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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
I’M NOT AFRAID OF YOU, MR. DINOSAUR… A young Fanwood boy and Rutgers fan enjoys the boost given
by his father up to the pearly whites of Mr. Dinosaur at the Fanny Wood Day festival in Fanwood on October 4.

Scotch Plains Day Typo
There was a typo in the town news-

letter stating an incorrect date for
Scotch Plains Day. The corrrect date
is Sunday, October 18, from noon to
5 p.m. It will be held on East Second
Street in Scotch Plains.

Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY OF THE YEAR… The Germinder family, MaryAnne and Douglas, and
their children, Douglas, Jr., Abigail and Grace Germinder, were selected as the
Fanwood Family of the Year, an award which was presented Sunday during Fanny
Wood Day ceremonies. They were recognized by Mayor Colleen Mahr, right.

www.goleader.com/09election
LD22 ELECTIONS...Democratic candidates for re-election to the Assembly,
Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood and Asm. Jerry Green of Plainfield, sat down for
a videotaped interview with editor Paul Peyton of The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week. The video of the interview can be seen at goleader.com/video.

www.goleader.com/09election
SCOTCH PLAINS ELECTIONS...Republican candidate for re-election to the
Township Council, Dominick Bratti, right, talks with reporter Fred Rossi of The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times last week. The video of the interview can be seen at
goleader.com/video.

Bratti: SP Must Look at
Everything for 2010 Budget

Zoning Bd. Postpones Vote
On SPFHS Sign Application

Stender, Green Discuss N.J. Budget,
Taxes, Closing of Muhlenberg

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Assemblywoman
Linda Stender of Fanwood and As-
semblyman Jerry Green of Plainfield,
Democratic candidates for the 22nd
Legislative District in the State As-
sembly, spoke on topics ranging from
the state budget and property taxes to
the pension system and health care
during an interview last Thursday at
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
offices in Westfield.

Mrs. Stender, a former Fanwood
councilwoman, mayor and Union
County freeholder, has been in the
assembly since 2002. Mr. Green, also
a former Union County freeholder,
has been an assemblyman since 1992.
They are being challenged for their

seats this year by Republicans Martin
Marks, former mayor of Scotch
Plains, and businessman William
“Bo” Vastine, also of Scotch Plains.
The General Election will take place
on Tuesday, November 3.

The two candidates for re-election
discussed this year’s $29-billion state
budget, which raises taxes by $1 bil-
lion, and which was achieved through
$4.5 billion in spending cuts and $2
billion in federal stimulus money.

In light of multiple increases in
fees and other taxes, a reduction in
tax rebates, and municipal aid or
school aid figures remaining flat or
reduced, Asw. Stender and Asm.
Green were asked their views on how
state government is dealing with bud-
getary challenges while striving to

keep people from moving out of New
Jersey.

“In the last year it has been extraor-
dinarily difficult. We are in very tough
times; it is an unprecedented time in
our history,” Asw. Stender said. “And
we know that because of the global
recession that what’s happened here
in New Jersey has put really tough
pressure on all of us in terms of how
to meet the needs of our communi-
ties.”

Noting that revenues have fallen by
$5 billion, Asw. Stender said it was
right for New Jersey to accept the
federal stimulus funds because it en-
abled the state to put money into
education and transportation, while
also helping with the budget.

“To me the budget that we adopt is
our vision statement for the year,”
Asw. Stender continued, “and within
the context of very difficult times,
making tough choices, to make sure
that we take care of education for our
kids, take care of our elderly, take
care of the disabled and offer prop-
erty tax relief, is something that, in
fact, we did do.”

“One thing we supported was put-
ting a cap on property tax increases,”
Asw. Stender said. “Last year, we
saw only a 3.7 percent increase in
property taxes, which was the lowest
in a decade, and that the budget that
we passed in fact has provided more
property tax relief than budgets in
prior years have done.”

Asw. Stender also noted that the
state has maintained property tax re-
bates for 85 percent of the population
and made a commitment to senior
citizens by expanding the property
tax freeze program. She said New
Jersey also has more money coming
in for special education.

Concerning New Jersey’s pension
system, which has been blamed for
state debt, the candidates stated that
steps have been taken to reform the
pension system, but that there is still
more work to do. “It can’t be cor-
rected overnight,” Asw. Stender said.

