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POLICE BLOTTER

 Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
EMBRACING BRIAN JENKINS...His team of wonderful supporters poses for a
moment during the two-mile march in downtown Westfield on Saturday. The
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society hopes to find a cure and improve the lives of
patients through money raised during the event.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
I D.A.R.E. YOU...Twenty-nine officers from New Jersey, New York and Pennsyl-
vania were sworn in as D.A.R.E. instructors at McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield last week. Officers interacted with the students, including 14 special-
needs children. The officers promoted safe habits and alerted children to the
dangers of drugs and alcohol. They also encouraged everyone to practice safe Trick-
or-Treating on Halloween. Officer Gary Moore of Westfield said the afternoon
presented a way for officers to “practice public speaking and connect with the kids.”
See more at goleader.com/photos.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

the 300 block of East Dudley Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was dam-
aged through criminal mischief while it
was parked on the 800 block of Rahway
Avenue. There were multiple long
scratches on the passenger side door panel,
possibly caused by a key. The dollar
amount of the damage was unknown.

Thursday, October 1, officials at Edison
Intermediate School on Rahway Avenue
located a fire in a garbage can inside a
bathroom. Police and fire department
personnel responded to the scene. The
garbage can was removed from the build-
ing and the fire was extinguished. The
school was evacuated without incident.
The matter remains under investigation.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 1100 block of
Prospect Street was burglarized while
parked in the owner’s driveway. The inci-
dent occurred between 9 p.m. on October
1 and 8 a.m. on October 2. Thirty lottery
tickets were stolen from the vehicle. The
case was forwarded to the Westfield Po-
lice Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the
1200 block of Prospect Street reported a
motor vehicle burglary. Approximately
$2 in change was taken from the vehicle.
The incident occurred between 10 p.m.
on October 1 and 9 a.m. on October 2. The
case was referred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, three residents of
the 300 block of Woods End Road re-
ported motor vehicle burglaries that oc-
curred between October 1 and October 2.
The vehicles all were parked and un-
locked in their owners’ driveways. At the
time the reports were made, nothing was
reported stolen from any of the vehicles.
The cases were forwarded to the Westfield
Police Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, a motor vehicle be-
longing to a resident of the 100 block of
Madison Avenue was reported burglar-
ized between October 1 and October 2.
The incident occurred while the vehicle
was parked in the owner’s driveway.
Nothing was reported stolen at the time
the report was made. The case was re-
ferred to the Westfield Police
Department’s Detective Bureau.

Friday, October 2, James Ball, 37, of
Westfield was arrested at Westfield po-
lice headquarters on an outstanding
Chatham criminal warrant for $250. Ball
was processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, October 3, two male juve-
niles were arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana following a motor vehicle stop
at Summit Avenue and Grove Street. The
two were later released to their parents
pending formal charges.

Sunday, October 4, Izabel Marques, 42,
of Elizabeth was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop in the area of West South
Avenue and Crossway Place. She was
charged with possession of a prescription
legend drug without a prescription.
Marques also was processed and posted
bail of $1,064 on an outstanding Bound
Brook traffic warrant. She was released
with a summons on the Westfield charge.

Monday, October 5, Sundre
Strowbridge, 42, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after responding to Westfield po-
lice headquarters to satisfy an outstand-
ing Westfield traffic warrant for $500.
Strowbridge was processed and released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 29, Emmanuel

Geah, 34, of Orange was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on an outstand-
ing warrant. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Tuesday, September 29, a resident of
Terrill Road reported that someone dam-
aged her mailbox, causing approximately
$75 worth of damage.

Tuesday, September 29, police inves-
tigated a hit-and-run incident that oc-
curred on Martine Avenue, in which a
motor vehicle struck the rear of another
vehicle that was legally parked and then
fled the scene.

Thursday, October 1, Peter Longson,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Friday, October 2, Quyana Biggins,
27, of Roselle was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, Shuranda Spen-
cer, 39, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. She was transported to police head-
quarters, where she was processed and
released.

