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SUNDAE ON SUNDAY...Gathering at the train station’s green, Westfield’s
United Fund kicked off its awareness campaign with an ice cream sundae on
Sunday. The volunteers passed out tri-fold brochures to attendees of the free event
to let them know of the 19 member agencies that are supported by this local
organization that has separated itself from the national group, The United Way.
Pictured, left to right, are: members of the board of trustees, Jill Dipenza and Kim
Benou, and Nicole Dipenza.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
‘CHANGE’ OF PLANS...Elliot Greenspan, who ran for New Jersey governor
in 2001, works for the Lyndon LaRouche PAC. Mr. Greenspan speaks to
passersby outside of the Westfield Post Office, last Thursday, and decries the
government’s efforts to bail out sectors of the economy and formulate a
government-run public option to address rising healthcare costs.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader
EVERYONE FIGHTS THE BATTLE...Hundreds of families, friends, supporters and volunteers assemble on the Presby-
terian Church in Westfield grounds prior to the Light the Night walk in Westfield on Saturday night. The Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society hopes to find a cure and improve the lives of patients through money raised during the event.

www.goleader.com/09election
WESTFIELD ELECTIONS...The Democratic candidate for Mayor of Westfield,
Bill Brennan, left, sat down for a videotaped interview with editor Michael Pollack
of The Westfield Leader on September 25. The video of the interview can be seen
at goleader.com/video.

Brennan Calls for Bipartisan
Panel to Address WF Taxes

WF Dem. Candidates Discuss
Parking, Downtown, Enviro.

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During an on-cam-
era interview with The Westfield Leader
in late September, Westfield Demo-
cratic mayoral candidate Bill Brennan
said the mayor’s seat must transition
from a “ceremonial position” to a “busi-
ness-like position.”

“I’ll be good at cutting ribbons and
appearing on TV-36 as well,” Mr.
Brennan said, “but I think it’s time in
this day and age, with the fiscal chal-
lenges that we have, to...run the town
more like a business.”

The mayoral challenger has written
to The Leader that the incumbent mayor,
Andy Skibitsky, has “delegated” his
primary responsibility – overseeing and
formulating a municipal budget.

During the interview, Mr. Brennan
again criticized the mayor for failing to
attend budget meetings, a claim the
mayor has called “disingenuous,” say-
ing he does meet with the town council’s
finance policy committee chairman and
town administrator regularly to set the
town’s fiscal agenda.

“It’s not the same,” Mr. Brennan said
of the mayor meeting with Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea and Finance
Chairman Sal Caruana outside of the
budget sessions. Later, the challenger
vowed to attend all meetings and in-
volve the full council.

Mr. Brennan said that he and his
administration would have to evaluate
staffing levels for all town departments,
and he believes the mayor should be
directly involved in that process.

“The mayor should be there asking

the questions, not to count paperclips
and rubber bands,” he said.

Mr. Brennan vowed to reach across
the aisle and be “non-partisan” when it
comes to choosing individuals with
whom he would serve. Mr. Brennan
emphasized his point by unveiling plans
to name a “Blue Ribbon Panel” to
address taxes if elected this fall.

Mr. Brennan said he would ask former
Mayor Bud Boothe and former Coun-
cilman/ Finance Chairman Peter
Echausse, both Republicans, to serve
on the panel along with former town
administrator Ed Gottko.

“We have to start thinking outside
the box,” Mr. Brennan said. “I think
we’re starting to live off of the reputa-
tion Westfield has had.”

Within three months, the former
Rutherford councilman said, the bipar-
tisan panel would be expected to for-
mulate a report on addressing rising
taxes.

Mr. Brennan mentioned that during
the last decade, Westfield’s budgets
began being formulated by a group of
four individuals rather than a majority
of council members.

“A cynic would say that it was a
calculated decision…[because]... if you
have five out of nine [council members
meeting to discuss the budget], then
you have a majority, and according to
state Sunshine Laws, you would have
to open it up to the public,” said Mr.
Brennan, who promised to allow the
public access to budget meetings.

When asked how he would manage
finances differently from the current

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield Demo-
cratic candidates for town council,
newcomer Janice Siegel and incum-
bents David Haas and Tom
Bigosinski, for wards 1, 3 and 4,
respectively, sat down for videotaped
interview with The Westfield Leader
on September 25.

Ms. Siegel began the round-robin
interview by summarizing her legal
background. Ms. Siegel has been ac-
tive with the Westfield Democratic
Party for the past six years and has
lived in Westfield and is running for
the seat being vacated by Sal Caruana.
Ms. Siegel stated her concerns about
the increase in burglaries in Ward 1.

