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POLICE BLOTTER

Annual savings based on information reported nationally by new Allstate auto customers for policies written in 2007. 
Actual savings will vary.
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Save even more than before with Allstate.

Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $353 a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first.  You
could be surprised by how much you’ll save.

NELSON C. ESPELAND, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

The Espeland Group
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

Westfield
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

the 300 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while it
was parked on the 800 block of Rahway
Avenue. There were multiple long
scratches on the passenger side door panel,
possibly caused by a key. The dollar
amount of the damage was unknown.

Thursday, October 1, officials at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue
located a fire in a garbage can inside a
bathroom. Police and fire department
personnel responded to the scene. The
garbage can was removed from the build-
ing and the fire was extinguished. The
school was evacuated without incident.
The matter remains under investigation.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 1100 block of
Prospect Street was burglarized while
parked in the owner’s driveway. The inci-
dent occurred between 9 p.m. on October
1 and 8 a.m. on October 2. Thirty lottery
tickets were stolen from the vehicle. The
case was forwarded to the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the
1200 block of Prospect Street reported a
motor vehicle burglary. Approximately
$2 in change was taken from the vehicle.
The incident occurred between 10 p.m.
on October 1 and 9 a.m. on October 2. The
case was referred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, three residents of
the 300 block of Woods End Road re-
ported motor vehicle burglaries that oc-
curred between October 1 and October 2.
The vehicles all were parked and un-
locked in their owners’ driveways. At the
time the reports were made, nothing was
reported stolen from any of the vehicles.
The cases were forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 100 block of
Madison Avenue was reported burglar-
ized between October 1 and October 2.
The incident occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Nothing was reported stolen at the time
the report was made. The case was re-
ferred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, James Ball, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Chatham criminal warrant for $250. Ball
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, October 3, two male juve-
niles were arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop
at Summit Avenue and Grove Street. The
two were later released to their parents
pending formal charges.

Sunday, October 4, Izabel Marques, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West South
Avenue and Crossway Place. She was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug without a prescription.
Marques also was processed and posted
bail of $1,064 on an outstanding Bound
Brook traffic warrant. She was released
with a summons on the Westfield charge.

Monday, October 5, Sundre
Strowbridge, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $500.
Strowbridge was processed and released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 29, Emmanuel

Geah, 34, of Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 29, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, causing approximately
$75 worth of damage.

Tuesday, September 29, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run incident that oc-
curred on Martine Avenue, in which a
motor vehicle struck the rear of another
vehicle that was legally parked and then
fled the scene.

Thursday, October 1, Peter Longson,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, October 2, Quyana Biggins,
27, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, Shuranda Spen-
cer, 39, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that he left his
bicycle, valued at $800, in front of a Park
Avenue store and that upon his return it
was gone.

Saturday, October 3, Stanley Gumbs,
22, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police were
called to a Park Avenue bank. According
to police, Gumbs was witnessed yelling
obscenities and ripping up papers, and
refused to calm down and leave the bank
lobby. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

Timber Line Road reported that her credit
card company called to inform her that
several suspicious charges had been made
to her credit card in Nicaragua. Accord-
ing to police, the victim has never been to
Nicaragua and did not authorize the pur-
chases. The card was cancelled at her
request.

Wednesday, September 30, a resident
of Orchard Road reported that she had
marked her property line with stakes and
string so that she could trim tree branches
that were hanging from her neighbor’s
tree onto her property. According to po-
lice, when the victim returned after being
away for a few days she found that the
stakes and string, along with a pumpkin
lawn decoration, had all been thrown in
her compost pile.

Wednesday, September 30, Obruche
Akporotu, 27, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license.

Thursday, October 1, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that he had re-

