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POLICE BLOTTER

Correction
In last week’s newspaper, a story

on the Scotch Plains Planning Board
incorrectly referenced Jim Watson’s
role. Mr. Watson is the attorney for
applicants Linda Laird and Kathleen
Fetissoff. We regret the error.
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The Optimist Club of Westfield
Presents a Halloween Haunted House
WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club

of Westfield Halloween Haunted
House 2009 will be held on Saturday,
October 31, from 4 to 9 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Pool Complex on
West Broad Street. The Haunted House
event will feature 12 scary rooms with
witches, goblins, ghouls and monsters.
Additional activities, including hay-
rides, pony rides, photo buttons, enter-
tainment from the band “Reverse Or-
der” and Chips the Clown, plus several
food vendors,will also be available.
Vendor sales, including rides and en-
tertainment will start at 3:30 p.m. All
activities will end at 9 p.m.

Tickets to tour the Haunted House
can be purchased on site at the event
and are $4 for each patron entering the
Haunted House. All repeat entries are
also $4.

The Haunted House experience is
recommended for younger children
from 4 to 6 p.m. It is more suitable for
children 10 and older after 6 p.m. An
adult should always accompany young
children. The Haunted House and re-
lated activities provide a safe, fun and
entertaining way to enhance a day of
trick-or-treating.

This 2009 Westfield Halloween
Haunted House is being organized and
presented by the Optimist Club of
Westfield and co-sponsored with the
Westfield Recreation Department. The
Westfield Area “Y” and Westfield Jay-
cees are also actively involved in sup-
porting the event. Additional funding
for this event has been provided by the
Westfield Foundation, PSE&G and the
Rotary Club of Westfield.

Local organizations interested in par-
ticipating in the Haunted House or
those seeking more information about
the Halloween Haunted House may
contact Jeffrey Feldman at
feldmanjeffrey@excite.com.

The Optimist Club of Westfield is a
not-for-profit service club composed
of men and women who live and/or
work in the Westfield area. It conducts
service projects that benefit youth and
community.

The Optimist Club meets on the
second Wednesday of each month for
dinner, and guests are always wel-
come to attend any of the club’s
monthly meetings. For more informa-
tion, contact Michael Walsh at
walshm@comcast.net.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DAY FOR NOSTALGIA…The Westfield Historical Society will welcome the
public for its inaugural Apple Fest this Saturday, October 3, from 3 to 6 p.m. on
the lawn of the Reeve House History and Cultural Center at 314 Mountain Avenue
in Westfield. There will be“old-time” fun for children and information on how
people can help renovation of the historic Reeve House, pictured above.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK IN HISTORY…This steam tractor, circa 1920, was used by the Kean
family to cultivate fields and to plant various crops. It is on display at the Liberty
Hall Museum, the former Kean estate, located across from Kean University in
Union Township.
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that kind of energy.”
Mr. Szuch, who served as an assis-

tant Little League coach last year,
concurred. “That’s what it takes, is
for people to stand up and assume the
job. Participate and get involved.”

Both candidates expressed strong
reservations about the idea of con-
solidating the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains police departments, citing both
fiscal and safety concerns.

Mr. Szuch said the Fanwood Police
Department currently has a “tremen-
dously excellent response time” of
within two minutes, and feared merg-
ing the two departments would mean
a reduction in response time for bor-
ough calls while also not being overly
advantageous to Scotch Plains.

While saying the proposed con-
solidation was the kind of notion that
“sounds good to 99 percent of the
people at 2,000 feet,” Mr. Manduca
felt it did not bear close scrutiny so
far. “Every rock I looked under had
something to give me pause,” the
candidate stated. “Someone would
have to convince me that there’s a
savings; it’s not that we hope there’s
a savings, because you’re gambling
with the safety and the finances of
your town.”

The candidates were critical of the
way the current mayor and council
havw handled multiple downtown re-
development projects. Mr. Szuch said
the decision by the borough to pur-
chase the Livingston-Wilbor prop-
erty on South Avenue in May 2008
“for a great sum ($1.8 million), at
admittedly one of the weakest eco-
nomic times ever, has to be ques-
tioned.” The borough now is seeking
a buyer for the property.

The candidates also noted the de-
lay in redevelopment of the former
Dean Oil site, which they said the
current administration put a stop to
three years ago.

Mr. Manduca argued that “our rev-
enues should be two or three times
higher than they are right now, due to
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Fanwood GOP Candidates

team study halls after school and pasta
dinners with teams and their families.
Mr. Harmer said the program has also
helped to increase school spirit and
that students have participated in col-
lege hockey.

