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Grammy Nominee Feinstein
To Perform at Recital Hall

UNION – Five-time Grammy nomi-
nee Michael Feinstein will perform at
the grand opening of the Gene and
Shelley Enlow Recital Hall at Kean
University’s East Campus on Friday,
October 2, at 8 p.m.

Mr. Feinstein is one of the most
beloved cabaret performers. He is con-
sidered one of the greatest interpreters
of the Great American Songbook of
music from the 1930s and 1940s, and
launched his career as a pianist at pri-
vate parties in Los Angeles, which led
to a seven-month residency at the
Mondrian Hotel.

His latest album, “The Sinatra
Project,” pays tribute to the Jersey-born
crooner’s popular and undiscovered
works.

The 332-seat recital hall is a major
regional performing arts center that
offers state-of-the-art amenities de-
signed to attract the finest concert art-
ists and performers in the world.

It features a Steinway grand piano
and a Fazioli F-308, an Italian concert
grand piano built specifically for the
performance space. The facility also

boasts a curved skylight allowing for
more natural light. Other features for
performing artists include a section for
instrument storage and a practice area.

The recital hall was made possible
through a generous gift from Gene and
Shelley Enlow. Mr. Enlow, the former
chairman and chief executive officer
for Atlantic Detroit Diesel-Allison, is
currently chairman of the Kean Uni-
versity Board of Trustees.

Other artists on the recital hall’s fall
roster include Kean’s Concert Artists
performing the sonically splendid
Brahms Sextet No. 1 and virtuoso pieces
on October 8 at 8 p.m.; Elmar Oliveira,
the violinist, along with the Arco En-
semble, a virtuoso string orchestra on
October 17 at 8 p.m.; and concert artist
composer-in-residence Liduino
Pitombeira, who will come from Brazil
to present several pieces including the
world premiere of his piano quintet on
October 29 at 8 p.m.

For more information or to order
tickets, visit keanstage.com or call the
Kean Stage Box Office at (908) 737-
SHOW (7469).

SP-F Arts Association Hosts Members Show

“NYC Window” by Connie Pinkowski

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts Associa-
tion will have a members art show in
the downstairs gallery of the Scotch
Plains Library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, during the month of Octo-
ber.

The work will be hung today, Octo-
ber 1, and remain until Thursday,
October 28. Many members are par-
ticipating, and there will be a variety
of work in a number of different me-
diums displayed. The public is in-
vited to view the works in the gallery,
which is handicapped-accessible.

The art association meets every other
month during the school year at the
Patricia Kuran Cultural Arts Center in
Fanwood. There is an artist demonstra-
tion or workshop at every meeting, and
the meetings are free and open to the
public.

The next meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 19, at 7 p.m. There
will be a demonstration on Chinese
Brush painting by North Plainfield
watercolorist Jocelyn Wong. New mem-
bers are always welcome.

For additional information, contact
Paula Pearl (908) 322-2590.

Town of Westfield Exhibits ‘Wil Power’
By JACQUELINE DAVIDSON KOPITO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: Arts and entertain-
ment staff writers Christie Storms and
Christina Hinke, in separate pieces, have
chronicled the Westfield townspeople’s
response to the plight of Wil Kehler.

Jacqueline Davidson Kopito, who has
been covered in the arts section follow-
ing the publishing of “Tales of the Twins,”
wrote the following piece about how the
local community has made the life of
Wil’s father, Doug, that much easier in
this great time of need.

WESTFIELD – Westfield is a town
that is reminiscent of a Norman Rockwell
painting. It is a beautiful little town filled
with wonderful people with diverse be-
liefs, values, attitudes and traits. What is
unique about this community is that
everyone helps each other when needed;
it is the norm.

This story offers a glimpse of how the
people of this town – people I am proud
to have as friends, neighbors and ac-
quaintances – came together to help a
little boy and his family during a difficult
time in their lives.

Last summer, my good friend Doug
Kehler received some terrible news. His
5-year-old son Wil had just been diag-
nosed with a rare and malignant form of
bone cancer called osteosarcoma, and
he would need to have his leg amputated.

