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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SAVE DARFUR…Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Amnesty International Club held a free car wash
last Saturday at the Exxon gas station on South Avenue in Fanwood to raise money for the Save Darfur Coalition. Eleven
local businesses supported the effort by pledging $1 for every car that was washed, and near the end of the effort, it was
estimated that at least 40 cars had been cleaned.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING A NEW FRIEND…Two youngsters  meet goats “Oreo” and “Snick-
ers” at a petting zoo, which was part of Union County’s Harvest Festival, held
Sunday at Trailside Nature and Science Center in the Watchung Reservation.

Courtesy of Faye Banic
HALLOWEEN GIANT...The Banics of Scotch Plains started a pumpkin patch
hoping to grow a large pumpkin by ordering special seeds. The pumpkin is now
about 300 pounds, just in time for Halloween.

Bauer Elected VP of SPF BOE;
Board OK’s Custodian Transfer
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(BOE) Thursday named board mem-
ber Nancy Bauer to serve as the
board’s vice president.

The vice-president position was left
vacant by the recent resignation of
Sasha Slocum after Mrs. Slocum ac-
cepted a vice-principal position at
Plainfield High School. Board Presi-
dent Trip Whitehouse reminded the
public that the BOE is currently ac-
cepting applications for Mrs.
Slocum’s vacant Fanwood seat. Only
Fanwood residents may apply.

The application deadline is Octo-

ber 20, with interviews and board
approval planned for October 27. The
chosen individual will serve until
April 2010, at which time there will
be an election for the final year of the
seat, which will expire, April 2011.

Also on Thursday, board member
David Gorbunoff updated the board
and public on the findings of the
subcommittee of three board mem-
bers who met to look into the current
placement of the district’s custodial
staff. The subcommittee was created
at Mr. Whitehouse’s recommenda-
tion following the BOE’s September
17 agenda meeting, when a large
group of parents and students, most
from Brunner Elementary School,

spoke out against the potential trans-
fer of Brunner custodian Urban
Riggins to the night shift at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

Mr. Gorbunoff said that the current
budget left the district with a “direct
reduction of four custodians.” The
subcommittee learned that staff evalu-
ated the responsibilities of existing
custodians, taking into account the
state regulations of square footage
per custodial staff, as well as the
needs of certain facilities, to deter-
mine what movement was necessary
to best fit the district’s needs.

Mr. Gorbunoff explained that all
current employees are placed first,
and then it was determined if other
positions had to be filled, which is
why, he said, a Brunner custodial
position was advertised. Mr.
Gorbunoff said in all, seven custodi-
ans were impacted: four transfers and
three shift changes.

He said criteria used in determin-
ing transfers included prior requests
for transfer, the employee’s ability to
complete the newly revised work
schedule, the employee’s ability to
function as a successful team player
and the overall impact the new as-
signments would have on the district.
Mr. Gorbunoff also said these were
not the only factors considered. No
individuals were discussed during the
subcommittee meeting, he said.

Prior to the vote Thursday on per-
sonnel, which included Mr. Riggins
transfer, several members of the pub-
lic spoke  ou,t asking the board to vote
against the transfer.

“Please look into what the real rea-
sons are for this transfer,” said Susan
Judge of Scotch Plains. “This is more
of a personal issue between an ad-
ministrator and a cherished em-
ployee.”

“Before you make your vote to-
night, hear us,” Mrs. Judge said.
“We’re asking you to act in our best
interests.”

“I feel as though no one listened to
us at all,” Cindy Spadaro said. “You’re
not seeing the big picture.”

A Brunner father asked Mr.
Whitehouse if “the process was ad-
hered to” and if it was done “for an
honorable reason.”

“I can clearly say that, yes, the
process was followed,” Mr.
Whitehouse said.

“Ultimately it’s the superintendent
who is responsible for all decisions
regarding personnel,” Superintendent
Margaret Hayes said, adding that she
takes “these recommendations very
seriously” and looks at “what is best
for the district as a whole.”

In the end, the BOE voted to ap-
prove the personnel report, which
included Mr. Riggins transfer.

Also during Thursday’s meeting,
Board Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi gave an update on the
district’s summer projects. Several
projects were completed, he said, in-
cluding replacing the carpet in the
pre-k room in Coles and Evergreen
Schools, the installation of two ADA
ramps at Evergreen, the resurfacing
of Evergreen’s gym floor, and new
sidewalks in front of the school.