The middle school program is en-
tering its fourth year, Mr. Harmer
said. In the 2008 season, 33 kids
(grades 5 to 8) played. There is a
contact team and a non-contact (de-
velopmental) team. As for the younger
grades, 2008-2009 was the inaugural
year for the K-3 grade Little Raiders
Mites program, and the Squirt Pro-
gram is new this year for fourth and
fifth grades.

Mr. Harmer said that since the first
year of the ice hockey program, the
Scotc Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey
Association (SPFIHA) has been able
to successfully fundraise and fulfill
all its financial obligations to have a
successful program.

“It’s good to know that there’s a lot
of interest out there [in the sport],”
board member Betty Anne Woerner
said following the presentation.

The SP-F BOE will meet next on
Thursday, October 15 for an open
agenda meeting.

manage the county’s courses.
Mr. Devanney found the Tax Foun-

dation report “extremely dishearten-
ing.” Based on taxes raised as a per-
centage of the overall Union County
budget, Mr. Devanney said at 59.89
percent, the county ranks as having
one the lowest (percentages) in the
state.

“We have taken a great deal of
pride in bringing additional money
(grants) into the county,” Mr.
Devanney said.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
announced that the county has re-
ceived a $1.3 million grant from the
U.S. Department of Justice, of which
$1.18 million will be distributed to 10
municipalities: Elizabeth, Hillside,
Linden, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Union
and Westfield. The remaining
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Union County Freeholders

some inept government interference
in the development process, which
has brought us to the state we’re in
right now.”

According to Mr. Manduca, the
situation has local businesses “headed
on a downward spiral,” while other
businesses not far away continue to
be successful. He said there is a “fear
of government interference in
Fanwood. We have to change that
perception.”

“We hope there’s going to be a
change in Fanwood, back to some-
thing a little less liberal with spend-
ing ideas and a little more attentive to
where we’re going, in terms of keep-
ing Fanwood affordable, with the
kinds of services Fanwood always
had,” Mr. Szuch said. “It’s time to
even out the borough council team so
we have a much more objective view
of what’s going on and a little more
accountability.”

“I’d like to see Fanwood return to
the kind of place where you could
raise a family and still stay in the
community once your kids were out
of school,” stated Mr. Manduca, say-
ing tax increases have prompted some
people to move elsewhere. “You
shouldn’t have this tax migration.

“I also sincerely think politicians,
even at the council level, should say
what is true and keep their word,” he
said. “I think the taxpayers of
Fanwood, the residents of Fanwood,
deserve honest, truthful, straight gov-
ernment.”

$131,000 will be used by the county
for training, community outreach and
administration, while towns will use
the money they receive for juvenile
and neighborhood issues, home se-
curity, crime intervention and crime
prevention and terrorism awareness.

At the start of the meeting, the
board approved a dozen matching
grants totaling $550,000 as part of its
“Preserve Union County” grants from
the open space fund. Among those
properties receiving money are the
Reeve House in Westfield, $100,000
to the Westfield Historical Society;
Fanwood Station/Museum/Commu-
nity House, $50,000 to the Borough
of Fanwood; Frazee House in Scotch
Plains, $3,675 to the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, and $20,000 to
the Cranford Historical Society for
the Hansen House.
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SP-F BOE

lighting are not negotiable,” Mr. Ward
said, there were several curbside
pickup services that his department
looked at for elimination, including
Christmas tree pickup, the spring pick-
ups of leaves, gumballs and branches,
the fall leaf pickup, and the branch
and brush pickup that was ultimately
cancelled.

Mr. Ward said department person-
nel decided to cut the fall pickup
based on “tradition and need.” He
said the spring pickup has “been
around for a long time,” noting as
well that there are a vast number of
trees producing gumballs, most of
which fall to the ground during the
winter and need to be collected in the
spring. “In the spring,” he added,
“people like to clean up their proper-
ties after the winter.”

He estimated that eliminating the
program saved the township $14,000,
a figure that did not include fuel for
the trucks or worker overtime pay. He
said he was hopeful that the depart-
ment would be “in a better position to
consider reintroducing [the program]
in 2010.”
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Branch and Brush Disposal

Westfield
Monday, September 21, Bashira

Clay, 43, of Roselle was arrested at
Cranford police headquarters on two
outstanding Westfield warrants – one
criminal warrant and one traffic war-
rant – totaling $1,000, and a Roselle
traffic warrant for $225. Clay was
committed to the Union County jail
on default of bail.

