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MY BUDDY AND ME…Holy Trinity Interparochial School (HTIS) buddies
Matthew Preite, left, and Matthew Fudali share in making a Halloween craft. The
HTIS buddies program unites kindergarten and third-grade children from the
Westfield and Mountainside campuses.

Anderson Inducted Into
Ithaca Honor Society
WESTFIELD – Jessica Anderson,

a Westfield resident and daughter of
Jodi Anderson, was inducted into
Ithaca College’s Oracle Honor Soci-
ety in November.

The fall ceremony honors students
who have completed their first se-
mester ranked in the top 5 percent of
their academic schools. Jessica is an
Athletic Training major who will earn
a Bachelor of Science degree.

Westlake School Dedicates
Organic Butterfly Garden

WESTFIELD – Students at
Westlake School, a public school in
Westfield that serves students with
multiple disabilities, wanted to help
the struggling Monarch Butterfly
population. Due to the planning and
efforts of Westlake social worker
Phyllis Sandrock, the students and staff
collected household materials needed
to make an organic butterfly garden.

Materials included grass clippings,
coffee grounds, eggshells, dryer lint
and newspapers, which were layered
with soil to make four planting beds.
Recycled cardboard was used as a
weed barrier on the paths and was
covered with bark chips.

Philip Cappio, of Cappio Land-
scaping, donated the soil and labor

that helped shape the 100-square-foot
garden.

Students planted milkweed, which
they grew from seeds in the Westlake
School greenhouse, as well as a vari-
ety of annual flowers purchased from
Amberg Farm and Garden Center.

The plants were chosen in order to

meet the Monarch Watch Organiza-
tion criteria for butterfly garden cer-
tification. Additional plants were pur-
chased at Parker Gardens during a
field trip to Parker’s established but-
terfly habitat.

Once the weather was warm enough,
staff and students planted the garden
and watched it grow. Throughout the
spring and summer months, students
and staff weeded and watered the gar-
den to ensure its growth.

Upon completion of the butterfly
garden, staff and students celebrated
with an afternoon tea party. The pic-
nic tables were covered with vintage
tablecloths and set with teacups and
saucers.

Homemade decorated butterfly

cookies and an assortment of desserts
were served along with iced tea and
lemonade. Staff and students were
treated to a lesson in etiquette from a
staff member who played the role of
“Miss Manners.” Students also played
a game of croquet on the lawn near
the butterfly garden.

HELPING BUTTERFLY POPULATION…Westlake’s butterfly garden was
officially dedicated as the 3,222nd Monarch Waystation at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on September 25. The flourishing butterfly garden adds colorful
excitement to the school’s landscape and provides a habitat for migrating
butterflies and other insects. At the ceremony are students Kwan and Megan,
along with Cathy Patla, principal of Westlake School in Westfield.

Dr. Greenberg Helps
Children Find Calm

WESTFIELD  – The Westfield Par-
ent Teacher Council-Special Educa-
tion Committee on December 2 will
welcome Dr. Rosalie Greenberg, a
board-certified child and adolescent
psychiatrist in private practice in Sum-
mit.

Dr. Greenberg is a consultant in
psychiatry at Overlook Hospital, an
assistant professor at Columbia Uni-
versity College of Physicians and
Surgeons, and has been consistently
recognized as one of the top child
psychiatrists in the metropolitan area.

Dr. Greenberg’s lecture, “Helping
Your Child Find Calm in the Mood
Storm,” will help parents and educa-
tors better understand the mood pen-
dulum, emotional outbursts and over-
all behaviors of their children and
students.

The program will take place be-
tween 7:30 and 9 p.m. in the library of
Edison Intermediate School, located
at 800 Rahway Avenue in Westfield.
A parent support group will meet
prior to the presentation, at 7 p.m.
Professional-development hours will
be offered for educators and adminis-
trators. The program is free, open to
the public, and no registration is re-
quired.

The committee meets once a month
during the school year and acts as a
resource and support group for par-
ents and teachers of regular and spe-
cial-education students. For addi-
tional information, visit the website
at westfieldnjk12.org/
specialedparents.

Holiday Tea and Fashion
Show to Benefit Autism NJ

POLISHED TO PERFECTION…Members of the Woman’s Club polish silver
for the upcoming Holiday Tea and Fashion Show on December 5. Members, from
left to right, Clemmie Tabor, Anne Galante, Chairwoman Jennifer Principato,
Cindy Neivert and President Dolores Geisow are featured above.

WESTFIELD – The Woman’s Club
of Westfield will host a Holiday Tea and
Fashion Show on Saturday, December
5, from 1 to 5 p.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue. Parking is free.

