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Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Holcad – An ancient Greek mer-

chant ship
2. Torgoch – The red-bellied lake trout
3. Rurigenous – Born in the country
4. Internecine – Deadly to both sides;

great slaughter

DEHISCENCE
1. Humiliation; shame; falling from

grace
2. In botany, a bursting or splitting

open of a seed capsule
3. Discontent
4. Inflammation of a mucous mem-

brane; especially of the auditory canals
DEGRAVATION

1. The act of making heavy
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. A starving or dying of hunger
4. Desperate; wanting

TRIPUDIATION
1. Violating faith or allegiance
2. The act of dancing
3. Being trampled under foot, as in a

stampede
4. A governing by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
THIONIC

1. Containing or derived from sulfer
2. Shaped like the seed of a gourd
3. Artistically suited for show or dis-

play
4. Expressing great thanks; formerly

used to express thankfulness with sur-
prise

Dem. Criticism of GOP Is Difference
Between Pol. Parties in Fanwood

Promises Made, Promises Kept:
Thank You Mr. Mayor

We Must Reopen Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plf.

Dangerous Crosswalk Planned
For Highland Avenue

New Highland Avenue
Crosswalk Is Unsafe

We are extremely concerned about the
safety of the proposed crosswalk at the
intersection of Highland Avenue and
Sinclair Avenue. I have lived in this neigh-
borhood for 11 years and my children
walk to school this way every day. I’m
shocked that the town is considering the
addition of a sidewalk at this very inter-
section. At present, it is clearly a hazard-
ous intersection with obstructed
views...and the town wants to make this
situation even worse?

Why can’t the crosswalk be added to
another available corner, one that doesn’t
contain a person’s driveway less than 24
inches away from the crosswalk, or at
another corner where the telephone pole
doesn’t have to be moved just to accom-
modate the proposed crosswalk? There
are several other options available that
prove to be a better choice, such as the
corner of Alden to Highland, Birch to
Highland and Colonial to Highland. It
doesn’t make sense to add a crosswalk to
an already congested intersection where
people pulling out of their driveway dur-
ing the school rush hour already have an
obstructed three-point view of vehicle
and pedestrian traffic.

We strongly oppose this planned cross-
walk and find it ironic that a “Public
Safety, Transportation” and Parking Com-
mittee would approve of such a decision.
How would the people in this committee
feel if their children were made to use this
crosswalk to get to and from school?

Jill Miller
Westfield

In response to Jack Molenaar’s letter
published on October 1, he may be cor-
rect that there is a difference between the
two parties in Fanwood. Mr. Molenaar is
quick to criticize the Republican council
candidates for short quotes in the local
press. He also “ventures to guess” that
they are not familiar with the borough
budget. Perhaps he will be more enlight-
ened when he reads the interview pub-
lished in the October 1 issue of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times.

His criticism is a point of difference
between our two parties. We Republicans
are not out to attack the Democratic can-
didates for the borough council. In fact,
we appreciate the time and service our
neighbors have given to the community.
And we very much appreciate the time
and effort of our candidates, Bob Manduca
and Mike Szuch, provide to the voters
[and give voters] a choice in the Novem-
ber election. There are a number of other
communities in Union County that do not

have competitive elections. Fanwood does
not want to become like them.

Bob, Mike, and Nicole Cole, our can-
didate for freeholder, are versed on
Fanwood’s increasing taxes and growing
debt, the concerns raised by the Citizens’
Budget Committee, and the cuts in fund-
ing for our town and school district by
Governor Jon Corzine.

But more importantly, they are aware
of the concerns of working families and
retirees who are now struggling with the
economy and increasing taxes from the
local, county and state levels of govern-
ment. Our neighbors are very concerned
about their financial ability to stay in a
small town where they enjoy safe neigh-
borhoods, good schools and friendly com-
munity organizations. That awareness is
the defining difference between our two
parties.