ceived suspicious telephone calls regard-
ing a UPS delivery. According to police,
the caller indicated to the victim that he
had a package for him and questioned if
he would be home at 9 a.m. the following
morning. The caller stated that he had
$1.5 million to deliver to the victim and
that he was calling from a UPS location in
California, police said. When police in-
vestigated the number the suspect was
calling from, it was determined to be a
number originating in Jamaica, authori-
ties reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
had entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and rummaged
through his belongings. According to
police, the victim was uncertain at that
time if the vehicle was locked and if
anything was missing.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that her bank had called her
to inform her that someone had contacted
the bank in order to get personal informa-
tion about the victim. According to po-
lice, upon further investigation, it was
determined that someone had made sev-
eral unauthorized withdrawls from her
checking and savings accounts, totaling
$1,800, and ordered a new debit card in
her name to be delivered to an address in
Springfield Gardens, N.Y. A fraudulent
credit card also was opened using her
name and a pending cash advance from
the card in the amount of $9,500 was to be
deposited in her checking account, au-
thorities reported. The bank issued a freeze
on all of her accounts and the incident is
under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 2, an officer noticed a
white male looking into the window of a
residence on Standish Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the individual stated that he
owed the homeowner $1,000 and wanted
to see if she was home so he could pay her
back. A subsequent investigation revealed
that the homeowner had previously filed
a stalking report concerning the individual.
Police advised him that he was trespass-
ing, and that if there was a repeat occur-
rence he would be charged accordingly.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that she received an e-mail
from her credit card company requesting
personal information. According to po-
lice, she provided the information, and
was later advised by the company that her
log-in information and password had been
changed. The victim contacted the bank
by telephone and was told a $1,000 trans-
fer was pending that the victim stated she
did not authorize, police said. The credit
card was cancelled and the incident is
under investigation, authorities reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
rummaged through her motor vehicle and
emptied the items from her glove box
onto the floor. According to police, there
were no signs of forced entry and it is
uncertain if anything was removed from
the vehicle.

Friday, October 2, police responded to
an incident that occurred in the commuter
parking lot behind the library. According
to police, a resident who parked her motor
vehicle in the lot returned after dark to
find grass clippings and leaves on her
vehicle. The victim was concerned that a
branch had fallen on her vehicle, and due
to insufficient light could not determine if
there was any damage to her vehicle,
police said.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
removed his daughter’s iPod touch from
her motor vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
glove compartment of her vehicle had
been rummaged through.

Saturday, October 3, a bicycle was
found behind Deerfield School and was
taken to police headquarters, where it was
tagged and put into storage.

Sunday, October 4, a resident of Sunny
Slope Drive reported that while driving
on her street, a nut fell from a tree and
cracked her windshield.

Fanwood
Thursday, September 24, Luise A.

Zambarno, Jr., 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Roselle and Newark. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, September 24, Danielle B.
Vandam, 19, of Dunellen was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
South Plainfield. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Erica L. Brown,
32, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
LaGrande Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Dunellen. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Jeffrey L. Koeck,
Jr., 29, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of Lake-
wood. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Tamir I. Ali,
28, of South Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Hillside. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, September 28, Justin V.
Posyton, 26, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the 300
block of Midway Avenue reported that
sometime between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
someone kicked in a door to his residence
and removed multiple televisions, com-
puters, jewelry and other items.

Friday, October 2, Jennifer Nacius, 21,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Sayreville after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 3, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported that he locked his bicycle,
valued at $350, at the south side train
station at 10:45 a.m. and when he re-
turned at 2 a.m. on Sunday, October 4,
someone had cut the lock and removed
the bicycle.

Sunday, October 4, a vendor at the
street fair reported that a female shop-
lifted a jewelry box, valued at $20, from
his stand at the fair.

Monday, October 5, James P. Lodi, 46,
of Bayside, N.Y. was arrested following
a field investigation on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

HEATLHCARE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS...Tuesday, Congressman Leonard
Lance (NJ-7) discussed healthcare with approximately 150 students at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. During the visit, Lance discussed his views on
healthcare and the current healthcare proposals in Congress and he answered
questions from students.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EVERYONE FIGHTS THE BATTLE...Hundreds of families, friends, support-
ers and volunteers assemble on the grounds of the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield prior to the Light the Night walk in Westfield on Saturday. The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society hope to find a cure and improve the lives of
patients through money raised during the event.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GO RAIDERS...Raider gymnasts competed in the Cougar Invitational gymnas-
tics meet on October 2 at Cranford High School. Pictured, left to right, are: Raider
gymnasts, Freshman Alex Peluso and Seniors Gina Pelosi, Jessica Colineri and
Lindsay Robinson. The Raiders came in fourth place.

Fanwood Participates In
‘Brakes on Fatalities Day’

FANWOOD — Motorists in New
Jersey and throughout the nation are
asked to join a day-long effort this
Saturday, October 10, designed to
increase awareness about safe driv-
ing behaviors and keep the state’s
roadways fatality free for one day.

