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AS POTLUCK WOULD HAVE IT…Franklin Elementary School in Westfield
held its annual Franklin Welcome Potluck Dinner on September 1. The dinner
serves as a way to welcome new families to Franklin School and Westfield before
school starts. Those who attend enjoy learning about, and become more familiar
with, the school and its grounds, as well as have the opportunity to meet current
Franklin students. Above, from left to right, are: Michael Alpizar, Lukas Adriaens,
Miles Brancatella, Julian Mazzola and Steve Mezzomo.

Charity:Water Founder
Speaks at High School
WESTFIELD – Scott Harrison,

founder and CEO of charity:water
(charitywater.com), will speak at
Westfield High School on October 21
at 9:20 a.m.

Mr. Harrison, from Hunterdon
County, and his organization have
recently been featured in The New
York Times and on CBS and CNN for
their pioneering and inspirational
work bringing clean water to those
denied it in poor areas of Africa and
Latin America.

Those who are interested in attend-
ing the WHS assembly and/or par-
ticipating in a private luncheon with
Mr. Harrison in Westfield the same
day should contact
gdmacdonald@comcast.net.

Cranford Academy to Again
Help Struggling Readers
By STEPHEN F. IZZO

CSDA Program Manager, Cranford Public School District

CRANFORD – Learning to read
comes easily to some and not so eas-
ily to others. For an even smaller
group of children, learning to read is
a downright struggle.

Various factors, including neuro-
logically-based learning disabilities,
can impair a person’s ability to pro-
cess sounds of letters into words. It is
for these students that the Cranford
Public School District started in 2004
a standards-based remedial reading
program to help children in grades 1-
12 overcome severe reading issues.

The idea of the Cranford School
District Academy (CSDA) is to es-
sentially extend the school day (in-
structional sessions for up to 28 stu-
dents are held from September to
May on Saturdays), provide each child
with one-to-one attention and teach
reading skills “from the ground up”
via the Orton-Gillingham teaching
pedagogy, which is multi-sensory and
phonics-based.

Aside from the fact that it’s offered
by a public school, one other aspect
of the program has made the CSDA,
now starting its sixth year, fairly
unique: its public-private partnership.
Program sponsors, solicited by me,
fund the CSDA via a combination of
grants, donations and student spon-
sorships.

While there’s no guarantee of a full
scholarship to attend the CSDA, I’m
pleased we’ve been able to fund the
program 100 percent since 2006 and
75 percent in its inaugural year through
the beneficence of our 200+ sponsors
— Verizon and the United Way of
Greater Union County, among them.

As much as for its success helping
non-readers read, the public-private

partnership component of the CSDA
led the New Jersey School Boards
Association to recognize it in 2007 as
an exemplary practice in special edu-
cation (njsba.org/specialeducation/
E x e m p l a r y - P r o g r a m -
descriptions.pdf, p. 15).

It’s a two-way street since employ-
ers as much as educators understand
that everyone benefits when employ-
ees come to the workplace with the
skills they need to succeed.

Lorraine Madden, a special-edu-
cation teacher at Orange Avenue
School, leads a team of seven CSDA
Instructors, each of whom supports
four students on a typical Saturday.
Attendees gain entry to the program
based on test scores and other crite-
rion indicating a serious need for
reading help.

They are likewise tested at the con-
clusion of the program to determine
gains made and areas requiring addi-
tional attention over the summer.
While the CSDA initially focuses on
improving a reader’s word attack skills
(phonetic decoding), word identifi-
cation skills (ability to read isolated
real words) and fluency (ability to
sound out words quickly), increased
attention is paid to reading compre-
hension as the reader progresses.

“The idea is to make reading less of
a struggle and even something chil-
dren enjoy since it affects every other
area of learning and life,” said Ms.
Madden. “We believe the CSDA, ad-
mittedly one small part of the educa-
tion equation, is helping us achieve
that goal one child at a time.”

For more information on the CSDA
Program, contact me at (908) 709-
6207 and izzo@cranfordschools.org,
or Ms. Madden at (908) 709-6257, or
maddenlo@cranfordschools.org.

Westfield Schools Parent
Organizations Convene

PTC REPRESENTED…Attending a recent meeting of the Westfield Parent
Teachers Council (PTC) are parent representatives, seated, left to right, are:
Jennifer Lane, Lincoln; Beth Ripperger, Franklin; Drew Escaldi, McKinley;
Peggy Oster, Westfield High School; Aileen Sherman and Madeline Gerris,
Jefferson; standing, Patty Bromberg, Tamaques; Stephanie Campanello and
Bobbi Sgro, Washington; Lisa Harding, McKinley; Amy Root and Susan MacLean,
Wilson; Ruth Maloney, PTC recording secretary; Barbara Bagger, Roosevelt;
Cathy Kattak, PTC vice-president and Roosevelt co-president; Ellen Devin, PTC
treasurer; Lisa Cummings and Anne Suriano, Edison; and Rose Hughes, PTC
president. Not pictured are: Kate Fleschler, PTC corresponding secretary;
Carolyn Miller, Franklin; Laura Millwater, Tamaques; and Deanne Hampton-
Cheng and Rena Baretz, Lincoln.

