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Don’t let your energy costs
stack up this winter.

Protect your heating oil price without 
paying enrollment or sign-up fees.

Additional terms and conditions may apply. ©2009 Petro. P_09376

Switch to Petro and see why more people choose us as their total 
home comfort provider over any other heating oil company. 

Call today! 866.254.7645
petro.com

 

Day ���� Evening ���� Saturday Appointments
Most�Insurance�Plans�Accepted�����Interest�Free�Financing�����Flexible�Payments�Options�

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

908-322-7800 
567 Park Ave ���� Scotch Plains NJ

BACK TO SCHOOL SAVINGS! 
WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 10/31/09 wl 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 expires 10/31/09 WL 

The Law Offices of

Francis M. Smith, esq.
The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case

PERSONAL INJURY = PERSONAL ATTENTION

Over 25 Years of
Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls • Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines • Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents • Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries • Serious Burns & Scars

Nursing Home Abuse

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ

www.franksmithlaw.com

908-233-5800
No Fee If No Recovery •Call For A Free Consultation:

Assemblywoman Munoz: Jessica’s
Law Needs to Be Passed in NJ

SUMMIT — With the news that con-
victed killer John Couey died last week
while awaiting execution for the kid-
napping, rape and murder of nine-year-
old Jessica Lunsford in Florida, Asw.
Nancy Munoz called for the New Jersey
Legislature to pass Bill 1719 aimed to
protect children from sexual predators.

Mrs. Munoz is a prime sponsor of
legislation that would increase crimi-
nal penalties on those who commit
sex crimes against minors and those
who provide shelter for such an of-
fender. The bill unanimously passed

the Assembly Judiciary Committee in
June and was subsequently referred to
the Appropriations Committee.

“New Jersey’s children should not
have to wait for pedophiles to die in
prison in order to be protected,” Mrs.
Munoz said. “The Jessica Lunsford
legislation needs immediate consider-
ation when the Legislature returns in
the fall. One of society’s primary re-
sponsibilities is to protect and defend
its children. With such widespread sup-
port from my colleagues, there is no
excuse for this bill to languish.”

Couey was arrested and charged in
2005. He was convicted in 2007 con-
viction, she said.

Mrs. Munoz’ late husband, Eric,
had originally introduced the bill after
learning the details of Jessica
Lunsford’s death. He accompanied
Mr. Lunsford in New Jersey when he
advocated for the legislation.

Mrs. Munoz said, “I intend to vig-
orously pursue this legislation until it
becomes law. The time to act is now.”

House OKs Funding for
Flood Feasibility Study

CRANFORD — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) has announced that the House of
Representatives has given its final ap-
proval of legislation that includes his re-
quest for $238,000 to help fund a feasibil-
ity study by the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers that would help determine the
best course of action to help Cranford
meet its flood control needs.

Mr. Lance said the U.S. Senate is ex-
pected to give its final approval for
Cranford’s funding later this week and
the legislation will then be sent to Presi-
dent Barack Obama to sign.

“Over the years, Cranford residents
have seen severe flooding that has devas-
tated their homes, businesses, municipal
facilities and public infrastructure,” Mr.
Lance said. “I recognize this is a long-
term project, but it is critical that the
Army Corps of Engineers move forward
with this study so that the project can
move on [to] the next phase. The citizens
of Cranford can’t afford to wait for an-
other flood.”

“Cranford citizens are very concerned
about how another devastating flood
would impact their homes and busi-
nesses,” Cranford Mayor David Robinson
said. “We are working vigorously to make
improvements that would help protect the
town in the event of another significant

flood, like the 2007 Nor’easter.”
According to Army Corps officials,

the feasibility study is the first step in long
process to determine the kindsof  flood
control measures needed to help Cranford
with its flood control needs. The project,
which was started in 1999, was a direct
response to local concerns regarding
flooding in the township.  The funds
would be used to continue the feasibility
phase of the study, including conducting
an engineering analysis of the existing
dike system, along with economic, hy-
draulic and environmental analyses to
establish baseline conditions in the
Rahway River.

WFGOP Release: Skibitsky for Mayor

Traffic Safety: A Top Priority
With the highest student enrollment

in 30 years and over 6,000 school age
children, car traffic and pedestrian
safety will remain among my top pri-
orities in my next term. Over the past
four years, I have worked with my
colleagues on the town council, resi-
dents and the police department to
address this important issue on several
fronts. The results have been extremely
encouraging.

