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POLICE BLOTTER

Ron Bansky
(800) 554 6964

I help safe drivers save up to 28%.
Just like in baseball,  it  pays to avoid errors.  If  you drive
safely and avoid accidents, I can help save you money -
up  to  28%  off  your  auto  premium.  And  that’s  just  for
starters. 

Call  me  first,  so  I  can  help  you  get  the  discounts  you
deserve.

519 South Ave West
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Allstate is the Offi cial Insurance Sponsor of 
Little League® Baseball and Softball.

Discounts are subject to terms, conditions, and availability. Actual savings will vary. Property insurance is
subject to availability. Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Bridgewater, NJ ©
2009 Allstate Insurance Company

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

The Optimist Club of Westfield
Presents a Halloween Haunted House
WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club of

Westfield Halloween Haunted House 2009
will be held on Saturday, October 31, from
4 to 9 p.m. at the Westfield Memorial Pool
Complex on West Broad Street.

 The Haunted House event will feature
12 scary rooms with witches, goblins, ghouls
and monsters. Additional activities, includ-
ing hayrides, pony rides, photo buttons,
entertainment from the band “Reverse Or-
der” and Chips the Clown, and several food
vendors, will also be available. Vendor
sales, including rides and entertainment,
will start at 3:30 p.m. All activities will end
at 9 p.m.

Tickets to tour the Haunted House can be
purchased on site at the event and are $4 for
each patron entering the Haunted House.
All repeat entries are also $4.

The Haunted House experience is rec-
ommended for younger children from 4 to
6 p.m. It is more suitable for children 10 and
older after 6 p.m. An adult should always
accompany young children. The Haunted

House and related activities provide a safe,
fun and entertaining way to enhance a day
of trick-or-treating.

This 2009 Westfield Halloween Haunted
House is being organized and presented by
the Optimist Club of Westfield and co-
sponsored with the Westfield Recreation
Department. The Westfield Area “Y” and
Westfield Jaycees are also actively involved
in supporting the event. Additional funding
for this event has been provided by the
Westfield Foundation, PSE&G and the
Rotary Club of Westfield.

Local organizations interested in partici-
pating in the Haunted House or those people
seeking more information about the Hallow-
een Haunted House may contact Jeffrey
Feldman at feldmanjeffrey@excite.com.

The Optimist Club meets on the second
Wednesday of each month for dinner, and
guests are always welcome to join any
monthly meetings. For more information
about the Optimist Club , contact Michael
Walsh at walshm@comcast.net.

Courtesy of Faye Banic
HALLOWEEN GIANT...The Banics in Scotch Plains started a pumpkin patch
hoping to grow a large pumpkin by ordering special seeds. The pumpkin is now
about 300 pounds, just in time for Halloween.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SAVE DARFUR…Students from Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s Amnesty
International Club held a free car wash last Saturday at the Exxon gas station on
South Avenue in Fanwood to raise money for the Save Darfur Coalition. Eleven
local businesses supported the effort by pledging $1 for every car that was washed,
and near the end of the effort, it was estimated that at least 40 cars had been cleaned.
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goleader.com/video - The Westfield Leader
REACHING THE PUBLIC...Robert Manduca, left, and Michael Szuch, center,
Fanwood Republican candidates for council, last Thursday, discuss challenges
facing the community during an interview with editor Paul Peyton at The
Westfield Leader office. The video can be viewed on the Internet at goleader.com.

Fanwood GOP Ticket Calls
For Fiscal Responsibility

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD – Republican candidates
for Fanwood Borough Council Robert
Manduca and Michael Szuch last Thurs-
day discussed economic and other chal-
lenges facing their community during an
interview at The Westfield Leader office.

Mr. Manduca and Mr. Szuch are run-
ning for the seats currently held by Demo-
crats Donna Dolce, council president, and
David Valian, both of whom are seeking
reelection in the Tuesday, November 3
General Election. Democrats currently
hold the mayor’s seat and five of six
council positions in Fanwood.

The two GOP candidates also ran for
seats on the governing body in 2008. Mr.
Manduca came within 109 votes of win-
ning a council seat last year, with Mr.
Szuch 20 votes further back. The candi-
dates said that they received strong sup-
port from family, fellow residents and the
Fanwood Republican Committee to run
again this year.

Both men cited responsible manage-
ment of borough finances as a key plank
in their campaign platform.

“We want to keep Fanwood affordable
for working families,” Mr. Szuch said.
“I’m raising my child here; Bob raised his
family here. We want to keep it that way
and keep our families here through retire-
ment – make it affordable enough.”

Addressing such council decisions as
the deferment of pension costs, Mr.
Manduca said, “It’s wrong to take pen-
sion costs and current operating costs and
push them into the out years. Yes, it
makes you look like Santa Claus, because
you can give people things that look like
they don’t cost them anything, but the day
comes when future taxpayers have to pay
that burden.”