Joe Britt
Fanwood GOP Chairman

Recently there have been some articles
written to the editor that have been both
critical and disparaging of our mayor and
his leadership of our town. It has been
disheartening to read such things said
about a mayor who has worked so hard
for our town and who has such a passion
for the betterment of our community.

During this mayor’s term, Westfield
has enjoyed the benefits of continuous
improvements, a downtown which is the
envy of many others, and a place to raise
a family that is both safe and has a strong
sense of community. I am thankful to be
living here and raising our family here in
Westfield.

 During the past few years, our coun-
try, state and town have been feeling the
effects of an economic downturn. State
funding has been diminished, budgets
have been cut, and tough decisions have
been made to “make do with less.”
Westfield has been impacted by this un-
fortunate set of circumstances, and the
town was forced to cut the municipal
work force by 10 percent. Despite this
decline in manpower, we residents have
not seen any palpable decrease in our
services. This is the result of strong man-
agement on the part of the town leaders.
In addition, Westfield enjoys a AAA bond
rating, the most stellar grade that a town
can receive, obviously reflective of pru-
dent financial management and fiscal re-
sponsibility. I would like to thank our
mayor for keeping his promise of keeping
our town in excellent financial condition.

In addition, have you noticed the beau-
tification that our town has undergone
during the past few years? The parking lot
behind Trader Joe’s was refurbished, the

area of Central Avenue and South Av-
enue have undergone vast improvements,
and the South Side train station sidewalks
are being redone presently. The town of
Westfield has become more beautiful and
desirable to live since this mayor has
stepped into office. I would like to thank
our mayor for keeping the promise of
keeping our community beautiful.

Finally, traffic safety has been a con-
cern of our community in recent years.
During this mayor’s term, we have seen
an increase in traffic lights and a larger
police presence in areas, which have
proven dangerous to pedestrians. The
overall result is an improved traffic safety
record, which of course is a comfort to all
town residents. Thank you mayor for
helping to make our town feel more safe.

The job of mayor requires a lot of time
and sacrifice. While it must be rewarding
in many ways, it calls for many hours
dedicated to the needs of the people whom
he serves. This mayor has always had an
open door policy (if you want to speak to
him, he has hours every Saturday morn-
ing). He is easily accessible, deeply car-
ing and devoted to the interests of
Westfield.

While some of the processes involved
with doing this job have been criticized, I
think it is important to focus on the out-
come of the efforts expended. At the end
of the day, I think many of us agree that
our town is a more desirable place to live
than it has ever been, and for that I am
thankful to you Mr. Mayor. I am glad that
you have kept your promises to the town
of Westfield.

Catherine Clifford
Westfield

Plainfield is fast becoming another city
like Irvington that had its hospital closed.
Now that the Irvington General property
is being offered to developers, the poten-
tial buyer has suggested housing a so-
called children’s safety village, and pos-
sibly a hotel. There are rumors in the
community that Solaris Heath Systems
will close the Plainfield emergency room
as early as 2011 (five employees from
radiology, two from daycare and two
from homecare were let go on September
28.) Their Certificate of Need states that
the satellite emergency room shall re-
main in operation for a minimum of five
years.

This might not happen since Solaris
continues to remove programs and equip-
ment from Muhlenberg to the John F.
Kennedy Hospital in Edison — most re-
cently mammography and MRI. Solaris
has a lot of political capital and its execu-
tives have made large contributions to the
Democratic Party and various state as-
semblymen and state senators.

I am a lifelong Democrat and fear that
as long as the Corzine Administration
remains in power, it will be very difficult
to restore an acute care hospital in
Plainfield. Mr. Christie has been publicly
silent on the matter. The governor has a
health commissioner who closed the hos-
pital in spite of substantial evidence to the
contrary. The state attorney general stood
on the sidelines and did not even question
the closing of a nonprofit hospital that
serviced 13 communities and was

Plainfield’s largest employer.
My research indicates that the attorney

general in most states is the director and
protector of charitable organizations. In
Connecticut, the attorney general inter-
vened when the hospital trustees voted to
close in-patient care and lay off related
medical support staff. In California, the
court held that the Queen of Angel Hos-
pital could not abandon the operation of
the hospital business in favor of clinics
and must continue to operate as a full-
service hospital.

