the ball.
Sweeper Pat Kaskiw and Eric Walano
saw to it that the defense was indeed

solid, so that senior Scott Boyer, an
All-State Third Team goalkeeper,
needed only to make a few decisions
in the game.

“That’s because of our defense in
front of him. Scott comes up big
when he has to come up big. When he
needs to be on his game, he is. When
he had to come out and get some
balls, they were making some decent
runs on some through balls, he came
out. His timing was good. He’s just,
in my opinion, the best keeper in the
county,” Cougar Head Coach Mike
Curci said.

“That seems to happen a lot lately,
why he doesn’t get shots on him, but
he makes big saves. He came up with
a big save against Union Catholic.
Our defense is really good. I think
half the reason is that our defense is

so strong too. That helps a lot,” added
senior forward Pat Hartnett.

But the crosses and passing to set
up dangerous shots on goal were also
right on the money. The Cougars out-
shot the Bulldogs, 13-2, and goalie
Trevor James was forced to make
eight meaningful saves. The first ex-
ample of a sweet setup came with the
Cougars’ first goal when Kaskiw
drilled a free kick from midfield into
the box where Connor DeMars headed
it in the 11th minute.

“We have been working on creat-
ing and trying to make sure we are
making the right run. Like I have
always told the boys, you are going to
very limited good golden opportuni-
ties. You have to finish. Our first goal,
we had three guys converging on that

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil seniors Lacy Cummings
and Jenna Rodrigues knew their team
was favored to win the Cougar Invita-
tional gymnastics meet held in
Cranford on October 2. The Westfield
High School girls have won the title
the past three years, setting a meet
team total record each time, last year
being a lofty 108.275

“So far, our highest has been a
107.975 and that wasn’t even with all
our best scorers. We have so much
potential this year. Hopefully here,
we are going to show how much po-
tential we have,” Cummings said.

“I foresee us breaking our record of
last year”, said the clairvoyant Blue
Devil Head Coach Melissa Bryan.
“Throughout the season, we have been
close to hitting that record so far and
I haven’t had my starters in. My girls

are looking really solid in warm-ups,
controlled, confident. I perceive a
successful meet.”

Successful indeed! The Blue Dev-
ils not only topped the meet record,
they shattered it with a 111.2, the
highest team total in the state to date
(October 2). Cummings edged
Rodrigues for the all-around title with
respective totals of 37.375 to 37.325.

But the meet, which consisted of
11 teams, had several additional teams
vying for the title. The hosting
Cranford Cougars, who had won the
team title in 2002 and 2003, finished
second with a very strong total of
105.725.

During warm-ups prior to the meet,
Cougar Head Coach Michele Charney
Hulse said, “We are continuing to
progress. We are adding more diffi-
culty. Right now, we have a couple of
injuries but we are trying to manage

as best we can. Overall, the girls are
doing better. They are exactly where
they should be at this time of the
year.”

Cougar sophomore Mary Kate
Walch was expected to add a back,
one-and-a-half somersault to her floor
exercise routine and a pike Tsukahara
on the vault.

“Tonight, she is adding more diffi-
culty in her tumbling. She is a consis-
tent, all-around performer,” coach
Charney Hulse said.

Walch placed fourth in the all-
around with a total of 36.2, just be-
hind A.L. Johnson’s Brie Ferdinandi
at 36.375. She also tied for third with
Linden’s Kelsey Maloney in the vault
with a score of 9.225. She also took
fourth on the floor with a 9.2, fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.625 and fifth on
the balance beam at 9.15, followed by
teammate Danielle McAuliffe at
9.075.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood presented
a strong team and finished fourth
with a total of 102.875 behind A.L.

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!

Probitas Verus Honos

COMEDY
NIGHT

The Stand-up Comedy of

Jeff Norris

Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick

and television star & comedian

Monday, October 12, 2009
6:00 – 9:00 pm

Tickets: $150.00                 Adults Only
BUFFET DINNER  /  CASH BAR

For more information call: Mary Liebau
908-322-7000 ext. 17

Crossroads
78 North Avenue

Garwood, NJ

Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, Dan Connolly, Treasurer • 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield, NJ 07090

Cougars Get Top Seed
In UCT Boys Soccer
The No. 13 Cranford High School

boys soccer team received the top
seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament, which will
begin on October 10. No. 14
Westfield and No. 16 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood received the second and
third seeds, respectively. Union
received the fourth seed. The
quarterfinals are scheduled for Sat-
urday, October 17, the semifinals
are scheduled for Friday, October
23, and the championship is sched-
uled for Saturday, October 31, at 7
p.m. in Clark

PRELIMINARY ROUND:
1. Cranford hosts Roselle Catholic/
Union Catholic winner
9. Summit at 8. Elizabeth
12. Rahway at 5. Governor Livingston
13. Oratory at 4. Union
14. Dayton at 3. SPF
11. Plainfield at 6. New Providence
10. Linden at 7. Johnson
15. Brearley at 2. Westfield

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOTALLY IN CONTROL OF THE MIDDLE…Cougar center midfielder Ray El-Khoury, No. 14, out-muscled and
outmaneuvered defenders to keep the ball in Bulldog territory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE “GIANT” SWING…Cougar sophomore Mary Kate Walch performs giant
swings on the uneven bars. Walch placed fourth all-around with a total of 36.2.
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Blue Devils Shatter Records at Cougar Invt’l
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar Soccer Boys Ransack Rumson Boys, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ball in the middle and DeMars stepped
in front of the keeper and tipped it
over his head. We have scored a lot of
goals on set pieces. It’s not something
that has been our strongest point in
the past, but we’ve worked hard at it
and it’s paying off,” coach Curci said.

“I figured DeMars would make the
run. There was a gap between the 18-
yard line and the keeper, so I figured
if I put it right on the stick, DeMars
would run up and head it in. Connor’s
probably got one of the best headers
I’ve ever seen,” Kaskiw explained

The flow of excellence paid off
again 11 minutes later after Ryan
Lopes made a great throw-in and
midfielder Nick Pace charged the re-
bound on the right side and tapped it
in. With four minutes left in the half,
Kaskiw lifted a shot into Pace, who
noticed the Bulldog goalie charging
toward him. Pace quickly used his
head to nudge the ball into the net.

“The first goal, I was just standing
wide where the coach told me to play.
Then the ball kicked wide. It was
right on my foot and I just put it in.
The second goal, Kaskiw sent it deep
over the top. The goalie came out and
I realized that the only way of scoring
was heading it in,” Pace described.

Four minutes into the second half,
Alex Rocha got the ball in to Pace,
coming down the right side. Pace
scooted a low ball to his left where
Hartnett drilled a point-blank shot
into the net.

“It was from Rocha. He (Pace)
played it out wide, crossed to me and
I just knocked it in. (As a team) we
were keeping our shots low,” Hartnett
said.

Kaskiw got his opportunity to score
when he zinged a shot into the net
with 10 minutes left in the game.

“I like having goals but my job is a

sweeper. I am a defender. There was
a gap in the midfield. I figured if the
ball was going to come out as a re-
bound, I would be right open to shoot
it. I tried to keep it low, put it in the
corner,” he explained.

Throughout the game, center
midfielder Ray El-Khoury out-
muscled and outmaneuvered defend-
ers to keep the ball in Bulldog terri-
tory.

“Ray just dominated out there to-
day and he worked extremely well

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO FIND SOME OPEN GROUND…Cougar running back J.P. Christiano, No. 36, looks for a stretch of open field
late in the second quarter against the Rahway Indians. Defensive back Sean Trotter blocked a point after touchdown attempt
but the hosting Indians scored 19 points in the first half and duplicated it in the second half to win, 38-7, on October 3.

Johnson at 104.225.
“We just had a fantastic meet against

South Brunswick. We beat last year’s
season-high, which was 104.95. We
beat it by a whole point (105.95). We
had a freshman, who was injured, so
we have been working through that.
She (Melissa Gara) was back last

Tuesday. We are working really hard,
trying to stick our beam routines and
be as clean as we can, and increasing
our scores as much as we can,” Raider
Head Coach Lisa Cerchio said.

Raiders Lindsay Robinson and Alex
Peluso were expected to perform a
very difficult Tsukahara (handspring,
full twisting back flip) on the vault.

Although not placing in the top-six in
the vault, Robinson placed fourth on
the unevens with an 8.775 and Peluso
placed fifth on the floor with a 9.15.

Prior to the meet, Rodrigues, the
all-around champion the past three
years, said, “I’m doing some new
tricks, but mostly the same routines,

just trying to clean them up from the
past few years. I have been training a
lot recently. I feel good today and I
think our whole team looks really
good. It will be a fun meet. I want my
last year to be a lot of fun.”

Rodrigues’ uneven bar routine,
which consisted of a shoot over from
the high bar, release to the low bar

with some hand stands and a double-
tuck dismount, earned her first in the
event with a 9.45. Cummings was
second at 9.25.

Cummings, the 2007 state cham-
pion in the vault, was expecting to
perform a front handspring, front tuck
maneuver in the vault.

“They are a lot better than they
have been in the past month, which is
a very good sign. Hopefully, I can be
successful in that event tonight.

Cummings won the event with a
9.55 and Rodrigues placed second at
9.3. Blue Devil Kelly Bohlinger
placed sixth at 9.075. Cumming also
grabbed top honors on the beam with
a 9.5, followed by freshman team-
mate Lindsay Ripperger at 9.45 and
Rodrigues tied with ALJ’s Ferdinandi
at 9.3. Bohlinger won the floor exer-
cises with a 9.325, followed by
Rodrigues at 9.275 and Ripperger at
9.225. Cummings took sixth with a
9.075.

