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SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED — Standing before boxes of appeal letters,
members of the Westfield United Fund campaign cabinet are preparing to launch
their town-wide mailing. Over 10,000 pledge cards were recently mailed to
Westfield households, businesses and professionals as part of the Fund’s annual
fundraising campaign. This year, the Fund hopes to raise $650,000 in support of
19 local human services agencies.  Pictured, left to right, are:  Robert Panza,
doctors division; Jennifer Jaruzelski, campaign co-chairwoman; Wendy Cozzi,
major gifts; Ken Soreiro, lawyers; and Dave Sutter, business.  For more informa-
tion or to make a donation, visit www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

FANWOOD, NJ 
Street Fair & Craft Festival 

Sunday, OCTOBER 4
th

   
FREE Admission 

Live Music, Rides, Great Food 
Over 100 Crafters, Artists, Vendors 

11am-5pm • on South Ave. & Martine
INFORMATION: 908-654-1400 

Come Celebrate  
Fanny Wood Day!

The 1st Annual
Ray Pardon
Memorial
Blood Drive

For More Information & Other Appointments Available Throughout the Drive, Please: 
• Contact The New Jersey Blood Services Center @ 800.933.2566
• Contact Lisa Mohn, President SPBPA @ 908.322.4999
• Contact Karen McNally, VP F-SP Rotary @ 908.322.2800
• Visit The New Jersey Blood Services booth at 

Fanny Wood Day, Sunday, October 4th, 11am to 5pm 
& at Scotch Plains Day, Sunday, October 18th, 12pm to 5pm

Co-Sponsored by the Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains &
The Scotch Plains Professional and Business Association

In Conjunction with New Jersey Blood Services
Appointments are strongly recommended although walk in visits can be accommodated.

www.nybloodcenter.org

Turn a Negative Into a Positive. Save A Life!
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www.fsprotary.org www.visitscotchplains.com

A Mo nth  L ong  Ev ent  -  K ick ing  Off  o n  Oct obe r  4th

How & When to Donate:
October 4th:  The New Jersey Blood Services NEW DONOR CENTER at 2279 South
Avenue (Scotch Plains) will be taking donations on the 4th from 10:00am to 3:30pm.

October 10th:  The New Jersey Blood Services Donor Bus at the Scotch Plains
Farmer’s Market (Municipal Parking Lot, 430 Park Ave),  8am to 1:30pm.

PLEASE REFERENCE DRIVE ACCOUNT #64268DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Brennan Announces Downtown Plan
DEM Release: Brennan for Westfield Mayor

Bill Brennan, Democratic candi-
date for Westfield mayor, recently
announced his plan to assist and
preserve our downtown businesses.

Our Downtown is part of what I
refer to as the DNA of Westfield:
The “D” is for our downtown, the
“N” is for our Neighborhoods, and
the “A” represents Athletics and Aca-
demics (schools).

We, as elected officials, have to
preserve the DNA of Westfield.
During these tough economic times,
our downtown needs special atten-
tion, Instead of helping, the mayor
and council have made it more diffi-
cult for people to shop in our down-
town. Parking certainly remains a
problem. Two years ago, the mayor
and his candidates promised addi-
tional parking spaces on Lenox Av-
enue and behind the firehouse/Jolley
Trolley.

Those parking spaces never mate-
rialized. We can still make better
use of our available parking spaces.
Moreover, every weekend spots re-
served with orange bags for em-
ployee parking, are not utilized.
There needs to be better communi-
cation and signage regarding these
parking spots. We should also, on
weekdays, allow free commuter
parking in the south side lot earlier
than the present 12 p.m. designa-
tion.

Moreover, the configuration of the
north side train station lot is ex-
tremely dangerous with three sepa-
rate driveways and no driveway di-
rectly lined up with Elm Street.
Again, this was a project promised
during the last campaign that never
materialized. We need to better uti-
lize existing spaces and evaluate all
possible, available locations for ad-
ditional spaces.