Asw. Stender said she felt that,
prior to Governor Jon Corzine’s ad-
ministration, the pension system had
not been properly funded for years.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Councilman Dominick Bratti said he
believes that “everything’s on the
table” when the township council
begins its work on the 2010 munici-
pal budget early next year. In an
Internet video interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times taped
last week, Mr. Bratti, who is the Re-
publican candidate in next month’s
election, said that in seeking ways to
cut spending in order to limit prop-
erty tax increases, the council’s “op-
tions are dwindling.”

“We need to look at everything,” he
said, including the township
government’s contracts with its union-
ized employees.

Mr. Bratti said he was not suggest-
ing further municipal layoffs beyond
those implemented earlier this year,
but rather he was looking at the
amount of the percentage salary in-
crease contained in employee union
contracts, as well as possibly man-
dating employee contributions to
health insurance coverage. He said
many non-unionized township em-
ployees contribute to their health cov-
erage, and in this year’s budget dis-
cussions, some non-unionized em-
ployees saw their salaries cut versus
unionized personnel with mandated
salary increases.

Mr. Bratti, who is married with two
children and has lived in Scotch Plains
for 17 years, will face Democrat Theresa
Mullen in next month’s special election
to fill the remaining year of the unex-
pired term created when Mayor Nancy
Malool vacated her council seat in Janu-

ary to assume the mayor’s chair. Mr.
Bratti, an attorney, was appointed to the
council in January.

He said it “shocked me to see how
much [the township] is constrained”
by various mandates from the state
government. One example, he told
The Times, is the $1.4 million bud-
geted for the township library — a
funding level set by state formula. “In
a year where we’re talking about pos-
sibly laying off police officers, to say
we couldn’t do anything about get-
ting some of that money from the
library, doesn’t seem fair, it doesn’t
seem right,” he said.

A member of the planning board
since 2004 and also an environmental
commission member, Mr. Bratti said
the township’s present fiscal situa-
tion is possibly partly a result of not
having raised taxes enough in recent
years. “No one wants to raise taxes,
but you also have to plan for the
future,” he said.

As for budget cuts, Mr. Bratti said,
“In any organization, no matter what
it is, there is going to be some place
where you can find a little something
to cut.” He praised the police and
public works departments for their
budget-paring efforts earlier this year.
Residents want services such as po-
lice protection and leaf collection, he
said, but “we have to look at ways to
have it done a little more effectively.”

Turning to downtown revitaliza-
tion, Mr. Bratti said the newly estab-
lished Scotch Plains Management
Corporation, overseeing efforts to
boost the business community, “is on
the right track” in setting common

Fanwood Council Updated
On Downtown Projects

Mayor Malool Defends Sewer Bill;
Council Backs SPTV Programming

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Nancy Malool again defended the
township council’s decision to create
a sewer utility and then bill property
owners for their water use, telling a
resident at Tuesday’s council meet-
ing that the flat $250 residential fee
was the fairest way to proceed given
the “time constraints” faced.

On Tuesday, Birch Street resident
Rose Marie Dooley complained about
the bill, calling it “repelling,” “un-
fair” and “appalling.” She told the
council she is 79 years old and lived
alone, and wanted to “speak for the
elderly who can’t come” to the meet-
ings to air their concerns. She said
rising property taxes will “drive
people out of town.” The mayor told
her next year’s bills for residential
properties will be based on usage,
adding, “You can’t get fairer than

that.”
Mayor Malool said the township is

collecting what it needs to pay the
two sewerage authorities, Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
and the Plainfield Area Regional Sew-
erage Authority (PARSA), and is not
collecting money to be spent else-
where. She said the sewer utility bill
is akin to any other utility such as
telephone or electricity. “We have no
choice,” she told Mrs. Dooley. “We
have to pay it.”

For reasons not clear on Tuesday,
the meeting was not televised live by
Scotch Plains Television (SPTV), and
perhaps the lack of cameras gave
several of the 10 or so residents in
attendance added courage to speak
freely and, in some instances, often
during the two public comment por-
tions of the hour-long meeting that
was short on agenda items but long on
public remarks.

Ilse Heinemeyer of Terrill Road
urged the council to read a recent
article in The Courier News contain-
ing a list of ways to keep property
taxes in check. She singled out con-

trolling public employee pensions and
health benefits, and asked which coun-
cil members were not receiving health
benefits from the township. Council-
man Dominick Bratti and Council-
woman Mary DePaola indicated they
were not.

Elise LeStrange of Evergreen Bou-
levard complained about the program-
ming on SPTV, and asked why the
meetings of other municipal bodies,
specifically the recreation commis-
sion, were not being televised. Mr.
Bratti, who is the council’s liaison to
the SPTV advisory board, said the
SPTV staff, with the exception of Bill
McMeekan, the station manager, are
volunteers working with a limited
budget. “They have a certain number
of resources,” he said, “and a certain
number of things can be done with
the resources we have.”