“Each year, my girls add more dif-
ficulty, especially on the spring floor,
Jenna Rodrigues and Lindsay
Ripperger are throwing double fulls
(somersaults), landing them and look-
ing pretty,” coach Bryan said.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Westfield (W) 111.2, 2. Cranford (C)

105.725, 3. Johnson (J) 104.225, 4.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (S) 102.875, 5.
Watchung Hills (WH) 97.425, 6. North
Brunswick (NB) 91.75, 7. Columbia (Co)
90.55, 8. Union (U) 87.95, 9. Union Catho-
lic (UC) 83.55, 10. Dayton (D) 49.55, 11.
Linden (L) 35.225

VAULT:
1. Cummings (W) 9.55, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.3, 3. Walch (C) and Maloney (L)
9.225, 5. Ferdinandi (J) 9.1, 6. Bohlinger
(W) 9.075

UNEVEN BARS:
1.Rodrigues (W) 9.45, 2. Cummings

(W) 9.25, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 9.0, 4.
Robinson (S) 8.775, 5. Walch (C) 8.625,
6. Dianca Briscese (J) 8.6

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Cummings (W) 9.5, 2. Ripperger

(W) 9.45, 3. Rodrigues (W), Ferdinandi
(J) 9.3, Walch (C) 9.15, 6. McAuliffe (C)
9.075

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Bohlinger (W) 9.325, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 9.275, 3. Ripperger (W) 9.225, 4.
Walch (C) 9.2, 5. Peluso (S) 9.15, 6.
Cummings (W) 9.075

ALL-AROUND:
1. Cummings (W) 37.375, 2. Rodrigues

(W) 37.325, 3. Ferdinandi (J) 36.375, 4.
Walch (C) 36.2, 5. Briscese (J) 35.3, 6.
Maloney (L) 35.225

with Connor DeMars. I thought right
up the middle we were terrific,” coach
Curci said. “I’m so proud of these
boys because they continue to work
hard, continue to work at their game.
In practice, when we do our keep
away drills, they work hard and they
want to get better at it, and it transfers
onto the field. We played a good team
today. We came out and played prob-
ably our best soccer of the season.”
Rumson-FH 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

Cougar Invit’l Gymnastics
Cranford/Rumson Soccer

Cranford/Rahway Football
Click – “Photo Library” on Right

Click – “Photos” on Left
Scroll down to correct Date

Cougars Get 5th Seed
In UCT Girls Soccer
The No. 3 Westfield High School

girls soccer team received the top
seed for the upcoming Union
County Tournament and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood received the sec-
ond seed. New Providence received
the third seed, Union received the
fourth seed and the Cranford Cou-
gars received the fifth seed.

The Preliminary round is sched-
uled for Saturday, October 10, and
the quarterfinals are scheduled for
Saturday, October 17, at the home
of the higher seed. The semifinals
are scheduled for Sunday, October
25, and the finals are scheduled for
Saturday, October 31, in Clark.
1. Westfield plays winner of 16.
Roselle Park/17. Elizabeth
9. Governor Livingston at 8. Oak Knoll
12. Kent Place at 5. Cranford
13. Rahway at 4. Union
14. Linden at 3. New Providence
11. Union Catholic at 6. Summit
10. Brearley at 7. Johnson
15. Roselle Catholic.18. Plainfield win-
ner at 2. Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Cougar V’ballers Top
Summit, Rahway

The Cranford Cougars Crush girls
volleyball team defeated Union City,
25-9, 25-13, on October 5. Meghan
Bartsch had 12 assists, five aces, four
kills and one block. Alex Bizub had
eight service points, four kills and a
block. Kaitlyn Irwin had 12 assists,
four kills, three digs and a block.
Katie Knorr had four kills and two
blocks.

Cougars Top Canucks
In Girls Tennis, 5-0

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team shutout North Plainfield,
5-0, on October 1.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Marissa
Sarfati, 6-2, 6-2
Second singles: Liz Berry d Leslie
Monroy, 6-2, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Jackie Ramirez, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Elizabeth Lombardo and
Gabriel Zapata, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Myra Cema and AnnaMaria
Koutsana, 6-0, 6-0

Lady Cougars Blank
Linden in Tennis

The Cranford Cougar girls added
another shutout to their list with a 5-
0 victory over Linden on October 2.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Naomi
Hatulan, 6-0, 6-0
Second singles: Liz Berry d Viviana
Montenez, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Alessandra Bolanos, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Maria Vasquez and
Jacinda DosSantos, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Natasha Rodrigues and
Glisban Rojas, 6-0, 6-0

Cougars Top Rahway
In Tennis Sectionals

The Cranford High School girls
tennis team shutout Rahway, 5-0, in
the first round of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Tournament on
October 5.
First singles: Maggie Brown d Emmy
Victor, 6-2, 7-5
Second singles: Liz Berry d Nirali
Sampat, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Marianne Dzunova d
Paloma Ferreyra, 6-1, 6-0
First doubles: Kristy Daubert and
Rachel Halek d Emily Tavarez and Jen-
nifer Matos, 6-1, 6-0
Second doubles: Lori Joseph and Tay-
lor Rattray d Zaniah Brown and Pauline
Victor, 6-3, 6-0

The loan you want,
the service you deserve.

774 Central Avenue Westfield, NJ 07090
Phone: (908) 518-0800  Toll-Free: (866) 518-0800

web: www.westfieldmortgage.com
email: loans@westfieldmortgage.com

Licensed by the New Jersey Department of Banking and Insurance

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

Cougar Snacks:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY STEADY ON THE BEAM…Raider Jessica Colineri performed various
handstands on the balance beam.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Senior Sarah Dowzycki, the leading scorer on the
Cougar girls soccer team, scored five goals in the past four games last week.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING THEMSELVES AT THE INVITATIONAL…Several Cougar girls mix with several Blue Devil gymnasts prior
to the start of the Cougar Invitational gymnastics meet. The Westfield girls placed first with a meet record 111.2 and the
Cougar girls finished second with a 105.725.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Cougar V’ballers Rap
Johnson Crusaders

The Cranford High School girls
volleyball team trounced the visiting
A. L. Johnson Crusaders, 26-7, 25-
18, on October 1. Meghan Bartsch
notched four kills, seven aces, five
service points with two aces and one
block. Alex Bizub hammered eight
kills and had five service points with
two aces. Sarah Barry had eight ser-
vice points with five aces and had
seven assists. Kaitlyn Irwin had seven
service points with two aces and four
digs. Katie Knorr had four kills and
one service point. Kristin Rupp had
three service points and three kills.

Cougar V’ballers Stop
Summit, Rahway

On October 3,  at the HTC tourn
in Rahway, the Cranford Cougars
Crush girls volleyball team made it
to the quarterfinals with wins over
Summit- 25-16, 25-16, and Rahway,
25-16, 25-15. A face-off with
Pascack Hills led to a second place
pool finish.

Kaitlyn Irwin was voted the
Cranford All-Tournament player.
She finished the day with two kills,
seven assists, 11 service points and
19 digs.
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For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  
by NRT Incorporated. 
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Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference 
to the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to 
change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not 
made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to 
the offering plan which will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. 
Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the 
prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change without notice.

BROKERS
WELCOME

The Savannah is  
now our home... 

35 Luxury Condominium Residences  
For Those 55-plus in the Heart of Downtown Westfield

By Appointment Only  Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker  Office: (908) 233-5900 
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

w w w . T h e S a v a n n a h W e s t f i e l d . c o m

Residents at the Savannah enjoy concierge service, secured entry,   
an elegant lobby, a community room with a prep kitchen for catered parties,  

elevators to each f loor and two underground parking spaces per unit.

The Savannah has CLOSED ON 5 MORE HOMES and  
SIGNED 7 MORE CONTRACTS since the end of May!

Open House! Sunday, October 11th, 1pm-4pm 
111 Prospect Street, Westfield, NJ

The Savannah...distinctive five-story, European-inspired building  
just steps from Westfield’s famed downtown...  

WESTFIELD, JANUARY 15TH, 2009.  Dear James, Now that Ed and I are fully moved in, 

we want to take a moment to let you know how happy we are with our new condominium 

at the Savannah. Living in Florida and buying a home in New Jersey was not an easy 

task, but the fact that either you or staff was available to us 24/7 to answer any ques-

tions or concerns we had, made this purchase smooth and pleasurable. We had complete 

trust in the input and suggestions your staff made. The quality at the Savannah made 

the need for upgrades totally unnecessary and the location is absolutely great, twenty 

minutes to the airport and ten minutes to our grandchildren, what more could we ask 

for. We thank all of you every time we open our front door. Our only complaint is that 

we can’t spend more time there then we currently do. 

Regards, Susan and Ed Casale

CLASSIFIEDS

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
#1 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ BUYER CONTROLLED SALES 2007 & 2008

#2 REALTOR COLDWELL BANKER’S WESTFIELD OFFICE ~ OVERALL PRODUCTION 2007 & 2008 
 NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2007 & 2008

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line 
Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 
www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090   

© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
 An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.  

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE EVENTTHIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

164 LANDSDOWNE AVENUE , WESTFIELD

This impeccably maintained and updated Colonial home exudes charm in its spacious rooms and 
quiet neighborhood close to downtown shopping, top rated schools and NYC transportation.  This 
fine home boasts a formal Dining & Living Room w/fireplace, 1st floor Family Room, updated eat-in 
Kitchen, Mudroom, rear patio, hardwood floors, central air and finished Recreation Room.
                                                                      Offered for $649,000

AUTO FOR SALE

1995 Toyota Camry XLE
Auto, all options,103K mi,

original owner, $1,900.
Call (908) 251-1758

ANTIQUE BABY BUGGY

For Sale - 36”Lx15”Wx34”H,
Wood/Leather/Metal construction
All Original, Exc. Condition. In-
cludes Porcelain Doll! Perfect for
Display! $125.Call (908) 654-6091

FRENCH & ITALIAN TUTOR

Grades 3-12,
reasonable rates, and over

15 yrs of tutoring experience.
Call (347) 615-8299

for more info.

APT FOR RENT

Mountainside
Newly renovated 2 BR, 1B, $1,700.
1-car garage, DR, LR, W/D, off-
street parking, many upgrades.
Granite countertops, SS apps.
Call Frank at (908) 230-4285

GARAGE SALE

Sat. Oct. 10, 9-3
33 Moss Ave (Off Summit Ave)
Westfield, Raindate Oct. 17
Furniture, Bikes, Video Games,
Beanie Babies, Bedding, Sporting
Equip, Clothing and More!

CHARITY YARD SALE

Proceeds go to Save the Children
Sat. Oct. 10, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

600 Springfield Avenue
Westfield, N.J.

Antiques, clothes, knickknacks.
Let’s shop for a good cause.

There is something for everyone
and the prices are out of this world.

HOUSEKEEPER

Seeking highly organized and
reliable person for cleaning, laundry,
ironing and occasional child-care.

15-20 hrs/wk. $10-12/hr.
Call Lara @ (908) 518-1557

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

HOUSE CLEANING AVAILABLE!

I am a skilled woman, trustworthy,
honest, reliable house cleaner,
very hard working and detail ori-
ented. Take pleasure in what I like
to do. Five years exp.,good prices.
(973) 583-8997 or (973) 878-2181

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in /-out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

03 Mitsubishi Lancer OZ Rally
Lightning Yellow, 31 mpg

Excellent Condition
Only 45K miles - Asking $9,500

Call Ben at (908) 244-7800

AUTO FOR SALE

HOUSE FOR SALE

Heather Glen - single family home
community 55 yrs + in Scotch
Plains. Largest model - 4 bdrms,
2 1/2 baths, finished basement.
Major upgrades, with bluestone
patio on a private lot. Clubhouse
and pool.  $790k

(908) 228-2772

FOR SALE

Lots(2) of eight graves each origi-
nally purchased in 1913. Lots on a
hill in desirable older section.