A variety of teas, desserts and finger
foods will be served, as well as coffee
for non-tea drinkers. Ana Beall’s Tea
Room of Westfield will provide freshly
brewed black tea, green tea and
decaffeinated tea from their exclusive
collection.

The event will feature formal and
everyday holiday wear furnished by
Lord & Taylor of Westfield. There will
be live music, courtesy of The Westfield
Strings and pianist Henry Hershey, as
well as a gift basket tricky tray, 50/50

raffle and poinsettia sale. All proceeds
will benefit Autism New Jersey.

Autism New Jersey is a non-profit
agency providing information and ad-
vocacy, services, family and profes-
sional education, and consultation.
Autism New Jersey encourages respon-

sible basic and applied research that
may lessen the effect of, and potentially
prevent, autism.

The Woman’s Club is currently ac-
cepting gift basket donations for the
tricky tray to help raise money for
Autism New Jersey. The club welcomes
junior and senior high school students
who are looking to fulfill their service
hours and wish to volunteer.

The special guest, Assemblywoman
Nancy Munoz, will be one of the fea-
tured models along with club mem-
bers, friends and children from the com-
munity. Santa Claus will make an ap-
pearance to help kick off the season and
spread holiday cheer. Adults and chil-
dren of all ages are welcome to the
event.

Tickets are $200 for a table of eight
or $25 for an individual ticket. Tickets
can be purchased at Baron’s Drug Store
on East Broad Street in Westfield or by
calling (908) 317-4730. For more in-
formation about joining the Woman’s
Club, call (908) 233-2339.

Educators Go WILD
At Teacher-Training

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present “Project WILD,” a
teacher-training workshop for adults,
ages 18 and older, at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
on Thursday, December 3, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Whether a formal teacher, home-
school educator or scout leader,
Project WILD can assist people in
teaching any subject to any grade
level. Topics covered in the provided
curriculum include science, social
studies, math, literacy and art.

Through Project WILD, educators
will acquire new skills and practices
that translate into more effective
teaching.

The fee for this workshop is $10
per person, which includes a curricu-
lum guide and morning refreshments.
Space is limited, and pre-registration
is preferred. Walk-ins are welcome as
space permits.

Project WILD lessons are corre-
lated to New Jersey Core Curriculum
Content Standards. Participants re-
ceive six New Jersey Department of
Education (DOE) professional devel-
opment credits. Participants are en-
couraged to bring a lunch and to wear
comfortable shoes and clothing, as
there will be some outdoor activity.

For additional information on

“Project WILD” or for upcoming pro-
grams and special events at Trailside,
call (908) 789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/
trailside. Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

Charitable Foundation Helps Bring Exhibit
On Lincoln to Scotch Plains Public Library

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Investors
Savings Bank Foundation, which pro-
vides charitable grants to programs that
enhance the neighborhoods the bank
serves, has awarded $5,000 in support of
the Scotch Plains Public Library’s sched-
uled Abraham Lincoln exhibit.

The library is one of only 40 sites
nationally  –  and the only library in New
Jersey – selected to host the Gilder
Lehman Institute of American History’s
traveling exhibition entitled “Abraham
Lincoln: A Man For His Time, A Man
For All Times.”

The three-week program, scheduled
to be unveiled in May 2010, will include
lectures by such experts as Rutgers Uni-
versity Professor Clement Price and Lin-
coln historian and author Harold Holzer.
The exhibition will draw from a vast
collection of photographs and ephemera

to encourage a broader awareness of
Lincoln’s legacy.

 “The Scotch Plains Public Library
has an extraordinary opportunity to give
our community a window into the life of
our 16th president,” said Margaret
Kolaya, the library’s director. “I am grate-
ful for the generosity of the Investors
Savings Bank Foundation in helping to
make this possible.”

“This exhibit offers new insights into
the accomplishments of a leader who
shaped a brighter future for human rights
and freedoms,” said Investors Savings
Bank President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer Kevin Cummings. “We’re proud to
work alongside the Scotch Plains Public
Library in bringing this remarkable pro-
gram to New Jersey.”
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Education News

NJPAC Teaching Artists Make Poetry
Writing as Easy as ‘Snap, Crackle & Pop’

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Famous au-
thors and poets are often asked where
they get their ideas. Many people, par-
ticularly young students, may believe
these writers possess some intangible,
almost mystical, quality that allows
their thoughts to unfold across a page
so eloquently.

It’s a myth that can stifle or cripple
creative expression, and one that award-
winning actress and writer Nikkole
Salter sought to dispel for fifth graders
at Deerfield School in Mountainside.

“Part of my goal was to bring the
students to a place where they didn’t
feel poetry was just something Edgar
Allen Poe does and can say, ‘Poetry is
something I can do,’” she said.