Completed interior work at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) included the refurbishing
of 600 lockers, the painting of some
hallways, painting and replaced floor
tiles in the Choral room as well as the
painting and replacement of floor tiles
and risers in the multi-purpose room.
He said that the Brunner window
replacement project is “in process.”

“It has been a very busy summer,”
Mr. Del Sordi said. “All the work that
we dealt with contractors on was com-
pleted to satisfaction.”

Also on Thursday, SPFHS Assis-
tant Principal of Athletics Robert
Harmer gave an update and evalua-
tion on the ice hockey program. Dur-
ing the presentation, he said that fu-
ture goals for the program include
continuing offering the program, par-
ticipating in a state tournament with a
winning record, continuing to develop
youth hockey in the community, to
allow students the opportunity to open
doors for college placement through
hockey, and to build school spirit and
pride.

Mr. Harmer gave some history of
the program: At the high school level,
27 students participated in the sport’s
first year (as a junior varsity team; the
addition of the first varsity ice hockey
team came during the program’s sec-
ond year, with 25 participants, and in
2008-2009 a new Union County
League was formed.

The ice hockey program also saw

Fanwood GOP Ticket Calls
For Fiscal Responsibility

goleader.com/video - The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REACHING THE PUBLIC...Robert Manduca, left, and Michael Szuch, center,
Fanwood Republican candidates for council, discuss challenges facing the com-
munity during an interview with editor Paul Peyton at The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times office. The video can be viewed on the Internet at goleader.com.
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By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Republican candi-
dates for Fanwood Borough Council
Robert Manduca and Michael Szuch
last Thursday discussed economic and
other challenges facing their commu-
nity during an interview at The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times’ Westfield
office.

Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch are
running for the seats currently held
by Democrats Donna Dolce, council
president, and David Valian, both of
whom are seeking reelection in the
Tuesday, November 3 General Elec-
tion. Democrats currently hold the
mayor’s seat and five of six council
positions in Fanwood.

The two GOP candidates also ran
for seats on the governing body in
2008. Mr. Manduca came within 109
votes of winning a council seat last
year, with Mr. Szuch 20 votes further
back. The candidates said that they
received strong support from family,
fellow residents and the Fanwood
Republican Committee to run again
this year.

Both men cited responsible man-
agement of borough finances as a key
plank in their campaign platform.

“We want to keep Fanwood afford-
able for working families,” Mr. Szuch
said. “I’m raising my child here; Bob
raised his family here. We want to
keep it that way and keep our families
here through retirement – make it
affordable enough.”

Addressing such council decisions
as the deferment of pension costs,
Mr. Manduca said, “It’s wrong to
take pension costs and current oper-
ating costs and push them into the out

years. Yes, it makes you look like
Santa Claus, because you can give
people things that look like they don’t
cost them anything, but the day comes
when future taxpayers have to pay
that burden.”

Mr. Manduca criticized Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the council for
having awarded borough employees
a 3 percent raise the governing body
was not contractually obligated to
give after promising residents at a
Forest Road Park budget summit that
officials would hold the line on ex-
penses.

“Incomes in Fanwood are not go-
ing up 3 percent,” Mr. Manduca said.
“I’m not saying we should balance
the budget on the backs of borough
employees, but we should all be in the
same boat together. If people’s in-
comes are going down, if it’s not a
contractually-obligated increase, than
why do you give it?” The candidate
called for “more honesty in the way
politicians deal with the town.”

Observing that Fanwood has a vol-
unteer fire department and rescue
squad, Mr. Manduca proposed that
other borough services also could be
performed by volunteers rather than
paid personnel. “For a number of
years, Fanwood had volunteer recre-
ation directors. They’ve turned that
into a paid position,” he stated. He
acknowledged, however, that the cur-
rent recreation director “does a good
job.”

“I’ve come across many talented
people who are willing to donate their
time (serving the borough on a volun-
teer basis),” Mr. Manduca said. “I
don’t think there’s any shortage of

County to Loan Improvement Authority
$500,000 to Start Solar Energy Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders Board approved the first
reading of an ordinance Thursday to
provide a half-million-dollar loan to
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA) as startup money for a
new renewable energy program the
county is initiating for towns and
school districts.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney with
the Teaneck law firm Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick, Cole and Wisler, LLP,
special counsel to the UCIA, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that under the
proposal, interested towns and school
districts, as well as the county, would
have the rooftops of their buildings
surveyed for suitability for solar pan-
els. Towns and school districts would
then enter into agreements with the
UCIA to participate in the program,
at no cost to them for the solar equip-
ment or the energy, Mr. Williams
said. He said towns and school dis-
tricts would likely receive “signifi-
cant savings” in the cost of energy by
participating in the program.