Early in my administration, the Citi-
zens Traffic Safety Advisory Com-
mittee brought a concentrated effort
to particular neighborhoods with spe-
cific traffic concerns. The process of
involving residents ensured that the
issue of traffic safety was not ad-
dressed in a vacuum. Residents who
live near “traffic hot spots” were asked
for ideas on how best to deal with car
and pedestrian issues affecting their
neighborhood. The committee has ad-
dressed traffic issues in many of our
neighborhoods, from Doris Parkway,
Boulevard and Mountain Avenue to
the Jefferson and McKinley School
areas. Each area was investigated and
vetted with the town’s traffic consult-
ant. In the end, many solutions that
were implemented have been effec-
tive, inexpensive and consistent with
the character of the neighborhood.

To improve vehicular traffic and
safety, the Central Avenue corridor
project has begun. This is an impor-
tant project that will be funded in part

by the New Jersey Department of
Transportation’s county aid fund.
These changes include the addition
of a crosswalk and traffic light at
Central Avenue and Clover Street;
additional re-striping of pedestrian
crosswalks and curb areas; the addi-
tion of a left-hand turn signal at the
intersection of South Avenue, while
heading north on Central. The traffic
lights at Grove Street, Park Street and
South Avenue will also be timed to
ensure a smooth flow of traffic and
provide necessary gaps.

Police presence has also been in-
creased and more efficient enforce-
ment measures have been imple-
mented to respond to those who dis-
regard the speed limit. Our municipal
court sessions have increased during
my term, largely due to the increase
in the number of moving violations
issued. The visibility of Westfield
police officers has also been stepped
up at certain areas in town. The more
police presence heightens awareness
and serves as a reminder to the citi-
zens that the officers are there for
their safety and the safety of their
children.

If re-elected as mayor I will con-
tinue to enhance traffic and pedes-
trian safety in Westfield. I welcome
your comments or suggestions con-
cerning this very important topic.
Please feel free to e-mail me at
mayor@westfieldnj.gov.

GETTING THE KIDS’ VOTE…Westfield Fourth Ward Town Council candidate
Keith Loughlin speaks with students and their parents outside of McKinley School.

www.goleader.com/09election
GARWOOD ISSUES...Garwood Democratic Councilman Keith Sluka, right,
and Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio discuss the issues for their re-election with
assignment editor Paul Peyton of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times last week. See the video of the interview at goleader.com/video.

MS P.A.L. to Hold
Cop-Trot, Tot-Trot

MOUNTAINSIDE — The 10th an-
nual Mountainside P.A.L. 5K Cop-Trot/
Tot-Trot will be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 17, at the Deerfield School, located at
302 Central Avenue in Mountainside.
Registration begins at 8 a.m. The 5K
walk/run will kick-off with a children’s
Tot-Trot for ages six and under  at 8:30
a.m. followed by the 5K run/walk at 9
a.m.  For more information, visit
mountainsidepal.com or call (908) 415-
0222.

Laurence Rickles

SUMMIT — The Overlook Hos-
pital Foundation Board of Trustees
has appointed Laurence
Rickles of Westfield to a
three-year term on the
foundation board.

“We are delighted to
welcome Mr. Rickles to
the foundation board,”
commented Chairman
Gerald J. Glasser, Ph.D.,
also of Westfield. “His
depth of experience in
trademark and copyright
law on behalf of con-
sumer health products,
medical devices and
pharmaceutical companies will be
an asset to the collective talents of
our board members as we guide Over-
look into the future.”

 Mr. Rickles is Associate Trade-
mark Counsel at Johnson and
Johnson, where he has worked in the
Trademark Law Department since

Laurence Rickles Named to
Overlook Foundation Board

1995. Prior to joining Johnson and
Johnson, Mr. Rickles was an intellec-

tual property associate at
Fross Zelnick Lehrman
and Zissu, P.C. and a liti-
gation associate at
Simpson Thacher and
Bartlett. He is a frequent
speaker on the topics of
trademark and copyright
matters.

Mr. Rickles received
his law degree from
Harvard and his bachelor
of arts degree in political
science from Johns
Hopkins University.

 Mr. Rickles and his wife, Michele,
have two children.

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds for state-of-the-art equip-
ment and for special programs to help
Overlook remain on the forefront of
medical care. All gifts to the founda-
tion are tax deductible.

www.goleader.com/09election
WESTFIELD ELECTIONS...Democratic candidates for town council, pictured,
left to right, newcomer Janice Siegel and incumbents David Haas and Tom
Bigosinski, for wards 1, 3 and 4, respectively, sat down for a videotaped interview
with editor Michael Pollack of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times on September 25. See the video of the interview at goleader.com/video.

Ground Breaking Held
For Rahway Agency

RAHWAY – The Motor Vehicle Com-
mission (MVC) held a ground breaking
last month for facility and service im-
provements for its Rahway agency.The
MVC  is patterning the facility after its
locations in Freehold and Flemington.