Call Fairview Cemetery
Westfield

(908) 232-0781

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham, Watchung
seeks clerks, phone,

food prep and delivery people.
Must have license and car.

Call (908) 755-2200

MEDICAL MASSAGE

Westfield - After you have tried
everything for your lower back
pain (especially Sciatica Pain) but
still have pain, come see me.
Please call Jason Wang for an
appointment at 37 Elm St.

(908) 233-7790 or
cell (908) 487-8375

REAL ESTATE: HELP WANTED
Thinking of making a change?
Prudential NJ Properties is now
interviewing for full time real
estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie
(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

CLEANING SERVICES

If you don’t have time to clean,
I’ll do it for you!

Good references, reliable.
7 yrs of experience

Call me: Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093

HELP WANTED

Constituent Services
Office Manager

Full-time position available in busy
legislative office for an individual
with strong interpersonal skills and
desire to interface with the public,
problem solving capabilities, office
administration experience and
computer proficiency.

Please mail resumes to:
Legislative Office

425 North Avenue East
Westfield, NJ 07090

CAREGIVER FOR ELDERLY

Looking for a part-time caregiver
for elderly parents. Must have valid
NJ Driver’s License. Some
flexibility on days/times. $10/hr.

Call (908)581-2803.

FIREWOOD

Seasoned oak
split perfectly for burning
$250 cord plus delivery

(732) 543-9421

ANA HOUSE CLEANING

I can clean your house,
apartment or office

weekly, bi-weekly or monthy.
Free estimates. References.

Contact Ana at (973) 573-7970
Thank you for calling!

Nominations Sought
For Women in Excellence

ELIZABETH – Nominations are
now being accepted for the 18th an-
nual Women of Excellence awards
program sponsored by the Union
County Commission on the Status of
Women and the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

The Commission is looking for
outstanding nominees who live or
work in Union County and have dis-
tinguished themselves in one or more
of the following categories: arts and
humanities, business, entrepreneur-
ship, community service, education,
government, law, law enforcement,
medicine, health care, volunteerism,
women’s advocacy, distinguished
young leader (at least 21 years of
age), and lifetime achievement.

The Women of Excellence who are
selected from the pool of nominees
will be honored at a celebratory din-
ner to be held at The Westwood in
Garwood on Friday, March 26, 2010.

To obtain a Women of Excellence
Award Nomination Form, call
Madeline Brigantino at (908) 527-
4144 or go ucnj.org to download the
form. The completed form should be
mailed to Jane O’Hara, 708 Newark
Avenue, Westfield 07090.

Nominations must be postmarked
by December 1, 2009.

Temple Sholom Posts
Wine Tasting Event

FANWOOD – Temple Sholom of
Fanwood/Scotch Plains will hold its
fourth annual wine tasting event on
Saturday, October 17, at 7:30 p.m. in
the chapel. This year’s event will fo-
cus on value wines – those priced
under $25.

Temple Sholom member Jay
Brumfield and a wine expert will lead
the program. The evening will fea-
ture a variety of red and white wines
with matching small plates, plus des-
sert. The cost is $36 per person. Tick-
ets will be available until Friday,
October 16. Proceeds will benefit
temple operations, activities and com-
munity service programs.

Temple Sholom is located at the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues. Attendees should enter at the
door on Marian Avenue marked
Temple Sholom. Interested persons
may call (908) 889-4900 or e-mail
sholom@sholomnj.org.

Senior Laird Investigates
Potato Famine Pathogen

WESTFIELD – Lafayette College
senior Emma Laird of Westfield re-
cently contributed research to a study
that appeared in the scientific jour-
nal Nature. The Westfield native, a
neuroscience major, worked with
Lafayette College professor of biol-
ogy Manuel Ospina-Giraldo.

The study focuses on the pathogen
that triggered the Irish potato famine
in the mid-19th century and now
threatens this season’s tomato and
potato crops across much of the
United States.

Emma and Mr. Ospina-Giraldo

worked with a group of 11 other
Lafayette College students as a part
of a large international research team
that has decoded the genome of
Phytophthora infestans, the organ-
ism that infects potatoes with the
“late blight” disease.

The study reveals that the organ-
ism boasts an unusually large ge-
nome size – more than twice that of
closely related species – and an ex-
traordinary genome structure, which
together appear to enable the rapid
evolution of genes, particularly those
involved in plant infection.

These data expose an unusual
mechanism that enables the patho-
gen to outsmart its plant hosts and
may help researchers unlock new
ways to control this enduring and
highly destructive pathogen.

Emma is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School.

More Community News

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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SHARING HIS STORY…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club program direc-
tor Richard Dobyns, left, expresses thanks and presents a plaque to Malcomb
Nettingham of Scotch Plains, a former Tuskegee Airman in World War II. The
Tuskegee Airmen are today considered pioneers in the integration of the United
States’ armed forces.

Mr. Nettingham Recalls
Role as Tuskegee Airman

SCOTCH PLAINS – Longtime
Scotch Plains resident and World War
II veteran Malcomb Nettingham
spoke to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club on September 9 about
his historic participation in the United
States military’s first integrated train-
ing program.

A 1936 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School graduate, he later be-
came one of the “Tuskegee Airmen,”
an all-black unit that broke the color
barrier in 1946.

The Tuskegee Airmen, famous for
their role as fighter pilots escorting
American bombers raiding Europe, also
included a bomber group consisting of
African-American air corpsmen.

It was during training as a radio
operator to serve on B-25 bombers
that Mr. Nettingham participated in a
pioneering effort by the U.S. military
to make training more efficient by the
simple expedient of eliminating sepa-
rate classes for white and black train-
ees. It was the first integrated training
program ever in the American armed
forces.

“There were five of us African-
Americans, along with 20 white fly-
ers, and all together we passed a pro-
ductive, peaceable 26 weeks until we

completed our radio training,” Mr.
Nettingham, now 90, told the
Rotarians. The integrated training pro-
gram went unannounced at the time
and even today remains largely un-
known to Americans.

The Tuskegee Airmen established
the capabilities of a non-white group
typically denied opportunities in
American society. However, the
American military remained segre-
gated by race until 1948, three years
after the Tuskegee fighter pilots
achieved heroism on behalf of the
Allied cause in the latter days of
World War II. President Harry Truman
then issued a historic order desegre-
gating the armed forces.

Mr. Nettingham’s weeks of train-
ing with the integrated group of
radiomen had taken place in 1945,
and by the time training ended, it was
too late for the Tuskegee bomber
group to ship out for action overseas.
Nevertheless, he and his radiomen
peers entered history by foreshadow-
ing today’s integrated military.

Mr. Nettingham went on to a career
in industrial electronics. Now retired,
he has spoken to various area organi-
zations about his wartime experi-
ences.

Emerald Society Plans
Pub Night Celebration
AREA – The Union County Emer-

ald Society will celebrate its 28th
anniversary with its annual Pub Night
on Saturday, October 24, starting at 8
p.m. It will take place at the
Kenilworth Veterans Center, located
at 33 South 21st Street in Kenilworth.

The fraternal organization of law
enforcement officers and firefighters
of Irish descent will honor William
Laverty as Irishman of the Year and
Bella Nugent Laughlin as Irishwoman
of the Year.

The Bobby Byrne Show with Charlie
Warwick will provide Irish entertain-
ment. Tickets cost $25 and will in-
clude beer, wine, soda and snacks.

The Union County Emerald Soci-
ety strives to celebrate Irish heritage
and culture, while also supporting
such causes as Project Children, the
Union County Baseball League and
Hurricane Katrina relief.

For tickets and more information,
call Lester Sargent at (908) 272-8977,
Jack Geoghegan at (908) 245-2471 or
Jack Casey at (732) 382-5982. Tickets
also will be available at the door.

Classes to Commence
In Moving Meditation
WESTFIELD – Moving Medita-

tion classes will take place at the First
Congregational Church on Tuesday
evenings, October 13 and 20, from
6:30 to 7:15 p.m. Classes will be held
in Room 21 on the second floor of the
McCorison Christian Education
Building, located at 125 Elmer Street
in Westfield. These classes are de-
signed for beginners and open to ev-
eryone.

Moving Meditation is a simple,
gentle, graceful movement based on
ancient Asian Qigong wellness sys-
tems. It is designed to reduce stress
and enhance flexibility. The practice
is performed standing up, and ordi-
nary street clothing is appropriate.

Laura Berzofsky, a certified Inte-
gral Tai Chi and Qigong instructor,
will lead the group practice. The
church’s Board of Christian Educa-
tion will sponsor this program. Free-
will offerings will be accepted to ben-
efit the church’s outreach programs.
October donations will benefit the
Waysharers, a faith-based outreach
program for adults with developmen-
tal disabilities. For additional infor-
mation or to register, call Ms.
Berzofsky at (908) 232-0169. Drop-
in students also will be welcome.

Coat Drive Underway
To Benefit the Needy
WESTFIELD – The Community Ser-

vice Committee of the Greater Union
County Association of Realtors
(GUCAR) is conducting its 16th an-
nual coat drive through Thursday, Oc-
tober 22. Men’s, women’s and children’s
styles and sizes of coats and jackets are
welcome. They will be distributed to
local families and charitable agencies
throughout Union County.

Coats and wraps may be brought to
the GUCAR office, located at 767 Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield, Monday
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. All items should be clean and in
wearable condition. For further details,
call the association at (908) 232-9000.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 10/15/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Maintenance Hot Mix Asphalt Pavement Repair Contract, North-2010; Various
locations in the Counties of Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex,

Union, and Warren - Including and North of Route 57; North Region;
100% State; DP No: 09432

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. The awarded bidder must provide a completed Contractor Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) according to both P.L 2205, C.51 and
Executive Order No. 117  within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Executive Order
No: 117 is effective on November 15, 2008. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders
must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date.  Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid.  The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 9/24/09, 10/1/09 and 10/8/09, The Leader Fee: $211.14

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
FEDERAL STIMULUS PROJECT FUNDED BY ARRA

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 10/29/09, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 Park Avenue / Bonnie Burn Road Contract No. 047989040; Intersec-
tion Improvements; Borough of Watchung, Somerset County; Township of

Scotch Plains, Union County; Somerset and Union Counties;
Federal Project No: STP-0040(162) UPC NO: 989040; DP No: 09174

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C
17:27. For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department
of Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to
NJDOT as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/8/09, 10/15/09 and 10/22/09, The Leader Fee: $183.60

‘Folk Music Café’ Due
At Library Next Week
MOUNTAINSIDE – The

Mountainside Public Library will
present its “Folk Music Café” on
Thursday, October 15, at 7 p.m. Fea-
tured musicians will include Tom
Picard, a guitarist, banjo and mando-
lin player; Gary O’Neill, a multi-
instrumentalist who plays folk, blues
and rock and roll, and Steve Comeau,
an acoustic-blues guitarist from
Scotch Plains.