Monday, September 21, a resident
of the 100 block of Scotch Plains
Avenue reported that a first-floor win-
dow of her home sustained damage
after a small stone was apparently
thrown through it.

Tuesday, September 22, Kendall
Shephard, 23, of Kenilworth was ar-
rested on the 600 block of Springfield
Avenue on a Westfield traffic war-
rant. Shephard was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released after posting $500
bail.

Tuesday, September 22, Raymond
Gigl, 18, of Bridgewater was arrested
as the result of a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue near South Elmer
Street on an outstanding Clark traffic
warrant for $91. He was released af-
ter posting bail.

Wednesday, September 23, a red
Jamis 21-speed mountain bike was
found abandoned near the Westfield
Municipal Court entrance. There was
no owner information located on the
bike and it was secured in the
Westfield Police Department’s Traf-
fic Bureau.

Wednesday, September 23, a Capi-
tal One Visa credit card was found in
the central business district. Attempts
to contact the owner were unsuccess-
ful and the item was secured for safe-
keeping.

Wednesday, September 23, a black
purse was found inside a store lo-
cated on the 100 block of Quimby
Street. Attempts to contact the owner
of the purse were unsuccessful. The
purse was secured for safekeeping.

Thursday, September 24, Ronald
Villa, 31, of Rahway was arrested on
the 400 block of Central Avenue and
charged with making terroristic
threats. According to police, Villa
allegedly threatened the lives of two
individuals. He was processed and
sent to the Union County jail. Bail
was set at $20,000.

Thursday, September 24, after stop-
ping a motor vehicle on the 600 block
of West South Avenue for motor ve-
hicle violations, police arrested Keith
Johnson, 24, of Plainfield, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, on an outstanding
Plainfield criminal warrant and an
outstanding Union traffic warrant. The
total bail amount was $1,861. After
processing, Johnson was turned over
to Plainfield authorities.

Thursday, September 24, Laurie
M. Glinka, 50, of Kenilworth was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop at
South and Windsor Avenues on two
outstanding Kenilworth traffic war-
rants totaling $181. She was released
on her own recognizance.

Friday, September 25, Michael
Solomon, 32, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 300 block of South
Avenue, East, and charged with pos-
session of drug paraphernalia. He was
released with a summons.

Friday, September 25, after being
stopped at East Broad Street and
Mountain Avenue for motor vehicle
violations, Khalis Woods, 32, of
Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing Irvington criminal warrant
for $500. He was turned over to the
Irvington Police Department.

Saturday, September 26, Merih
Yavuz, 24, of Westfield was arrested
on an outstanding Elizabeth traffic
warrant for $250 after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Westfield Avenue near
South Avenue. Yavuz was processed
and released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Anthony
Luna, 20, of Aberdeen, a passenger in
a motor vehicle that was stopped for
equipment violations on East Broad
Street near Elm Street, was arrested
on two outstanding Cranford crimi-
nal warrants with bail totaling $500.
He was processed and turned over to
the Cranford Police Department.

Sunday, September 27, a resident
of the 200 block of Prospect Street
reported that his motor vehicle was
damaged through an apparent act of
criminal mischief. The driver’s side
rear view mirror was smashed with
an unknown object and rendered in-
operable.

Sunday, September 27, a resident
of Settlers Lane reported the theft of
an iPod, valued at $400, from her
gym bag while at Westfield High
School.

Sunday, September 27, Ashley
Cosentino, 18, of Toms River was
arrested as the result of a suspicious
motor vehicle stop and charged with
possession of less than 50 grams of
suspected marijuana and possession
of drug paraphernalia. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance with
summonses.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 22, Bianca

Rivadeneira, 28, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on an outstanding warrant. She
was transported to police headquar-
ters, where she was processed and
released.

Tuesday, September 22, a resident
of Lenape Way reported that a former
patient of hers had come to her resi-
dence and also calls her multiple times
a day.

Tuesday, September 22, a student
at Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools reported that someone
removed his calculator, valued at
$120, from his bag.

Tuesday, September 22, Colleen
Donohue, 42, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) after a motor ve-
hicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. She was
transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Thursday, September 24, Kyon
Stevens, 27, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant following
a motor vehicle stop. Stevens was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Friday, September 25, Juan Perez,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
after he was stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation and allegedly gave
police a false name and driver’s li-
cense. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Friday, September 25, Kevin Jack-
son, 32, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant after a motor
vehicle stop. He was transported to
police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Friday, September 25, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that
someone had entered her apartment
and removed several items valued at
$200.