Governor Corzine: are my fears
bonified? What actions do you plan to
take to restore hospitals in minority com-
munities? Now is the time to address this
issue.

If Governor Corzine wants businesses
to hire the unemployed he should reopen
most of the nine New Jersey hospitals that
were closed during his administration.
Generally, a hospital employs over 9,000
employees. With the pending state and
local elections, we need to be careful of
politicians that accept the fact that hospi-
tals are closing at a high rate in this nation.
We must hold all political candidates to a
higher standard.

Plainfield needs an acute care hospital!
We need to know what actions will be
taken by the candidate(s) to see that this
crucial goal is achieved. What is his or her
vision? Anything short on details should
not be accepted by the electorate.

John Gostel
Edison

The town of Westfield is installing a
crosswalk at the intersection of Highland
Avenue and Sinclair Avenue. This will
primarily be used by children walking to
Franklin Elementary School. As the par-
ents of three children, we applaud the
town’s effort to make the walk to school
as safe as possible. However, the pro-
posed location of the crosswalk is unsafe
and could have tragic consequences.

Our driveway backs directly into the
new crosswalk area, creating a poten-
tially dangerous situation. Making mat-
ters even more hazardous, a utility pole is
being relocated adjacent to our driveway
to accommodate the crosswalk at a cost of
approximately $4,000 to the town. The
new utility pole will greatly obstruct vis-
ibility into the crosswalk. Consequently,
a driver exiting our driveway will have to
back into the crosswalk and at the same
time will only be able to see part of it.
What if a child is in the blind spot?

We have brought these issues to the
attention of Mark Ciarroca, chair, Public
Safety, Transportation and Parking Com-
mittee, and Kris McAloon, town engi-
neer, as well as the mayor and town
council, and we have suggested alterna-
tive locations, which also abut our prop-
erty. The response we continue to receive
is that the proposed crosswalk is the most
direct route to Franklin School and that
the Public Safety Committee has reviewed
the location and the project will proceed
as planned. However, putting children in
harm’s way so they can get to school
more efficiently makes no sense. Anyone
looking at the photos of the location could
not possibly agree that this is an appropri-
ate location, especially given the busy
Sinclair intersection. For the safety of our

children, please e-mail Mr. Ciarroca
(mciarrocca@westfieldnj.gov) and Mr.
McAloon (engineer@westfieldnj.gov)
and ask them to reconsider the place-
ment of the crosswalk.

It is also important to note that not a
single member of the Public Safety Com-
mittee attempted to back out of our drive-
way into the crosswalk with the obstructed
view in place during the safety review
process. Declaring the crosswalk safe
based on roadside site visits or a driving
test without an obstructed view is incom-
plete and irresponsible. On October 1, we
requested that the mayor and town coun-
cil try to back out of our driveway at 8:30
a.m. on a school day with the view ob-
structed (the pole will be even larger than
the rake in the photo) and while navigat-
ing approaching traffic from three direc-
tions and see if they can avoid hitting a
child in the crosswalk.

If the point of the crosswalk is to
increase safety, why place it in the path
of an active driveway with limited vis-
ibility and in the middle of a busy inter-
section? It would be much safer to place
crosswalks at the intersections of Alden/
Highland Avenue and Colonial/High-
land Avenue.

The photos can be viewed at:
goleader.com/services/photos/09sep30-
wf-Highland-Crosswalk. The new util-
ity pole will be placed where the in-
verted rake is in the photo.

