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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Twin Bargain: A Great Book
AND Hanging Out With ‘Joe’

Joe Avena, who is currently in his
16th season as a WHS assistant football
coach, will be at The Town Book Store
on East Broad Street this Saturday, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m., for a book signing.
Avena was the starting center on the
1959 New Dorp (Staten Island) High
School football team that is a central
part of the book “Thanksgiving 1959,”
written by award-winning sports writer
Jay Price.

The book chronicles life from the
Depression through the pre-Verrazano
Narrows Bridge days on Staten Island,
when there were still fields and farms
and very few condos and townhouses.
And it looks at the Island’s big Turkey
Day rivalry between New Dorp and
Curtis, coached by Sal Somma and
Andy Barberi, a couple of different-as-
night-and-day former high school (at
Curtis) and college teammates.

Avena and Price, a longtime sports
writer at the Staten Island Advance and
former assistant coach at Manasquan
under the legendary Vic Kubu, will sign
books and hold a question-and-answer
discussion.

My massive book collection includes
different high school teams in New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Utah, Loui-
siana, Massachusetts and Washington.
And this book, which I couldn’t put
down and actually read in one day,
ranks at the very top of the list, right
along with “Friday Night Lights.”

If you’re a “baby boomer,” you will
relate to many things mentioned in the
book. Price is an “old school” guy who
quietly gets in some sweet digs about
sports parents, SportsCenter, hot-
doggin’ and other changes in society
and the world of kids’ sports over these
50 years.

If you’re just a fan of a good well-
written book, this is a keeper. And if
you’re a recent WHS player, it’s worth
the price just to see the photo of a
young, pre-salt-and-pepper bearded Joe
Avena, wearing his No. 45 jersey!

While we’re talking about good
books, Dr. Rob Schram (WHS, ’64) has
come out with another lesson for living
the good life. It’s called “Oh My God
… it is all the same” and it’s a series of
“how to’s” for living a peaceful, mean-
ingful life. Said one reviewer: Ancient
philosophy, quantum physics, ageless
wisdom, and a charming sense of hu-
mor all combine in “Oh My God” to
offer an entertaining read, an informa-
tive overview of philosophies, and a
personal perspective that inspires you
to find, know, and become your true
self and live life to the fullest.

JUST WONDERING
If anybody else has been following

the fortunes of former Ridge coach
“Run It Up” Tony Mottola up at
Demarest this year. For those who
haven’t been keeping tabs of the guy
who put his starting quarterback back
into the playoff game against WHS last
year and had him throwing passes with
four minutes left in a mercy-clock game
his team led 49-13, the Norsemen are 1-
2, with a 36-14 loss to Mahwah and a
42-7 drubbing by Ramapo before last
Saturday’s win over Bergenfield.

LOOKING BACK
Saturday’s 23-14 football loss to

Devil of the Week
Tara Criscuolo

Tennis

Bridgewater-Raritan was another exer-
cise in frustration, but at least the Pan-
thers seemed to be a good team, with
some very good players. Still, another
outstanding defensive effort and some
good hard running by Joe Ondi goes for
naught.

There are 80, 90 plays in a high
school football game, but the outcome
is usually decided by just four or five of
them. And so it was Saturday. A long
wobbly, poorly thrown pass to a 6-foot-
5 receiver became a long gain when the
well-covered receiver won the dual-
reception battle with Hugo Nolasco.
That led to the first B-R score.

The second was set up by another
long, Hail Mary-type of lob where the
receiver pushed off Brian Henry but got
away with it. WHS held on downs at the
1 but then suffered a safety on second
down.

Trailing 9-7 at the half, two plays that
had cost WHS a win at Watchung Hills
returned to haunt the hometown fans.
First a fumble on a sack was picked up
and run in for a touchdown; that’s twice
in nine days that happened … and then,
déjà vu, after a nice WHS drive made it
16-14, B-R returned the ensuing kick-
off for a touchdown, again untouched,
as happened vs. ’Chung.

There’s still plenty of football left to
be played … plenty of time for things to
balance out, as they tend to do. After
this week’s bye, the next three oppo-
nents are 0-2 North Hunterdon (which
plays Ridge this week, then Linden the
week after), 1-2 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(with Immaculata and Phillipsburg the
next two weeks) and a Montgomery
team that’s 2-1 but lost 53-7 to
Bridgewater.

The girls tennis team won its fifth
straight Union County Tournament title,
and 14th in tourney’s 34-year history,
sweeping the singles (Lexi Borr, Tara
Criscuolo, Debbie Wu) and winning at
first doubles (Sam Borr, Morgan
Murphy). Lexi Borr, a freshman, won
48 out of 50 games in her four victories.
Criscuolo, a senior who won at third
singles as a freshman and second singles
as sophomore before finishing third at
first singles last year, and Wu, a junior
who won at second doubles in ’07 and
second singles last year, both became
three-time county champs.

A sweet double victory by the soccer
teams last Wednesday over SP-F, both
by 2-1 scores. That makes six consecu-
tive regular-season wins over the Raid-
ers for the WHS boys.