“I feel strongly that the town needs
to shift its resources in the police
department to serious crime and less
emphasis on parking enforcement. I
know there are two jobs open for
parking enforcement. I don’t think
they should be filled,” Ms. Siegel
said. Mr. Bigosinski concurred about
the increase in crime in town as “a
general up-tick in criminal activity.”

“While on the finance committee, I
suggested we not hire two additional
people… They (the council) were
convinced by the police chief to re-
place them. The reason given for park-
ing enforcement is from the stores for
turnover. They want customers to find
spaces, shop and when they leave, for
more customers to find a space,” Mr.
Haas summarized.

Ms. Siegel jumped in after Mr. Haas
to provide a “vignette,” in her words,
of how parking enforcement is not
needed on days, such as the Saturday
of Labor Day weekend, when a po-
lice officer patrolling would have
more effect in protecting the commu-
nity from crime.

Mr. Haas countered Ms. Siegel’s
account by stating that, “the parking
officers have told me that they get a
lot of abuse from the people and they
undermine them and suggest that they
abuse the residents.”

The candidates were asked their
points of view on Democratic may-
oral candidate William Brennan’s re-
marks on changing the culture of park-
ing. Mr. Haas confirmed that “the
council now has the leeway to raise or
lower the parking fine within a range
of $20 to $50 to dispense with future
ordinances. There’s much more con-
cern about parking enforcement than
the increase in fees.”

Candidates Siegel, Haas, and
Bigosinski spoke next about their in-
terest in forming a natural resources
inventory and conducting an energy
audit, using grant money to pay for
these reports. Mr. Haas said the coun-
cil has not heard an official informa-
tion presentation he prepared with
other concerned citizens because the
council requires a committee hearing
first, which has yet to take place.

“We’ve shown a commitment to
the environment. The only thing that’s
held us up is the process,” Mr.
Bigosinski said.

The candidates were questioned
about the issue of the town granting
pension credits to part-time employ-
ees such as the town attorney. Mr.
Bigosinski responded by stating, “In
principle, I cannot support a budget
that continues to allow this to occur.”
Mr. Haas added, “We’re putting off
the true cost of our legal help to some
future date. That’s just bad.”

The interview closed with the can-
didates asked about the nature of the
council meetings and if they can be
more transparent.

“Yes, a lot of work needs to be done
in committee. Public works, that’s
one I don’t understand why it needs
to be closed,” Mr. Haas said.

“The government does not operate
well in the darkness. If the press and
public participate, we all benefit,”
Mr. Bigosinski said.

“There’s a certain arrogance by not
letting the public in,” Mr. Haas added.

The entire 50-minute interview
from September 25 is available online
at www.goleader.com/services/video.
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Westfield BOE Begins Workshop
Meetings to Set Goals for Year

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of
education began a discussion on the
district and board goals for the cur-
rent school year at Tuesday’s board
of education special workshop
meeting held at the Westfield High
School library’s multi-purpose
meeting room.

Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan began the meeting by stat-
ing last year’s goals, which included
student achievement; developing a
model to assess the curriculum and
program areas — last year the board
assessed Leaps and Bounds and En-
glish as a Second Language; acknowl-
edging economics and investigating
areas to stretch fiscal dollars, and
enrollment in intermediate schools.

The board decided to continue most
of those goals. Vice-President Julia
Walker brought up the long range
planning committee’s strategic plan,
which will be adopted in June.

Board member Rich Mattessich

asked to focus on the budget and
making sure it is fiscally responsible.

Board member Gary McCready
suggested trending and forecasting
the budget based on past year’s trends.

Expanding on that notion, board
member Ann Cary suggested plan-
ning for two years from now when
Edison Intermediate School will need
more teachers and consider areas that
would need to be cut to make up for
the extra cost of staff.

Continuing the assessment of cur-
riculum was a point voiced by board
member Alice Hunnicutt, who also
said the board should look at coaches
versus volunteers.

Ms. Walker brought up as a goal
understanding how the district can main-
tain student achievement. Board mem-
bers said they should include as a goal
how the district can meet and exceed
state standards, and do that more effi-
ciently, and “in a challenging fiscal
environment,” as brought up  by Mr.
McCready. Board member Richard
Solomon said this goal should include
maximizing capital resources, while
considering the growing enrollment.

The board met in a closed session
following the workshop meeting.

The next meeting will be a second
workshop on Tuesday, October 20, at
Westfield High School.

