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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

WALCH WINS ALL-AROUND, VAULTING, BARS, FLOOR

Lady Cougars Beat Raiders,
Dayton/Brearley Gymnasts

HARTNETT NETS 2 GOALS, DeMARS HEADS 1ST GOAL

Cougar Soccer Boys Roll on,
Shut Out Rahway Indians, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore Mary Kate Walch per-
formed all of her routines well to lead
the Cranford High School gymnas-
tics team to a 103.825-101.25 victory
over a strong Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders squad in Cranford on Sep-
tember 22.

Walch also took top honors with an
all-around total of 35.3 followed by
Raider senior Lindsay Robinson, who
totaled 34.2, and Cougar Vivian
Altmann, who totaled 34.1. Walch took
first in the vault with an 8.85 followed
by Raider Gina Pelosi at 8.65, while
Altmann and Raider Jessica Colineri
tied for third at 8.5. Although not in the
top three in the vault, Robinson per-
formed a Tsukahara as did freshman
Alex Peluso, who performed it for the
first time.

The uneven bars’ top honors also
went to Walch, who scored an 8.8.
Walch specialized with a giant swing
on the low bar before transferring to
the upper bar. Cougar Danielle
McAuliffe placed second with an 8.65
and Altmann took third at 8.5.

McAuliffe grabbed first on the bal-
ance beam with an 8.9 followed by
Walch at 8.75. Raiders Peluso and
Robinson tied for third with an 8.7.
Walch came back to claim first on the

floor exercise with an 8.85, Altmann
took second at 8.65 and Cougar fresh-
man Emily Grable, along with Raid-
ers Colineri and Peluso tied for third
with an 8.575.

“Mary Kate had a great meet over-
all. Danielle and Vivian were also
consistent,” Cougar Head Coach
Michele Charney Hulse said.

The Raiders were without the ser-
vices of freshman Melissa Gara, who
broke her finger the night before the
meet. She is expected to be sitting out
the next few weeks.

“Lindsay Robinson had a great meet
and vaulted a ‘tsuk’, along with Alex
Peluso. Both Alex and Lindsay scored
high for us on floor and beam,” said
Raider Head Coach Lisa Cerchio,
who added, “They both went all-
around, along with Jessica Colineri.
Jess had a strong beam routine and
floor. It just wasn’t enough to pull a
win out. Cranford had a great meet!”

The Cougars also defeated Jonathan
Dayton/Brearley, 102.3-42.9 on Sep-
tember 24. Coach Charney Hulse
mixed her lineup and freshman Sara
LoBue placed first with an all-around
total of 32.7. Walch took first in the
vault with a 9.0, LoBue took second
at 8.5 and McAuliffe tied for third
with Dayton’s Erika Seale at 8.2.

LoBue won the unevens with a

score of 8.1 followed by Seale at 8.0
and Cougar freshman Bryanna Grant
at 7.4. McAuliffe won the beam with
an 8.9, LoBue took second at 8.5 and
Grable took third at 8.1. Grable took
top honors on the floor exercise with
an 8.8, while McAuliffe and Altmann
placed 2-3 with respective scores of
8.5 and 8.1.

“The girls had a good day today.
This was Sara’s first meet as an all-
arounder. Emily Grable also improved
her floor score by a full point in one
week,” coach Charney Hulse noted.

The Cougars will host the always
competitive, Cougar Invitational at
the High School gym tomorrow, Oc-
tober 2, beginning at 6 p.m.
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Five days after a defining win over
No. 20 Westfield, the 15th ranked
Cranford High School boys soccer
team wasted little time getting on the
fast track to another victory with a 3-
0 shutout of Rahway at Memorial
Field in Cranford on September 22.

Four minutes into the game, Connor
DeMars positioned himself in the right
place to put his head on a long throw-
in from Ryan Lopes and drill it into
the net.

“Lopes has been a weapon with his
throw-ins. Demars hit a beautiful
header. He’s great in the air and that
quick goal gave us some breathing
room,” said Cougar Head Coach Mike
Cursi, whose team has three goals off
throw-ins this season. “We were much
better in our midfield transition to-
day, something we have addressed at
practice the past few days. There are
always things to improve on, and
we’ll keep doing that in practice ev-
ery day.”

Five minutes later, senior Pat Kaskiw
served a ball from the Cougar backfield
to Pat Hartnett, who was slashing
across the field. Hartnett shed a de-
fender and ripped the ball across the
goal from 10 yards out. The third goal
was scored with 9:15 left in the game
by Hartnett, who finished a feed from
tri-captain/stopper Eric Walano.