The Folk Music Café is sponsored
through a grant from the Watts-
Mountainside Community Founda-
tion. Admission is free. Coffee and
desserts will be available. The
Mountainside Public Library is lo-
cated on Constitution Plaza. For more
information, visit
mountainsidelibrary.org and click on
the Folk Music Café button or call the
library at (908) 233-0115.

Legislative Office Interns
Are Thanked for Efforts

WESTFIELD — Twenty-one lo-
cal students who completed intern-
ships this summer in the Westfield
and Summit legislative offices of
Senator Tom Kean, Jr., Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick and Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz received cer-
tificates honoring them for their vol-
unteer work on behalf of the residents
of District 21.

“We are impressed with the quality
of students who were willing to volun-
teer their time in our busy legislative
offices this summer. They are a tremen-
dous asset and we are lucky to have
them working on behalf of our con-
stituents,” Mr. Kean said.

Mr. Bramnick said it was a two-way
street with both groups benefiting from
the internship experience.

“Interns are an extremely important
part of our legislative team. They come
to work eager and willing to help the
citizens of New Jersey and in return
they gain insight and knowledge on
how the state government operates. In-
terning also gives them an opportunity
to explore whether they may be inter-
ested in pursuing elective office some-
day,” Mr. Bramnick said.

Mrs. Munoz stressed the fact that
they are an “exceptional” group of stu-
dents who played an integral role in the
workings of the office.

“They are a wonderful group of young
men and women who were able to build
strong working relationships with each
other, the constituents and our office
staff,” she said.

Anthony Torres, who will be a senior
this fall at Millburn High School, has
interned in the legislative office for the
past three summers. He had this to say
about his experience: “My time at the
21st District Legislative Office has given
me a greater understanding and appre-
ciation for the legislative system. The
individuals here are all extremely help-

ful, and are always willing to teach you
something new.”

Intern duties include answering tele-
phone calls, assisting constituents in
obtaining information from various state
agencies, researching legislation, draft-
ing responses to constituent inquiries,
coordinating meetings and scheduling
items, and attending district events, Mr.
Kean said.

This summer’s interns were:
Westfield residents, Stephanie Albright
of Westfield, a Boston College student;
Eric Hagstrom, Michelle Ball, Shelby
Carlin, Westfield High School (WHS)
graduates; Sally Bregman, a George
Washington University student, and
Cara Martone, a WHS student; Brett
Buchalter of Short Hills, a student at
Stanford University; Waydell Carvalho
of Union, a Rutgers University student;
Lauren Fine of Short Hills, a Millburn
High School (MHS) student; Laura
Johnson of Springfield, a graduate of
Lehigh University, and Frannie
Kenajian of Cranford, a graduate of
Cranford High School.

Other interns were Rebecca Kress
of Short Hills, a Dartmouth College
student; Carlos Maclay of Millburn,
an MHS student; Cara Martone of
Westfield, a Westfield High School
student; Cara Murphy of Hillside, a
Muhlenberg College student; Cadet
Donald Paolella, 3rd, of Roselle Park,
a student at The Citadel; Vincent
Paolella, a Roselle Park High School
student; Joseph Perrotta of Warren, a
student at Immaculata High School;
MHS students Gabriella Solimine,
Anthony Torres and Alane Trafford,
all of Short Hills, and Matthew Zubrow
of Far Hills, a student at The Pingry
School.

Additional information about intern-
ship opportunities may be obtained by
calling (908) 232-3673, (908) 232-2073
or (908) 918-0414.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF HEALTH

Public notice is hereby given that Board
of Health Ordinance #99, entitled

“AN ORDINANCE RELATING
TO SALARIES OF OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES OF THE
BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
COUNTY OF UNION, STATE
OF NEW JERSEY”,

was adopted at a meeting held on Octo-
ber 5, 2009.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after publication as required by
law.

Marylou Fashano-Soltis
Board Secretary

1 T - 10/8/09, The Leader Fee: $17.85

Semifinalists Named In Merit Program
AREA – Earlier this month, offi-

cials of National Merit Scholarship
Corporation (NMSC) announced
the names of approximately 16,000
semifinalists in the 55th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program,
including several from the local
area.

These academically talented high
school seniors have an opportunity
to continue in the competition for
some 8,200 National Merit Schol-
arships, worth more than $36 mil-
lion, that will be offered next spring.

Those recognized include, from
Scotch Plains, Sophie Chou and
Zachary Flanzman from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, as
well as Dylan Liu, Michael Sexton,
Albert Wu and Patricia Yeh from
Union County Magnet High School.

Those recognized from Westfield
include Westfield High School stu-
dents Abigail Burton, Andrew
Gates, Emily Greene, Jessica
Margolies, Andrew Marino and
Yixiao Wang. Also, Victoria Roeck,
a Westfield resident who attends
Summit’s Oak Knoll School of the
Holy Child, was named a semifinal-
ist.

To be considered for a Merit
Scholarship award, semifinalists
must fulfill several requirements to
advance to the finalist level of the
competition.

About 90 percent of the semifi-
nalists are expected to attain final-
ist standing, and approximately half

of the finalists will win a National
Merit Scholarship, earning the Merit
Scholar title.

Comm. Center Announces
Scholastic Award Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Com-
munity Center will be accepting appli-
cations for two scholarship awards
that have been made possible by gen-
erous bequests of the late Dr. and Mrs.
Hubert G. Humphrey, former residents
of Westfield and Scotch Plains.

The scholarships are awarded to
African-American students in grades
7 through 12. The late Dr. Hubert G.
Humphrey, a physician, established
the Dr. Hubert G. Humphrey Scholas-
tic Achievement Awards at the
Westfield Community Center.

A community leader, volunteer, and
philanthropist, Dr. Humphrey served
on the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Community Center and the
Scotch Plains Board of Health. Dr.
Humphrey took an interest in encour-
aging the highest academic achieve-
ment of African-American school-
aged children in Westfield and its sur-
rounding towns.

The awards are designed to moti-

AG Asked to Review County
Employees Campaign Work
CRANFORD — The Union

County Watchdog Association
(UCWA) has asked the State’s Attor-
ney General (AG), Anne Milgram, to
issue an advisory opinion regarding
public employees working on parti-
san campaigns during work hours.

Tina Renna, president of the UCWA
stated that the problem is “rampant in
Union County government” and she
has brought this issue, along with
what she said is evidence, to the at-
tention of the state’s AG’s office in
the past but has seen “no evidence
that any action was taken.”

“I’ve found new hope that the state
might crack down on this abuse of the
public trust,” Mrs. Renna said. “Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine has cited the Fed-
eral Hatch Act several times during
his re-election campaign this sum-
mer, alleging that his opponent,
former Federal prosecutor Christo-
pher Christie, violated it while a fed-
eral employee.”

“The Hatch Act is very clear in say-
ing political activities are off limits,’”

Gov. Corzine said in a Star-Ledger
article this summer that Mrs. Renna
quoted in her press release.

“I hope that this interest in upholding
the Hatch Act, which prohibits federal
employees from engaging in partisan
politics, both on and off duty, will be
put to use on the problem of public
workers engaging in campaigning for
their perspective employees at the local
level here in the State of New Jersey.

“Governor Jon Corzine has had the
power to do something about this activ-
ity, which erodes our democracy, for
four years. Perhaps now he’ll step up
and stand up to the power-brokers who
orchestrate these campaigns and do
something about it since he has admit-
ted to seeing the value of the law,” Mrs.
Renna stated.

The complete letter to Attorney Gen-
eral Milgram please see http://
unioncountywatchdog.org/docs/ and
look for the letter dated October 5, 2009
with subject heading, “Letter Milgram
10-09 employees working campaigns
w. attach.pdf.”

PUMPING UP MATH/SCIENCE EDUCATION IN MOUNTAINSIDE…Thomas
Conroy, left, supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction for the Mountainside
School District, Stephen Izzo, center, and Jeanette Baubles, Chief School Adminis-
trator for the Mountainside School District, accept a $750 Educational Alliance
Grant Check from Exxon Mobil Corporation supporting mathematics and science
education at the PreK-2 Beechwood School in Mountainside. Mr. Izzo, district
resident and professional fundraiser, secured the grant, awarded to only 2,400
schools nationwide, courtesy of the Exxon Mobil station located at 1413 Route 22
East in Mountainside. Mr. Izzo will be recognized for his efforts at the regularly
scheduled Mountainside Board of Education meeting on Tuesday, October 13.

New Jerseyan Insurance
Policies Among Highest

AREA – Health insurance policies
in New Jersey rank among the most
expensive in the United States due to
over-regulation and expensive man-
dates, according to a newly released
study from the National Center for
Policy Analysis (NCPA).

Americans for Prosperity released
the study September 23 at the Hands
Off My Health Care Conference at
the Forsgate Country Club in
Jamesburg.

“New Jersey premiums are nearly
twice the national average for small
group and individual policies, and the
rest of the country can expect similar
cost hikes if the proposed regulations
are enacted by Congress,” NCPA Se-
nior Fellow Devon Herrick said.

The NCPA study, “Applying the
Lessons of State Health Reform,”
shows that only New York and Mas-
sachusetts residents pay more for
coverage than New Jersey residents.

“It’s unreasonable that many fami-
lies who buy their own insurance
must pay much more than families in

neighboring states,” Mr. Herrick
added. “For example, a New Jersey
family pays more than three times as
much annually as Wisconsin residents
and about 59 percent more than Penn-
sylvania residents just across the
Delaware River. And, because of even
stricter mandates, a Massachusetts
family plan costs more than four times
as much as one in Michigan.”

Another problem, Mr. Herrick said,
is state mandates that require insur-
ance companies to cover treatments
that most people don’t really need.
“In vitro fertilization, chiropractors
or addiction treatment may be impor-
tant to some patients, but should ev-
eryone in a particular state be re-
quired to pay premiums for those and
40 other mandated categories? Resi-
dents should be allowed to choose
what coverage best fits their families’
needs and budget.”

“To significantly reduce the num-
ber of uninsured, New Jersey should
foster competition and choice, which
would reduce costs and improve qual-
ity for patients,” said study author and
NCPA Senior Fellow Michael Bond.

