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Cougar V’ball Girls Had Fine
Season With Tough Schedule

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Young Cranford Cougars Improved as Football Season Progressed
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

work to get better.”
An understandable loss to unde-

feated, top-20 ranked Summit fol-
lowed, but the Cougars began to click
with a 20-13 victory over Delaware
Valley on October 23. After a com-
petitive 37-20 loss to Governor
Livingston the next week, the angry
Cougars demolished Voorhees, 49-
28, on their own turf in Glen Gardner
on November 7. The Cougars added
another high note, ending their sea-
son with a 42-14, triumph over the
visiting Ramblers of Carteret on No-
vember 13.

“It’s promising for next year. I
thought that we played good football

most of the year, but there were times
when we made mistakes,” coach
Rosenmeier emphasized. “We made
mistakes that contributed to what the
other teams did. I thought offensively
we were good most of the year, but in
our six losses, we had 19 turnovers.
In our four wins, we only had four
turnovers. We averaged 70 yards in
penalties in our losses. In our wins,
we averaged only 15 yards in penal-
ties. If we didn’t make those, we got
three more wins.”

Junior quarterback Joey Papandrea
led the team with 640 rushing yards
and 12 touchdowns on 115 carries.
He also completed 13 of 38 pass

attempts for 196 yards, including two
touchdowns and two interceptions.
Keim, who had 17 yards rushing on
five carries, completed 33 of 81 at-
tempts for 434 yards, which included
two touchdowns and four intercep-
tions. Trotter carried 73 times for 572
yards, including five touchdowns, and
added 18 receptions for 239 yards,
including two more touchdowns. Jun-
ior running back Tyrone Avent
rumbled 438 yards on 63 carries,
which included three touchdowns.

Senior running back Kendall Grier
had 44 carries for 363 yards and four
touchdowns. He also had a 21-yard
reception. Senior wide receiver Will
Green, who carried twice for seven
yards, led the team with 19 receptions
for 251 yards, which included a pair of
touchdowns. Sophomore running back
J.P. Christiano had 33 carries for 172
yards, including a touchdown. Junior
wide receiver Justin Van Ostenbridge,
who had two receptions for 14 yards,
carried 13 times for 85 yards. Junior

wide receiver Kasim Lewis had six
receptions for 87 yards, and junior
running back J. T. Vicci had 73 rushing
yards on only seven carries. Sopho-
more running backs Chris Witwick
had five carries for 42 yards and An-
thony DaSilva carried twice for 11
yards. Junior wide receivers Anthony
Petrokowski had two receptions for
seven yards and Bryan Fitzsimmons
had a one-yard reception.

At defensive back, Van Ostenbridge
led the team with 57 tackles. He also
recovered two fumbles, caused one
and had an interception. Sophomore
linebacker Michael Klimek had 50
tackles and caused a fumble, but he
led the team in sacks with seven.
Linebackers Vicci, DeSilva and Green
had 50, 42 and 36 tackles, respec-
tively. Linebackers Lewis (sack,
fumble recovery, fumble caused) and
senior Alex Bartley (2 sacks, inter-
ception) had 35 and 31 tackles, re-
spectively. Defensive backs
Fitzsimmons (2 sacks, fumble caused)

and Trotter (2 interceptions) had 27
and 22 tackles, respectively. Junior
defensive lineman Adam Smith had
12 tackles and caused a fumble.
Christiano made 11 tackles and caused
a fumble, while Witwick and senior
lineman Joe Brady had nine tackles
each. Senior linemen Errol Petgrave
and Julian Campo each had a fumble
recovery and Papandrea had an inter-
ception.

The Cougars have a wealth of tal-
ented players returning, especially in

what is known as the skill positions,
so the outlook for next year could be
quite promising.

“These are kids, who do have a lot
of experience now, and I hope they
can get some success early.” Coach
Rosenmeier said. “We have nine guys
back on defense and we have six
guys back on offense, including all
of our skill position players, other
than Will Green. We are expecting
big things on both sides of the ball
from those guys.”
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Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game, then in the
NJSIAA Group 2 tournament, the
Cougar girls ripped Manchester Re-
gional, 25-10, 25-16, in the second
round on November 6 for their final
win of the season.

Coach Diaz was quite impressed
with her team’s overall performances.
“All four in-season tournaments
brought playoff bids. We made it to
the UCT finals [and] six out of [our]
eight losses were to Top 10 state
teams,” she noted

Senior team captains Meghan
Bartsch (setter), Irwin (libero) and
Kristen Rupp (outside hitter) received
All-UC and All-Mountain Valley Con-
ference First Team recognition, and
junior outside hitter Alex Bizub re-
ceived All-UC Second Team and All-
Conference Honorable Mention rec-
ognition.

Bartsch led the team with 327 as-
sists, service points and aces with 174
and 78, respectively, and blocks with
22. She also notched 135 kills and
added 16 digs. Rupp led the team
with 165 kills and recorded 111 ser-
vice points with 40 aces, 41 digs and
three blocks. Irwin led the team with

108 digs, while recording 150 service
points with 51 aces. Bizub notched
98 kills, 93 service points with 20
aces, 42 digs and two blocks.

“These girls did an outstanding job
making sure our goals were met. They
brought experience, leadership and
confidence to the table,” coach Diaz
added.

Sarah Barry was second on the
team in assists with 126 and second in
service points with 144, while re-
cording 49 aces. Senior middle hitter
Emma Hansen had 70 service points
with 25 aces, 23 kills and nine blocks.
Senior middle hitter Julie DeBella
had 14 kills and 11 blocks. Junior
middle hitter Katie Knorr notched 56
kills, was second on the team with 21
blocks, and added 37 service points
with 16 aces. Junior right side hitter
Alexis Inselberg notched 59 kills and
two blocks.

Coach Diaz was also quite
impre4ssed with her coaching staff:
Varsity Assistant Coach Chris
Bagniewski, JV Coach Stacie Boff
and Freshman Coach Jessica Kaiser.

“We could not have accomplished
so much without them,” Coach Diaz
said.

David B. Corbin (September 12 opening game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING OUT HIS OFFENSIVE LINE…Cougar quarterback Chris Keim looks to see if his team is aligned properly
before he calls for the snap in the season opener against Scotch Plains-Fanwood. The Raiders held on to grab a 26-24 victory.

David B. Corbin (September 12 opening game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON THEIR DIFFICULT SKILLS…The Cranford Cougar cheerleaders work on their difficult skills before the
season-opening game with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School football team on the new turf field at Memorial Field.

David B. Corbin (September 12 opening game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PART OF THE SCHOOL SPIRIT…The Cranford Cougar mascot helps to
arouse school spirit before the opening game with Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
Memorial Field.


