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The Compleat 
Wrks of Shkspr, 

(abridged)

Full Metal Blues Band
Performs October 23
RAHWAY – Full Metal Blues Band

will perform at the Arts Guild New
Jersey, located at 1670 Irving Street
in Rahway, on Friday, October 23 at
8 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in advance or $20
at the door. To purchase tickets, visit
rahwayartsguild.org or call the guild
at (732) 381-7511, or e-mail
artsguild1670@verizon.net. This
concert is handicapped accessible.

Newly organized group Full Metal
Blues features Vince Di Mura and his
son, 15-year-old guitarist Dre’ Di
Mura, who has been making a splash
in venues, including B.B. King’s in
New York and The World Café in
Philadelphia.

Dre’ is the lead guitarist for Led
Zeppelin and David Bowie tribute
shows featuring Earl Slick (David
Bowie and John Lennon).

Vince is a veteran jazz musician
and musical director, having appeared
on concert stages and theatres
throughout North America, Canada,
and Latin America.

He is best known for his arrange-
ments of “My Way: A Sinatra Cabaret,”
which boasts 300 productions nation-
ally and two spoken-word/jazz operas.

Folk Legend Richie Havens Returns
To Crossroads, Lets ‘Freedom’ Ring

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — As a full house of
fans cheered and applauded, folk leg-
end Richie Havens made his return to
the Garwood Crossroads on a Sunday
night in September. Accompanied by
only a single guitarist, Havens effort-
lessly created the soulful, warm and
love-filled concert experience for
which he is known.

Far from being a nostalgic “folkie”
icon, Havens has turned much of his
focus to the prevailing time, just as he
did in the 1960s when they were
present. Observing what he calls
“superpolitics,” Havens said, “There’s
definitely a need for change in this
country. It seems like everybody who
asks questions asks the wrong ones.
They ask questions to create contro-
versy and get themselves money, not
to get answers that matter. That’s
what they worry about –what sells.”

Havens said it reminds him of the
50s and 60s, when people were happy
with a job and a house but were “empty
spiritually.”

Havens also shared his thoughts on
education, saying that people “spend
so much time telling kids what they
should be doing, and the truth is: kids
already know what they want to do

and should be allowed to do it.”
Havens said he worked with some

kids in Connecticut and helped “get
them a house to work on however
they wanted. Some people thought it
was crazy, but I said, ‘Do grown-ups
really have such a better grasp on how
things should be done? And all those
kids asked their parents for were tools
to work with, not instructions.”

Havens did take a moment for re-
flection, specifically on his participa-
tion in folk icon Pete Seeger’s 90th
birthday celebration at Madison
Square Garden.

“I was amazed to see so many
people come out and say how much
Pete had affected their lives,” he said.
Havens and Seeger have been friends
for years, with Havens calling Seeger
“the eternal 8 year old.”

“If we were somewhere, and people
were talking about something he
didn’t care for or wasn’t interested in,
he’d leave,” Havens reflected. “Pete
had so many things he wanted to talk
about; he didn’t want to waste a mo-
ment with other matters.”

After taking the stage at Cross-
roads, Havens paid tribute to another
folk legend by performing Bob
Dylan’s “All Along the Watchtower.”
After following it with the sad, al-
most mournful, “One More Day,”
Havens lightened the mood with a
quick joke song on “hangups,” dur-
ing which he blew his nose behind his
guitar.

After the fast-paced “Somewhere
in Darkness,” Havens went into a
slightly rambling, but still spellbind-
ing, monologue using his childhood
to illustrate that everyone in the room
was related since everyone could re-
cite Superman’s “faster then a speed-
ing bullet” legend.

Havens lost his place once or twice
(thanking the audience for its pa-
tience) but added a twist by question-
ing how the legend ends with “he
fights for truth, justice, and the Ameri-
can Way?”

Afterwards, Havens showed his
skills as an interpretative singer, with
Dylan’s “Maggie’s Farm” and the
Who’s “Won’t Get Fooled Again.”
He then played a trio of soulful origi-

nals – “The Key,” “My Love is Alive”
and “If I,” before moving into his
biggest hit, “Freedom.” The audience
clapped along, and Havens walked
about stage, playing in a frenzy be-
fore finally leaping into the air to end
the song.

A bit out of breath, Havens then
apologized for his earlier lapse, say-
ing, “We’ve been on tour a while; it
started in 1967.” Still, he came back
for a three-song encore, with “On the
Corner in the Rain,” the Beatles’ “Here
Comes the Sun,” mixed with “The
End,” and Joe Cocker’s “You Are So
Beautiful.” After leaving the stage to
thunderous applause, Havens returned
to sign autographs and speak with the
fans who have loved him since the
tour began in 1967.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LET “FREEDOM” RING...Richie Havens, right, brought his rhythmic guitar
style and classic American folk sound again to The Crossroads in Garwood.