WESTFIELD – The Parent-Teacher
Council (PTC) of the Westfield Public
Schools convened in September in the
first of monthly meetings to be held
during the school year.

The PTC, led by 2009-2010 Presi-
dent Rose Hughes, is an umbrella or-
ganization of all ten schools’ parent-
teacher-student organizations, meet-
ing twice a month to share ideas, inter-
ests and news about each school. One
meeting is attended by the presidents
of each school’s PTO, PTA, or PTSO,
and one with their representatives.

Parents also volunteer to join com-
mittees on the PTC, such as Educa-
tional Studies, Budget Task Force,
Special Education, Scholarship and
others.

Regular participants at the PTC
meetings are Superintendent Marga-

ret Dolan, Board of Education Presi-
dent Ginny Leiz, Vice President Julia
Walker and Board member Ann Cary.
Topics such as school policies, dis-
trict budget, and PTO initiated stu-
dent and fundraising activities are
discussed with Ms. Dolan and the
board representatives.

“Our regular meetings with the PTO
representatives and PTC board pro-
vide an excellent vehicle for two-way
communication,” said Ms. Dolan.

“At the PTC meetings, we have the
opportunity to hear both the good
news and the concerns of our parents
in our schools through their represen-
tatives. At the same time, the presi-
dents learn what decisions are being
made or considered by the board of
education. It’s a very helpful process
for all concerned.”

UCC Offers Professional
Development Course

CRANFORD – People can distin-
guish themselves from other, simi-
larly qualified employees in their
field by refining their interpersonal
and written communication skills
through an eight-week course at
Union County College.

The course, “Effective Communi-
cations in Business,” will begin in
mid-October and extend through
early December.

The course will address verbal,
non-verbal, and written communi-

cation skills, dealing with such im-
portant areas as managing conflict
in the workplace, active listening,
choosing the right words to convey a
message, interpreting body language
and other non-verbal communica-
tion.

It will also cover group problem
solving and writing effective letters,
memos, e-mails and short reports.
Grammatical questions will be con-
sistently addressed.

Students will walk away from the
course with a more insightful under-
standing of the inner workings of the
communication process and how
each aspect plays an integral role in
the total communication effort.

A textbook and worksheets will
be used, along with relevant hand-
outs, exercises, and writing assign-
ments to correspond with each class
topic.

The course is interactive, focus-
ing heavily on individual student
concerns through practical exercises
as well as full-class discussions and
partnering to emphasize issues that
face individuals in their workplace
settings.

“Effective Communications in
Business” will be presented from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on Tuesdays, from
October 13 through December 1, at
the college’s Cranford Campus.

For further information or to reg-
ister, call the (908) 709-7600.

WHS Announce Students’
AP, SAT Achievements

WESTFIELD – A total of 134
Westfield High School (WHS) stu-
dents earned the designation of AP
Scholar in recognition of their excep-
tional achievement on the college level
Advanced Placement Exams, and 56
perfect SAT scores of “800” were
achieved by WHS students, accord-
ing to reports from the College Board
and the Educational Testing Service.

Peter Renwick, WHS principal, and
Colleen White, director of Counsel-
ing and Student Personnel Services/
WHS Guidance, made the summary
of last year’s achievements available.

Westfield’s Jeannette Sharpless
qualified for the prestigious National
AP Scholar Award. Only the top one-
half of 1 percent of AP students in the
country earn this award.

Forty-six Westfield High School
students qualified for AP Scholars
with Distinction, 32 students quali-
fied for the AP Scholar with Honor
Award and 55 for the AP Scholar
Award. Students took AP Exams in
May 2009 after completing challeng-
ing college-level courses at Westfield
High School.

AP is accepted by more than 3,600
colleges and universities worldwide
for college credit, advanced placement,
or both on the basis of successful AP
Exam grades. This includes more than
90 percent of four-year institutions in
the United States. Westfield High

School offers 17 AP courses.
Results of the most recent (June)

SAT, the nation’s most widely used
admissions test among colleges and
universities, included the following
800 scores in Math 2 for Westfield
High School students:

Michael Kaufhold, Miles Hsu,
Anne Knisely, Melissa Littman,
Dalton Mack, Andrew Marino,
Abigail Burton, Kevin Clancy, An-
drew Cordeiro, Tyler Cusick, Ben-
jamin Fine, Shelley Fussman, Zachary
Helfand, Kamil Lupicki, Gregory
Mitchell, Samuel Mumford, Adam
Reich, Graeme Stahl, Bowei Zhang
and Siyu Xiao.

In addition, Kelly Sullivan achieved
an 800 in Molecular Biology, and
Zachary LaPorta scored 800 in Criti-
cal Reading.

“All of these achievements speak
volumes about our students’ abilities
and commitment to their education,”
said Mr. Renwick. “They are to be
commended.”