Doug and I grew up together, and he
was now raising his family in Westfield.
When I heard the news, my stomach
sank. I felt sick and heartbroken. For
days, I could think of nothing other than
how much pain and suffering little Wil
would have to endure at such a young
age.

As a mother of two boys who are just
a little older than Wil, I could not even
imagine the suffering, the pain, the sleep-
less nights…the hardship this family
was going through.

Doug’s wife had to leave her job to
care for Wil, and Doug had to juggle his
work schedule to care for their other two
children. Knowing the family was under
unimaginable stress, I was thrilled when,
several weeks later, a friend told me that
a fundraiser had been organized for Wil.

More than 500 tickets had already
been sold, and they had also set up a
website where Doug’s family, friends
and neighbors could go to find out more
information about how they could con-
tribute. Doug’s wife stayed in the hospi-
tal every night to stay be with Wil while
Doug took care of their two other chil-
dren, and he would also commute back
and forth to the city to see Wil.

When I visited the website to sign up
to make dinner for the family one night,
I discovered that all the nights were
taken. The community’s outpouring of
support and generosity for Doug and his
family was unbelievable!

Many of Doug’s friends and neigh-
bors had offered to bring over a variety of
prepared foods, including soups, salads,
pasta dishes and all sorts of breads and
pies. Others had offered to carpool. All
the public schools and churches in town
held their own fundraisers. It seemed
like everyone was contributing in some
way to help Wil and his family.

Two young girls, a 12-year-old and
her younger sister who was 10, did
something very special on their own. On

election night, the sisters made brownies
with the help of their mother and then set
up a brownie stand in front of the polls to
raise money. Anyone who hadn’t been
aware of Wil’s case by then certainly
knew about it by the end of the evening.

Better yet, the girls raised a generous
amount of money. It was so touching to
see these girls reach out and do some-
thing to help Wil on their own accord. It
makes you realize how important it is for
anyone at any age to reach out and help
others in their community.

A few weeks later, my sister, our
husbands and I went to the town’s
fundraiser at Temple Emanu-El for Wil.
I was filled with so much emotion on
many different levels. I knew that a lot
was being done for Wil, but it wasn’t
until I walked through the doors and saw
the hundreds of people who had shown
up for this event, that I realize just how
much was being done.

The love and support from families,
friends, and neighbors was more than I
could have ever imagined. In the middle
of the room, there was a huge picture of
Wil with a great big smile on his face.
Practically all my old friends and ac-
quaintances from Westfield High School
were there. They came from near and far
– from California, to Rhode Island and
all points in between – to show they
cared.

I was eager to see Doug. We were
friends during our school days, and I had
lost touch over the years. I finally spotted
Doug, and he looked great and was busy
greeting everyone. To my surprise, he
didn’t look as tired or drained as I thought
he would. He was the same Doug that I
remembered… funny, charming and full
of life.

As we spoke, I became more and
more sad, and there was a point in the
conversation where Doug wound up
consoling me and telling me that every-
thing was going to be alright. Doug’s
strength came from the fact that his
entire community was supporting him
and his family, and praying for his son.

About eight months later, we invited
Doug and his family over for a barbecue
along with my sister’s family and her
two children. All the kids were outside
playing, and Wil was right there beside
them laughing and joking without a care
in the world. He had lost all of his hair,
due to chemotherapy, but it was now
growing in, and he was running around
with a prosthetic leg and crutches, and
playing cops and robbers with all the
boys.

Later on that evening, my husband
did a firework display for everyone. It
was delightful to see Wil jumping up
and down and smiling from ear to ear.
He had never seen colorful, sparkling
fireworks before and he was mesmer-
ized. It was a wonderful night for every-
one.

The community in which I live came
together in a true time of need, to show
their undivided support, kindness and
generosity for Wil’s family.

As a result, the Wil Kehler’s Founda-
tion was founded, wilkehlerfund.com,
which is now helping other children
with cancer who are in need of help and
support. I am so fortunate to be a part of
such a rich, caring community – and am
so inspired by Wil’s story. I trust you are
as well.

UCPAC Showcases Best
Of Garden State Film Festival

RAHWAY – Union County Per-
forming Arts Center presents “Best
of the Garden State Film Festival,”
featuring the award-winning feature-
length documentary Johnny Cash At
Folsom Prison and award-winning
short film The Drummer, on Satur-
day, October 3, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
$15 general admission.