                                               
                         

Juxtapose Gallery Sets Fall Due Sorelle Show
WESTFIELD – Juxtapose Gallery,

located at 58 Elm Street in Westfield,
will host its Fall Due Sorelle jewelry
trunk show on Satur-
day, October 3. The
second half of the
sister team, Tania
Spil, who resides in
Los Angeles, will fly
out to attend the
event. Ms. Spil will
bring some of her
west coast-influ-
enced styles that re-
flect a more casual
and earthy style.
These pieces are a
great compliment to
add and layer with
the existing Due
Sorelle styles.

This season is all about bright, rich
colors. This fall’s collection is full of
the traditional autumn colors, but also
with shots of color that include

fuschias, purples, deep indigo and
cobalt blues. Some necklaces are tra-
ditionally strung on colored silk while

others are woven with
embroidery floss and
silk using three or four
colors of silk to create
a necklace that is truly
unique. Waxed linen
is used to create neck-
laces that are casual
and lightweight using
pearls and silver com-
ponents. There is
something for every
age and style in this
collection. Area resi-
dents are invited to
come to this fall show
and let one of the de-
signers assist them in

selecting a piece that complements
their fall wardrobe.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Little House’s Prairie Struggles
Still Parallel Those of Today

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MILLBURN – People who re-
member the “Little House on the
Prairie” TV series from the 1970s,
starring Michael Landon as Pa, Karen
Grassle as Ma and Melissa Gilbert
as young Laura Ingalls, will be de-
lighted to hear that the show has
gained new life as a musical.

After a sold-out trial run at The
Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis,
Little House on the Prairie, The
Musical has kicked off its 30-city
national tour with performances at
Millburn’s Paper Mill Playhouse that
will run until October 10.

The iconic nine books about life
growing up in the 19th century, from
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s perspective,
have sold millions of copies. It was
only a matter of time before some-
one placed the Ingalls family into a
musical version of the nostalgic sto-
ries.

Director Francesca Zambello re-
cruited composer Rachel Portman,

lyricist Donna Di Novelli and writer
Rachel Sheinkin to collaborate on
the project. Reportedly, the musical

is closer to the books than to the TV
series.

Laura, the buck-toothed, pig-tailed
little gal whom her TV pa called
“half-pint,” grew up in Walnut Grove,
Minn. This time around, Melissa Gil-
bert is the matriarch of the family.
Wisely, Ms. Gilbert doesn’t try to
duplicate Ms. Grassle’s portrayal of
the mother who grounds the family
with values and direction.

The 45-year-old Gilbert finds her
own thoughtful interpretation as
nurturer, protector and guide in this
piece that is a tale of self-reliance,
community and faith.

The small town of DeSmet, S.D.,
comprised of a handful of families,
is the spot where the Ingalls finally
settle thanks to America’s Home-
stead Act. Through that provision,
people over 21 who would inhabit
the land for five years were given a
deed to 160 acres.

Life in South Dakota was none too
easy then, with calamities befalling
the crops, winters that could bust a
thermometer and challenges of day-
to-day surviving on a farm. Young
Laura Ingalls — the daredevil, tom-
boy and free spirit of the TV pro-
gram — has been captured in this
version with Laura (Kara Lindsay)
begging her pa to let her drive the
team of horses.

In Act II, when Laura grows into a
teen, she still has the spirit that her
mother (Melissa Gilbert) lauds in
the tender song, “Wild Child.”

The rest of the cast boasts stellar
voices, especially with sisters Laura
(Kara Lindsay) and Mary Ingalls
(Alessa Neeck) in their poignant
duet, “I’ll be Your Eyes” and the
ironic song, “Good.” Nellie Oleson
(Kate Loprest), complete with blonde
bouncing ringlets and snooty, rich-
girl persona echoed from the TV
series, is a scream when she con-
fesses she misses someone to pick
on in the song, “Without an Enemy.”

Pa, played masterfully by Steve
Blanchard, shines in “The Prairie
Moves” and “Tin Cup.” Kevin

Massey’s character, Alamanzo,
Laura’s teen love interest, displays
his superior tenor voice in “Old
Enough” and “Leaving.”

Lizzie Klemperer, as the half-
crazed Mrs. Brewster, whose loneli-
ness and depression spawns from
the ubiquitous dust, hauntingly por-
trays the darker side of prairie life in,
“Teacher Girl.”

Scenic design by Adrianne Lobel
makes clever use of rings set on the
apron of the stage that serve as an-
chors for real reins of imaginary
horses. With just a few straps of
leather, the actors and the audience
alike take a wild buggy ride and are
immersed momentarily in the race
to the finish line.