Quality, Affordable Child Care in Fanwood

“A  S p e c  i  a l  P l a c e”
A Service of First Children at Fanwood

“A Special Place” has been serving children and families in Fanwood and surrounding
communities for the past twenty-one years and is now taking applications for the current
school year.

“A Special Place” offers services to children ages eight weeks to six years at its location at 
330 South Avenue in Fanwood.  Our program is licensed by the New Jersey Department of 
Youth and Family Services and is open year round.

As part of First Children “A Special Place” is able to offer services to those children who 
might have developmental challenges or require special medical attention.

For more information on an application, please contact Pamela Radel, Director.

908-654-2473
pradel@firstchildrenschools.com

“It is not simply Prep for four years... it’s Prep for life!”

144 Grand Street  Jersey City, NJ  07302  201.547.6400  www.spprep.org

Saint Peter’s Prep
new jersey’s jesuit high school since 1872

Join us for our Fall Open House, Sunday, October 4, 2 - 4 p.m., and see why young men
from 113 communities in New Jersey and New York have chosen a Jesuit education in downtown 
Jersey City, and say,

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

October 2009 Events at the Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

Closed October 12 for Columbus Day  
Library Hours: Mon - Thurs 9:30 am - 9 pm Friday 9:30 am - 5 pm  

Saturday  10 am – 1 pm    Sunday  1 - 5 pm 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND TEENS 

10/2  1:30 pm TGIF! Great Artists (video) 

10/7 10:00 am Computer Class: Genealogy on the Internet (intermediate)

10/7  7:00 pm Just About Time –Program about time and clocks 

10/8 10:00 am Computer Class: Travel Resources on the Internet (int’rmd) 

10/9  1:30 pm TGIF! Heather Mulvey Live Performer 

10/13  7:00 pm Fun filled Improv Workshop 

10/16  1:30 pm TGIF! Coney Island (video) 

10/19  7:00 pm Computer Class: Introduction to Microsoft Word (beginner) 

10/20 10:00 am Computer Class: Homework 911 (For parents of school age kids) 

10/21  7:00 pm Computer Class: Business Resources on the Internet (int’rmd) 

10/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Joe DiMaggio (video) 

10/24  1:00 pm How the 1908 Olympic Marathon Created a 26.2 Mile Race 

10/27  7:00 pm Your Personal Financial Blood Test 

10/28  7:00 pm Computer Class: Email Basics (intermediate) 

10/29  7:00 pm Haunted New Jersey 

10/30  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie Week: “The Thin Man” 

10/20 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: Jellyfish (Israel) 

10/2, 9, 16, 23, 30  3:45 pm Big Kids’ Storytime (elementary school age) 

10/2, 9, 16, 23, 30 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ years) 

10/3 2:00 and 

3:30 pm 

Make Your Own Book (call Youth Services 

Desk) 2:00 for grades 6, 7, 8  3:30 for grades 4 & 5

10/5, 19, 26 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers up to 3 years) 

10/6, 13, 20, 27  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

10/7, 14, 21, 28 10:00 am Preschool Storytime (3½ to 5 years) 

10/18 1:30 or 3:00 pm Book Buddies-Teens read with new readers 

10/23 6:00 pm Whose Library Is It, Anyway? Teen Improv 

WF’s Cordeiro
Graduates Harvard

WESTFIELD – Christina
Cordeiro, daughter of Peter and
Carolyn Cordeiro, and granddaugh-
ter of Donald and Elaine Cummings
of Westfield, graduated from Harvard
on June 4.

She graduated magna cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Human Evolutionary Biology.

She also lettered in varsity sailing
and was named a Harvard Scholar in
2008.

Christina, who graduated Westfield
High School in 2005 at the top of her
class, is currently attending Weill
Cornell Medical College.

Christina Cordeiro

Union Catholic to Host
Open House in October

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School, located at 1600
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains, has
scheduled an open house for Thurs-
day, October 8, at 7 p.m. for families
with children interested in attending
the school.

Union Catholic offers six academic
learning levels, an innovative laptop-
learning program, coursework in fine
arts, extensive extra-curricular op-
portunities and a successful athletics
program.

The evening event will include a tour
of the new state-of-the-art track and
turf field facility. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 889-1600 ext. 302.

Academy Holds
Clothing Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Academy for Performing Arts
will hold a clothing drive on Satur-
day, October 3, at the Union County
Vocational-Technical School campus,
located at us 1776 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, from noon until 2:30
p.m.

The academy is seeking donations
of wearable and used clothing, shoes,
belts, backbacks, briefcases, all lin-
ens, bedding and draperies. Also
wanted are bath and kitchen towels
and soft toys.

For additional information, call Dr.
B. Fernandez at (908) 403-8204.

STAHL FARELLA
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Criminal Defense
Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney and

recognized as a “Super Lawyer” in the field of
White Collar Criminal Defense

Civil & Employment Litigation
Christopher Farella recognized as “Super Lawyer” for

Employment Litigation (Defense) and Corporate Counsel

DWI & Municipal Court
220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908 301 9001  •  www.stahlesq.com

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, October 17

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, October 18)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

RSVP Required


