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Office Bar & Grill Provides New
Local Landmark for Westfield

Letters to the Editor
Bartered Legal Fees in Malpractice

Case Should Be Taxable Income

The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Help plan for the future             
of  your Library 

Community Conversation 
Tuesday, October 6 at 7:00 pm 

All are invited. 
How can we improve the Library? How should we plan     

for the future? We want your input. 
550 East Broad Street 908.789.4090 

IT’S YOUR LIBRARY … MAKE THE MOST OF IT 

PREZYDENT...Beata Woj of Westfield, background left, gets a glimpse as the
President of Poland, Lech Kaczynski, left, talks to Alex Storozynski, president of
Kosciuszko Foundation during his visit on September 24 to the Polish and Slavic
Federal Credit Union in Brooklyn.

Westfield GOP Campaign, Loughlin for Council

Plan for Downtown Westfield

COTTON CANDY...Keith Loughlin,
Council candidate, hands out cotton
candy at Westfield’s FestiFall.

As a candidate for Westfield’s Fourth
Ward Town Councilman [Keith
Loughlin], each week I speak with nu-
merous residents as I walk door to door in
our neighborhoods. I am familiar with the
issues that are important to our Fourth
Ward residents. One issue that often arises
is a concern that we maintain a vibrant
downtown. As your councilman, I will be
committed to making our central busi-
ness district more attractive for our resi-
dents, business owners and shoppers.

As a member of the downtown busi-
ness community, I have first-hand knowl-
edge of the issues we face in our down-
town. Westfield must continue to pursue
a healthy balance of locally-owned busi-
nesses alongside the national chains in
order to keep our thriving downtown prof-
itable and to reduce vacancies. I support
the efforts of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation and the Chamber of Com-
merce to bring more visitors to our town

through special events such as the Down-
town Westfield 5K Pizza Run, jazz nights,
restaurant week and annual street fairs.

I will ensure that the town council takes
action to encourage more shoppers and
diners to frequent our downtown. For
example, I will propose an anti-loitering
ordinance for our downtown to address
the situation that exists near Starbucks. I
support expanding the “free 10 minutes
of parking” option to our pay stations, as
presently available on our parking meters,
to enable shoppers to run a quick errand.
Further, I will pursue increased free park-
ing during the holiday seasons.

In the coming weeks, I will continue
to walk in our neighborhoods to meet our
residents and earn your support. As al-
ways, if you have any questions, would
like more information, or would like to
show your support by wearing our or-
ange t-shirt, please visit
keithloughlin.com.

Success of Jumble Store Critical
To JLEP In Training Workers

Courtesy of Bob Geyer
TROLLEY GENEALOGY...The Plaza in Westfield is shown in 1934, prior to
becoming the Jolly Trolley in the 1960s. Last month, the watering hole was
renamed The Office.

On September 12, the Junior League of
Elizabeth-Plainfield (the “JLEP”) re-
opened the Jumble Store, a thrift shop
located at 110 Walnut Avenue in Cranford,
after the traditional summer hiatus. The
opening represented the start of the 76th
year of operation for the Jumble Store,
making it one of the oldest continuously
run businesses in Union County. Net pro-
ceeds from the store help fund all of the
Junior League’s community outreach
projects and volunteer training programs.

This year, the Junior League is de-
lighted to begin its partnership with
HomeFirst, formerly known as the Inter-
faith Council for the Homeless. The JLEP
is working with HomeFirst to develop a
nutrition education program for the cli-
ents of HomeFirst. In addition, the JLEP
will continue to operate its very success-
ful wholly-owned project, “The Career
Closet,” where JLEP members work with
different social service agencies to pro-
vide professional clothing and accesso-
ries to lower income women graduating
from job training programs.

The JLEP will also be sending six
members to Brooklyn in November to

attend the Association of Junior League
International Inc.’s Organizational De-
velopment Institute, a two-day training
program designed to provide instruction
on effective methods of working within
and operating a not-for-profit organiza-
tion.