Another key solution to the  prob-
lem of inequitable costs and pricing
consumers out of the market, is to
drop the decades-old restrictions that
prevent anyone from buying health
insurance across state lines, accord-
ing to Mr. Herrick. “New Jersey could
set an example for the rest of the
country by becoming the first to pass
legislation to permit crossing state
lines to buy more affordable private
health insurance,” he said.

Massachusetts has the highest av-
erage family premium rate at $16,897
annually. New Jersey is third at
$10,398, behind New York’s average
of $12,254. Wisconsin rated lowest at
$3,087. The national average is $5,799
per year.

Local Student Honored
At Denison University
WESTFIELD – Denison University

student Julianne DiLeo of Westfield
was named an Eloise A. Buker Fellow
in the Women’s Studies Program and a
fellow in the sociology/anthropology
department. Julianne is a member of
the class of 2010.

Denison University is a liberal-arts
institution located in Granville, Ohio.

Clark Raises Funds
For her University

WESTFIELD – Katherine Clark of
Westfield is helping to gain key sup-
port for Susquehanna University as a
supervisor for its student-calling pro-
gram.

For more than 20 years, the
Susquehanna student-calling program
has raised critical funds for the uni-
versity. Currently, 31 students par-
ticipate in the program, which oper-
ates for 10 weeks in the fall and six
weeks in the spring.

Student participants contact par-
ents and alumni to encourage them to
support the university by making a
donation.

Funds raised are used to support
scholarships, laboratory equipment,
research, athletics, the library and the
arts, among other endeavors. The call-
ing program aims to raise
about$185,000 this year from 1,600
donors; last year, student callers raised
$155,000.

Katherine, a senior communica-
tions major, is a 2006 graduate of
Westfield High School and the daugh-
ter of Lynn M. Siegel.

MS P.A.L. to Hold
Cop-Trot, Tot-Trot

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 10th
annual Mountainside P.A.L. 5K Cop-
Trot/Tot-Trot will be held on Satur-
day, October 17, at the Deerfield
School, located at 302 Central Av-
enue in Mountainside. Registration
begins at 8 a.m.

The Mountainside P.A.L. 5K walk
/ run event will kick-off with a
children’s Tot-Trot for ages six and
under which begins at 8:30 a.m. The
5K run/walk begins at 9 a.m. In addi-
tion to the 5K run/walk, all are invited
to enjoy the music provided by DJ
Rey and there will also be free health
screening provided by NBD Fitness.

For more information, visit
mountainsidepal.com or call Laura at
(908) 415-0222.

vate African-American students to
achieve better grades by rewarding
them for grade improvements, deter
dropouts and to increase student inter-
est in planning for their future.

The deadline for application is
Thursday, October 15, and awardees
will be notified by December 15. To be
eligible, each applicant must be a mem-
ber of the Westfield Community Cen-
ter and reside in Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood or Plainfield.

Applications are available at the
Westfield Community Center or via e-
mail request sent to
WestfieldComCtr@gmail.com or
from the Westfield Community
Center’s website,
wccassoc.wordpress.com.
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JOIN THE BAND...The Westfield Community Band, a Westfield institution since
1912, has resumed rehearsals after a successful 97th season of summer concerts
in Mindowaskin Park in Westfield. To learn more, go to the band’s website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 and ½ popcorns

I suffer from misoneism…a preten-
tious term for fear of the future. Well,
actually, I don’t. It just seemed a good
way to get right at the nub of director
Jonathan Mostow’s Surrogates. Truth is,
most of us are misoneists to some extent
or another. Which is why we are scared by
– but nonetheless drawn to – sci-fi sagas
set in a foreboding future.

If the writer wants to amplify the cau-
tionary quotient of his tale, he sets the
future darn close…in this case, it’s 2017.
That gives us scant less than eight years to
prepare for a world where anybody who’s
anybody – or maybe nobody in particular
– has his robotic surrogate out and about
doing his bidding while he controls the
action from home.

Don’t say it can’t come to pass. Our
text-crazed youth are already showing an
affinity for it, if not standing at the very
precipice of it. One cultural pundit be-
lieves that it’s caused by an increasing
aversion to making eye contact.

Take this unfortunate bit of social evo-
lution, hook it up with the next few tech-
nological advances perfected at Virtual
Self Industries (VSI), and voila, there’s
your brave new world. Everyone is
masked. It’s always Mardi Gras.

Only it isn’t. Cowardly new world is
more like it. It’s all the rage. Everyone’s
doing it. Even Bruce Willis’s FBI agent
Tom Greer. Though, we get the feeling
he’s really not into it.

The notion is confirmed when he’s
assigned the first murder case in recent
memory. Gosh, murder had become a
thing of the past. Even if one did want to
kill another, your only recourse would be
to have your robot attack the perceived
enemy’s robot. Meanwhile, both humans
would be creepily, but safely, ensconced
in their stim chairs.

However, because of what you’ll have
to figure out, someone or thing has
breached that obviously gauzy fortress
and killed a real live being. Greer is on the
case. But then, that age-old cliché is insti-
tuted, the one that first deters and then
spurs to greater action our more heroic
movie cops. He’ll have to handle this one
himself, literally.

Yep, no more vicarious thrills for this
guy, mom! It just never seemed right
anyway. Especially at home, where a
long festering domestic problem might
have already been resolved were it not for
the electronic distancing caused by surro-
gates. Hence, up out of the chair, he is the

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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Surrogates: Accept
No Substitutes

naked ape renewed, challenged to solve
the case, mano-a-mano.

While the cat-‘n’-mouse aspect isn’t
novel in and of itself, the high-tech sce-
nario lends an intriguing polish to the
suspense. This is meant to be farfetched.
And doubtless it’ll be a while before we
graduate from that little round vacuum
cleaner robot to full-fledged surrogate
use. But the metaphor of anonymity and
isolation rings frighteningly true.

The art direction and delivery support
the alert. Adapting the graphic novel by
Robert Venditti and Brett Weldele, screen-
writers Michael Ferris and John Brancato
follow an important rule of thumb for
making science fiction truly captivating.
As long as there is imaginative consis-
tency within the fictitious world created,
no premise is too fantastic.

Too bad the action end of this whodunit
doesn’t match up to the cutting edge con-
cept. Save for a few very dangerous weap-
ons being brandished by supposed hu-
mans and/or automatons, the rough and
tumble aspect is the same old, same old.
Yet happily, despite Mr. Willis’s ump-
teenth appearance in the stereotype, his
charm time-travels well.

The physical difference between the
real Tom and his surrogate provides a
telling peek into the protagonist’s no non-
sense persona. While it’s difficult to de-
cide who more to applaud – the makeup
crew or the CGI techs? – we’ve no doubt
Willis is in there somewhere, certainly
deserving of credit for the latest word in
dual characterization.

Also worthy of praise is Rosamund
Pike as both Maggie, Tom’s despondent
wife behind the curtain, and her manne-
quin-perfect alter ego. Ditto for Radha
Mitchell as G-Woman Peters. But watch
out for a twist. You can’t tell the real
people from the surrogates, without a
scorecard. Criminals will love how iden-
tity theft is taken to a whole new level.

Surely more than one displeased critic
has suggested that you shouldn’t even
send your surrogate to see this movie.
Preferring to avoid such drollery, mainly
because I didn’t think of it first, but sec-
ondly because the film does have its in-
fatuating qualities, the advice here is have
your robot fetch Surrogates when it be-
comes available on DVD.

* * *
Surrogates, rated PG-13, is a Walt

Disney Studios Motion Pictures release
directed by Jonathan Mostow and stars
Bruce Willis, Rosamund Pike and Radha
Mitchell. Running time: 88 minutes.

Sepesi Releases First
In Young-Adult Trilogy

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – An ancient book
and a key engraved with five letters
provide the entrance into the magical
world of Kelmar in “The Guardian of
Kelmar,” the first book in the Kelmar
Trilogy written by
Bridgewater resi-
dent Laura Sepesi.

A young-adult
fantasy replete with
battles, mystical
creatures and sor-
cerers, “The Guard-
ian of Kelmar” fol-
lows the adventures
of Carmen Fox, and
her companion,
Blaze, as she trav-
els to Kelmar and
realizes her destiny
to restore peace to
the realm, which
has been torn for
centuries by wars
fought over good
and evil.

The idea for “The
Guardian of
Kelmar” came to
Ms. Sepesi in a dream when she was 13
years old.

“I was walking through a beautiful
green meadow beneath a perfectly blue
sky. I met a golden creature, Blaze, and
had a conversation with him.

“Later on in the dream, I was standing
with him looking over a cascading wa-
terfall of crystal-clear water. The scene
in which Carmen and Blaze first meet
was taken from that dream,” she said.

Like all good authors, Ms. Sepesi has
a strong relationship with her characters.

“I relate to Carmen very much, par-
ticularly early on in the story. While I
didn’t base her [character on] me con-
sciously, I do feel very connected to her,”

she said, adding that Carmen possesses
many of the qualities that the author
admires, including courage, compas-
sion, strength and determination.

“I love Blaze because he’s the ulti-
mate best friend. He’s someone that all
of us would want to have in our lives as

a companion. He’s
loyal, brave, caring,
and above all, he’s
genuine. He’s very
real to me,” said Ms.
Sepesi.

“I love the magic
and adventure of
fantasy,” she con-
tinued.

“I’ve always had
a vivid imagination,
and my daydreams
most often are those
of fantasy. …[it]
takes us away to
worlds that don’t
exist in reality,” she
said.

Young readers
who enjoy the
“Harry Potter”
books will find new
fantasy heroes in

“The Guardian of Kelmar.”
A Harry Potter fan herself, Ms. Sepesi

often hears fellow Potter fans say how
much they like her fantasy.

“It’s very flattering; J.K. Rowling is
one of my favorite authors,” she said.

“The Guardian of Kelmar” is the first
in a trilogy of “Kelmar” books.

The second, “The Secrets of
Kelmar,” is due to be released some-
time in 2010.

Ms. Sepesi will sign copies of “The
Secrets of Kelmar” at The Town Book-
store in Westfield on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

For more information, contact The
Town Bookstore at (908) 233-3535.

Whimsy and Color Meet Narrative
In Brown’s Bold and Rich Work

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The artwork of
Westfield resident Laura Brown was on
display at the Pearl Street Gallery in the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs in Elizabeth.

Referring to her style of art as “self-
evolving,” Ms. Brown looks to classi-
cal works, contemporary realists, and
children’s book illustrators for inspira-
tion.

The current exhibit, which consisted
solely of works in
oil, was defined by
richness of color
and vastness of per-
spective.

“Bold contem-
plative explorations
of color and com-
positions fascinate
me,” she said.

