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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DAY FOR NOSTALGIA…The Westfield Historical Society will welcome area
residents for its inaugural Apple Fest this Saturday, October 3, from 3 to 6 p.m.
on the lawn of the Reeve House History and Cultural Center at 314 Mountain
Avenue in Westfield. There will be various activities, demonstrations, refresh-
ments, “old-time” fun for children and information on how people can help the
historical society complete restoration and renovation of the historic Reeve
House, pictured above.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A FESTIVE TIME…Zoe Liptak of Roselle Park paints a pumpkin in the Williams Nursery pumpkin patch at the Harvest
Festival held Sunday at Trailside Nature and Science Center in the Watchung Reservation.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MAKING A NEW FRIEND…Brooke of Swift farm and friends pet “Oreo” and
“Snickers” at the Harvest Festival held Sunday at Trailside Nature and Science
Center in the Watchung Reservation.

Paul J. Peyton for The Westfield Leader
BACK IN HISTORY…This steam tractor, circa 1920, was used by the Kean
family to cultivate fields and to plant various crops. It is on display at the Liberty
Hall Museum, the former Kean estate, located across from Kean University in
Union Township.
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County to Loan Improvement Authority
$500,000 to Start Solar Energy Program

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Freeholders Board approved the first
reading of an ordinance Thursday to
provide a half-million-dollar loan to
the Union County Improvement Au-
thority (UCIA) as startup money for a
new renewable-energy program the
county is initiating for towns and school
districts.

Jonathan Williams, an attorney
with the Teaneck law firm Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick, Cole and Wisler, LLP,
special counsel to the UCIA, told The
Westfield Leader that under the pro-
posal, interested towns and school
districts, as well as the county, would
have the rooftops of their buildings
surveyed for suitability for solar pan-
els. Towns and school districts would
then enter into agreements with the
UCIA to participate in the program,
at no cost to them for the solar equip-
ment or the energy, Mr. Williams
said. He said towns and school dis-
tricts would likely receive “signifi-
cant savings” in the cost of energy by
participating in the program.

Meanwhile, the UCIA would seek
bids from private entities interested in
providing solar energy to those gov-
ernments signed up for the program in
return for federal energy tax credits.
Mr. Williams could not say at this time
how long the contracts with the UCIA
would be, although he said one or two
meetings would be held to explain the
program to local governments.

Steve Perlman, also with Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick, told the freeholders Thurs-
day that the private entity would be
responsible for paying back the debt
the county is floating for the project.
He said the seed money would allow
the UCIA to hire an energy consultant
for the program.

“When this was first presented to us,
I was so happy about the idea…of
helping our schools and saving money
for our towns. It’s what government is
supposed to do,” Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon said.

Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
said the program represents a “tremen-
dous opportunity to lower energy costs
for municipalities, school districts and
ourselves at the county.”

Bruce Paterson of Garwood said of
the plan, “Every answer you have is,

‘let’s do more bonding.’”
During the public portion of the meet-

ing, Clark resident Kathy Torpey asked
for a rundown of how much it cost the
county to run MusicFest this year.

County Manager George Devanney
said total contracts for the event totaled
$617,000. Broken down, they included
$27,500 for Cross the River, $265,000
to This Is It! Productions, and $325,000
paid to the Union County Performing
Arts Center. He said the arts center was
paid through insurance monies col-
lected by the county last year after the
closing act had to be canceled, due to a
heavy rainstorm, as well as through
private donations. He said the artists all
were contracted by the arts center.

Mr. Paterson said he would like to
see “all costs involved,” including how
much county employees received for
working the event.

Jim Buettner of Cranford questioned
why the county closed Oak Ridge golf
course due to a $400,000 operating
deficit, yet is willing to pay $4 million
to upgrade Oakwood Park in New Provi-
dence, which the county is acquiring
for a dollar from the borough.

Mr. Paterson questioned why the
county had to bond for this project on

top of the $11 million the county col-
lects in taxes to support the Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund.

“You’re going deeper and deeper in
debt,” Mr. Paterson said.

Mr. Buettner also brought up a re-
cent Star-Ledger article on a report
by the Tax Foundation, which listed
New Jersey as having the highest
property taxes in the country. He said
Union County ranked fourth highest
in New Jersey in taxes.

“I am here to ask the board to find
ways to give the county taxpayers re-
lief,” he said. He said, based on the 5.3
percent increase over last year in county
taxes, in seven years, “everyone in this
room will be paying twice the amount of
taxes they currently are paying today.”

“We are spending above and beyond
the means of the taxpayers,” he said.

Mr. Buettner said work is being done
at Galloping Hill that was not “asked
for by any taxpayer that I am aware of.”
He said the county is building a “luxu-
rious clubhouse” and that it appears
that the county is “going to be in the
catering business” and that he expected
county employees would be hired for

Town Council Unanimously Passes
Ten-Ordinance Land-Use Package

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During Tuesday’s
town council meeting, the council unani-
mously approved on second reading of
10 ordinances to amend various provi-
sions of the town’s land-use ordinance.