Johnny Cash At Folsom Prison is
an intriguing documentary that fol-
lows the bond that Cash developed
with several prison inmates. It was
these experiences and his commit-
ment to advocacy for prison reform
that led to the recording of “Johnny
Cash at Folsom Prison,” which re-
mains one of the greatest live albums
ever made. Cash committed a huge
part of his life to advocacy for prison
reform.

Forty years later the album still
resonates today with a rawness and

authenticity that few recordings have
ever achieved. This fascinating film,
which features a compelling anima-
tion to Cash’s “25 Minutes To Go,” a
song about going to the gallows, will
show a deeply personal insight into
the gentle side of this American trou-
badour.

The evening will also include a
brilliant and unforgettable short film,
The Drummer. In this 19-minute
funny and quirky “love letter to mu-
sic,” a down-and-out musician gets
one last opportunity to realize his
dream but must embark on a journey
that takes him far beyond his com-
fort zone.

Garden State Film Festival pro-
motes the art of filmmaking on all
levels by showcasing a variety of
film, video and animated works.

To learn more, call (732) 499-
8226 or visit UCPAC.org.

One Thousand People Cram
Summit School to see WSO

By MAGGIE DIGGORY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT – Saturday night’s perfor-
mance of Puccini’s Madama Butterfly
was one of the highest attended perfor-
mances in the 27-year history of
Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO).

More than 1,000 audience members
of all ages attended the two-and-a-half-
hour concert at Summit High School,
marking the WSO’s 182nd perfor-
mance. During his opening remarks,
Mark Felder, WSO board chairman,
welcomed the audience and informed
them of the large number who pur-
chased tickets for the evening. “We
value the partnership with Summit High
School,” said Mr. Felder.

Music Director David Wroe restarted
the performance about 10 minutes in,
after the subtitles provided by the New
York Opera Society did not appear on
the overhead screen. After intermis-
sion, Mr. Wroe thanked the audience
for its patience. “The computer timed
out. Don’t you just love Bill Gates?”
Mr. Wroe jokingly asked the crowd.

He also thanked the New York Opera
Society and its founder/ executive di-
rector Jennifer Cho, who sang the part
of Kate Pinkerton.

The entire stage at Summit High
School was utilized for the performance.
The 50-member Summit High School
chorus sat behind the WSO and pro-
vided a robust and glorious “Humming
Chorus.”

The group spoke to The Westfield
Leader and The Times during intermis-
sion. Members had been practicing with
their director, Wayne Mallette, for a
month and dress rehearsed with the
WSO on Thursday for two hours after
school.

There was nary a glitch, as the en-
semble of musicians and singers glided
through the performance with a tender-
ness and passion for Puccini’s score.

Continuing with the WSO’s “Opera
in Concert” series, the singers were not
in period dress; rather, they appeared in
an elegant and fitting gown, suit or
tuxedo, respectively.

Yunah Lee as Cio-Cio-San (Butter-
fly) wore a romantic purple gown with
elaborate embroidery, echoing her
character’s geisha background. Ms. Lee
often carried a white decorative fan and
had a matching purple wrap that stood
for her obi or sash. Brett Cobo, as Goro,
also frequently carried a fan on stage as
well.

As there was no set, the director’s
stand doubled as a place for Gustavo
Ahualli, as Sharpless, to knock on
Butterfly’s front door. Two chairs were
also used intermittently.

The deeply moving emotion evoked
by Puccini’s orchestral arrangement and
libretto enraptured the audience Satur-
day evening.

In the second act, the 1,000-strong
audience signified its delight in the
performance by a round of applause for
Ms. Lee’s rendition of “Un Bel Di”
(“One Beautiful Day”).

The maestro’s son, Sebastian Wroe,
participated as the son of Butterfly and
Pinkerton, Dolore. He was dressed in
what seemed to be a blue uwagi (ki-
mono-like jacket) with shorts and sneak-
ers, which added an endearing touch to
his silent role in act three.

Later, the tears shed by Hai-Ting
Chinn (as Butterfly’s maid, Suzuki)
and Ms. Lee alike prepared the audi-
ence for the misty rain awaiting them
outside after the evening opera ended.