Ms. Brown’s
work is also in-
formed by narrative,
and she sees a con-
nection between art
and text.

It’s a connection
that goes back to
when she was a tod-
dler and drew rep-
resentational im-
ages that illustrated
stories her mother
told.

Today, Ms.
Brown finds it chal-
lenging to “support the narrative with
images that give meaning to the text.”

She likes to inspire emotion in the
viewer, and she said she does this by
feeling the text itself.

“And so, to describe my relationship
to the text is to also define my under-
standing of illustration itself,” she said.

To see Ms. Brown’s work is to read
the inherent story that resides in each
piece of art.

She uses paintings of animals to ex-
plore relationships, as in her “Mother’s
Day,” which features brown bears and
her “Daddy and Me,” which shows two
elephants eye-to-eye with trunks en-
tangled.

Whimsy is also part of the narrative
that Ms. Brown tells with her art.

Her “Snowflake Fairy” and
“Snowman” have a mystical, fairy-tale
quality about them.

Ms. Brown earned her Bachelor of
Fine Arts degree and post baccalaure-
ate teacher certification from the School
of Visual Arts in New York City.

She taught fine art at Abraham Clark
High School from 1992 to 1999, and in
1993, she was awarded the Abraham
Clark High School Outstanding First

Year Teacher
Award.

Ms. Brown has
worked as a graphic
artist doing layout,
design and photog-
raphy for The
Hudson Reporter, a
newspaper in
Hoboken.

She also illus-
trates books, cre-
ates murals in New
Jersey and New
York, paints por-
traits, and works as
a fine arts instruc-
tor at the Arts Guild
of Rahway, the
Roselle Art Asso-
ciation and in her
Westfield art stu-
dio.

Ms. Brown has
recently joined the
Contemporary Art

Group and plans to exhibit new work
with them, and her black-and-white
illustrations will be in the fall issue of
Sprouts Magazine, which is published
by the New Jersey chapter of the Soci-
ety of Children’s Book Writers and
Illustrators.

Her illustrations have also been pub-
lished in Architectural Digest, Pen and
Ink Magazine, Arts and Antiques
Magazine and many other publica-
tions.

Many of the oil paintings that were
exhibited in the Pearl Street Gallery
can be viewed at Ms. Brown’s online
gallery at gallery.me.com/laurabrown
100008.

The Works of Laura Brown
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Don’t Drink the Water
Continues in Westfield

THE GUARDIAN...Bridgewater resident Laura Sepesi will sign copies of her
book “The Secrets of Kelmar” at The Town Bookstore in Westfield on Saturday,
October 17, from 2 to 4 p.m.

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players opens its 75th anniversary
season with the Woody Allen comedy
Don’t Drink the Water, continuing 8
p.m. Friday and Saturday evenings on
October 10, 17, 23 and 24 with a mati-
nee at 3 p.m. on Sunday October 11.

Directed by Naomi Yablonsky, she is
assisted by Gerry Yablonsky, producer
Letty Hudak and Stage Manager Bar-
bara Ruban.

In this satirical and farcical comedy
set in the 1960’s Cold War era, the
Hollander family from Newark rushes
into an American embassy, two steps
ahead of Krojack from the Secret Po-
lice; the family is accused of spying
when they mistakenly take snapshots
of a restricted area.

As the embassy is temporarily being
run by the ambassador’s diplomati-
cally incompetent son, the Hollanders
have to think fast to make their way

back to America.
The cast features Patrick Carty as

Walter Hollander, Debbie Badal as wife
Marion and Angel Duncan as daughter
Susan. Jim Dingevan of Garwood is
Krojack, the head of the secret police,
who pursues them to the embassy, which
is run by Stan Kaplan of Westfield and
Peter Corey, his befuddled son.

Other local actors and actresses in-
clude Kristen Paparella of Scotch Plains
as the visiting dignitary Countess
Bordoni and Mark Douches of Scotch
Plains as the visiting Sultan.

Continuing the opening night tradi-
tion, “first nighters” are invited to stay
for light refreshments with the cast and
crew after the curtain rings down.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908) 232-
1221 is on, and all reserved seating is
$20. The theater is located at 1000 North
Avenue in Westfield. To learn more,
view westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Alliance Rep. Takes Chance on ‘Love’

TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE TAKE THE STTHE STTHE STTHE STTHE STAAAAAGEGEGEGEGE

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Love Song by John
Kolvenbach certainly is not a typical
boy-meets-girl play. But then, Alliance
Repertory Theater in Rahway is not a
typical community theater. Housed in
the intimate upstairs theater of Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway, this company loves to take
risks with its selections.

The play, Love Song, the theater’s
season opener that runs weekends
through October 24, provides a thought-
provoking and unique look at love.

In the opening scene of the two-act
play, a dim light reveals Beane (Scott
Tyler), a young man sitting alone in his
nearly dark apartment. With a navy-
colored cap yanked down over his
greasy hair, the unshaved man sits in a
stupor.

Only absolute necessities make up
the contents of his barren apartment.
His two rickety, mismatched lawn chairs
accompany a small table. A single cup
serves as both plate and drinking uten-
sil. There are no forks or knives since a
spoon serves the purpose of both.

Beane gets out of his chair, pushes
the multi-armed floor lamp in the apart-
ment, setting it to rock back and forth.
As the encircling lights mesmerize him,
the rear wall of his apartment closes in
on him physically as well as emotion-
ally. With psychedelic music blasting
in the background of the scene, the
audience is not sure whether Beane is
drunk, on drugs, is crazy or all of the
above.

The unkempt, unshaved and uncom-
municative Beane next goes to the apart-
ment of his sister Joan (Beth Painter of
Westfield) and brother-in-law Harry
(Kris Longwell).

Superficially, Joan and Joe are suc-
cessful and normal on the opposite end
of the spectrum from Beane. They have
found a psychiatrist for Beane but are
not certain whether he will go for
therapy. When Harry tries to give Beane
an oral personality test, Beane runs
Harry through a maze of philosophical
conundrums.

Joan, a typical type “A” personality,
defends her strange brother. Ironically,

this uptight, straight-laced Joan proves
to be quite the enabler for her weird
brother.

Beane then meets the girl who
changes his life. Molly (Samantha
Beedle) appears in his darkened apart-
ment to steal what little possessions he
has. She even dons his extra pair of
jeans and shirt. An attraction develops,
and soon, Beane proudly announces to
Joan and Harry that he has fallen madly
in love.

He’s so over-the-moon in love with
Molly that we cannot help but see the
earth-shattering difference in his de-
meanor, appearance and language when
he speaks with Molly or to his sister
about his new perspective on life.

Some of Beane’s language in Act II
provides a flash of recognition to any-
one who has experienced finding a soul
mate. The playwright’s words, through
Beane, are exquisite poetry.

There is, of course, a major problem
with this love duet that easily could turn
to cacophonous, jarring discord. No
spoiler alert here: just know that the
ending will leave much room for deep
discussion.

Orchestrating fast-paced timing, di-
rector Michael Driscoll has once again
pulled stellar performances from his
cast. Ms. Painter is terrific as Joan, the
clipped-talking, obnoxious perfection-
ist. Mr. Longwell nicely plays
longsuffering Harry as the husband who
tries to juggle his wife’s baggage to
make the marriage work.

In a riotously funny scene, Harry
entices Joan to do something she has
never done — lie and call in sick from
work in order to play hooky with him.

Ms. Beadle’s interpretation of Molly
shines with just the right amount of
glowing energy. Mr. Tyler is disturb-
ingly haunting in his unforgettable por-
trayal of Beane.

Director Driscoll’s selection of mu-
sic for transitions, scene changes and
intermission is spot-on perfect in re-
peating a song lyric that echoes what a
character has just said, thought or felt.
Mr. Driscoll leaves nothing to chance
in this production except one’s inter-
pretation of the play’s deeper mean-
ings.

Musical Club of Westfield
Begins its 94th Season

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield will present the first pro-
gram of its 94th season on Wednesday,
October 14, at 1 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street in
Westfield, featuring music for organ,
harp and voice, with accompaniment
provided by a variety of instruments.

Organist F. Allen Artz, of Elizabeth,
will perform three works by J. S. Bach,
including the Praeludium pro Organo
plen (E-Flat Major), BWV 552,1; the
Chorale Prelude on Christ, unser Herr,
BWV 684, and the “St. Anne” Fugue,
BWV 552,2.

Soprano Maureen Monroe of
Cranford will perform a selection of
songs from the musical theater, includ-
ing “Here I Am” from Dirty Rotten
Scoundrels by David Yazbek,
“Moonfall” from The Mystery of Edwin
Drood by Rupert Holmes, “Take Me To
the World” from Evening Primrose by
Stephen Sondheim, “I Hate Men” from
Kiss Me Kate by Cole Porter, and “The
Saga of Jenny” from Lady in the Dark
by Kurt Weill. Mary Beth McFall of
Roselle will accompany her on the
piano.

Several different ensembles will join
harpist Beverly Thomson Shea, of
Scotch Plains, to perform music from
three centuries. For baroque composer

George Frideric Handel’s Harp Con-
certo in B-Flat Major, accompaniment
will be provided by a string quartet
comprised of Debra Biderman and
Lubove Schnable, violins; Roland
Hutchinson, viola, and Linda Kessler
Fink, cello.

For romantic composer Auguste
Wiegand’s The Harp of St. Cecilia, Mr.
Artz will join Ms. Shea on the organ.
And for 20th-century composer Alan
Hovhaness’ work, Upon Enchanted
Ground, the ensemble will include
Westfield flutist Jenny Cline, Watchung
cellist Peg Tristram and Scotch Plains
percussionist Arc Razal, who will play
the giant tam-tam.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light re-
freshments will follow the performance.
All are welcome to stay and meet the
performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield, in its
94th season, is comprised of perform-
ing and associate (non-performing)
members who share a common interest
in music.

The club provides scholarships for
promising young musicians to pursue
their musical education. New members
are welcome. For membership infor-
mation, call (908) 232-2173 or visit
westfieldnj.com/mcw.

NJWA Kids ‘n’ Arts
Provides Arts Education

FOR THE KIDS…The violin is one of
the instruments introduced to students
in Kids ‘n Arts, an art, music and drama
program for children ages 3 to 5, spon-
sored by the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts in Westfield.

WESTFIELD – An introduction to
the creative and performing arts awaits
area children, ages 3 to 5, who join the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
(NJWA) Kids ‘n’ Arts (KNA) program,
a weekly two-hour drop-off class, which
begins on Tuesday, October 13.