Karen and Brian Karnofsky
Westfield

Parent Impressed By
Park Middle Teachers
I’d like to comment on a recent, very

positive experience, I had attending “back
to school night” at Park Middle School.
My wife and I attended and split up our
duties: Phyllis took Alex’s schedule and
I took Micayla’s. I made my way around
the school only getting lost once. I con-
tinue to be impressed with the quality of
the teachers and the administration at
Park. Each teacher worked quickly
through the 10-minute time allocated for
each class.

I could see the passion they had for
teaching and the genuine interest they had
for our students. Prior to attending the
classes, Mrs. Rebimbas, Park’s Principal,
met us in the overflowing auditorium. I
could see that she is an effective leader
who the students and parents respect. I
even enjoyed the brief PTA meeting! I
was also impressed with the amount of
parents that were there working through
their schedules. It was fun to catch up
with friends between classes.

I walked out of Park Middle School
with Phyllis and thought how fortunate to
live in a community with excellent teach-
ers and caring parents.

Al Mirabella
Fanwood

Note to Candidates
And the Voting Public
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times invite all candi-
dates to submit letters to the editor each
week on their views and to provide up-
dated photos and biographies for the
website and the newspaper. Please sub-
mit by e-mail to editor@goleader.com.

The public is invited to submit their
comments and letters. Please see
goleader.com/09election.

The Annual Candidate Forums spon-
sored by the League of Women Voters
and the newspaper will be held in
Westfield, Scotch Plains and Fanwood at
the respective municipal buildings. Send
your questions in now to be asked of the
candidates to editor@goleader.com.

The Westfield Candidates Forum will
be held on the evening of Monday, Octo-
ber 19. The Scotch Plains Candidates
Forum will be held on Thursday evening,
October 22. The Fanwood event is cur-
rently being scheduled.

Be informed and vote. Election Day is
Tuesday, November 3. The annual pre-
election edition of the newspaper will be
Thursday, October 29.

The forum for Union County candi-
dates will be held on Thursday, October
22, at the Cranford Municipal Building.

More letters on page 5

Mountainside Residents Must Use Special Care
Walking, Bicycling and Jogging on the Streets

Earlier this month, a Mountainside resi-
dent was hit and killed on New Provi-
dence Road by a vehicle driven by an-
other Mountainside resident. This tragic
event affects everyone in our small com-
munity, where adults and children are
constantly on the move and which, apart
from the town center and by Deerfield
School, has no sidewalks and many of the
streets are narrow, unlined and unlit.

At any time, day and night, people
share the streets with cars and trucks,
and pedestrians, cyclists and drivers
should remember to use some common
sense and remember some basic rules
of the road. Pedestrians should walk or
jog against oncoming traffic, so that
even when talking on a cell phone,

listening to an iPod, or watching the
dog sniff a telephone pole, moving ve-
hicles can be seen, not just heard or
sensed. People should also wear light-
colored clothing – black or blue is not a
good choice, even in the twilight hours
– and maybe a flashlight would be a
safer hand-held device for protection
against both cars and raccoons. And
walking or jogging in line is preferable
to being side-by-side.

Bicycle riders should ride on the right
side of the street with other vehicular
traffic and bikes should have a head-
light and rear reflectors. Just like pe-
destrians traveling together, riding in
line is a good idea, too, as is wearing
light-colored clothing.

Most of Mountainside’s streets have
25 mile-per-hour speed limits and drivers
should obey the law. Our roads are barely
wide enough for two cars; parking nar-
rows the available space even further and
it’s worse if trucks line the curbs, so cars
and trucks weave back and forth across
the street. Especially during the early
morning and twilight hours, headlights,
and taillights too should be on so that
vehicles can see and be seen.

Sometimes, unfortunate reminders of
human fragility can be a silver-lined cloud
if we all remember to look out for each
other, both physically and metaphorically.

Rich Schmedel
Mountainside

Election Day Voting Should Be in
Person, Not By Mail or ACORN

In June, Governor Jon Corzine signed into law the
nation’s first Vote by Mail system. The system
includes an option to select to have ballots mailed
for one calendar year – and even more, for all future
General Elections. The county board of elections
would then be required to mail a ballot to the voter
without the need for any further requests.