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-882
AWARED TO: T & M Associates,

Middletown, New Jersey
SERVICE: for the construction adminis-

tration and inspection services for the con-
struction of a new weapons fire range at
the existing facility in Springfield, New
Jersey

COSTS: in the amount of $59,805 for a
new total contract amount of $133,805

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-871
AWARED TO: Rabbi Moshe A.

Abramowitz, Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide religious services

the Jewish residents/patients at Runnells
Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: November 1, 2009-October
31, 2010

COSTS: in the amount of $6,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-872
AWARED TO: Leevon N. Coles,

Plainfield, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide religious services

for the Protestant residents/patients at
Runnells Specialized Hospital

PERIOD: November1, 2009- October
31, 2010

COSTS: in the amount of $8,000.
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-892
amending (Resolution No. 2009-781)
AWARED TO: LaCorte, Bundy,

Varady & Kinsella, Union, New Jersey
SERVICE: special counsel in the matter

entitled Paul Takacs v. UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000

for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $50,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-873
AWARED TO: Kanen Psychological

Services, Ridgewood, New Jersey
SERVICE: to provide psychological

evaluations for the Juvenile Detention
Center staff candidates

PERIOD: July 1, 2009-December 31,
2009

COSTS: at a cost of $250 per evalua-
tion, for a total amount not to exceed
$10,000.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-886
AWARED TO: CCMS, Colts Neck, New

Jersey
SERVICE: for security system upgrades

at Runnells Specialized Hospital
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed

$96,600
Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk

of the Board of Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-893
amending (Resolution No. 2008-838)
AWARED TO: Bauch Zucker Hatfield,

LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICE: special counsel in the matter

entitled Richard Rodbart v. UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000

for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $35,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 09/24/09
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2009-891
amending (Resolution No. 2009-584)
AWARED TO: Bauch Zucker Hatfield,

LLC, Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICE: special counsel in the matter

entitled Robert Travisano v. UC, et als
COSTS: for an additional sum of $10,000

for a new total contract amount not to
exceed $110,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 10/1/09, The Leader Fee: $21.42

Editor’s Note: Union County Legal Notices
Three additional Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders Legal Notices of

Ordinances from the 9/24/09 meeting have been  published as an adder to the
download of our newspaper online at www.goleader.com.
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David Samsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON...Sebastian Wroe, center, the son of Maestro David
Wroe, right, got into the act during the Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s perfor-
mance of Madama Butterfly. At left, playing Sebastian’s mother is Yunah Lee as Cio-
Cio-San (Butterfly), and at center is Hai-Ting Chinn (as Butterfly’s maid, Suzuki).

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Director Steven Soderbergh’s The
Informant!, touted as a very near to
true account of how whistleblower
Mark Whitacre (Matt Damon) helped
the FBI uncover corruption at food
giant Archer Daniels Midland, points
out one overwhelming fact: There is
no lack of muck to be raked in
America. What’s worse, more than
simple greed is to blame.

Rather, it’s a complicated
confluence of factors that pundits and
philosophers have agonized over since
time immemorial, played out here via
a cast of businessmen villains and
inscrutable heroes. And just to fur-
row our brows a bit more, few of the
players are who they think they are.
Nary a character doesn’t see himself
as the guy in the white hat.

Especially Mr. Whitacre. Forget-
ting for a moment that he was
complicit in international price fix-
ing prior to coming forward, the
Cornell-educated biochemist main-
tains the corporate culture was foisted
on him. But indeed, unlike most of
the film’s dramatis personae, there’s
more afoot here than the human tal-
ent for rationalizing bad behavior.

Kudos goes to Matt Damon. With-
out venturing a personality diagnosis
that might give too much away, suf-
fice it to note his portrayal of Whitacre
virtually embodies the moral conun-
drum under dissection. He has us
coming and going, the curiousness of
his nature synergizing with the tattle-
tale into a helical plot that spins one
really daffy saga.

It is Shakespearean in that there are
no simple answers…only educated
inquiries. In a front row seat at the yin
and yang of commerce, we are be-
mused and abashed in one fell
swoop…made to feel small by the
sheer might of those evil forces that
be, and yet offered hope of empower-
ment by Soderbergh’s astute flexing
of the First Amendment.