Meanwhile, the UCIA would seek
bids from private entities interested
in providing solar energy to those
governments signed up for the pro-
gram in return for federal energy tax
credits. Mr. Williams could not say at
this time how long the contracts with
the UCIA would be, although he said
one or two meetings would be held to
explain the program to local govern-
ments.

Steve Perlman, also with Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick, told the freeholders
Thursday that the private entity would
be responsible for paying back the
debt the county is floating for the
project. He said the seed money would
allow the UCIA to hire an energy
consultant for the program.

“When this was first presented to
us, I was so happy about the idea…of
helping our schools and saving money
for our towns. It’s what government
is supposed to do,” Freeholder
Deborah Scanlon said.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the program represents a “tre-
mendous opportunity to lower en-
ergy costs for municipalities, school
districts, and ourselves at the county.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said of
the plan, “Every answer you have is,
‘let’s do more bonding.’”

During the public portion of the
meeting, Clark resident Kathy Torpey
asked for a rundown of how much it
cost the county to run MusicFest this
year.

County Manager George Devanney
said total contracts for the event to-

taled $617,000. Broken down, they
included $27,500 for Cross the River,
$265,000 to This Is It! Productions,
and $325,000 paid to the Union
County Performing Arts Center. He
said the arts center was paid through
insurance monies collected by the
county last year after the closing act
had to be canceled, due to a heavy
rainstorm, as well as through private
donations. He said the artists all were
contracted by the arts center.

Mr. Paterson said he would like to
see “all costs involved,” including
how much county employees received
for working the event.

Jim Buettner of Cranford ques-
tioned why the county closed Oak
Ridge golf course due to a $400,000
operating deficit, yet is willing to pay
$4 million to upgrade Oakwood Park
in New Providence, which the county
is acquiring for a dollar from the
borough.

Mr. Paterson questioned why the
county had to bond for this project on
top of the $11 million the county
collects in taxes to support the Open
Space, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund.

“You’re going deeper and deeper
in debt,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Buettner also brought up a re-
cent Star-Ledger article on a report
by the Tax Foundation, which listed
New Jersey as having the highest
property taxes in the country. He said
Union County ranked fourth highest

in New Jersey in taxes.
“I am here to ask the board to find

ways to give the county taxpayers
relief,” he said. He said, based on the
5.3 percent increase over last year in
county taxes, in seven years, “every-
one in this room will be paying twice
the amount of taxes they currently are
paying today.”

“We are spending above and be-
yond the means of the taxpayers,” he
said.

Mr. Buettner said work is being
done at Galloping Hill that was not
“asked for by any taxpayer that I am
aware of.” He said the county is build-
ing a “luxurious clubhouse” and that
it appears that the county is “going to
be in the catering business,” and that
he expected county employees would
be hired for this purpose.

In response, Mr. Devanney said it
had cost the county $700,000 to run
Oak Ridge. “It is run a lot cheaper day
to day as a park,” Mr. Devanney said.
“I have a hard time when you come up
here and you criticize us for taxes
[yet] you say, ‘well maybe you should
just spend $400,000 to keep Oak
Ridge open.’ It’s not that easy.”

Mr. Devanney said the county is
adding a driving range and new club-
house to the Galloping Hill course in
Kenilworth but that any employees at
the new clubhouse will be those of
Illinois-based Kemper Sports Man-
agement, a firm hired by the county to
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With Branch Pickup Eliminated,
SP Residents Can Dispose in WF

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — With the
township’s fall branch and brush
pickup program cancelled,
homeowners needing to dispose of
their yard debris can take it to the
Westfield Conservation Center, ac-
cording to Public Works Director
Kevin Ward.

At the township council’s confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Ward
said arrangements have been made
with the Westfield Conservation Cen-
ter on Lamberts Mill Road to allow
township residents to dispose of their
branches and brush, free of any fee, at
the site on Thursdays, Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays between 9 a.m. and
3 p.m.

Mr. Ward told the governing body
that  his department had “eliminated
temporarily” the annual curbside
pickup for budgetary reasons. He re-
called that early in the year, all mu-
nicipal department heads had been
asked to make significant reductions
in their budgets. While “services such
as snow removal, sewers and street