Police Chief Details Rise
In Westfield Home Burglaries

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – An attempted
Minisink Way burglary on Septem-
ber 24 marked the ninth crime of its
kind during the last month. While the
majority consists of attempted bur-
glaries, Police Chief John Parizeau
told The Westfield Leader after the
September 29  council meeting that
September saw the highest level of
burglaries this year.

One included an attempt to steal
items from a Tamaques Park storage
house, and another burglar struck a
detached garage and stole two motor-
cycles. The months of July and Au-
gust saw five and eight burglaries,
respectively.

Documentation provided to The
Leader shows that through Tuesday,
September 29, 48 burglaries had been
committed or attempted in town, with
the most coming on Wednesdays (10)
and Thursdays (11). Through this
same time period in 2008, Westfield
had experienced 27 burglaries.

“It’s certainly higher than normal,
which is expected with the [economic

downturn],” the chief said.
The chief said the cat burglar, who

had struck three times during 2009,
“hasn’t been heard from again.” The
last instance of the cat burglar – who,
by definition, had entered homes
while people were present – came in
July, when he struck on the Boule-
vard. He also hit homes along West
Broad Street and Westfield Avenue.

The current rash of burglaries in
September – which includes the at-
tempted Minisink burglary, where
nothing was stolen, and a Rahway
Avenue burglary, where a house was
“ransacked” and cash was taken –
appear to be unrelated to the cat
burglar’s crimes.

The chief said towns across the
state are experiencing higher instances
of burglaries.

“We work closely with
Mountainside, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Cranford...We share
information each month. Cranford
just made an arrest. Other towns have
some caught people, but none of them
seem to be ours,” the chief said.
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Westfield Predicts November
Completion of 24-Hour Quiet Zone

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – By the end of 2009,
if no unforeseen delays occur, train
conductors at the Rahway Avenue grade
crossing will be prohibited from blow-
ing the train whistle 24-hours-a-day.
The whistle can be heard throughout
the south side of Westfield, Clark and
Scotch Plains.

Last Friday, town workers placed
new striping around the cross bucks
(the X-shaped traffic sign that indicates
level crossing); there are now signs
placed indicating that train horns will
not sound, but they are bagged until
further approval.

According to Town Administrator
Jim Gildea, Conrail, which owns, oper-
ates and maintains the line, has com-

pleted its improvements, which con-
sisted of placing constant-warning time
devices and powerout indicators to meet
the safety requirements established
under the Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration (FRA) rules.

The warning device adjusts for the
speed of a train and causes the gates to
close when the train is a certain time
away from the crossing. The indicators
tell the engineers that the gates and
bells are not working and that they
should blow the horns.

Mr. Gildea also noted that Conrail’s
work has been inspected by the state
Department of Transportation (DOT),
which will also monitor Westfield’s
improvements shortly. Traffic counts
have been completed and submitted by
Westfield officials.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
the town would codify the new quiet
zone establishment through an upcom-
ing ordinance, so it is accounted for in
the town code.

Mr. Cockren said a notice had been
disseminated to all users of the rail line,
including Conrail, informing them of
the change. The town received “no-
comment” letters from all users except
Conrail.

Assuming Conrail has no misgiv-
ings with the town notice and project,
Westfield officials can file a notice of
establishment on October 19.

“This is what actually creates a quiet
zone,” Mr. Cockren said of the notice of
establishment. Provided that there are
no comments, which Mr. Cockren does
not anticipate, the DOT will come and
do a final inspection, and the quiet zone
would be established 21 days after the
October 19 filing.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski asked if the town should
expect any “foot-dragging” on the part
of the DOT.

Mr. Gildea said he has established a
relationship with the DOT director, who
has said the department would come
out and inspect between the 19th and
21st day. Once the DOT inspection is
satisfied, their staff will remove the
bags over the traffic signs.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca touted the work of Mr. Gildea,
Town Engineer Kris McAloon and Mr.
Cockren.

“It’s so complicated,” Mr. Ciarrocca
said. “Thank you for the work you’ve
done. I’ve gotten a call from someone
in Bayhead who wanted to know how
we did it...I wanted to say thank you
from a lot people who have woken up in
the middle of the night from that
whistle.”

Westfield will shortly be home to the
first 24-hour quiet zone in the state after
a 2005 FRA ruling. Montclair estab-
lished a quiet zone before the ruling

Under public comment, Sharon
Stockwell of Nelson Place thanked
Mayor Andy Skibitsky for the town’s
efforts in restriping crosswalks through-
out Westfield. She also suggested that
there be a crosswalk on Prospect Street
as people cross over Dudley Avenue,
which has never had a crosswalk.

She said a crossing guard, who is a
retired Westfield police officer, helps
children cross that street to reach
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