Saturday, October 3, a resident of
Hunter Avenue reported that he left his
bicycle, valued at $800, in front of a Park
Avenue store and that upon his return it
was gone.

Saturday, October 3, Stanley Gumbs,
22, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police were
called to a Park Avenue bank. According
to police, Gumbs was witnessed yelling
obscenities and ripping up papers, and
refused to calm down and leave the bank
lobby. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, September 29, a resident of

Timber Line Road reported that her credit
card company called to inform her that
several suspicious charges had been made
to her credit card in Nicaragua. Accord-
ing to police, the victim has never been to
Nicaragua and did not authorize the pur-
chases. The card was cancelled at her
request.

Wednesday, September 30, a resident
of Orchard Road reported that she had
marked her property line with stakes and
string so that she could trim tree branches
that were hanging from her neighbor’s
tree onto her property. According to po-
lice, when the victim returned after being
away for a few days she found that the
stakes and string, along with a pumpkin
lawn decoration, had all been thrown in
her compost pile.

Wednesday, September 30, Obruche
Akporotu, 27, of Somerset was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for allegedly driving with a suspended
license.

Thursday, October 1, a resident of
Peachtree Lane reported that he had re-

ceived suspicious telephone calls regard-
ing a UPS delivery. According to police,
the caller indicated to the victim that he
had a package for him and questioned if
he would be home at 9 a.m. the following
morning. The caller stated that he had
$1.5 million to deliver to the victim and
that he was calling from a UPS location in
California, police said. When police in-
vestigated the number the suspect was
calling from, it was determined to be a
number originating in Jamaica, authori-
ties reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
had entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in his driveway and rummaged
through his belongings. According to
police, the victim was uncertain at that
time if the vehicle was locked and if
anything was missing.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that her bank had called her
to inform her that someone had contacted
the bank in order to get personal informa-
tion about the victim. According to po-
lice, upon further investigation, it was
determined that someone had made sev-
eral unauthorized withdrawls from her
checking and savings accounts, totaling
$1,800, and ordered a new debit card in
her name to be delivered to an address in
Springfield Gardens, N.Y. A fraudulent
credit card also was opened using her
name and a pending cash advance from
the card in the amount of $9,500 was to be
deposited in her checking account, au-
thorities reported. The bank issued a freeze
on all of her accounts and the incident is
under investigation, police said.

Friday, October 2, an officer noticed a
white male looking into the window of a
residence on Standish Avenue. Accord-
ing to police, the individual stated that he
owed the homeowner $1,000 and wanted
to see if she was home so he could pay her
back. A subsequent investigation revealed
that the homeowner had previously filed
a stalking report concerning the individual.
Police advised him that he was trespass-
ing, and that if there was a repeat occur-
rence he would be charged accordingly.

Friday, October 2, a resident of Grouse
Lane reported that she received an e-mail
from her credit card company requesting
personal information. According to po-
lice, she provided the information, and
was later advised by the company that her
log-in information and password had been
changed. The victim contacted the bank
by telephone and was told a $1,000 trans-
fer was pending that the victim stated she
did not authorize, police said. The credit
card was cancelled and the incident is
under investigation, authorities reported.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
rummaged through her motor vehicle and
emptied the items from her glove box
onto the floor. According to police, there
were no signs of forced entry and it is
uncertain if anything was removed from
the vehicle.

Friday, October 2, police responded to
an incident that occurred in the commuter
parking lot behind the library. According
to police, a resident who parked her motor
vehicle in the lot returned after dark to
find grass clippings and leaves on her
vehicle. The victim was concerned that a
branch had fallen on her vehicle, and due
to insufficient light could not determine if
there was any damage to her vehicle,
police said.

Friday, October 2, a resident of
Brookside Road reported that someone
removed his daughter’s iPod touch from
her motor vehicle while it was parked in
his driveway. According to police, the
glove compartment of her vehicle had
been rummaged through.

