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RAIDERS SZCZUKA, PANNURI PLACE SECOND, RAIDERS FINISH THIRD

Lady Blue Devils Claim 5th Straight UCT
Tennis Title with 4 Individual Champs

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman Lexi Borr breezed her
way into the first singles champion-
ship match then claimed the title with
a 6-0, 6-2, victory over Raider Alex
Szczuka as the Westfield High School
girls tennis team captured its fifth
straight Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship at Donald Van
Blake Courts in Plainfield on Sep-
tember 25.

The Blue Devils, who entered the
tournament as the top seed in every
flight, won four of them and placed
second in the other to total 96 points.
Kent Place (KP) took second with 72
points, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) placed two girls in the finals
and finished third with a total of 46.

“Our players don’t buy into the
status of the seed. They go out and
play their game whether they are
seeded first or ninth. They are going
to play their tennis. Whatever hap-
pens at the end, as long as they go out
and play hard, they are usually satis-
fied with the results,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Matt Varhley said at the start
of the tournament. “We are in a good
position right now. We’ve worked
hard. The team is starting to come
together. We played a pretty good
schedule. We had wins over Millburn
and Bridgewater (4-1), so we think
we are prepared today.”

Borr did not allow any opponent to
win a game, recording 6-0, 6-0, victo-
ries in every match until the champi-
onship match with Szczuka. Borr
exercised power in nearly all of her
shots and appeared not to be fatigued
after every match.

“I don’t really do much with weights,
but off the court, I do a lot of running
and stuff to keep my stamina up so I
don’t get tired on the court. Since like
the day I could walk, I was running
around on the court,” Borr said.

Borr, a lefty, mixed her forceful-
ness with some strategically dainty
strokes, when necessary, to throw all
of her opponents off-balance.

“I could improve my serve a lot.
I’m not that tall. I don’t like playing
lefties, and I’m a lefty. I serve out
wide to the backhand. It’s a big ad-
vantage for me. My serve was good
until the last few games, but I kept
control of the points. It was a good
tournament,” she said.

Szczuka, seeded second, also domi-
nated her opponents en route to the
finals, winning a pair of 6-1, 6-0,
matches followed by a 6-1, 6-2, win

in the semifinals over Jasmine Muniz-
Cadorette of Union.

“I didn’t play that great but she
played really well. I am lucky it turned
out the way it turned out. My serve
could have been better, but I guess I
had a better forehand than her, and
that worked out. Her backhand was a
lot better than her forehand,” Szczuka
said of her Union opponent.

Blue Devil senior Tara Criscuolo at
second singles yielded only one game
in her first three matches to reach the
finals.

“I’ve been playing more of a con-
sistent game, keeping it in and play-
ing smart, not trying to go for too

much. I am playing to what I believe
is their weaknesses,” Criscuolo said.

Criscuolo then spent a little time
sizing up her next opponent, Laurine
Gramatica of Union, who was just
finishing up her semifinal match.

“I played her earlier in the season.
I did beat her, but she is very tough.
She gets her whole body into the ball,
which puts a whole lot of spin on it.
It’s going to be a tough match. I am
going to do the best I can to stay
positive,” Criscuolo said.

Criscuolo, who is also a varsity
softball player, stuck to her game
plan and defeated Gramatica, 6-1, 6-
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WESTFIELD
BASEBALL LEAGUE (WBL)

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING
THURS. OCTOBER 8TH, 2009  8:00pm
At the Westfield Municipal Building:

Community Room

The WBL would like to announce its annual public meeting for the

2010 baseball season. Anyone interested in addressing the board

is welcome to attend the meeting or contact the board directly at

westfieldbaseball@hotmail.com.

The following individuals have been nominated for the WBL Board

of Directors for the 2010 season:

KERR HITS MURRAY FOR 52-YARD TD, ONDI SCORES

BrH2O Gridders Capitalize
On Devils’ Mistakes, 23-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Déjà vu all over again! Very much
like its loss to Watchung Hills on Sep-
tember 17, a poor punt yielding great
field position that led to a touchdown
(TD), a fumble returned for a TD and
a kickoff returned for a TD put the
hosting Westfield High School foot-
ball team on the short end of a 23-14

decision grabbed by 2-1 Bridgewater-
Raritan on September 26.

Once again, it was déjà vu for the
Blue Devils’ solid defensive line that
limited the Panthers to 73 rushing
yards (38 in the first half, 35 in the
second half). AJ Murray and Aiden
Scanlon led with seven tackles, and
Joe Ondi had six tackles and a fumble
recovery, while Willie Johnson and

Nick Matthews each had five tackles.
However, Panther quarterback
Clifford Collins was successful in the
air in the first half, completing seven
of 14 for 161 yards with two intercep-
tions, but he was held to just one
completion in four attempts for 11
yards in the second half.

“Our defense was great today. If
you were to grade all the teams out
there, the best team was our defense.
We are just not executing in all three
phases (offense, defense, special
teams), a turnover for another score
and special teams breakdowns. We
worked on it, but it’s not translating
out on the field,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Jim DeSarno said.