Ms. Salter was one of two teaching
artists who implemented a 12-week
interactive poetry workshop at Deerfield
as part of the New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC)’s Artist-in-Resi-
dency Program.

Spending two mornings per week
with students, Ms. Salter not only
sought to remove any intimidation they
might have when attempting poetry,
but also provided a “toolbox” of liter-
ary devices and formats to simplify
the process.

“So they can say, ‘If I just follow
these rules, pick a theme, and put it all
together, by golly, I have a poem,’” Ms.
Salter said.

Ambrose Liu, associate director of
Residencies at NJPAC, who met with
the teaching artists and Deerfield teacher
Dayna Martinovic for planning pur-
poses, agreed.

“As a writer, staring at a blank piece
of paper, you might think, ‘Well, what
do I write?’” Mr. Liu said. “But having
someone give you some structure and
allowing you to feel more comfort-
able, you might say, ‘Okay, I can try
this.’”

Once Ms. Salter felt the students had
a grasp of techniques, she focused on
their self-expression by integrating
dancing, singing and even shouting.

“We go crazy in here and have to
close the door sometimes,” she said.
“But it’s in the service of saying, now
that you understand the concept, what’s
inside you…and how can we get it out
and onto the page?”

Mr. Liu said NJPAC loves to bring in
writers with a “performing” background

because it helps children tap into other
intelligences like kinesthetic and multi-
sensory learning.

Ms. Salter explained one of the more
challenging assignments was for each
student to create an “I Am” poem.

Until that point, much of the focus on
NJPAC’s “Color My World” poetic
theme had resulted in students choosing
to write about the environment or their
school. The “I Am” poems required
them to “really open themselves up.”

Student Tommy Jakositz said the “I
Am” poem was his favorite.

“It’s broken down into three parts
and two lines of each part have to
rhyme, plus a title has to repeat,” Tommy
said. “That’s pretty hard, but I did it!”

Classmate Maxine Devitt said while
she generally prefers writing non-fic-
tion, Ms. Salter made poetry fun.

“I like to rhyme a lot of things be-
cause I think it’s pretty funny when you
rhyme some words together,” she said.

Fellow fifth grader Sarah Coley, who
spent the 12 weeks working with teach-
ing artist Dania Ramos, said she en-
joyed the themes and devices as a way
to jumpstart her ideas instead of start-
ing with a blank page.

“I really like to express my feelings
and push myself to the limit, and it
really inspires me that I can write po-
etry,” she said.

Sarah liked it so much, she recently
worked on a poem as a way to pass time
in a hospital bed.

“I was about to go into surgery, and I
was like, ‘Wait! Let me just rhyme this
word!’” she said.

Student Jason Wong shared a poem
he created during the residency:

Ms. Martinovic reported that each
student selected one poem to publish in
a student-based anthology and one to
share with families and other classes
during the upcoming “Arts Jam” cel-
ebration.

She added that beyond writing, be-
ing able to “perform” the pieces was
also an important aspect.

“It’s learning how to read with enthu-
siasm and gestures, have eye contact
with your audience and be engaged in
what you’re reading,” she said.

This was the second year Deerfield

participated in NJPAC’s Artist-in-Resi-
dency Program, which was made pos-
sible by a grant from the Mountainside
Education Foundation in conjunction
with the Watts Foundation.

Ms. Martinovic revealed that in the
past, children had even shed a tear
when sharing their poems at the Arts
Jam.

“You can tell how much effort the
students put into it,” she said. “It really
means something to them.”

Mr. Liu spoke about an additional
interactive workshop at the school,
where students and their families could
participate in poetry-writing exercises
together that facilitate an
“intergenerational sharing.”

Ms. Martinovic said many learned
strategies will continue to be developed
in multiple areas of the curriculum long
after the artistic residency ends.

Ms. Salter, who grew up attending
similar programs and considers herself
a “product” of arts education, said it’s
making the art form accessible that
continues to inspire her teaching.

“You see onomatopoeia [words like
‘snap,’ ‘crackle,’ ‘pop,’ which imitate
the source of the sound that it describes]
on a Rice Krispies box,” Ms. Salter said
of the literary device. “So it’s not this
‘thing’ that’s outside of what you expe-
rience every day.”

“THERE WAS A GREEN TREE
IT GIVES OFF CLEAN OXYGEN
SLURP! WE SUCK THE AIR.”

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TEACHING TOOLS…Teaching artist Nikkole Salter discusses the contents of a
“toolbox” of techniques that she encourages fifth graders to utilize when creating
poems. Ms. Salter hosted a 12-week interactive poetry workshop at Deerfield
School in Mountainside as part of the NJPAC Artist-in-Residency Program.