Saturday, October 3, a bicycle was
found behind Deerfield School and was
taken to police headquarters, where it was
tagged and put into storage.

Sunday, October 4, a resident of Sunny
Slope Drive reported that while driving
on her street, a nut fell from a tree and
cracked her windshield.

Fanwood
Thursday, September 24, Luise A.

Zambarno, Jr., 26, of Roselle was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue on outstanding warrants
out of Roselle and Newark. He was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Thursday, September 24, Danielle B.
Vandam, 19, of Dunellen was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue on an outstanding warrant out of
South Plainfield. She was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Erica L. Brown,
32, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on the 100 block of
LaGrande Avenue on an outstanding
warrant out of Dunellen. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting bail.

Friday, September 25, Jeffrey L. Koeck,
Jr., 29, of Belleville was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on North Avenue
on an outstanding warrant out of Lake-
wood. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Tamir I. Ali,
28, of South Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding warrant out of
Hillside. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Monday, September 28, Justin V.
Posyton, 26, of North Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant out of
Fanwood following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road. He was processed and
released after posting bail.

Friday, October 2, a resident of the 300
block of Midway Avenue reported that
sometime between 7 a.m. and 6 p.m.,
someone kicked in a door to his residence
and removed multiple televisions, com-
puters, jewelry and other items.

Friday, October 2, Jennifer Nacius, 21,
of Linden was arrested on an outstanding
warrant out of Sayreville after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue. She was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, October 3, a Plainfield resi-
dent reported that he locked his bicycle,
valued at $350, at the south side train
station at 10:45 a.m. and when he re-
turned at 2 a.m. on Sunday, October 4,
someone had cut the lock and removed
the bicycle.

Sunday, October 4, a vendor at the
street fair reported that a female shop-
lifted a jewelry box, valued at $20, from
his stand at the fair.

Monday, October 5, James P. Lodi, 46,
of Bayside, N.Y. was arrested following
a field investigation on Martine Avenue
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant. He
was processed and released after posting
bail.

HEATLHCARE AND HIGH SCHOOLERS...Tuesday, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) discussed healthcare with approximately 150 students at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. During the visit, Mr. Lance discussed his views on
healthcare and the current healthcare proposals in Congress, and he answered
questions from students.

mayor, Mr. Brennan said he would not
have chosen to bestow 2-percent raises
on non-union personnel this past year.

“With these economic times, how
can the town and mayor possibly give
raises to town employees, many of
whom are making over $100,000 a
year?” he said. “If you can’t hold the
line this year...you’re never going to
hold the line.”

While he said the savings from for-
going 2-percent raises to non-union
employees would not be a significant
dollar figure, he said the “symbolic
gesture” would have been important.

Mr. Brennan, when asked about the
significance of the AAA credit rating
assigned to Westfield by S & P, said, “I
think it’s good that S & P assigned a
AAA rating because it saves money for
the taxpayers, but if you look at the
report, interestingly, S & P was con-
cerned about the drawdown of the
town’s savings.”

Mr. Brennan, referencing the S & P
report, noted that the company was
“assured” by Westfield officials that the
town could raise certain fines and fees
to recover the more than $2 million
used from the sale of assets account (a
town’s “savings account, derived from
selling off town property”) this past
year.

“What fines and fees are you going to
increase to replenish those surplus funds
– the astronomical parking fines?” Mr.
Brennan asked rhetorically.

The mayoral candidate again called
for a “temporary rollback” on the price
of a $32 overtime parking ticket and the
lessening of “aggressive” parking-en-
forcement practices.

“Times are tough; why do we have to
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Bill Brennan Interview

Garwood Democrats Discuss
Taxes, Train Stops, Merging

make them tougher?” he asked. “We
can temporarily roll back tickets until
stores are back on their feet,” he said.

To cover the shortfall of revenue
from enacting a rollback on ticket prices,
he said the town might have to look at
increasing the hourly meter payment
by an additional $0.25 an hour to 75
cents per hour. He also questioned the
need to have five individuals on the
town’s parking-enforcement bureau and
suggested placing such officers on bikes
or scooters, as other towns have.