The program,
now in its 16th
year, has provided
youngsters with an
introduction to art,
music and drama
in a safe, comfort-
able and creative
environment. With
a curriculum de-
signed specifically
for this age group,
children express
their natural tal-
ents with such
themes as “Dis-
covery of Self,”
“Discovery of
Others” or “Dis-
covery of the
World.”

During the art
segment, children
listen to the music
of Mozart while
they create arts and
crafts using a variety of mediums. In
music, the group learns about rhythm
and pitch, using their voices and per-
cussion and tonal instruments.

They are also introduced to vari-
ous instrumental instruction
throughout the year. The drama seg-
ment of KNA encourages the chil-
dren to express themselves through
acting, theater games, creative
movement, dance, puppetry and
pantomime.

The KNA staff includes Donna
Stein, who possesses a Bachelor of

Science degree from Southern Con-
necticut State University and a
master’s degree and certification as a
learning disability teacher consultant
from Seton Hall University.

A former educator in the Westfield
School system, Ms. Stein, a land-

scape and portrait
artist, is an evalua-
tor for the Paper
Mill Playhouse’s
Rising Star Awards
Program.

A graduate of
Vassar College
with a Bachelor of
Arts degree and
from the New En-
gland Conserva-
tory of Music with
a Master of Music
degree, Maureen
Monroe has a
range of experi-
ence in perform-
ing, directing and
teaching.

She has exten-
sive operatic expe-
rience as a princi-
pal artist, producer
and director. A vo-
cal music teacher

at the NJWA Music Studio, Ms. Mon-
roe has performed in many area mu-
sical theater venues.

Kids ‘n’ Arts will begin its fall
semester on Tuesday, October 13.
Parents may choose a Tuesday, or
Thursday class at either 9:30 a.m. or
12:30 p.m. Tuition for the 15-session
semester is $470. Students may en-
roll at any time, and tuition will be
pro-rated.

To learn more, call (908) 789-9696
or log on to
njworkshopforthearts.com.
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Gallery Hosts Thaler
Fine Jewelry Show

WESTFIELD – Evalyn Dunn’s
Gallery, located at 549 South Avenue
West in Westfield, will host Vicki
Thaler Designs’ Fine Jewelry Trunk
Show on Friday, October 23, from 10
a.m. to 8 p.m., and Saturday, October
24, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Ms. Thaler has been a custom jew-
eler for more than 30 years. Residing
now in Connecticut, she makes one-
of-a-kind jewelry pieces that have
been honored at art shows and com-
petitions in America and in Europe.

Ms. Thaler will be on hand both
days to show and sell her jewelry. The
jewelry will be on display for these
two days only.

For information regarding the show,
call Jaclyn Civins at (908) 232-0412.

Fanwood Series Presents
The Ensemble Leonarda

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the Fanwood Arts
Council present The Fanwood Cul-
tural Arts Performance Series at The
Carriage House at Fanwood Borough
Hall on Saturday, October 10, from 7
to 10 p.m. The event will feature
Ensemble Leonarda with Outreach
String Chamber Ensemble.

The Outreach String Chamber En-
semble of the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra (NJIO)
will open the musical program. The
group will play several pieces, some
classical and some in more popular
modern genres.

The mission of NJIO is to bridge
the generations through music by
bringing quality music programs to
communities in and around Union
County. NJIO utilizes a collaborative
approach, bringing amateur musicians
of all backgrounds and ages together
in opportunities that develop an ap-
preciation for and experience with
musical performance.

Fanwood resident Susan Graham,
baroque flute, and Queens native

Nancy Kito, harpsichord, began mak-
ing music together more than 20 years
ago, when both were students at the
Peabody Conservatory of Music in
Baltimore.

These two founding members of
Ensemble Leonarda, a New York-
based early-music group, will present
a concert of baroque music on period
instruments. Both artists will present
serious music in an informal way,
with fun and insightful commentary.

Ensemble Leonarda was formed at
the Peabody Conservatory of Music,
where its founding members were
participating in the early-music pro-
gram. Named after the composer
Isabella Leonarda (1620–1704), this
group of gifted individuals came to-
gether to form an ensemble dedicated
to performing works of the Baroque
masters with vim, vigor and enthusi-
asm.

For more information and to re-
serve seats, visit
fanwoodperformanceseries.org.
There is a suggested donation $7 and
$5 donation for seniors and students.
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New Jersey Theaters
Hosting “The Met:

Live In HD” During
The 2009-10 Season:

. Clifton Commons 16 (Clifton)

. Town Center Plaza (East Windsor)

. Edgewater 16 (Edgewater)

. Commerce Center 18
(North Brunswick)

. Garden State 16 (Paramus)

. Parsippany Cinemas (Parsippany)

. Rockaway 16 (Rockaway)

. Monmouth University-Pollak
Theatre (West Long Branch)

. Showcase at the Ritz
Center (Voorhees)

Experience Live
Opera at the Cineplex

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STATE — The Metropolitan Op-
era continues to be as close as your
local movie theater. For the fourth
consecutive season, “The Met: Live
in HD” will transmit select Saturday
matinee performances, live in high-
definition, to movie theaters around
the world beginning at 1 p.m. EST on
Saturday, October 10.

This award-winning series, hon-
ored with a 2008 Peabody Award and
a 2009 Emmy Award, is one of Met-
ropolitan Opera General Manager
Peter Gelb’s many technological ef-
forts to bring the Met to a wider
audience, and the series has proven
enormously successful.

“Since ‘Live in HD’ started in 2006,
cumulative attendance for the first
three seasons is over 3 million. Last
year, we had our most successful year,
with over 1.8 million tickets sold
worldwide. Those numbers are based
on increases in the number of trans-
missions, the number of movie the-
aters and the number of countries. It’s
been building, and
the simulcasts sell
out quickly,” said
Metropolitan Op-
era Public Rela-
tions Manager
C h a r l i e
Siedenburg.

During the
2009-10 season,
nine operas will be
simulcast from the
Met: Tosca, Aida,
Turandot, The
Tales of Hoffmann,
D e r
Rosenkaval ier ,
Carmen, Simon
Boccanegra, Ham-
let and Armida.

Each simulcast
uses state-of-the-
art digital technology and cameras
placed throughout the Met’s audito-
rium to capture the action. Plus, the
worldwide HD audience gains an in-
depth look at the Met’s operations.

“The ‘Live in HD’ events are en-
hanced by specially produced fea-
tures that offer audiences a look be-
hind-the-scenes. These include live
interviews with singers, directors,
designers and stage technicians, as
well as documentaries and other short
features. In past seasons, the inter-
mission features have been hosted by
Met stars like Renee Fleming, Susan
Graham, Natalie Dessay and the late
Beverly Sills,” Mr. Siedenburg said.

The “Live in HD” season opens on
October 10 with a new production of
Giacomo Puccini’s dramatic and pas-
sionate Tosca, starring Karita Mattila
as Tosca, Marcelo Alvarez as
Cavaradossi and George Gagnidze as
Scarpia, conducted by Joseph
Colaneri.

On Saturday, October 24, Daniele
Gatti conducts Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida,
renowned for its Triumphal Scene,
with Violeta Urmana as Aida, Dolora
Zajick as Amneris, Johan Botha as
Radames and Carlo Guelfi as
Amonasro.

One of the Met’s most popular
productions, Franco Zeffirelli’s
spectacular staging of Puccini’s
Turandot, will be simulcast on
November 7. The cast includes Maria
Guleghina as Turandot, Marcello
Giordani as Calaf and Samuel Ramey
as Timur, conducted by Andris
Nelsons.

A new production of Jacque
Offenbach’s The Tales of Hoffmann
will be shown on December 19,
directed by Bartlett Sher and

conducted by Mr.
Levine. The poet,
his four loves and
the four villains
will be sung by
Joseph Calleja,
Anna Netrebko,
E k a t e r i n a
Gubanova, Kate
Lindsey, Kathleen
Kim and Alan
Held.

Renee Fleming
and Susan
Graham sing the
lead roles of the
Marschallin and
Octavian in
Richard Strauss’
poignant Der
Rosenkavalier on
January 9, with

Mr. Levine conducting. The cast also
includes Kristinn Sigmundsson as
Baron Ochs and Christine Schafer as
Sophie.

Georges Bizet’s famous Carmen
takes the stage on January 16 in a new
production starring Elina Garanca as
the seductive gypsy, Roberto Alagna
as the seduced soldier Don Jose and
Mariusz Kwiecien as the bullfighter
Escamillo. Yannick Nezet-Seguin
conducts.

History will be made on February
6, when celebrated tenor Placido
Domingo sings the baritone title role
of Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra. Mr.
Levine conducts a cast that includes
Adrianne Pieczonka as Amelia,
Marcello Giordani as Gabriele and
James Morris as Fiesco.

Hamlet by Ambroise Thomas
returns in a new production on March
27, conducted by Louis Langree and
starring Simon Keenlyside as Hamlet,
Natalie Dessay as Ophelie, Jennifer
Larmore as Gertrude and James
Morris as Claudius.

The season concludes on May 1
with a new production of Gioachino
Rossini’s Armida starring Renee
Fleming and conducted by Riccardo
Frizza. The opera also stars Lawrence
Brownlee, Bruce Ford, Jose Manuel
Zapata, Barry Banks and Kobie van
Rensburg.

For more information and to pur-
chase tickets, visit metopera.org/
hdlive or fathomevents.com, or call
(800) Met-Opera (800-638-6737).
Tickets are also available at the movie
theaters.

Each simulcast will receive an en-
core presentation at select theaters on
Wednesday evenings. “The Met: Live
in HD” is also shown on public tele-
vision as part of “Great Performances
at the Met.”

Kean Univ. Introduces
Prof. Enrichment Series

UNION – The College of Visual
and Performing Arts introduces a new
Professional Enrichment Series this
year. Created by Dean Holly Logue,
the series offers a glimpse into the
lives and work of several distinguished
faculty members at Kean University.

These lectures and demonstrations
enable the faculty to share their tal-
ents, knowledge, and career high-
lights with the campus community.
All lectures will take place at 3:30
p.m. in the University Center Little
Theatre and are open to the general
public at no charge.

The Professional Enrichment Se-
ries will kick off on Monday, October
19, with Professor Alan Robbins of

the School of Design. His lecture,
“The Image Transplosion,” will fo-
cus on some of the dramatic changes
brought about by the image revolu-
tion while also examining what people
need to know to live in the brave new
world of the immersive image.

Joseph Amorino, of the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts, will be the next
featured speaker, on Monday, No-
vember 9, with his lecture, “The Ar-
tistic Process: An Embodiment of
Global Intelligence.”