Based on the book by investigative
journalist Kurt Eichenwald and
adapted for the screen by Scott Z.
Burns (“The Bourne Ultimatum”), it
is completely dizzying. Damon as
Whitacre ups the ante with a first-
person narration that boggles the
mind. And then again, aside from its
cutting-edge wackiness, the flow-of-
conscious ramblings add great real-
ism.

Still, trying to grasp what made the
snitch go to the FBI in the first place
is the stuff that makes for lively post-
movie discussion around the coffee
table. Things are even more convo-
luted than they appear at first blush.

There’s a secret about our boy that

The Informant!: The Case
Of the Telltale Businessman

you can’t know just now. However,
we can attribute a portion of his deci-
sion to good old antipathy.

While he claims altruism and is
certain that the board of directors at
Archer Daniels Midland will ulti-
mately thank him for cleaning house,
he dislikes his bosses and their ilk.

He iterates that he is different…a
scientist. And so his disdain for the
blue flannel suits might be a way to
absolve himself from having profit-
ably played at their reindeer games.

Though occasionally jagged and
resultantly off-putting in parts, the
mulling self-analysis and streaming
autobiography Whitacre confides
whilst embarking on what he sees as
the 007 part of his life supplies a
captivating tone to the dark comedy.
While never quite sure whether to
sympathize with the protagonist, at
moments we can’t help but be touched.

But regardless of whether he is in
earnest, deluding himself or trying to
convince us of his rightful place in
the family of man, his divulgences
cause us pause. Fact is, a farmer can’t
plant a seed without the middlemen
food corporations knowing about it.
Which brings us to the essential amino
acid lysine and those who would con-
spire to fix its price.

The FBI, while zealous to make a
case out of Mark’s cooperation, re-
ally doesn’t know how to figure him.
Hauling down 350K a year in the mid
1990s, driving a different one of his
exotic luxury cars each day, he is a
mass of contradictions. The kicker is,
there is endless inconsistency in his
contradiction. But if he’s crazy, we
suspect it’s like a fox.

One day, he no longer wishes to
play ball, but then he does. The tell-
tale journey plays like a sleepwalk
punctuated with night terrors. He al-
ternates from paranoid to romantic.
E.g.—Though his dealings with Spe-
cial Agent Brian Shepard (Scott
Bakula) are mostly troubled, in one
instance he fantasizes how maybe
some day the two will go fishing.

Adding to the film’s hauntingly
nutty disposition is the realization
that countless firms regularly con-
spire to sully the spirit of free enter-
prise by rigging the game and liter-
ally stealing the bread from our
mouths. There is capitalism and there
is outright cheating. Managing an
odd sense of humor about it, The
Informant! spills the beans on the
latter.

* * *
The Informant!, rated R, is a Warner

Bros. Pictures release directed by
Steven Soderbergh and stars Matt
Damon, Scott Bakula and Melanie
Lynskey. Running time: 108 minutes.

‘Thanksgiving 1959’ Tells
Story of a ‘Simpler Time’

WESTFIELD – With the high
school football season in full swing,
Blue Devil Assistant Coach Joe Avena
will join sportswriter Jay Price for a
meet and greet at The Town Book
Store on October 3 from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m.

Mr. Avena, a longtime Westfield
resident, has been a Blue Devil assis-
tant coach since retiring from the
New York City public school system,
but his central role in “Thanksgiving
1959” stems from his days as a player
at New Dorp High School on Staten
Island under legendary coach Sal
Somma, a one-time dropout who
kicked the extra point that upset Vince
Lombardi and Fordham’s famed
“Seven Blocks of Granite.”

“Thanksgiving 1959” chronicles
the lives of Coach Somma and his
high school and college teammate,
Andy Barberi, who become coaching
rivals on Staten Island.

It includes a foreword by Bobby
Thomson, who hit the most famous
home run in baseball history, the “Shot
Heard Round the World.”

The public can meet Coach Avena
and Mr. Price at The Town Book
Store, located at 270 East Broad Street
in Westfield on the corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets. Those un-
able to attend this event can call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535
to reserve an autographed copy.