Known as “Put The Brakes On Fa-
talities Day,” the national initiative
was designed to unite the country in
moving toward zero fatalities for one
full day by encouraging motorists to
obey all traffic laws, including buck-
ling up, driving the posted speed limit,
avoiding distractions while driving
and to always be safe and sober be-
hind the wheel. Last year in New
Jersey, 591 individuals lost their lives
in motor vehicle-related crashes. This
number represents a 19 percent de-
cline from the previous year; and also
marks the lowest number of recorded
motor vehicle deaths in the state since
1948.

“Clearly, this effort will go a long
way in our continuing efforts to stem
the tide of tragedies that occur every
day on New Jersey’s roadways,”
Fanwood Police Lieutenant Richard
Trigo said. “Shining the spotlight on
this one day can help create a
groundswell of support for safe driv-
ing practices that can carry over
throughout the year.”

Like last year, police departments
throughout the state will once again
be asked to report crash information
(total crashes, injuries crashes and
fatalities) for October 10 to the Divi-
sion of Highway Traffic Safety. The
division will post this information on
its website and distribute it to the
media.

Approximately 66 percent of the
496 police agencies in the state, as

well as the State Police reported its
crash data to the division following
last year’s “Put The Brakes On Fatali-
ties Day.” A total of 1,065 crashes
took place in New Jersey on that day,
resulting in 201 injuries and two fa-
talities.

‘“Put The Brakes On Fatalities Day’
not only raises awareness about the
individual responsibility we have for
our driving behaviors, but also en-
gages drivers in making positive
changes behind the wheel every day
of the year,” Lt. Trigo said. For more
information, visit
brakesonfatalities.org.

She stated that a defined contribution
plan is now in place for new hires and
part-time employees, as opposed to a
defined benefits plan, and that the
contribution level has increased.

The candidate also described a
misperception about the pension pro-
gram – that an individual need only
work for the state a short time in order
to be eligible for a generous pension.
“The average state worker, to secure
a pension based on their best three
years, has to be there for 25 years and
has to contribute to it,” she said.

“We really need to look at the whole
structure; the whole system,” Asm.
Green said in terms of work still to be
done on the pension system. “I think
what we have put in place when new
employees come in is totally different.”

“The majority of people [state
workers] are somewhat grandfathered
in. If you’re a year away from 25
years, I would really feel bad that we
want to change the rules at that par-
ticular time, but we’re definitely go-
ing to have to change the rules in
terms of pensions and how we basi-
cally allow people to come in and get
a decent pension without crippling
society,” he added.

Both candidates also strongly felt
healthcare was a pivotal issue. The
decision by Solaris Health Care in
2008 to close Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield – citing
a multi-million-dollar deficit that
Solaris blamed on insufficient state
reimbursement for charity care for
the uninsured – was seen by Asw.
Stender and Asm. Green as indicative
of a state-wide problem.

Asm. Green, who created a task
force to address the closing of
Muhlenberg and its impact on pa-
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Asw. Stender, Asm. Green

goals for the business community.
“One thing we failed to do up to now,”
he told The Times, is that “everyone
had their own opinion, but there wasn’t
a cohesive thought or plan” regarding
how best to revitalize the business
district.

With the shared services commit-
tee in the final months of its yearlong
study of possible avenues of coopera-
tion between Scotch Plains and
Fanwood, Mr. Bratti said he is look-
ing forward to seeing the actual rec-
ommendations. Once they are made
public, “I’d like to see people put
their own interest aside” and “move
forward on something that makes
sense” for both towns, he said.

The full interview with Mr. Bratti
can be viewed on video at
goleader.com.

Volunteer Nominations
Due October 16

SCOTCH PLAINS – Nominations
for the Scotch Plains Volunteers of
the Year and Volunteer Organizations
of the Year are being accepted at the
Scotch Plains Recreation Department
until Friday, October 16.

Members of the community are
encouraged to nominate those indi-
viduals and groups who have dis-
played extraordinary community ser-
vice. The recipients of these awards
will be recognized at the 19th annual
Mayor’s Charity Gala on December
4. The categories for awards are as
follows: Male Volunteer of the Year;
Female Volunteer of the Year, and
Volunteer Organization of the Year.

Nomination forms can be picked
up in the Scotch Plains Recreation
Department, located in Town Hall,
430 Park Avenue, or online at the
township’s website,
scotchplainsnj.com. Nominations for
the various categories are due by
October 16.