Versatile slated wall set pieces mix
and match to form a variety of struc-
tures — from house walls to the
church outline itself. Masterful light-
ing design by Mark McCullough
brings panoramic, majestic skies to
life. Michele Lynch’s choreography
smartly makes use of split rail pieces,
farm tools with continuous move-
ment on the gargantuan stage.

The curtain calls – where Ms. Gil-
bert and her family, like marathon
runners, sprint with an extra kick to
the finish line – provide intricate
footwork.

For a naysayer who thinks that
this Oklahoma-esque musical is too
far removed from the lives of mod-
ern America, let them think again.
Plenty of parallels of the struggles of
everyday life on the prairie 100 years
ago mirror today’s survival in global
economic tough times.

It’s an uphill journey for a show to
make it to Broadway. But according
to the producers, Broadway might
not be the final destination of Little
House on the Prairie, The Musical.
This is a show that is not ready for
Broadway today but provides an
abundance of entertainment and the
spirit of inspiration for tomorrow.

Photo courtesy of Jerry Dalia
PRAIRIE LIFE...The cast of Little House on the Prairie: The Musical performs at
the Paper Mill Playhouse in Millburn.

Woody Allen Comedy
Opens Oct. 3 in Westfield

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players will open its 75th
anniversary season with the Woody
Allen comedy Don’t Drink the Wa-
ter on Saturday, October 3, at 8 p.m.

The show continues at 8 p.m. on
Friday and Saturday evenings on Oc-
tober 10, 17, 23 and 24 with a matinee
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 11.

Directed by Naomi Yablonsky, she
is assisted by Gerry Yablonsky, pro-
ducer Letty Hudak and Stage Man-
ager Barbara Ruban.

In this satirical and farcical com-
edy set in the 1960’s Cold War era,
the Hollander family from Newark
rushes into an American embassy,
two steps ahead of Krojack from
the Secret Police; the family is ac-
cused of spying when they mistak-
enly take snapshots of a restricted
area.

As the embassy is temporarily
being run by the ambassador’s dip-
lomatically incompetent son, the
Hollanders have to think fast to
make their way back to America.
With students picketing outside, a
sanctuary seeking priest inside and
the secret police closing fast, the
Hollanders join up with a visiting
sultan and his harem to try to make
their way home.

The cast features Patrick Carty as
Walter Hollander, Debbie Badal as
wife Marion and Angel Duncan as
daughter Susan. Jim Dingevan of
Garwood plays Krojack, the head
of the Secret Police who pursues
them to the embassy run by Stan
Kaplan of Westfield and Peter Corey
as his befuddled son.

Embassy staff and visitors are
played by Sam Rosalsky as asylum
seeking Father Drobney, Steve
Lemenille as embassy assistant
Kilroy, Lee Grabelsky as the em-
bassy chef , with Alan Gershenson
and Kristen Paparella of Scotch
Plains as visiting dignitaries Kasnar
and Countess Bordoni.

Mark Douches of Scotch Plains
and Rebecca Dias play the visiting
Sultan and his wife the Hollander
family turns to for help.

Continuing the opening-night tra-
dition, “first nighters” are invited to
stay for light refreshments with the
cast and crew after the curtain rings
down.

The 24-hour ticket tape at (908)
232-1221 is now on, and all re-
served seating is $20. The theater is
located at 1000 North Avenue, West
in Westfield. To learn more, view
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Music of the Andes Answers
The Call; Teatro Si Returns

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The husband-and-
wife team of Yas Cortes Duo brought its
native “Music of the Andes” to down-
town Westfield last month.

The concert, which was held at
Westfield’s Galeria West Art Gallery,
is part of the First Friday Music Series
presented by Teatro Si, a New Jersey
theatre arts company dedicated to cel-
ebrating Latin American and Spanish
artistic diversity.

Teatro Si’s mission is to present qual-
ity professional theatrical dance and
music productions that promote and
preserve Latin American and Spanish
culture and heritage in New Jersey.

The Yas Cortes Duo, which consists

of Maria Cortes and Oscar Yas, per-
formed a wide repertoire of music,
from the Tango to the Flamenco.

Many of the songs performed at the
concert were original musical arrange-
ments.

The duo was pleased to be able to
bring a taste of Latin music to the
Westfield area while, at the same time,
promoting the Latin arts.

“We believe that Teatro Si is ex-
tremely important to the Hispanic-
American community because it
spreads music through various artists,
and the music that is representative of
each country or region is an indispens-
able element in the development of its
culture,” said Ms. Cortes.

“We think that the varied Latin-
American repertoire of the Duo Yas-
Cortes is a perfect example of this, and
events like Teatro Si allow artists to
connect with and disseminate aspects
of their native culture to people who
may not otherwise be exposed to these
customs or traditions,” said Mr. Yas.