Despite the limitations, he said
SPTV is “putting out a good prod-
uct,” an opinion Mrs. LeStrange dis-
agreed with. During a subsequent stint
at the microphone, she called the
station’s programming “a joke.” She

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
their monthly agenda meeting Tues-
day night, received updated informa-
tion about two properties within the
downtown redevelopment area.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
first focused on South Avenue’s
Livingston-Wilbor site, which the
borough currently owns, but plans to
sell to a developer.

“Things are happening there that I
wasn’t expecting,” Mr. Pryor told the
governing body.

Mr. Pryor said a state Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP)
inspector “showed up out of the blue”
and has indicated that glazing and
caulking on windows at the property
likely contains asbestos.

A DEP site inspection is scheduled
for Wednesday, October 21, with bor-
ough officials to determine how to
address this issue.

“I think they’re making a big thing
out of nothing here,” said Mr. Pryor,
who plans to be at the site inspection.

He said “some asbestos removal
was incorporated” into the contract
for completing demolition at the prop-
erty, but the window issue “came up
afterward.”

Mr. Pryor also reported on “one of
the open issues” regarding the Sta-
tion Square redevelopment project,
slated to be built at LaGrande Avenue
and Second Street.

He said a “bump out” designed to
create wider sidewalks was originally
part of the site plans; however, he said
the county, which has jurisdiction on
LaGrande Avenue, “doesn’t like” the
bump out idea. Mr. Pryor said wider
sidewalks “would add to the pedes-
trian-friendliness of the area” given
the scale of the redevelopment project,
but he said the county favors a more
tapered design that leaves LaGrande
wider for traffic and snow plowing.

Once this issue is resolved, Mr.
Pryor said, work at the Station Square
site is “ready to restart.”

Also Tuesday night, the governing
body held a discussion on possible
amendments to the borough’s “drive-

way ordinance.”
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis said

a Poplar Place resident tried to widen
his driveway and was then told he had
to go before the planning board to get
a variance, which was denied.

Mr. Pryor said the current ordi-
nance allows for a driveway width of
10 feet for a single-car garage and 18
feet for a two-car garage, but limits
the “curb cut” to 10 feet in either
scenario.

Mr. Pryor and Mr. Estis agreed that
the planning board’s intention is
mainly to allow more curb space for
street parking, a strategy also intended
to slow traffic speeds on wider roads,
such as Poplar.

“The ordinance, as written, is prob-
ably unique to Fanwood,” said Mr.
Pryor, who said other towns he has
worked with aren’t as limiting re-
garding curb cuts.

Poplar Place resident Michael
DelCorsano, who said he was the
“catalyst” for possible amendment of
the borough’s driveway ordinance,
said, “Our neighborhood is different
than other parts of Fanwood; the lots
are wider, the streets are wider. We
should be open to change.”

Mr. DelCorsano, who wanted to
widen his driveway, in part, because
of a “flooding problem,” also pointed
out that Poplar Place has no side-
walks, “so wider driveways would be
nice.”

Mr. DelCorsano said he was told he
needed a variance for his driveway
project “after the fact.”

“I’m not somebody who tried to
sneak this by,” he added.

Mayor Mahr directed Mr. Estis to
review the driveway ordinance and
draft amendments to clarify its lan-
guage.

Mr. Estis said one possibility would
be to allow wider driveways “in cer-
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment will continue at
its meeting in November a hearing on
a sign application by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
so that a full complement of zoning
board members are available at that
time to vote on the proposal.

The board of education is seeking
approval to install a new four-foot by
eight-foot lighted sign, with a 16-
inch by 88-inch programmable LED
message display, outside Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School on
Westfield Road. The present sign re-
quires the messages to be changed by
hand, using actual lettering, and As-
sistant Principal Rob Harmer said the
high school’s DECA group, which is
responsible for sign changes, some-

times cannot make necessary updates
due to weather. A new sign that is
programmable by computer would
allow emergency information such as
school closings, athletic or school
events to be done from inside the
building.

At the initial hearing in September,
board members expressed concerns
about safety issues — particularly
regarding drivers trying to read the
sign as they drove past the school.
The board suggested to Mr. Harmer
and Anthony Miranda, a member of
the board of education, that further
information would be helpful, in par-
ticular input from a traffic safety of-
ficer or the county engineer, as well
as a planner or an engineer.

At last Thursday’s hearing, Mr.
Harmer sat before five zoning board
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