Mr. Brennan said the town must make
the “deplorable condition” of
Westfield’s roads a priority and look to
make cuts in other areas in order to fund
improvements. The mayoral challenger,
who served as Westfield’s municipal
judge in the 1990s, also said Westfield
must also make anti-speeding legisla-
tion a stronger priority, and he sug-
gested installing a separate “speeding
court.”

“Where’s the incentive to stop speed-
ing if no one pleads guilty to a speeding
ticket?” he asked.

“You know you can’t speed down
Kenilworth Boulevard [because] you’re
going to get a ticket. You’re not going to
be speeding in Westfield [under a
Brennan administration],” he said.

Mr. Brennan also detailed three spe-
cific environmental goals his adminis-
tration would undertake; they included
conducting a town-wide energy audit,
installing bike paths and practicing
“common-sense” recycling.

Mr. Brennan concluded the interview
by looking into the camera and again
asking the incumbent to debate him.

“Mr. Mayor, agree to debate me,” he
said. “Let the town make the decision.”

By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — A recently approved
municipal tax levy and an amended school
budget were among topics discussed by
Garwood Democratic Councilman Keith
Sluka and Councilwoman Kathleen
Villaggio during an interview with The
Westfield Leader on Friday. They face a
challenge on Election Day from Republi-
cans James Matheson and Timothy Hak.
The interview is available at goleader.com/
video.

The Board of Education (BOE) made
cuts to special services this summer to help
the municipal budget stay under the state-
mandated 4 percent levy cap. State pres-
sure has urged smaller municipalities to
increase cuts and consider merging with
other towns, a notion the Garwood council
strongly rejects.

“The state should not be focusing on
consolidation,” Mr. Sluka said. “I don’t
see how that would save us money.”
Garwood enrolls elementary and junior
high students in Lincoln School. Its high
school students attend Arthur L. Johnson
High School in Clark. Although he attests
certain administrators could be shared with
another district, Mr. Sluka said, “We still
need to pay for teachers, custodians and
other associated costs.”

Ms. Villaggio credited the borough’s
education system as an “asset to our town.”
She said, “Their budget is tight and they
(the BOE) do an excellent job.”

 Mr. Sluka contended that “a good sys-
tem doesn’t need any fixing” and the state
should recognize the services that work in
small municipalities like Garwood and
imitate them at schools in other districts.
He said, “I would put our grammar schools
up against any private school in the state.”

Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy cre-
ated the Shared Services Committee this
year to oversee the benefits of sharing
programs and services with other munici-
palities as opposed to merging. “I think
we’re actually very good neighbors,” Mr.
Sluka said. “We do a little with Westfield,
a little with Clark and Cranford.” Garwood
used a Cranford recreational facility for a
small fee over the summer and the towns
jointly applied for a grant. Garwood also
joined the Union County Co-op with other
towns to find the lowest possible prices
from vendors for goods and services.

The Garwood Public Library, which
shares property with Lincoln School, ac-
counted for more funds than were neces-
sary in recent years. When the New Jersey
League of Municipalities stepped in to
change the formula on how municipal
libraries are funded within municipal bud-
gets to reduce towns’ costs, the borough
council opted not to proceed, citing ben-
efits the library offers the community.

“A misconception was that we were
trying to cut the library budget,” Mr. Sluka
said. Rather, the council felt the money the
library did not need, that the state formula
mandated they receive, could be better
used to fund other borough projects. Mr.
Sluka assured residents, “The council and
the library trustees have a good working
relationship.”

After years of limited conversation, NJ
Transit has proposed an increase in stops at
the Garwood Train Station. Currently, there
are only seven daily trains at the borough’s

station as opposed to 27 in Westfield. Ms.
Villaggio said, “We’ll have more people
riding the train if we have more stops.” Mr.
Sluka added, “We have the ridership,” but
right now commuters go to Westfield,
Cranford, or walk. He asserts Westfield is
profiting from Garwood residents who are
buying tickets there.