‘Ghost Hunter Teams with His Father
To Raise Awareness of Tourette’s

By AARON SAGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Linden resident Dave
Tango has transitioned from magician to
paranormal investigator. Now, at 24, he has
taken the lead on the new show “Ghost
Hunters Academy” despite his lifelong battle
with Tourette syndrome, a disease for which
he is raising awareness this Sunday in
Westfield.

Recruited by Jason Hawes and Grant
Wilson, co-founders of the Rhode Island-
based group TAPS (The Atlantic Paranor-
mal Society), around which “Ghost Hunt-
ers” is based, Mr. Tango has been with the
show since 2005. What began as an “inves-
tigator-in-training” position led to an inves-
tigator title and his leadership role on “Acad-
emy,” where he trains young cadets.

“Ghost Hunters Academy,” which ap-
pears on Wednesdays at 10 p.m. on the Syfy
channel, is a spin-off of “Ghost Hunters,”
the paranormal reality-TV series that draws
about three million viewers weekly.

Regardless of his personal accomplish-
ments related to “Ghost Hunters,” he said
real success is judged by the awareness he
raises for sufferers of Tourette’s. Mr. Tango,
along with his father, Bruce, a former Eliza-
beth police officer, will do just that this
weekend, appearing at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield this Sunday to benefit the New
Jersey Center for Tourette Syndrome.

Featuring performances by comedian
Kevin Meaney and others, Mr. Tango will
appear with Ghost Hunter pals Steve
Gonsalves, Dustin Pari and Joe Chin.

While taking a break from an investiga-

tion at “Ripley’s Believe It or Not” museum
in St. Augustine, Fla., Mr. Tango sat down
to discuss the paranormal, his new leader-
ship duties and growing up with Tourette
syndrome.

How did a New Jersey magician get on
a hit show, and get his own?

I had my own group in Jersey, and we
contacted TAPS because we had a place
with potential. They came and let me and a
friend be a guest on an episode … Two
weeks later, I got a call, and they asked if I
wanted to give it a trial run. I haven’t messed
up since then, I guess!

You’re still on the main show, but less
so. How’s the double duty?

I miss being with Jay and Grant and all
them. It’s been a while since we’ve been
with them. They’ve gone to places that
make me really jealous … in Jersey, and I
can’t mention where, but when I found out,
I was like, “You guys are going there?”

How do you deal with those who dis-
miss the paranormal?

I think the only way for someone to see
for themselves is to be there in a haunted
spot and actually witness something … But
there will still be people so headstrong that
even if they see a ghost, and it talks to them,
they’re not going to believe it.

How does that relate to growing up
with Tourette syndrome?

It was rough growing up with it. A lot of
people didn’t understand it, including teach-
ers. I was never picked on when I was a kid
… even the bullies liked me. Teachers were

the ones who weren’t educated or know
anything about it. They’d ask, “Why are
you doing that?” and I’d be like, “Well, I
can’t help it.”

How’d you cope with that?
I’d have to get out of my seat and walk the

halls because I’d tic a lot. I’d have to move
and couldn’t be in one spot for a long period
of time. I would get embarrassed because
they’d just shout out with, “What are you
doing? You’re weird.”

How did that lead to your father be-
ginning the benefit?

He saw it was hard for me growing up. It
really touched him. He loves doing this
because he knows at some point we will
find a cure. We keep getting closer. It’s
tough to deal with, always moving around,
but it will be good to see people supporting
this cause.

Now that you’re the teacher, you’ve
disciplined cadets. Who’s good cop and
bad between you and Steve?

It switches. There are times on the show
where I get kind of angry … Safety issues
are areas I was getting mad about. Besides,
if you want to be part of our group, then you
need to step up. I had to. I was a young kid
and got into this whole thing with “Ghost
Hunters,” and they hammered me, too.

Do you ever think of yourself as a
parent?

In a weird, weird way. We’ll catch our-
selves saying, “Oh, the kids …” The kids?
These guys are almost my age.

How is it inside of the R.V.? Anything
you like to have on hand?

I love peanut butter. I’m a simple man;
just jars of peanut butter and spoons.

The Third Annual Dinner and Show to
benefit New Jersey Center for Tourette
Syndrome will be held on November 29 at
12:30 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El, located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield. Tickets
are $75 and can be purchased at
idealeventmanage.com/tourette, or by call-
ing Michael Kenny at (908) 232-6770, ex-
tension no. 129, or Marc Tetlow at (413)
478-3642.

Courtesy of Syfy/NBC Universal
Steve Gonsalves, left, and Dave Tango


