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Soccer Blue Devils Shut Out
Morris Knolls in Semis, 1-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Lenape Nips Blue Devils, 1-0, for Group 4 Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SZCZUKA, PANNURI PLACED SECOND IN COUNTIES

Raiders Took Step Forward
In Girls Tennis to Finish, 13-7

Katherine Grayeski in the fifth-place
consolation match. Douglas and
Sullivan finished with a 9-8 record.

Second doubles players Alyssa
Leyden and Isabel Lopez finished
with a 10-6 record and placed fifth in
the UCT after defeating Cranford
Cougars Lori Joseph and Taylor
Rattray, 6-1, 6-1.

“This was a very exciting season,”
coach Wasserman said. “We reached
the semifinals of the sectionals in the
state tournament, which hasn’t hap-
pened in years. The girls really raised
their level of play this season.
Aleksandra Szczuka led the team by
posting a 21-5 record for the season,
while the freshmen starters of Alex
Sullivan and Alyssa Leyden showed
a lot of maturity this season. I am
looking forward to a great season
next year.”

Next year, Reiman and Lopez, who
have been selected team captains, will
lead the Raider girls.

“We are going to miss Aleksandra,
Neha and Lyndsey, our senior cap-
tains,” coach Wasserman said, “But
as with every year, we lose a few great
girls. We have a lot of girls in the
program who need to step it up.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Competition has been more intense
and the numbers have been much
larger for this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls tennis
team, and those two factors worked
to the Raiders’ benefit. With five re-
turning starters, the Raiders made
waves in the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) by placing third in the
team totals, qualified for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment for the second straight year,
were ranked eighth in Group 3 and
finished with a 13-7 record.

With 32 girls vying for varsity and
JV positions at the beginning of the
season, second year Raider Head
Coach Gary Wasserman, in his own
words, said he “decided not to cut
anybody because I am looking to
build the program, not deplete the
program.”

At the UCT this season, the Raider
girls, who placed fifth in 2008, had a
total of 46 behind second-place Kent
Place with 72 points and the first-
place Westfield Blue Devils, who to-
taled 96 points.

Senior Tri-Captain and four-year

varsity starter Aleksandra Szczuka,
who placed fifth in the UCT last year
at first singles, faced Blue Devil fresh-
man phenom Lexi Borr in the first
singles title match this season and
finished second. Szczuka, who fin-
ished with a 21-5 record, was named
First Team All-Conference and Sec-
ond Team All-Group 3.

Junior Christina Reiman was quite
a pleasant surprise this season. Last
year, Reiman was half of a second
doubles pair that placed fifth in the
UCT. This season, she took over the
second singles position and claimed
fifth in the UCT after a 6-1, 6-3 vic-
tory over Jessica Porcelli of Oak
Knoll. She finished this season with a
14-6 record.

Senior Tri-Captain Neha Pannuri,
who placed third in the UCT at third
singles last year, jumped up another
notch at the same position to place
second after falling to Westfield’s
Debbie Wu in the championship match.
Pannuri finished with a 16-6 record.

Senior Tri-Captain Lyndsey Dou-
glas teamed with Alex Sullivan to
place sixth in the UCT after dropping
a very tough, 6-4, 2-6, 6-1, battle to
Summit’s Chelsea Nyman and
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The strong defensive and midfield
play of Becca Kape, Grace
MacKenzie and Julia Spiridgliozzi,
who played with stitches around her
right eye, kept the Indians’ offense in
check, while Katie Esler’s long throw-
ins made it very difficult for the
Lenape defense.

The most impressive offensive set
up came eight minutes into the second
half. Blue Devil Katie Ponce made
one of her patented breakaways down
the left sideline and crossed to Amanda

Markowski in the box. Markowski
skid the ball to her right to Hannah
Kronick, who in turn tapped it back.
Markowski ripped a shot but the In-
dian goalie made the save.

“Ponce coming down the side! I
thought that was it. Amanda took a
great shot,” Kronick said.