His PowerPoint presentation and
discussion moves beyond the artistic
product to examine the nature of the
underlying creative process. It invites
students, faculty, administrators and
artists to consider new ways of think-
ing about the arts and their critical
implications to education and
academia.

Continuing the series is Professor
Larry Tung of the Department of
Media and Film, with his presenta-
tion, “Beyond Black and White: Im-
ages of Asians and Asian Americans
in the Media,” on Thursday, February
4, 2010.

Acknowledging the fact that many
fourth and fifth-generation Asian
Americans still feel like foreigners in
this country in many ways, this talk
will discuss the under-representation
and misrepresentation of Asians and
Asian Americans in American me-
dia.

The Professional Enrichment Se-
ries will conclude on Monday, April
19, 2010, as Professor Stephen
Brower of the Robert Busch School
of Design discusses his award-win-
ning graphic designs and book
projects in a presentation entitled
“Designing My Life.”

Mr. Brower’s work appears regu-
larly in design annuals and his writ-
ing in several publications. For infor-
mation, call the College of Visual and
Performing Arts Dean’s office at (908)
737-4376 or via e-mail at
cvpa@kean.edu.

Kids Can Celebrate
Wild Things Release

WESTFIELD – Creative Kids is
celebrating the movie release of the
children’s classic “Where the Wild
Things Are” with a family event filled
with a variety of “wild” activities for
kids of all ages.

Kids can create Wild Thing-in-
spired crafts, hear readings of the
classic tale and groove to a lively
“wild” jam session. The event will be
held on Sunday, October 11, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. The event is free, but
attendees must respond to (908) 232-
4949 or info@creativekidsnj.com.
Creative Kids is located on 1008 South
Ave West in Westfield.

Plainfield Symphony Orchestra
Plans a Double Celebration on Sat.

By GREG WAXBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Two milestones
will be celebrated during the Plainfield
Symphony’s gala concert this Saturday
evening: the orchestra’s 90th anniver-
sary and Maestro Charles Prince’s first
official performance as the orchestra’s
new music director.

How does an orchestra honor two
momentous occasions – involving the
past, present and future – in one perfor-
mance? In the case of the Plainfield
Symphony, the oldest community sym-
phony in New Jersey and the third
oldest in the United States, the answer
is to present three conductors in a unique
program that will begin at 7 p.m. at
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield.

The two most recent music directors,
Conductor Emeritus Sabin Pautza (1988-
2008) and George Marriner Maull (1982-
1988), will join Mr. Prince and guest
pianist Richard Alston (of West Orange)
for Brahms’ Hungarian Dance No. 6,
Ravel’s “Bolero,” Tchaikovsky’s
“Romeo and Juliet Fantasy Overture,”
the third movement of Mr. Pautza’s
“Sinfonietta Finale,” a suite of dances
from de Falla’s “The Three-Cornered
Hat” and Liszt’s Piano Concerto No. 1.

“This concert is unlike any other
because we’ve never had three of our
music directors all perform at the same
concert. Furthermore, this concert has
been intentionally programmed as a
festive evening of music with six shorter
and generally up-tempo pieces. That is
also unlike most of our concerts, which
usually involve at least one complete
symphony,” said Plainfield Symphony
President James Rowland.

It is interesting to note that, while
each conductor chose his own selec-
tions for the concert, Mr. Prince col-
laborated with Mr. Alston to select the
Liszt concerto as a reflection of the
Plainfield Symphony’s first-ever full-
length concert, which included music
by Liszt.

That was back in 1919, the year that
a small group of amateur musicians
met at Grace Church and were deter-
mined to organize a community or-
chestra.

Since then, the Plainfield Symphony
has enjoyed a rich history with a distin-

guished list of music directors, includ-
ing Christiaan Kriens (1919-1928),
Louis Bostelman (1928-1952), Samuel
Carmell (1957-1967) and Jose Serebrier
(1967-1973) prior to George Marriner
Maull’s arrival.

Several notable events in the
orchestra’s history are worth highlight-
ing such as the Plainfield Symphony’s
debut at Carnegie Hall on May 20,
1922. A concert in May 1928 featured
guest conductor Percy Grainger, who
led the symphony in the premiere of his
“Bridal Song,” a shorter version of “To
a Nordic Princess,” written for his wed-
ding.

Twenty years later, the symphony
was part of a larger ensemble that per-
formed an outdoor summer concert on
the Plainfield High School football field,
conducted by legendary bandleader
Paul Whiteman.

In addition to Percy Grainger and
Paul Whiteman, other famous artists
have appeared with the Plainfield Sym-
phony, among them Louis Persinger
(Sir Yehudi Menuhin’s first violin
teacher), John Corigliano, Sr. (one of
the New York Philharmonic’s former
concertmasters) and double bass vir-
tuoso Gary Karr.

One particularly famous appearance
that generated a lot of excitement was
that of Rita Dove when she was Poet
Laureate of the United States. Mr. Pautza
set three of her poems to music.

Betty Avis, a Westfield resident who
plays in the Plainfield Symphony’s first
violin section, began performing with
the orchestra in 1948 and remembers
many of these special concerts.

She has always enjoyed being a mem-

ber of a community orchestra because
of the players’ diverse backgrounds
and is delighted that the symphony has
reached this milestone.

“It’s really special for us to reach this
point of playing for 90 years without
missing a season,” she said.

Now, the orchestra will start creating
new memories with Mr. Prince, who
first conducted the Plainfield Symphony
during its 85th anniversary gala concert
in 2005.

“From that concert on, a love affair
started to bloom between me and the
musicians, community and orchestra’s
board,” Mr. Prince said. During the
orchestra’s search for a music director,
he conducted a subscription concert in
October 2008.

“The love affair was solidified, and it
was the best time I ever had working
with any musicians. When I was told
that I was chosen to be the next music
director, I was honored and beyond
thrilled,” he said.

Mr. Prince served as Associate Con-
ductor of The New York Pops from
1996 to 2003 and is also the new music
director of the Wiener
Operettensommer, a summer music
festival in Vienna.

He has guest conducted the Bavarian
Radio Symphony Orchestra and Munich
Symphony Orchestra, in addition to the
Verbier Festival, Utah Opera Festival,
Oregon Symphony Orchestra and nu-
merous others. Five years ago, he made
his debut with the Seattle Symphony.

Tickets for the Plainfield Symphony’s
90th anniversary concert are available
at plainfieldsymphony.org or (908) 561-
5140.

Kean’s New Enlow Recital Hall
Becomes the ‘Perfect Music Box’

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – When four-time Grammy
nominee Michael Feinstein performed
at the black-tie grand opening of the
Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at
Kean University’s East Campus on
October 2, the red carpet was rolled out,
literally.

Searchlights signaled the event; po-
lice cars’ flashing lights added excite-
ment, and credentialed press snapped
away, capturing images of the gowned
women and tuxedoed men.

The audience was there to hear Mr.
Feinstein, cabaret pianist/singer
extraordinaire, on the new Fazioli F-
308, an Italian concert grand piano
built specifically for Kean’s newly reno-
vated performance space.

The recently remodeled 332-seat re-
cital hall offers state-of-the-art ameni-
ties designed to attract the finest con-
cert artists and performers in the world.
So, it was no wonder that Mr. Feinstein,
considered one of the greatest inter-
preters of the Great American Songbook
of Music from the 1930s and ’40s,
accepted the invitation to be the inau-
gural artist to perform in the Enlow
Recital Hall.

The building that was formerly the
Pingry School Chapel has undergone a
series of procedures that feature a raised
roof to provide more resonant sound.
The facility also boasts a curved sky-
light allowing for more natural light. In
his opening remarks, Kean University
President Dawood Farahi told the sup-
portive audience about the facility.

He added, “This is a perfect, Euro-
pean-style music box and a labor of
love for many of us.”

When Mr. Feinstein was introduced,
he walked onto the intimate stage, sur-
veyed the entire auditorium and gave
the “A okay” sign.

“I’m humbled and honored to help
inaugurate this space; this is a very
special occasion for me,” he said.

Thunderous applause followed his
appropriate opening number, “Let Me
Entertain You,” from the musical Gypsy.
Effortlessly, the cabaret singer/artist
presented a varied repertoire. He segued
from classic songs by Irving Berlin and
Cole Porter, to George Gershwin or
Rodgers and Hart.

Those classics were interspersed with
an occasional unusual love song, like
the comic “Rhode Island.” Mr. Feinstein
mastered falsetto notes that floated in a
whisper that could be heard throughout
the acoustically superior auditorium.

His charming repartee and anecdotes
included information not only about
the songs and their creators, but also
about memorable moments in his ca-
reer. He reminisced about singing Frank
Sinatra songs and confessed to being
almost frozen with anticipation as he
performed at a private party for “Ol’
Blue Eyes.”

Mr. Feinstein said he researched all

of the Sinatra films and played songs
from some of Sinatra’s most obscure
movies. After about half an hour, he
told the Kean audience, “Frank Sinatra
called me over and said, ‘How do you
know all of those songs? How old are
you anyway, 12?’”

Playing one of his own personal fa-
vorites, “My Romance,” written for the
musical Jumbo in 1935, Mr. Feinstein

showcased the Fazioli piano’s ability
when in the hands of an accomplished
pianist.

According to President Farahi, the
recital hall was made possible through
a generous gift from Gene and Shelley
Enlow, who were introduced on stage.
Mr. Enlow, the former chairman and
chief executive officer for Atlantic De-
troit Diesel-Allison, is currently the
chair of the Kean University Board of
Trustees.

In one of his concluding numbers,
Mr. Feinstein shared that Irving Berlin’s
1915 song “I Love a Piano” could be his
personal theme song. And that well
could have been the theme song for the
night as well, since the piano was show-
cased for all to love in the impressive
Enlow Recital Hall.

Local Bands to Play
Benefit For Ill Teen

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local bands
and musicians, including Scotch
Plains native and international re-
cording artist Pat DiNizio from The
Smithereens, will perform a benefit
concert this Saturday, October 10,
from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Italian Ameri-
can Hall in Scotch Plains. Proceeds
will help an area teenager who is
battling leukemia.

Called “Kerripalooza” after Kerri
Mullen, a North Plainfield 18-year-
old who has been battling the disease
for the past two years, the show will
feature four musical acts including:
Mr. DiNizio; Westfield natives The
Orphans; Milan from North
Plainfield, and Buckles the Monkey.

Funds raised from the concert will
be donated to the Mullen family to
help offset ongoing medical expenses.

Tickets cost $40 and will include
food and drink. They can be pur-
chased at the door on the night of the
event or online at missiontix.com –
search on Kerri Mullen. For advance
ticket sales or further information,
call Gene at (908) 333-7673.

A look inside the Gene and Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at Kean University
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