Mr. Sluka sees the train station as the
focal point around which the borough can
continue to develop. A 6.3-acre “transit
village” along South Avenue is in the
works to provide loft housing for residen-
tial use with retail businesses at street
level. “It’s good for the economy,” he said.
“People just want to get on the train and go
to work, and when they come back, to shop
and eat locally.”

The council members said they are also
happy with the results of the completed
Pointe/Mews housing development on
North Avenue. Future projects include the
redevelopment of the former St. Anne’s
School property. The borough rejected a
housing project proposed by a Westfield
developer, saying it was too dense for the
property. Ms. Villaggio said the school
property continues to be owned by the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Newark.

Earlier in the year, in March, the
chief had warned the community
about the frequency of burglaries
along the Route 22 corridor, which
affected Westfield’s north side.

Arrests have been made since, and
crime had appeared to be stabilized in
that region of town before the attempt
on Minisink. Now, burglaries have
been experienced all throughout town,
including on Grandview Avenue and
Carleton Road, among other streets
on the south side of town.

“It’s everywhere,” the chief said.
“Right now, it’s scattered all over
the place…A lot of it has to do
with what road goes through your
town.”
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Westfield Burglaries
The chief had advice for the greater

community if people believe they see
suspicious behavior.

“The biggest thing is — people
should call us,” the chief said. “A lot
of times, people have seen the burglar
but don’t call because they think
they’re being a pain. People should
call us if they see anything.”

He reminded people to hide their
belongings somewhere other than the
top dresser drawer; they should leave
a light on and take all stray newspa-
pers inside.

Those who would like to schedule
a community gathering with Detec-
tive Joseph Costanzo can call (908)
789-4000.

Planning Board OKs
Prospect Subdivision

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Plan-
ning Board on Monday approved ap-
plications for a minor subdivision on
Prospect Street and second floor addi-
tion to a building on East Grove Street.

Last month’s agenda included an
applicant, Allan Chrone, who was ab-
sent from the meeting. Mr. Chrone’s
application for a minor subdivision of
property at 766 Prospect Street was
heard Monday by the board. He owns
three lots, which he sought to make
each identical in size at 200 feet deep.

Developer Ralph Rapuano discussed
the new plans for the land. Mr. Rapuano
said a property owner of 769 Lenape
Trail, Block 603, Lot 9, which adjoins
Mr. Chrone’s property, has the intent
to “increase his lot size.” That owner
will go before the board at next month’s
meeting.

With the new plans, Town Planner
Bill Drew said, “You would be creating
a land-locked property” and in effect
would not be able to build a home on
that one lot.

Mr. Drew also said that the zone line
with the new plans would “bisect prop-
erty on Lot 9” making Lot 9 an R-8
zone. The other lots are in the R-24
zone, he said.

Also heard was an application by
Anthony and Mary Davis to add a
second story to their insurance office
on 200 East Grove Street. Five c and d
variances, including parking, building
coverage, and side yard setback, were

approved by the board.
The Davis’ are building a two-bed-

room apartment for them to reside as
Mr. Davis said they are downsizing
from their single-family home on
Ramapo Avenue after being a resident
of Westfield for 50 years.

The new plans also include a two-car
garage for the apartment with an eleva-
tor to the second floor.

Currently, the building has 18 park-
ing spaces and the garage would take
up three of those. The zone requires 37
spaces and the use requires 20.

Mr. Davis testified that his insur-
ance business has “very little walk
in” and “a heavy week would be two
people” coming into the office.

At the end of hearing the applica-
tion, board chairman Vincent Wilt
said, “Parking shouldn’t be a prob-
lem.”

With the new plans, the building
height would increase to about 28
feet from 15 feet, which is in compli-
ance, according to architect Daniel
Falcone. He also said the new addi-
tion would have horizontal siding and
a pitched roof.