The Gala, which will take place at
Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains, is a non-partisan event,
which serves to gather all segments
of the community for an evening full
of dining, dancing and a silent auc-
tion. Proceeds from the event sup-
port the Municipal Alliance Com-
mittee and other local nonprofit or-
ganizations.

For information about tickets and
the Mayor’s Gala, contact the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department at (908)
322-6700, extension no. 1223.
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Bratti

also complained that SPTV had not
aired footage of certain senior citizen
functions and activities, although Mr.
Bratti reminded her that a new senior
citizen-oriented program had recently
begun airing.

Mr. Bratti said volunteers are al-
ways being sought to film events in
town, saying that the cameras that
SPTV uses are relatively easy to learn.

Mrs. LeStrange also asked about
the work hours of Mr. McMeekan,
and had to be corrected by Mr. Bratti,
who told Mrs. LeStrange that Mr.
McMeekan was a part-time, not a
full-time, employee. She also asked
what his salary was, but that informa-
tion was not immediately available,
although Mrs. LeStrange guessed that
it was a “good salary.”
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Scotch Plains Council

members who were eligible to vote
on the application. As board attorney
Vince Loughlin explained, state stat-
ute requires at least five affirmative
votes to approve a use variance, mean-
ing the sign application would need
all five members present last week to
vote to approve the application. Mr.
Loughlin told Mr. Harmer he had the
option of holding the application un-
til the board’s next meeting on No-
vember 5, when seven members are
expected to be present and eligible to
vote, thus enhancing his chances of
gaining the five affirmative votes
needed for approval.

In other business, the zoning
board decided to continue at its De-
cember meeting an application by
Candido Rodriguez of 29 Yarmouth
Village, in the Southwick Village
condominium development, to cre-
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Scotch Plains Zoning Board

tients and surrounding medical fa-
cilities, said the problem went back to
the federal level, with the state itself
not having been reimbursed. “The
Bush Administration dropped the
ball,” he stated. However, he also said
Solaris could have made a better busi-
ness decision than it did.

The candidates maintained that
closing Muhlenberg has only redi-
rected the charity care situation to
other area hospitals and forced pa-
tients to travel further distances for
medical care.

Asw. Stender called the closing of
Muhlenberg, “the most painful local
evidence of the need for healthcare
reform at the national level that we
have experienced and it has been a
tremendous loss to all of us in our
communities.”

Asm. Green said he hoped to see
healthcare reform occur under Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s administration
that would enable those without
healthcare insurance to obtain that
insurance, ultimately allowing
Muhlenberg to reopen.

Jim Nelson, the owner of a plumb-
ing and heating business on Jerusa-
lem Road, said his property was be-
ing “inundated” by errantly hit golf
balls from the Scotch Hills Country
Club, some of which have resulted
in broken windows in his building
and trucks. He told the council that
the problem appears to come from
the second shot on the eighth hole,
and he said it seemed that younger
golfers are using too heavy a driver,
which results in the balls being hit
too far.

Deputy Mayor Jeff Strauss, the
council liaison to the recreation com-
mission, called the situation “unac-
ceptable,” and told Mr. Nelson that
the commission will discuss the prob-
lem at its next meeting.

ate a third bedroom in his unit by
splitting in half an existing bed-
room. Mr. Rodriguez told the board
he needed the extra bedroom be-
cause he had recently gained cus-
tody of his two children from a
previous marriage. He is remarried
and they have two children of their
own, and would need the extra sleep-
ing quarters for the addition of the
two other children.

He said he had written to the
Southwick condo association spell-
ing out his proposal and had heard no
objection to his plan. But board mem-
bers were hesitant to approve the ap-
plication without a formal determi-
nation from the association about Mr.
Rodriguez’s proposal and some indi-
cation of whether it would be allowed
under the master deed and the rules of
the association.

tain circumstances,” such as when
the average driveway widths exceed
10 feet on nearby properties.

Tillotson Road resident Joe Britt
suggested that the borough’s drive-
way “standard should be based on
need,” rather than an average.

In other business, Councilman
Anthony Parenti said the Westfield
Regional Board of Health, of which
Fanwood is a member, would be at
next Tuesday night’s regular council
meeting to provide a H1N1 Flu up-
date.

Mayor Mahr said the intention is to
arrange a presentation covering “what
Fanwood residents need to know”
about the H1N1 and vaccines.

Prior to adjournment, Mayor Mahr
said she plans to discuss the ongoing
issue of parking restrictions on streets
near the high school when the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Shared Services
Committee meets later this week.
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Fanwood