LOOKING AHEAD
This is the bye week for the football

team … with a trip to North Hunterdon’s
Singley Field in Clinton coming up on
Oct. 9 (the same night as a huge game
in Ohio when the Massillon Tigers visit
the Steubenville Big Red. The T-I-G, E-
R-S are 5-0 heading into this Saturday’s
mammoth game at Cleveland St.
Ignatius!) This is the first football game
between WHS and North Hunterdon,
although the schools have met in base-
ball, girls basketball, softball and ten-
nis.

The cross-country teams head down
to Holmdel on Saturday for the Shore
Coaches Invitational. The gymnasts are
at Cranford tomorrow for the annual

Cougar Invitational, which WHS has
won the past three years. WHS senior
Jenna Rodrigues has won the all-around
each of those years. The boys soccer
team has a couple of interesting non-
conference matches, hosting Hunterdon
Central on Saturday and visiting West
Orange on Monday. The girls soccer
team visits Somerville on Saturday. The
volleyball team travels to Northern Val-
ley Regional for a tournament on Satur-
day, then has big home matches next
week with Union on Monday and
Hunterdon Central on Wednesday.

IN PASSING
George Hess (WHS, ’38) passed

away on Sept. 19. Hess was an out-
standing baseball player at WHS, play-
ing catcher on the ’37 team and mov-
ing to right field as a senior when Bill
Evans took over at catcher. Hess also
played fullback on the ’37 football
team and was a member of the ’37 and
’38 basketball teams. But baseball was
his best sport, and he continued to play
after high school, first on the Westfield
Trojans (1939 and ’40) and then switch-
ing over to the Westfield Hawks in
1943. In 1945 he became the player-
manager of the Hawks and the team
won the Union County League regu-
lar-season titles in 1946 and ’47, and
posted a 50-14, league record during
those three years. Among the players
on those teams were: former Heisman
Trophy winner Larry Kelley, Chick
and George Miller, Al Pfeiffer, Red
MacCloskey, Bobby Dougherty, Ray
and Sandy Thompson, Art
Frederickson, Tony Mack, Ralph

Caruso, Al Nemeth, Hal White and
Johnny Morris ... and many others.

AUSSIES RULE
For those who missed it early Satur-

day morning on ESPN Classic, the
Geelong Cats beat the St. Kilda Saints,
80-68, to win the 2009 Australian Rules
Football League’s Grand Final. “Aussie
Rules” is my favorite sport to watch,
although it’s pretty much unknown to
most Americans. If you ever get a chance
to watch a game, you’ll be hooked.

DID YOU KNOW?
Alex Schmidt, first-year coach of the

unbeaten and highly ranked WHS girls
soccer team, was co-captain (with Scott
Mueller) of the ’95 WHS boys team
that went 21-3 and won the state Group
4 title. That team included Liam
Wertheimer, whose older brother
Boomer is married to Katie Egan, who
coached the WHS girls the past five
years (65-26-11 record) but is missing
this season due to pregnancy leave.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winner of a free sub

from Mike, the new owner at Westfield
Subs, is Tara Criscuolo. The senior ten-
nis player won her third Union County
Tournament singles title on Friday, help-
ing WHS win its fifth straight team
title. The only WHS girl to win three
UCT titles was Kirsten Loft (’81), a
four-time singles champion.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or lose,
WHS4EVR!
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season. I think he’s given up three
goals all season,” Greenspan said.

“It was a great save! We are very,
very blessed! We have an exceptional
goalkeeper in Adam Fine, an excep-
tional goalkeeper in Zach and Dylan
Simon. I’ve got three true phenom-
enal goalkeepers. Only one time in
my career have I split halves like this.
Adam is also quite a force on the
field. He made a couple of great runs
and ate up some time late in the game,”
Kapner said.

With 7:33 left in the first half,
McEvoy, running down the left side,
received a slick tap from teammate
Travis Cortes and ripped a left-to-
right shot into the netting.

“Cortes gave it to me after (Chris)
Freeman got it. I took it down the left
side a little more. (Blue Devil Evan)
Heroux stepped toward Freeman. I
just kept on going. Freeman tapped
over (to Cortes) and I tapped it past
Fine,” McEvoy explained.

With less than a minute remaining in
the half, Blue Devil Billy Sickles made
a long throw-in into a crowd at the far
corner of the box. Heine saw the loose
ball and headed it into the net past
Zukofsky, who finished with six saves.

“Billy threw it and I think Joe

(Greenspan) flicked it, and it sneaked
through. No one was really moving. I
flicked behind the ‘D’(efense) and
headed it in,” Heine explained.

“The Heine goal was almost ironic
because we have lost a half-of-dozen
games over the years on throw-in
goals. It’s possibly the first time we’ve
won a game against Scotch Plains on
a throw-in goal,” coach Kapner said.

Star Johan Hernandez, who was in-
jured last week, did not play and the
Raiders had to make some adjust-
ments, especially in the second half.
Greaney moved into the back and Joey
D’Annunzio shifted up to the front.