Town Engineer Kris McAloon asked
about a mature tree on the adjoining
property that hangs over the applicant’s
property. Mr. Falcone said the tree
“would need to be trimmed.”

Board member Lauren Falk, while
adding her vote to approve the applica-
tion, asked to “add to the resolution that
the apartment remains a two-bedroom
apartment.”

Franklin School safely. The Walking
School Bus route also takes children
through this intersection.

Mr. Gildea said the town has hired
an outside contractor to apply thermo-
plastic striping, which has a reflective
coating to assist drivers. The contrac-
tor is restriping every crosswalk in
town so that it has this material.

The town does have the option to
speak with the contractor about new
crosswalks it wishes to add, Mr.
Gildea said.

“It would seem to make sense (to
place a walk where Mrs. Stockwell
had mentioned) if there’s a crossing
guard there,” Mayor Skibitsky said.
“The thermoplastic paint really pops,
and drivers notice it more than the
water-based paint, which seems to
wash off in six months.”

Jim Baker of Lincoln Road said
there should have been a “greater sense
of urgency” on the town’s part to apply
the thermoplastic paint in the past.

Mr. McAloon said that of the town’s
487 crosswalks, 305 feature the old
water-based paint. These will be striped
with the thermoplastic material.

Mr. Gildea said previously, cross-

walk painting was a “continual pro-
cess” throughout the year because the
paints did not last “more than a few
weeks” in some highly trafficked areas.

This year’s arrangement is differ-
ent, he said. The council, in August,
approved roughly $55,000 in the capi-
tal budget to restripe all crosswalks
with the thermoplastic material.

Roughly 180 crosswalks feature that
striping already, and within a month,
the other 305 walks will be striped with
the thermoplastic material as well,
which should last three to five years.

Mr. Ciarrocca said, “There has been
a sense of urgency” on the town’s part.

Mr. Baker questioned why the coun-
cil did not decide to use thermoplastic
striping in August 2008.

“We were [painting intersections pre-
viously] with internal staff and internal
equipment...the money only came avail-
able this year,” said Mr. Gildea, who
added that the town “does not have the
ability to do the thermoplastic process
in-house.”

Mr. McAloon explained that specific
trucks are required, and the work is
dangerous due to the high temperatures
of the material.
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WF Crosswalk Restriping

South Ave. Bus. Owner
Has Safety Concerns

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – R.J. Hartman, owner of
Treasure Cove Divers on South Avenue,
stopped by The Westfield Leader office
unannounced last Thursday to address con-
ditions along the South Avenue corridor. At
press time, two of Mr. Hartman’s primary
concerns, which dealt with public safety,
have been at least partially addressed.

One, Mr. Hartman detailed, concerned
the safety of those crossing South Avenue
at the Summit Avenue intersection. When
an individual, standing by Tutti Baci Cafe,
wishes to cross over to the train station,
and he or she hits the button to cross, the
“Walk” sign is presented on the walk indi-
cator. However, while the person is walking
from one side to the other, the light turns
green for cars making left turns from Sum-
mit Avenue onto South Avenue, intersect-
ing with the crossing area.

The Leader apprised Town Administra-
tor Jim Gildea of the situation, of which he
was aware, and he wrote in an e-mail on
Tuesday that the traffic signal was adjusted
to allow more time for crossing.

Mr. Hartman, Wednesday morning, still
believes that there is a “much greater issue
than just allowing more time for crossing.”

He said his “main concern” is that the
light to turn left onto South Avenue from
Summit Avenue flashes green when pedes-
trians are instructed by the walk sign to
cross South Avenue. He said he has wit-
nessed and been part of “many near misses.”

Mr. Hartman also alerted The Leader
that there were missing electrical cover
plates for two lamp posts in the lower South
Avenue train station parking lot, closer to
BP Gasoline.

Mr. Gildea said town workers went to the
site, and the two light poles were covered
with temporary plates, and the cardboard
was removed from the concrete footings.