Downtown we are seeing a num-
ber of store closings and recently the
vacancy rate increased again. Al-
though stores are closing nationally,
we could be doing more on a local
level to stabilize this trend. Instead of
helping, we are hurting. The mayor
continues to endorse an aggressive

overtime ticketing policy that is driv-
ing shoppers away from our down-
town businesses. Some people avoid
shopping in Westfield because it is
difficult to park and they do not want
to risk a $32 ticket. I have been going
door to door to meet residents since
May and, by far, the aggressive tick-
eting practices downtown was the
number one complaint after high
taxes. It seems as if the ticket enforc-
ers are hovering over your vehicle
waiting for the exact moment the
time expires to write you a ticket. To
make matters worse, the mayor and
council raised the fine an exorbitant
60 percent from $20 to $32. Al-
though in the short term the town is
gaining revenue, the long-term ef-
fects of this plan will seriously dam-
age the viability of our downtown.
At a minimum, we should tempo-
rarily roll back the fines to a more
realistic level. Times are certainly
tough and there is no reason why we
should make it tougher. We also have
to implement a more welcoming
environment for people who shop in
our downtown. Even a kind word or
nice welcoming hello from the em-
ployees who direct pedestrians cross-
ing the street on weekends would go
a long way.

I would also hold a series of eco-
nomic forums to be coordinated by
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion. Many other towns have offered
their business community suggestions
and assistance in getting through these
tough economic times. The DWC does
a great job, but the town could do
more in helping stem the flow of store
closings without spending taxpayer
dollars. I attended an “economic sum-
mit” hosted by the mayor several
months ago. I left more depressed
than when I went in. All of the speak-
ers told us how bad the economy was
and no one offered any suggestions to
help.

We have many resources and tal-
ented people who can offer work-
shops and seminars to help our busi-
nesses cope with these tough eco-
nomic times. Every business that
closes in town is unfortunate and the
empty stores are a reminder of the
tough times. The problem will be-
come worse if we start losing our
national brand name stores, which
are a magnet to shoppers who come
to our town.

An immediate temporary rollback
in the cost of overtime parking tick-
ets, a cutback on the aggressive tick-
eting practices, improved utiliza-
tion of existing and potential park-
ing spaces and educational assis-
tance to our businesses will pay
immediate dividends and help our
downtown survive in this tough eco-
nomic climate. We can and should
do more.

If elected, I will immediately imple-
ment these ideas.

WUF Ice Cream Social
On Tap This Sunday

WESTFIELD – Residents of all
ages are invited to the “Westfield
United Fund Sundae,” an old-fash-
ion ice cream social, this Sunday,
October 4, from 1 to 3 p.m. It will
take place on the lawn of the North
Avenue train station.

Free ice cream and Italian ices
donated by local businesses will be
served while supplies last, with the
QED jazz quartet providing musical
entertainment, in celebration of the
Westfield United Fund (WUF)’s fall
campaign kickoff.

The WUF Sundae is one of multiple
initiatives planned by the newly inde-
pendent Fund to highlight its annual
fund-raising appeal. WUF trustees and
agency representatives will dish up
desserts and distribute campaign ma-
terials and pledge cards. This year, the
Fund seeks to raise $650,000 in sup-

port of 19 local human services agen-
cies, among them Mobile Meals, CON-
TACT We Care and the Westfield Com-
munity Center.

Linda Maggio, executive director
of the WUF, noted that the event is
being held with the full cooperation
of the town and through the donations
of Cold Stone Creamery, Edy’s and
Rita’s of Westfield. Aimed especially
at young families, the social is de-
signed to bring the Fund’s mission to
the attention of new donors.

“Westfield United Fund Sundae
is our way of thanking the residents
who have supported us in the past,
as well as generating excitement
and goodwill for this year’s cam-
paign,” said Ms. Maggio. “What
better way to sweeten our message
of ‘neighbors helping neighbors’
than by serving it up with a dish of
ice cream?”