There has always been an absentee voting system
in place for American citizens serving overseas in
our military, as well as the elderly, out-
of-state students and others who know
they will be out of town for an election.
No one ever disputed the use of these
ballots. But everyone who is able to get
to the polls should do so. That is why
our Democracy works.

Why has our state government de-
cided that going to the polls is no
longer necessary? Voting in person best
assures the vote has been cast – and,
more likely, by the right and eligible
person. We think it keeps voter fraud
from propagating. It also guards against
the dead from voting – a higher risk
with the General Election as it follows
closely after Halloween each year.

Are we to turn our election system over to the
hands of absentees, couriers, surrogates, perhaps
next, the Internet? Laws had only recently been
changed to no longer require a reason when apply-
ing for an absentee ballot. Why the rush to overhaul
the system? Is this an effort to end in-person voting
all together?

According to the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, 11,517 people voted by absentee ballot in the
2008 General Election, out of 223,000 total votes
cast; 741 did so in this April’s school elections, out
of 33,769 total votes, and 1,219 submitted absentee
ballots for the June 2009 Primary Election out of
33,157 total votes. Thus far, the county has received
927 ballots for this November’s General Election.

The state is promoting the change to Vote by Mail
by saying, “It’s convenient and easier than ever.”
What was so hard about getting to the local polling
places? New Jersey even changed the poll hours a
few years ago to open at 6 a.m., an hour earlier, to
accommodate commuters.

We no longer allow New Jerseyans to renew their
driver licenses by mail because of concern for
identity fraud. Why are we allowing, and promoting
it, for something so important as voting? And why
is identification not required to vote in this state?

Yesterday, New Jersey Secretary of State Nina

Mitchell Wells, New Jersey Division of Elections
Director Robert Giles and NJ Transit Executive
Director Richard Sarles held a press conference at
Newark Penn Station (after press deadline for this
newspaper) entitled “Vote by Mail Education and
Outreach.” Applications were to be distributed as a
“seat drop” on NJ Transit commuter trains. In
addition, Division of Elections staff were to assist
commuters with voter registration and Vote by Mail

applications.
In our opinion, the Vote by Mail sys-

tem brings up the possibility of in-
creased voter fraud. New Jersey has
already witnessed a number of voter
fraud cases this year alone. Roselle
Council President Jamel Holley is fac-
ing charges that he illegally filled out a
portion of the absentee ballots for vot-
ers in the 2006 Democratic Primary for
borough council. Also in Roselle, a
voter, Marc Baltimore, was charged
with attempting to vote by absentee and
then in person in the June 2009 Primary
Election. Mr. Baltimore was attempt-
ing to capture a council seat by waging
a write-in campaign against an incum-

bent councilwoman. Mr. Holley has refused to
resign from his council seat.

In Essex County, the prosecutor’s office and state
investigators have charged a half-dozen persons
with submitting fraudulent absentee ballots on be-
half of state Senator Teresa Ruiz (D-Essex) in the
November 2007 General Election. Campaign work-
ers, as well as Essex County employees, have been
charged. And in Atlantic City, 14 persons have been
indicted on charges that they tampered with absen-
tee ballots in the 2009 Atlantic City mayoral Pri-
mary contest by filling out ballots for residents who
said they never voted.

And then there is the councilwoman in Jersey
City who claims she is a resident of Florida on her
tax filing. Where does she vote, and how often?

Not to be forgotten, there is ACORN (the Asso-
ciation of Community Organizations for Reform
Now), where workers from around the nation have
been charged over the past couple of years with
fraud in the registration of new voters.

We would like to see all registered voters cast
their ballots on Election Day in person at the polling
places, if at all possible. It appears the state no
longer feels that is necessary.

We resent the government spending your money
and ours in promoting this misguided revision.