“The readjustment was pretty
simple. We just brought one person
back into the middle. We have some
depth on our team, which is good.
Obviously, having Hernandez out is a
big loss for us. We were able to swing
back into things, but that is what
happened. We put Joey up top so we
could get some speed to try to get that
second goal so we could tie it up,”
McEvoy said.

“It was a really big win! We were
heavy underdogs, not favored. We are
4-1 now,” Heine said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 0 1
Westfield 2 0 2

Blue Devil Boys Take First
At Stewart Memorial X-C

The No. 10 ranked Westfield High
School boys cross-country team ran
in a tight pack, averaging 16:58.2 per
runner, to capture the Varsity A team
crown at the Stewart Memorial cross-
country meet at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on September 26. Westfield
had a total of 47, while No. 13
Millburn finished second with a 111
total. Morristown was third at 116.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood placed sixth
at 159.

Senior Ryan Scrudato crossed
fourth with a time of 16:40.3. North
Hunterdon’s Matt McDonald took
first with a time of 16:22. Blue Devils
Jack Leahy finished eighth at 16:46.0
and Zach Lizmi was ninth at 16:57.1.
Andrew Kirna (17:09) finished 11th,
Tyler Cusick (17:18) was 14th, Mike

Kelley (17:31) finished 20th and John
Kirna (17:34) was 21st. Scrudato’s
and Leahy’s times made the WHS
all-time list.

The Blue Devil junior varsity took
first in their race as well. David
Carville crossed first followed by
Evan Tarlow and Sam Tooley. Adrian
Bizzaro crossed fifth, Gustav
Danielsson finished sixth, Kevin
Ingram took eighth and Wade Preston
crossed ninth. Freshman Rob
Marcsydlo placed 11th, Jason
Colasanti took 16th and Alex Hay
finished 23rd.

The Westfield girls placed fourth
in the Varsity A race with a total of
104 and the Raiders took eighth with
a 194 total. Morristown won with a
49 total.

FIRST PLACE…The Blue Devil boys placed first at the Stewart Memorial cross-
country meet. Pictured, left to right, are: Coach Jack Martin, Andrew Kirna,
Mike Kelley, Tyler Cusick, Ryan Scrudato, Zack Lizmi, Jack Leahy, John Kirna,
Coach Chris Tafelsky and Coach Wes Brockway.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING FOR THE SAVE…Raider goalie Anthony Zukofsky dives to make the
save in the intense game against the Blue Devils.
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CRANFORD $359,000
Spacious Colonial. Living room &
formal Dining Room with built-in
mantles. Extra large Eat-in Kitchen
with dishwasher. Bright & sunny
3-season porch off kitchen.Walk
up attic to fourth bedroom and
large walk-in storage room. Close
to NY train and bus commute.
MLS: 2716003.

CRANFORD $469,900
Very spacious Colonial Cape with
master suite on first floor. Needs
some updating. Offers great poten-
tial! Hardwood floors (under car-
pet on first floor), fireplace, 4 bed-
rooms & 3 full baths. Great closet
space. MLS: 2714522.

FANWOOD $479,000
Lovely four bedroom Colonial. Up-
dated Eat in Kitchen with granite
counters, Living Room with fire-
place, Formal Dining Room with
corner cabinets, Family Room with
windows on three walls, large Mas-
ter, laundry on first floor. Beauti-
fully landscaped yard with pond.
MLS: 2713091.

SCOTCH PLAINS $469,900
De Cuollo built expanded Ranch
in Homestead Village with 5 bed-
rooms and 3 Baths. Great space
with oversized basement & garage;
two fireplaces. Close to grade
school & High School. Includes
Shuffleboard Table & Piano in
basement. MLS: 2673495.

WESTFIELD $1,435,000
Move-in condition Center Hall
Colonial in top location! Truly spa-
cious and gracious. Beautifully de-
signed Eat-in Kitchen, new Family
Room, terrific Master Bedroom, &
4 new full baths. New CAC, heat,
roof, and hardwood floors. Must be
seen! MLS: 2713699.

WESTFIELD $985,000
Wonderful spacious Colonial
Split offers two family rooms, de-
lightful screened porch, ample
storage/closets, all huge rooms,
impeccably maintained, 2 fire-
places plus indoor barbecue,
walkup attic. Professionally land-
scaped. MLS: 2682127.

WESTFIELD $499,900
Artfully styled Colonial. Living
room with fireplace, lovely formal
Dining room. Newer Kitchen
with powder room & breakfast
room, sunny parlor/den, nice bed-
rooms, enclosed porch, great
yard. Close to everything loca-
tion. MLS: 2712776.

WESTFIELD $625,000
Vintage Colonial with great details
like wood floors, trim & stone fire-
place. Home offers 3BR and
1.1BA. Main bath completely re-
done in September. Koi pond in
backyard. Hot tub included. Close
to train & town. Oil tank in base-
ment. MLS: 2714194.