Columbus Day Flag
Raising Is Planned

AREA — Union County will hold
its first annual Columbus Day Flag
Raising Ceremony Saturday, Octo-
ber 10, at 9 a.m. on the steps of the
Union County Courthouse.

Speakers will be led by emcee,
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
and include County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, former Governor Don
DiFrancesco, County Surrogate
James LaCorte and UNICO National
President Andre DiMino.

The event will be held rain or shine.

INSPECTING THE HARBOR… Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) is pictured with James Britton, center, and Ron Perry, apprentices of
the Sandy Hook pilots. The Assemblywoman attended the pilots harbor inspection
tour on September 17 aboard the pilot boat New York.

Leonard Lance Participates
In Ceremony for Fallen Vets
WASHINGTON – On Saturday,

September 26, Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-N.J.) participated in a special
ceremony known as the “Days of
Remembrance” on the West front
of the United States Capitol Build-
ing.

The event brought together citi-
zens from across the country to honor
all those who died in service to the
country with a special tribute to
America’s fallen in Afghanistan and
Iraq and the families they left behind.
Specifically, Mr. Lance, who was the
only New Jersey lawmaker to attend,
joined scores of New Jersey families
who participated in the event and
honored their loved ones who died in
their military service to America in
Afghanistan and Iraq.

“I was honored to join New Jersey
families and remember all those who
have died in service to our country
and pay a special tribute to America’s
fallen heroes from New Jersey,” Mr.
Lance said. “I was touched to hear
their personal stories, observe their

selfless sacrifices and witness their
deep love for America.”

New Jersey families from the fol-
lowing localities attended: Mount
Holly, Cedar Knolls, Howell, Brick,
Lindenwold, Mine Hill, Little Ferry,
Lumberton, Clayton, South River,
Kearny, Pitman, Milltown, South
River, Pennington, Butler, Bradley
Beach, Southampton, Gloucester City,
Carlstadt, Neptune, Atco and Free-
hold.

The ceremony was sponsored by
the White House Commission on Re-
membrance and Military Families
United, a Commission established by
Congress in 2000, and an indepen-
dent, non-partisan government agency
that encourages Americans to honor
the sacrifices of fallen U.S. military
and their families.

The organization promotes acts of
remembrance throughout the year and
asks citizens to pay a debt of gratitude
in memory of those who died in ser-
vice to the country by giving some-
thing back to the nation.

Used Clothing Drive
Oct. 3 at Masonic

CRANFORD – A used clothing drive
will be sponsored by Azure Chapter 87
Order of the Eastern Star on Saturday,
October 3, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Masonic Lodge Hall Parking Lot, 478
South Avenue, East, Cranford.

 Participants are asked to donate
usable clothing (adults and children),
blankets, bedding, linens, towels,
stuffed animals, hard toys, and shoes.
Items must be in tied plastic bags.
Shoes must be bagged separate.

Oct. 13. Deadline for Voter
Registration for Nov. Election

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi reminds Union
County residents that Tuesday, Octo-
ber 13, is the deadline for registering
to vote in the upcoming General Elec-
tion in New Jersey.

Voter registration forms are avail-
able in every municipality at the of-
fice of the municipal clerk. Forms
also may be obtained by calling the
office of the Union County Clerk at
(908) 527-4996, or by visiting
ucnj.org/ctyclerk/election.html.
Voter registration forms must be
mailed to the Union County Board of
Elections, 271 North Broad Street,
Elizabeth N.J. 07208 no later than
Friday, October 9, in order to be
eligible to vote in the General Elec-
tion on Tuesday, November 3.

To qualify to vote, one must also
be a citizen of the United States and
at least 18 years old, not serving a
sentence, probation, or parole be-
cause of a felony conviction, and a
resident of New Jersey and Union

County for at least 30 days.
Voters are encouraged to Vote by Mail,

a process, which has replaced absentee
voting. To apply to Vote by Mail, voters
can download the form at ucnj.org/
ctyclerk/VoteByMailApplication.pdf or
by contacting the Union County Clerk.

For more information about voter
registration, call the Union County
Board of Elections at (908) 527-4123.