Saturday, September 26, Carlos
Alvarado, 42, and Carlos Barbito, 19,
both of Plainfield, were arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension.
According to police, an officer re-
sponded to a report of a suspicious
vehicle and found Alvarado and
Barbito sitting in the vehicle. When
the officer asked for proper identifi-
cation, both men allegedly provided
him with false names and identifica-
tion, police said. They were trans-
ported to police headquarters, where
they were processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, September 23, a resi-

dent of Ravens Wood reported that
she gave a repairman who was doing
minor repairs on her home $825 in
cash to purchase her a flat screen
television. According to police, he
never delivered the television and has
refused multiple calls from the vic-
tim or the police. A computer check
on the suspect, identified as Sean P.
Tully, revealed he has multiple out-
standing warrants and authorities have
sent him documentation giving him
10 days to respond to the allegations
or they would launch a criminal in-
vestigation.

Saturday, September 26, Rashied
K. Goodwin, 31, of Plainfield was
arrested on outstanding Mountainside
warrants totaling $1,000.

Sunday, September 27, Vincent M.
Kovacs, 32, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct, resisting arrest and simple
assault. According to police, wit-
nesses saw him hit a parked motor
vehicle while he was attempting to
park his vehicle and then leave the
scene on foot. While an officer was
investigating the incident, Kovacs
returned to the scene and appeared
under the influence and was unable
to answer simple questions, authori-
ties reported. When the officer ques-
tioned him about whether or not he
had parked the vehicle, he became
belligerent, cursed and spit in the
officer’s face, police said. The of-
ficer required the assistance of an-
other officer to cuff the suspect and
take him back to police headquar-
ters, where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

---------------
No information from Fanwood

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A FESTIVE TIME…Zoe Liptak of Roselle Park paints a pumpkin in the Williams
Nursery pumpkin patch at the Harvest Festival held Sunday at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in the Watchung Reservation.

In response to a question from
Mayor Nancy Malool, Mr. Ward said
it would be “completely prohibitive”
to undertake a branch and brush
pickup now, given that the fall leaf
pickup program is set to get under-
way later this month. He said in addi-
tion to limited storage space, his de-
partment was currently in the middle
of several time-sensitive projects
needing to be completed before the
winter weather sets in.

He told Councilman Kevin Glover
that residents who have already put
branches at their curb for a pickup
that is now not going to take place are
being asked to take the debris off the
street and back onto their property or
take it to the Westfield site.

Mayor Malool said the council,
“had we known about [the pickup’s
elimination] earlier,” could “have
done something in our budget be-
cause it’s important to residents,” who,
she said, “are going to be unhappy
about” the reduction in service. She
said the council “needs to do what we
can” to reinstate the program next
year.

Marks, Vastine Blast
Opponents on Taxes

SCOTCH PLAINS – Former Mayor
Martin Marks and businessman William
“Bo” Vastine, Republican candidates in
the 22nd Legislative District, said
Wednesday that a report by Gannett news-
papers and a separate report by The Tax
Foundation, a non-profit group based in
Washington, D.C., confirm that career
politicians, Jerry Green and Linda
Stender have failed their constituents in
controlling property taxes.

“These reports are an indictment on
Jerry Green and Linda Stender, who
promised voters that they would lower
their property tax burden and have done
nothing but make it worse over the past
four years,” Mr. Marks said.

“It confirms everything that both Marty
and I have been saying to the voters in
our district. That Jerry and Linda are
nothing more than tax and spend legisla-
tors,” Mr. Vastine said.

The candidates said that the reports
present conclusive evidence that the
state’s worst-in-the-nation property taxes
show no sign of abating, that are hit low
income and middle class taxpayers the
hardest, and that taxes have chased busi-
nesses and jobs out of New Jersey.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GIFT OF LIFE…New Jersey Blood Services (NJBS), a division of the N.Y.
Blood Center (NYBC), held a grand opening Tuesday of a new donor center at 2279
South Avenue in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: NYBC President
Chris Hillyer, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool, Fanwood Councilwoman Donna
Dolce, Inge Sommerich, Bob Sommerich Sr., Bob Sommerich Jr. of Fanwood,
Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood), Chuck Grossenbacher of
NJBS and Neil Pinkman of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce. The donor
room at the center was named in honor of Bob Sommerich, Sr.