“I thought Rahway did a nice job
tactically trying to slow us down, look-
ing for us to make a mistake, by play-
ing defensive minded,” coach Curci
said. “But our boys played smart, pa-
tient soccer, and did a nice job spread-
ing the field to create some good op-
portunities. Our goal was to get off to
a fast start and we did. Two goals in the
first ten minutes allowed us to control
the tempo the rest of the match.”

The 0-2 Rahway Indians played a
defensive-minded game throughout,

perhaps looking for a counter attack.
The Indians had no shots in the first
half and three in the second half.
Cougar goalkeeper Scott Boyer
needed only to make one save.

“Rahway has some quick players
who are dangerous in transition, but
again our defense did an outstanding
job, not giving up a shot in the first
half and only three for the game,”
coach Curci said. “Lopes was terrific
at right back, always cool under pres-
sure. Sweeper Pat Kaskiw has done
an outstanding job directing the de-
fense. I love the way he takes control
and the fact he can create from the
back, getting an assist today. Walano
holds his position well and rarely gets
beat. Left back Rob Ghiretti antici-
pates as well as anyone and his speed
and skill is key to his shutting down
opposing wings.”

Hartnett’s two goals upped his sea-
son total to eight. The win upped the
Cougars’ record to 5-0 and 2-0 in the
conference. The Cougars have also
outscored their opponents this sea-
son, 19-2.

“Starting 5-0 is something we talked
about, and while we take it one game
at a time, we’re always looking at the
big picture, the goals we have for the
season. We put pressure on ourselves
to improve with every game and I
think that keeps us focused and gives
us the mindset that we can play with
anyone,” coach Curci said. “We’re
obviously very pleased with our
record, but there’s still a long way to
go. It’s important we don’t take any-
thing for granted, stay focused and
keep playing good soccer.”
Rahway 0 0 0
Cranford 2 1 3
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Recovering very well from its only
loss of the season, a 6-0 setback to
No. 3 ranked Westfield on September
17, the Cranford High School girls
soccer team shut out the Union Catho-
lic Lady Vikings, 5-0, at Memorial
Field in Cranford on September 25.

The Cougar girls, who tied then
No. 4 Montclair earlier in the season,
defeated Rahway and Kent Place ear-
lier in the week and, with the victory
over the Vikings, extended their record
to 4-1-1.

“The girls began the game with a
lot of confidence coming off of two
wins earlier in the week. They knew
UC was currently seeded ahead of
them in their conference division so it

was a must win,” Cougar Head Coach
Jen Michewicz said.

Senior forward Sarah Dowzycki,
with the help an aggressive push from
her teammates, gave the Cougars an
immediate jumpstart with a goal only
minutes into the game. She added her
second goal before the 20-minute
mark to up her week’s total to five
goals.

Senior outside midfielder Michelle
Gargiulo ripped in another goal to
give the Cougars a 3-0, cushion at
halftime. Senior forward/midfielder
Victoria Labrutto and senior center
midfielder Jamie Webb each added
goals in the second half.

“The girls showed that they had the
ability to come out and take advan-
tage of scoring opportunities to put
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Go Cougars!

DOWZYCKI NOTCHES TWO GOALS, FOLGER 2 ASSISTS

Cougar Soccer Girls Shut Out
Union Catholic Vikings, 5-0

teams away. (Senior) Jen Folger an-
chored the midfield and was a key
player in the game, creating many
offensive opportunities, two of which
resulted in assists,” coach Michewicz
said.

Throughout the game, the Cou-
gars’ defense rejected any Lady Vi-
king attack.

“Defenders Taylor D’Antico, Emily
McCue, Kristen Cecchini and Madi-
son Savulich were solid for the entire
game, allowing very few offensive
opportunities for UC,” coach
Michewicz added.

The were scheduled to finish out
the month against Roselle Catholic
yesterday, September 30.
Union Catholic 0 0 0
Cranford 3 2 5
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING THE BALL UPFIELD…Cougar stopper Eric Walano brings the ball up field against the Rahway Indians.
Walano slipped a feed to Pat Hartnett, who scored his eighth goal of the season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING THE PINCH ON A VIKING…Outside midfielder Natalie Englese, No. 21, and forward Danielle Jakubik, No.
4, put the pinch on a Union Catholic Viking.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFINITELY ON THE BEAM…Cougar Danielle McAuliffe performs a hand-
stand on the balance beam.