Mr. Manduca criticized Mayor Col-
leen Mahr and the council for having
awarded borough employees a 3 percent
raise the governing body was not contrac-
tually obligated to give after promising
residents at a Forest Road Park budget
summit that officials would hold the line
on expenses.

“Incomes in Fanwood are not going up
3 percent,” Mr. Manduca said. “I’m not
saying we should balance the budget on
the backs of borough employees, but we
should all be in the same boat together. If
people’s incomes are going down, if it’s
not a contractually-obligated increase,
than why do you give it?” The candidate
called for “more honesty in the way poli-
ticians deal with the town.”

Observing that Fanwood has a volun-
teer fire department and rescue squad,
Mr. Manduca proposed that other bor-
ough services also could be performed by
volunteers rather than paid personnel.
“For a number of years, Fanwood had
volunteer recreation directors. They’ve
turned that into a paid position,” he stated.
He acknowledged, however, that the cur-
rent recreation director “does a good job.”

“I’ve come across many talented people
who are willing to donate their time (serv-
ing the borough on a volunteer basis),”
Mr. Manduca said. “I don’t think there’s
any shortage of that kind of energy.”

Mr. Szuch, who served as an assistant
Little League coach last year, concurred.

“That’s what it takes, is for people to
stand up and assume the job. Participate
and get involved.”

Both candidates expressed strong res-
ervations about the idea of consolidating
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
departments, citing both fiscal and safety
concerns.

Mr. Szuch said the Fanwood Police
Department currently has a “tremendously
excellent response time” of within two
minutes, and feared merging the two de-
partments would mean a reduction in
response time for borough calls while
also not being overly advantageous to
Scotch Plains.

While saying the proposed consolida-
tion was the kind of notion that “sounds
good to 99 percent of the people at 2,000
feet,” Mr. Manduca felt it did not bear
close scrutiny so far. “Every rock I looked
under had something to give me pause,”
the candidate stated. “Someone would
have to convince me that there’s a sav-
ings; it’s not that we hope there’s a sav-
ings, because you’re gambling with the
safety and the finances of your town.”

The candidates were critical of the way
the current mayor and council have
handled multiple downtown redevelop-
ment projects. Mr. Szuch said the deci-
sion by the borough to purchase the
Livingston-Wilbor property on South
Avenue in May 2008 “for a great sum
($1.8 million), at admittedly one of the
weakest economic times ever, has to be
questioned.” The borough now is seeking
a buyer for the property.

The candidates also noted the delay in
redevelopment of the former Dean Oil
site, which they said the current adminis-
tration put a stop to three years ago.

Mr. Manduca argued that “our rev-
enues should be two or three times higher
than they are right now, due to some inept
government interference in the develop-
ment process, which has brought us to the
state we’re in right now.”

According to Mr. Manduca, the situa-
tion has local businesses “headed on a
downward spiral,” while other businesses
not far away continue to be successful. He
said there is a “fear of government inter-
ference in Fanwood. We have to change
that perception.”

“We hope there’s going to be a change
in Fanwood, back to something a little
less liberal with spending ideas and a little
more attentive to where we’re going, in
terms of keeping Fanwood affordable with
the kinds of services Fanwood always
had,” Mr. Szuch said. “It’s time to even
out the borough council team so we have
a much more objective view of what’s
going on and a little more accountabil-
ity.”

“I’d like to see Fanwood return to the
kind of place where you could raise a
family and still stay in the community
once your kids were out of school,” stated
Mr. Manduca, saying tax increases have
prompted some people to move elsewhere.
“You shouldn’t have this tax migration.

“I also sincerely think politicians, even
at the council level, should say what is
true and keep their word,” he said. “I
think the taxpayers of Fanwood, the resi-
dents of Fanwood, deserve honest, truth-
ful, straight government.”

this purpose.
In response, Mr. Devanney said it

had cost the county $700,000 to run
Oak Ridge. “It is run a lot cheaper day
to day as a park,” Mr. Devanney said. “I
have a hard time when you come up
here, and you criticize us for taxes [yet]
you say, ‘well maybe you should just
spend $400,000 to keep Oak Ridge
open.’ It’s not that easy.”

Mr. Devanney said the county is add-
ing a driving range and new clubhouse
to the Galloping Hill course in
Kenilworth but that any employees at
the new clubhouse will be those of
Illinois-based Kemper Sports Manage-
ment, a firm hired by the county to
manage the county’s courses.

Mr. Devanney found the Tax Foun-
dation report “extremely dishearten-
ing.” Based on taxes raised as a percent-
age of the overall Union County bud-
get, Mr. Devanney said at 59.89 per-
cent, the county ranks as having one the
lowest (percentages) in the state.