The Panthers’ defense was also
stingy, allowing just 53 rushing yards
in the first half and 50 in the second
half. In the first half, Blue Devil quar-
terback Wesley Belle completed two
of four passes for nine yards, and
junior quarterback Danny Kerr com-
pleted two of three attempts for 56
yards, including a 52-yard TD strike
to Murray. Kerr completed four of
eight attempts, including an intercep-
tion, in the second half for 27 yards.
Running back Ondi carried 17 times
for 86 yards, including a one-yard TD
bash. Kerr was sacked three times,
totaling a loss of 25 yards, but fin-
ished with 11 net yards. Hugo Nolasco
had five receptions for 32 yards, Zach

GREENSPAN, HEINE, McEVOY SCORE; FINE SAVES

Blue Devils Jar No. 3 Raiders
In Intense Soccer Rivalry, 2-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Taking control of a game early has
been a problem for the Westfield High
School boys soccer team for years and
although the Blue Devils did not have
complete control over the No. 3 ranked
Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys, they did
exercise enough authority to earn a 2-
1 victory at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on September 23.

Joe Greenspan gave the No. 20, 4-1
Blue Devils a jumpstart seven minutes
into the game. Forward Henry Smith
ripped a shot from the left corner of the
box; Raider goalie Anthony Zukofsky
made a great diving deflection, but as
the ball was spinning toward the right

post, Greenspan was on the spot to tap
it in for the score.

“Ryan (Heine) had a great free kick.
It went to Henry (Smith), and he took a
good shot from the top of the 18. I
followed, got lucky, the goalie spilled
it, and I put it in,” Greenspan explained.
“It sat up for me, and I got lucky.”

“That was just another episode of a
great rivalry. There will be, at least,
one more, maybe two. It’s always
fun. It’s always very difficult. Scotch
Plains is always well coached. They
always come out hard but our kids did
today as well,” Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner said. “One of our
goals, always, and we have not been
good at this, is to come out in the first

10 minutes, take some control of the
game and get a goal. I don’t think we
took control of the game, and they
didn’t take control of the game, but
Joe made a great play, and we were
able to get a goal.”

Ten minutes later, Blue Devil Adam
Fine, who played goalie the first half,
made a brilliant leap to tip a wicked
shot, from the foot of Raider forward
Brendan McEvoy, over the crossbar.
Fine finished with four meaningful
saves, then Zach Zagorski took over
in the second half and finished with
two saves.

“He’s a wonderful keeper, a cap-
tain. He has been playing good all

Courtesy of Paul Heroux for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NAILING THE DECISIVE GOAL…Blue Devil Ryan Heine, No. 6, heads in the
winning goal as Raider keeper Anthony Zukofsky make a valiant attempt to block it.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT FIRST SINGLES CHAMP…Blue Devil freshman Lexi Borr beat the best
in the county to become first singles champion.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
TAKING SECOND…Raider Alex
Szczuka took second at first singles.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING OUT FOR A BIG GAIN…Blue Devil running back Joe Ondi
weaved his way for a 31-yard gain. Ondi totaled 86 yards, including a one-yard
touchdown.

2010 Registration Underway

SPFYBA’s 2010 Registration is underway. Registration fees remain unchanged as SPFYBA recognizes the 
significant financial concerns the current economic climate are causing our families.

2009 Significant Accomplishments included:
• Rebalancing our divisions to coincide with player’s school grade
• The introduction of a 50/70 division for our 6th graders to ease the transition to the big diamond
• The introduction of our Parents Auxiliary to embrace new ideas
• Our first annual family picnic, which hosted over 400 families
• A combined league approach with other communities for our 16/18U division
• Welcoming our SPFHS Varsity Baseball Manager onto the SPFYBA Board
• Teaming with the SPF school program for coaching clinics and managing our 7th and 8th grade 

teams

2010 Division Alignment
Division Grade Games Uniform Fee

Junior Tee Ball Kindergarten Saturday + 1 Weeknight Shirt and Hat $60
Tee Ball 1st Grade Saturday + 1 Weeknight Shirt and Hat $60
Pee Wee 2nd Grade Saturday + 1 Weeknight Full Uniform $75

Junior Division 3rd and 4th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $125
Major Division 5th 5th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150
Major Division 6th 6th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150

Senior Division 7th - 9th Grade Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150
Prep Division 18 and under Saturday + 1-2 Weeknight Full Uniform $150

In response to the poor weather in 2009, we are changing our format for Jr Tee, Tee, and Pee Wee to play 
games both during the week and on weekends.

Registration is easy. The easiest way is to log onto our website at www.spfyba.org and go to “Spring 2010 
Season Registration. Online registration is open now. You can also register in person on Saturday, October 
10th or 24th at the SPFHS Cafeteria from 10:00 AM until 1:00 PM. These will be the only in-person
registration dates.

SPF/Cranford Gymnastics
Story on Page 16

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence - 1987 - 2008

Westfield…Custom brick home with spectacular park-like property (110x167) 4 BR, 2 ½ bth, Full finished
walk-out basement w/RR, Home Office, spacious LR w/marble  corner frplc, FDR, Kit  w/center isle and access
to 2 tier deck with hot tub and fenced yard. Choice of MBR 1st Or 2nd Fl, many built-ins, CAC, hardwood flrs,
skylights, HWBB heat, 2 car garage.     $499,000.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 Ext. 169

© 2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Open House: Sun. October 4th, 1-4PM • 1453 East Broad Street