The success of the Jumble Store is
critical to the ability of the JLEP to con-
tinue working in and training volunteers
for the community. Last year, due in large
part to the wonderful donations the JLEP
received from the community, the Jumble
Store earned the JLEP profits well in
excess of what had been projected. Please
help the JLEP have another successful
year by dropping off any new or gently
used clothing items at the store during
normal business hours, Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. or call
(908) 709-1177 and leave a message to
arrange for a pick up.

The JLEP invites the community to
visit our website at www.jlepnj.org.

Susan Buchner, President
Jr. League of Elizabeth-Plainfield

In light of the recent article that ap-
peared in The Westfield Leader concern-
ing the name change of The Jolly Trolley,
I would like to elaborate upon the infor-
mation it presented to the readership of
this publication.

Since 1966, The Jolly Trolley has un-
dergone several corporate ownership
changes, and in each change, The Jolly
Trolley has been recognized and appreci-
ated for the fact that it was a local land-
mark and a Westfield institution. Today,
The Jolly Trolley is part of CB Holding
Corp., and while The Trolley’s name may
have changed, the reverence for this be-
loved bar has not. Not only that, but the
people and the passion that made the Jolly
Trolley such a hallowed part of the
Westfield community are still there and
will continue carrying on the traditions
and practices of this neighborhood uni-
fier.

Also a neighborhood business, The
Office Beer Bar and Grill is uniquely a
New Jersey pub, and we are proud to have
the Jolly Trolley as both its originator and
the newest member of the Office Bar and
Grill group. Taking a cue from its prede-
cessor, The Office strives to become in-
volved in the communities in which it
operates, and Westfield is certainly no
exception. It is very important to us to
become an actively-engaged community
participant. For example, The Office sup-
ports local sports teams in the seven towns
in which it is located and will be sponsor-

ing the annual Fall Motorcycle Classic
again this year, with all proceeds going to
the Tomorrow’s Children’s Fund.

Great things are happening at The Of-
fice in Westfield already, from the soon-
to-be-completed installation of a new bar
and interior seating, to new menus, to an
upcoming Home Brewers’ Contest; all
exciting changes we are looking forward
to sharing with everyone in Westfield.

In short, the spirit of The Jolly Trolley
lives on in the establishment’s new incar-
nation, and all of us in The Office family
are eager to follow in The Trolley’s foot-
steps, providing a new local landmark for
the people of Westfield that unifies the
sentiment of the past with the excitement
of the future.

Samuel Borgese, President
The Office Bar & Grill

A simple change to I.R.S. tax code
interpretation will significantly reduce
the trade in frivolous lawsuits. Any good
tort reform will be somewhat uncomfort-
able for both sides of the aisle, but the
proposal outlined below will align diver-
gent interests and allow for easier passage
of your health care reform package.

Waived legal fees provided by an attor-
ney have not been considered as taxable
income for the plaintiff, even though the
plaintiff barters his case (as if it were a
product) with the attorney. Damages won
in a lawsuit are not taxable. I presume this
is to assist in making the plaintiff whole.
But in the event the case is lost, the
bartered legal fees, which are almost uni-
versally waived, should be considered as
taxable income. For instance, I sue Dr.
Jones for missing a diagnosis, and I was
allegedly harmed. My attorney takes the
case on contingency. If we win my case,
he takes a percentage of the winnings
along with other negotiated fees. If we
lose the case, he waives the fees.

If I win, damages are not taxable. He

invests 200 hours at $450 per hour in ser-
vices. We lose the case, and he waives the
$90,000 in legal fees, we accrued. I should
be taxed on the bartered $90,000 worth of
services. If I receive/barter $90,000 worth
of product or services from any other sector,
I owe tax on that income; bartered legal fees
should not be any different. This proposal is
win-win-win. It will drive additional rev-
enue to the treasury. It is not a new tax, just
an alteration in tax interpretation. It will
reduce the filing of frivolous litigation, it
will reduce malpractice and liability insur-
ance, it will reduce the practice of defensive
medicine, and no constituents are targeted
as future claims have not occurred.

Tom Kelly
Forked River
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