The omnibus package of provisions
culls recommendations from the mas-
ter plan reexamination, the land use
task force and the 2005 land use ele-
ment.

The public will have a longer-than-
normal period during which to voice
concerns with the package, which is
scheduled to be implemented by De-
cember 1.

Earlier in the year, the council’s Code
Review and Town Property Commit-
tee, chaired by Councilman Jim Foerst,

said the topic “isn’t sexy,” but it is vital
to the operation of the town.

“We’re rebuilding the motor of the
town code,” he said during the summer.
Seven-plus years of work is wrapped
into the amendments.

New land-use regulations will in-
clude a reduction in building height to
a maximum of 35 feet in larger zones
and, through the implementation of a
sliding scale, 32.5 feet in smaller zones.
The changes will stipulate that homes
possess a maximum of 2.5 floors (base-
ments are excluded) and mandate that
homes have garages.

“People were converting garages into
living space,” Town Planner Bill Drew
had said earlier this year.

The document will also simplify FAR
(floor-to-area ratio) – the habitable floor

area of all buildings on the site com-
pared to the total area of the site – and
stipulate that homes, after 25 continu-
ous feet of wall space, use architectural
“breaks” of two feet in depth to relieve
residents of experiencing a monoto-
nous “billboard effect,” as Mr. Foerst
has dubbed it.

At Tuesday’s meeting, Mr. Foerst
thanked two individuals who started
the ball rolling in this area; both have
served the council and represented the
first ward – former Councilman Peter
Echausse and current lame-duck Coun-
cilman Sal Caruana, who is not seeking
re-election this year.

Mr. Foerst called the land-use pack-
age of ordinances a “puzzle” and said
“once the pieces are together, it solves
the problem, identified seven years ago,
of overdevelopment and McMansions.”

Mr. Foerst said the new ordinances
would allow citizens to “grow in their
homes” and “easily understand” the
prevailing land use laws.

Democratic Mayoral candidate Bill
Brennan, after the meeting, called the
land-use package a “great thing” for the
town but said the topic is seven years old.

“That horse has left the barn, come
back and left again,” he said, adding
that the issue of building McMansions
has mostly passed due to the economic
downturn.

“Hardly anybody is tearing down
houses and building McMansions; that
wave is long gone,” he said. “It shouldn’t
take seven years to get things done. We
have to deal with issues with foresight,
not hindsight…that’s going to be a
hallmark of my administration – to do
things that are timely; this is not timely,”
he said.

Also during the meeting, the town
heard from Susan Buchner, the presi-
dent of the Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield (JLEP), a non-profit, 501(c)3
organization of women dedicated to
improving communities in the area
through the leadership of hundreds of
volunteers.

Ms. Buchner came to promote the
third annual Touch-A-Truck event,
which will take place on Sunday, Octo-
ber 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (with a
rain date of October 25).

Touch-A-Truck provides an oppor-
tunity for children to explore vehicles
of all types — public service, emer-
gency, utility, construction, landscap-
ing, transportation and delivery — all
in one place. In 2009, children will have
the opportunity to experience 60 differ-
ent vehicles that will be on display.

Ms. Buchner said Westfield had been
“instrumental” in providing the South
Avenue train station lot to the Junior
League and has been “amazing” in
helping getting access to certain emer-
gency vehicles on which kids can climb
and honk horns.

Children will be allowed to touch,
climb on and ask questions about their
favorite trucks in a safe, supervised
environment. Accompanying person-
nel will teach the children about the
equipment displayed and how these
machines help the community.

The cost is $5 per person or $20 for
a family of four ($4 for each additional
family member).

All proceeds from Touch-A-Truck
will benefit the community-based ini-
tiatives of the JLEP, which include “serv-
ing women and children in crisis in
Union County.”

Councilman Mark Ciarrocca, chair-
man of the Public Safety, Transporta-
tion and Parking Committee, said driv-
ers can expect the implementation of a
four-way stop sign at the intersection of
Boulevard and Park Street within a
month’s time.

Mr. Ciarrocca also said, after detail-
ing the status of the South Avenue
Streetscape Project, that cars exiting
the South Avenue train station lot at the
Boulevard egress will only be allowed
to turn right; they will no longer be
permitted to turn left or head straight
across South Avenue to the Boulevard.

“We’ve had a number of accidents at
that intersection; it may be an inconve-
nience, but it will increase safety,” said
Mr. Ciarrocca, who noted that with the
hope of more restaurants cropping up
along the South Avenue corridor, there
will be more pedestrians crossing the
streets around the train station, height-
ening the need for increased safety.

Also at the meeting, the council
passed a resolution authorizing town
officials to enter into agreement with
the Union County Trust Fund for im-
provements at Memorial Park.