“We have taken a great deal of pride
in bringing additional money (grants)
into the county,” Mr. Devanney said.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella an-
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Union County Freeholders
nounced that the county has received a
$1.3 million grant from the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, of which $1.18
million will be distributed to 10 mu-
nicipalities: Elizabeth, Hillside, Lin-
den, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle,
Roselle Park, Scotch Plains, Union and
Westfield. The remaining $131,000 will
be used by the county for training,
community outreach and administra-
tion, while towns will use the money
they receive for juvenile and neighbor-
hood issues, home security, crime in-
tervention and crime prevention and
terrorism awareness.

At the start of the meeting, the board
approved a dozen matching grants to-
taling $550,000 as part of its “Preserve
Union County” grants from the open
space fund. Among those properties
receiving money are the Reeve House
in Westfield, $100,000 to the Westfield
Historical Society; Fanwood Station/
Museum/Community House, $50,000
to the Borough of Fanwood; Frazee
House in Scotch Plains, $3,675 to the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club,
and $20,000 to the Cranford Historical
Society for the Hansen House.

IDEA is a cycle that will help parents
and the child study team to communi-
cate and discuss options for children
with special needs. Mr. Kozlik noted
Westfield’s increased assistance and
classroom instruction for those with
autism in the district.

The BOE approved out-of-district
placements for two students and ac-
cepted grants in the amount of $14,761
from the Westfield Education Fund
Grant Committee and $510 from the
Westfield Coalition for the Arts. The
latter funds will be used to purchase
set-building tools for future dramas and
musical theater productions at Edison.

Concerns from parents over H1N1
virus in France left the plan for a student-

exchange field trip off the agenda, but
the board did approve a similar excur-
sion to Spain. Students will pay their
own way for a two-week trip where they
will board with a host family, attend
classes and explore Spanish culture.

Board member David Finn led dis-
cussions about the community debate
concerning acceptable sponsors for
banners at Kehler Stadium. Consis-
tency in color, size and font are other
issues that Mr. Finn said the Westfield
Boosters “are working hard to get it
right.”

The board also thanked retired lunch-
room aide America Cuseo for her dedi-
cation to taking care of our children for
more than 30 years.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Board of Education

Westfield
Monday, September 21, Bashira Clay,

43, of Roselle was arrested at Cranford
police headquarters on two outstanding
Westfield warrants – one criminal warrant
and one traffic warrant – totaling $1,000,
and a Roselle traffic warrant for $225. Clay
was committed to the Union County jail on
default of bail.

Monday, September 21, a resident of the
100 block of Scotch Plains Avenue reported
that a first-floor window of her home sus-
tained damage after a small stone was ap-
parently thrown through it.

Tuesday, September 22, Kendall
Shephard, 23, of Kenilworth was arrested
on the 600 block of Springfield Avenue on
a Westfield traffic warrant. Shephard was
transported to Westfield police headquar-
ters, processed and released after posting
$500 bail.

Tuesday, September 22, Raymond Gigl,
18, of Bridgewater was arrested as the result
of a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue
near South Elmer Street on an outstanding
Clark traffic warrant for $91. He was re-
leased after posting bail.

Wednesday, September 23, a red Jamis
21-speed mountain bike was found aban-
doned near the Westfield Municipal Court
entrance. There was no owner information
located on the bike and it was secured in the
Westfield Police Department’s Traffic Bu-
reau.

Wednesday, September 23, a Capital
One Visa credit card was found in the
central business district. Attempts to con-
tact the owner were unsuccessful and the
item was secured for safekeeping.

Wednesday, September 23, a black purse
was found inside a store located on the 100
block of Quimby Street. Attempts to con-
tact the owner of the purse were unsuccess-
ful. The purse was secured for safekeeping.

Thursday, September 24, Ronald Villa,
31, of Rahway was arrested on the 400
block of Central Avenue and charged with
making terroristic threats. According to
police, Villa allegedly threatened the lives
of two individuals. He was processed and
sent to the Union County jail. Bail was set at
$20,000.

Thursday, September 24, after stopping
a motor vehicle on the 600 block of West
South Avenue for motor vehicle violations,
police arrested Keith Johnson, 24, of
Plainfield, a passenger in the vehicle, on an
outstanding Plainfield criminal warrant and
an outstanding Union traffic warrant. The
total bail amount was $1,861. After pro-
cessing, Johnson was turned over to
Plainfield authorities.

Thursday, September 24, Laurie M.
Glinka, 50, of Kenilworth was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop at South and Windsor
Avenues on two outstanding Kenilworth
traffic warrants totaling $181. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance.