In attendance that evening was Patrick
Cruz, president and CEO of Teatro Si.

“We strive to leave the attendee with
a fulfilling experience that both enter-
tains and educates,” he said. “It was a
pleasure to have Yas Cortes agree to
join us for this wonderful concert at this
intimate location of Galeria West.”

The next First Friday event will fea-
ture the acclaimed violinist Yuri Turchyn
and his quintet Grupo Yuri, who will
perform original compositions that are
a unique blend of smooth and Latin
jazz. The concert will start at 7 p.m. on
Friday, October 2, at the gallery,  lo-
cated at 111 Quimby Street. For more
information, call (908) 301-9496 or
log onto TeatroSi.com.

WAC Series Kicks Off
With Singer Anne Heaton

WATCHUNG – The Watchung Arts
Center kicks off the fourth season of its
award-winning concert series, “Power-
ful Women of Song,” by presenting
New York City-based singer/songwriter
Anne Heaton on Saturday, October 3,
at the Watchung Arts Center, located at
18 Stirling Road in Watchung.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and the
concert begins at 8 p.m. Admission is
$20 online and $23 at the door. Tickets
can be purchased on line by going to
anneheaton2.eventbrite.com.

Ms. Heaton is an American jazz and
pop-influenced folk singer/songwriter
and pianist from New York City. She is
known for the joy she exhibits singing
and playing piano live.

She has performed with major label

recording artist Jewel and independent
artists such as Melissa Ferrick, HEM,
Jill Sobule and Jonatha Brooke. Her
musical influences are varied: Peter
Gabriel, Indigo Girls, Sinead O’Connor,
10,000 Maniacs and the Rolling Stones,
to name only a few.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is presented by Ahrre Maros, owner
of Ahrre’s Coffee Roastery in Westfield
and host of the award winning Coffee
With Conscience Concert Series in
Westfield.

The Powerful Women of Song Se-
ries is a nine-concert series taking place
on the first Saturday night of each month
from October through June.

To learn more, visit watchungarts.org
or call the (908) 412-9105.

Auditions Held for WCP’s
The Second Time Around

WESTFIELD – Director Fred
Cuozzo of Westfield Community
Players (WCP) is holding open au-
ditions for Henry Denker’s comedy
The Second Time Around on Mon-
day, October 5, and Tuesday, Octo-
ber 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the WCP the-
ater at 1000 North Avenue West.

Play rehearsals will start in No-
vember for performances on Janu-
ary 9, 16, 17, 22, 23 at 8 p.m. and a
Sunday matinee at 3 p.m. on January
14.

Two senior citizens, a widower
and a widow, strike up a love affair
and decide to get married for the
second time around. Thinking it
through, they realize that marriage
will cost them money, as they will
lose Social Security benefits. So they
do the next best thing and inform
their children of their plans to live
together without marrying so they
can keep their hard-earned Social
Security benefits.

Their children hit the ceiling even
though they were never close to their
deceased parents and their own mar-
riages leave a lot to be desired. Sam’s
daughter is married to her ex-ana-
lyst, a stuffy neurotic, while Laura’s
son has a wife who is paranoid about

food additives and their effects on
sexual performance. All ends well
for the elderly twosome but not be-
fore giving their children nervous
fits.

Characters are as follows:
Samuel Jonas – Widower, mid-

late 60s;
Laura Curtis – Widow, early- mid

60s;
Cynthia Morse – Daughter of

Samuel, Late 30s-Early 40s;
Mike Curtis – Son of Laura, Late

30s-Early 40s;
Dr. Arthur Morse – Husband of

Cynthia, Early 40s. (Must be com-
fortable with “overreaction” acting);

Eleanor Curtis – Wife of Mike,
Late 30s-Early 40s;

Bruce Morris – Son of Cynthia
and Arthur, Late teens, Early 20s;

Angela – Friend of Bruce, Late
teens;

To learn more, call (908) 232-
9568.

Community Band
Rehearsals for Winter
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Community Band, a Westfield insti-
tution since 1912, has resumed re-
hearsals after a successful 97th sea-
son of summer concerts in
Mindowaskin Park.

The band is led by Thomas Connors,
who also serves as director of Instru-
mental Music Studies and is an assis-
tant professor of Music Education at
Kean University.

The band is currently seeking ex-
perienced trombone, percussion and
keyboard percussionists, although, all
experienced musicians in the area are
encouraged to contact the band. The
band can be reached through
info@wesfieldcommunityband.com
or by contacting Dr. Connors at (908)
737-4327.

The band rehearses on Wednesday
evenings from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street and will perform in the
Westfield Recreation Department’s
upcoming annual holiday concert.
Interested musicians must be avail-
able on Wednesday evenings through
mid December.

To learn more, go to the band’s
website at
westfieldcommunityband.com.