The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders is allocating up to $600,000
in matching grant dollars under the
“Kids Recreation Trust Fund” for rec-
reational improvements in the munici-
pality.

Jamie Lynn Drohan Departs
TV-36 for Anchor Position

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After three years
as the director of TV-36 operations,
Jamie Lynn Drohan will depart later
this month to pursue a career as a
morning anchor in Knoxville, Tenn.,
on ABC6.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky announced
Ms. Drohan’s decision before the
general business of Tuesday night’s
council meeting was discussed.

Ms. Drohan, 27, who categorized
her time in Westfield as an “amazing
experience,” then spoke from the dais.
She said she was “very sad about leav-
ing” and will miss everyone, especially
Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
executive assistant Joan Thermann, who
works in the administration office.

Mr. Gildea said while Ms. Drohan
was employed for just three years, it
“seemed a lot longer than that.” Mr.
Gildea touted the work she had done
to “really transform the station into
one of the best in the area” and one
that towns “want to emulate.”

After the meeting, Second Ward
Councilwoman Vicki Kimmins, liai-
son to the Communications Advisory
Board, said the news of Ms. Drohan’s
impending departure came as a shock,
as she only found out earlier that day.

“It’s a huge loss for us and a huge
gain for Tennessee,” said Ms.
Kimmins, who mentioned that the
advisory board had not met as fre-
quently due to Ms. Drohan’s diligence
in handling the bulk of TV-36 duties.

Ms. Drohan told The Westfield
Leader that her new routine will in-
clude waking up at 2 a.m. to be at the
WATE-TV 6 Knoxville studio at 3:30
a.m., where she will write the news

she will deliver on the air at 5 a.m.
“This, of course, means I’ll be in

bed by 5 p.m.,” Ms. Drohan said.
She remarked that when she vis-

ited the Knoxville studio, she could
not believe how specialized an opera-
tion it is. In Westfield, Ms. Drohan
produces, edits, films, writes and hosts
for the station.

“I’m a jack of all trades. I’m not
used to doing just one job,” she re-
marked.

Ms. Drohan said she is excited to
work in Knoxville, which is consid-
ered the 59th largest U.S. market, out
of 210.

“It’s a great place to make your
name in,” she said. Ms. Drohan will
be a full-time anchor, a position that
she has been “working towards” since
her days as a producer/editor/writer/
host at Union TV34, before landing a
hosting gig on “Newsmakers” on
CNN Headline News.

“You have to pay your dues,” said
Ms. Drohan, who also wanted to thank
the mayor, who was her first guest on
“Newsmakers.” After interviewing
him, she said the mayor remarked of
an open position at the Westfield tele-
vision studio, which Ms. Drohan has
called home since September 2006.

“I’m really proud of TV-36 and all
the work we’ve done,” Ms. Drohan
said. “People really want to be on it
and take part in it.”

Westfield has not made any deci-
sions as of yet in terms of replacing
Ms. Drohan. For now, camera opera-
tor/editor Kevin Sipe, graphics/edi-
tor Ruben Rodriguez and associate
producer Adam Augenzucker will all
continue on and handle increased re-
sponsibilities.

WF BOE Unveils Plan to Address
Projected Enrollment Increases
By ERIC D. WILDSTEIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) on Tuesday
night discussed teaming options at the
intermediate schools to accommodate
anticipated enrollment increases for the
2010-2011 school year. Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan said there
are a number of ways to do it, citing
contributing factors.

Assistant Superintendent of Curricu-
lum and Instruction Anita O’Neal char-
acterized the tentative plan as “solid.”
Each team would consist of four fac-
ulty members for general-education
subjects plus the world language teach-
ers. Edison Intermediate School is pro-
jected to have three teams, while
Roosevelt Intermediate School will

need two. Expected enrollment num-
bers in 2011 are about 300 and 250
students, respectively.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt said
teaming is an “essential” component of
the middle school environment. It satis-
fies a necessary social and emotional
need, and with teams of about 130
students, it allows for a group that
“knows your child and helps make sure
students don’t fall through the cracks.”
Principals from both middle schools
will speak as soon as possible as the
plan moves forward.

The enrollment increase raised con-
cerns about transportation and how it
will fit into the budget. Business Admin-
istrator Robert Berman expressed the
potential need for another bus, which he
said would cost between $30,000 to

$35,000. Another budget concern is the
possibility of more instructional sup-
port, both to fulfill requirements of sec-
tion sizes for appropriate team structure
as well as future sections in fine arts and
world languages. Ms. Dolan said the
board’s focus is to “do what we need for
all the kids in each grade, and how we
will craft the budget to fit the economy.”

In other business, Assistant Superin-
tendent for Pupil Services Ted Kozlik
discussed the advantages of the IDEA
Partnership. The grant helps special-
education programs to translate research
and policy to practice. Mr. Kozlik sum-
marized that, “Nothing is more validat-
ing than feeling understood. People are
more open to influence and change if
they feel understood.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