Friday, September 25, Michael Solomon,
32, of Westfield was arrested on the 300
block of South Avenue, East, and charged
with possession of drug paraphernalia. He
was released with a summons.

Friday, September 25, after being stopped
at East Broad Street and Mountain Avenue
for motor vehicle violations, Khalis Woods,
32, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing Irvington criminal warrant for
$500. He was turned over to the Irvington
Police Department.

Saturday, September 26, Merih Yavuz,
24, of Westfield was arrested on an out-
standing Elizabeth traffic warrant for $250
after a motor vehicle stop on Westfield
Avenue near South Avenue. Yavuz was
processed and released after posting bail.

Saturday, September 26, Anthony Luna,
20, of Aberdeen, a passenger in a motor
vehicle that was stopped for equipment
violations on East Broad Street near Elm
Street, was arrested on two outstanding
Cranford criminal warrants with bail total-
ing $500. He was processed and turned over
to the Cranford Police Department.

Sunday, September 27, a resident of the
200 block of Prospect Street reported that
his motor vehicle was damaged through an
apparent act of criminal mischief. The
driver’s side rear view mirror was smashed
with an unknown object and rendered inop-
erable.

Sunday, September 27, a resident of Set-
tlers Lane reported the theft of an iPod,
valued at $400, from her gym bag while at

Westfield High School.
Sunday, September 27, Ashley

Cosentino, 18, of Toms River was arrested
as the result of a suspicious motor vehicle
stop and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana and
possession of drug paraphernalia. She was
released on her own recognizance with
summonses.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 22, Bianca

Rivadeneira, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing warrant. She was transported to
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, September 22, a resident of
Lenape Way reported that a former patient
of hers had come to her residence and also
calls her multiple times a day.

Tuesday, September 22, a student at
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported that someone removed his
calculator, valued at $120, from his bag.

Tuesday, September 22, Colleen
Donohue, 42, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after a motor vehicle stop, at which
time the officer smelled the odor of alcohol.
She was transported to police headquarters,
where she was processed and released.

Thursday, September 24, Kyon Stevens,
27, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant following a motor vehicle
stop. Stevens was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, September 25, Juan Perez, 27, of
Plainfield was arrested and charged with
hindering apprehension after he was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation and allegedly
gave police a false name and driver’s li-
cense. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, September 25, Kevin Jackson,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
He was transported to police headquarters,
where he was processed and released.

Friday, September 25, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported that someone
had entered her apartment and removed
several items valued at $200.

Saturday, September 26, Carlos
Alvarado, 42, and Carlos Barbito, 19, both
of Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with hindering apprehension. According to
police, an officer responded to a report of a
suspicious vehicle and found Alvarado and
Barbito sitting in the vehicle. When the
officer asked for proper identification, both
men allegedly provided him with false names
and identification, police said. They were
transported to police headquarters, where
they were processed and released.

Mountainside
Wednesday, September 23, a resident of

Ravens Wood reported that she gave a
repairman who was doing minor repairs on
her home $825 in cash to purchase her a flat
screen television. According to police, he
never delivered the television and has re-
fused multiple calls from the victim or the
police. A computer check on the suspect,
identified as Sean P. Tully, revealed he has
multiple outstanding warrants and authori-
ties have sent him documentation giving
him 10 days to respond to the allegations or
they would launch a criminal investigation.

Saturday, September 26, Rashied K.
Goodwin, 31, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding Mountainside warrants total-
ing $1,000.

Sunday, September 27, Vincent M.
Kovacs, 32, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with disorderly conduct, resisting
arrest and simple assault. According to po-
lice, witnesses saw him hit a parked motor
vehicle while he was attempting to park his
vehicle and then leave the scene on foot.
While an officer was investigating the inci-
dent,

Kovacs returned to the scene and ap-
peared under the influence and was unable
to answer simple questions, authorities re-
ported. When the officer questioned him
about whether or not he had parked the
vehicle, he became belligerent, cursed and
spit in the officer’s face, police said. The
officer required the assistance of another
officer to cuff the suspect and take him back
to police headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and released to a responsible adult.

No information from Fanwood

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
THE GIFT OF LIFE…New Jersey Blood Services (NJBS), a division of the N.Y.
Blood Center (NYBC), recently held a grand opening of a new donor center at
2279 South Avenue in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from left to right, are: President
and CEO of NYBC, Dr. Chris Hillyer, Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
Fanwood Councilwoman Donna Dolce, Inge Sommerich, Bob Sommerich Sr.,
Bob Sommerich Jr. of Fanwood, Assemblywoman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), Chuck Grossenbacher of NJBS and Acting Executive Director Neil
Pinkman of the Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce. The donor room at the
center was named in honor of Bob Sommerich, Sr.