“I thought I could [score],”
Markowski said. “It’s something that I
will look back on and regret. It would
have been great to have this win.”

With 28 minutes remaining in regu-

lation, Martina Landeka ripped a
wicked free kick from 24 yards out on
the right side. Thirteen minutes later,
Sam Costello lined a shot just over
the crossbar, but, with six minutes
remaining in regulation, Kronick
nearly found the mark with a sharp
shot from 18 yards away that just
missed to the right.

“Second half, we came out like we
wanted it. Our hearts, we left on the
field. We had a great season. 21-1-3!
I am not upset about the loss. We did
what we could,” Markowski said.

“We knew after the first half, that we
weren’t playing our best. We were a
little nervous, I think. Second half we
just pounded them as hard as we could,”
Kronick said. “It was frustrating.”

“They had a really deep sweeper,”
coach Schmidt said. “They only let
up five goals and we only let up our
fourth goal all year. We knew it was
going to be a tight one. If we could get
one, we knew we had a good chance
of winning.”

“All year, our offense had to pre-
pare for the defense. Pressure, pres-
sure, pressure! In the second half, we
came out and did that. I guess it didn’t
come our way,” Markowski added.

“All in all, I think this was the
hardest competition we have played
this year,” Kronick said. “The de-
fenders were battling us. They were
one of the more physical teams. Sec-
ond half we were just pounding them
as much as we could to get them on
their heels. It was a great season.”

“The girls wanted to win. That says
a lot,” coach Schmidt said. “We train
hard. There is nothing wrong with
hard work. There is nothing wrong
with wanting to be a champion.”
Lenape 0 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0 0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING HER HEAD ON THE BALL…Blue Devil Hannah Kronick, No. 13, watches teammate Meg Freundenheim, No.
17, put her head on the ball in the battle for possession against Lenape at the Group 4 Championship at The College of New
Jersey in Ewing on November 21.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE STEP CLOSER TO THE GROUP 4 TITLE…The Blue Devil girls soccer team pose after defeating Morris Knolls, 1-
0, in the Group 4 semifinals held in Warren on November 17.

off one shot each.
“Our girls were ready to play, obvi-

ously. We scored quickly and could
have had another one within five min-
utes of that goal,” coach Schmidt said
at halftime. “Ponce just missed one in
the back door. We started off well
possessing the ball, knew that they
kind of banged it up to their speed
forwards, but as the half got on, we
got a little tired and away from our
game plan. We’re hoping to start off
with some more possessions in the
second half again.”

In the second half, Westfield an-
ticipated the Eagle push and thwarted
any serious penetration. They con-
trolled the game and had the better
play. Devil nerves were rattled a bit
when defender Julia Spiridigliozzi
went down and out of the game with
a head injury. Anne Maguire got the
call and restored confidence with a
masterful defensive showing.

“I don’t consider it all my game
and I can’t take the credit for this at all
because my defense played so, so
well. Unbelievable!” Brody said.
“Come on! Getting five shots in one
game; that’s like the most I have
gotten all year. We worked incredibly
hard since August. We knew what we
had to do; mark and not let them tee
off. We worked on the throw-ins be-
cause that was their threat and we
stopped them. State finals! Fantastic!
We deserve to be there.”

“Our defense played such a good
game. We noticed that when they got
the ball, they blew it towards their
forwards, so we controlled, played
ball to feet and kicked it on the ground
as planned. We were able to do that
and it helped us throughout the entire
game. It’s one of the best games we
ever played,” said junior Kronick.
Morris Knolls 0 0 0
Westfield 1 0 1

WILLIAMSTOWN, MA – Will-
iams College senior women’s soccer
goalkeeper Lauren Sinnenberg of
Westfield, has been named to the 2009
ESPN The Magazine Academic All-
America College Division First Team,
which consists of all NCAA Division
II and III member institutions.

Recently Sinnenberg was named
to the District I All-Academic First
Team for the second consecutive year

and then voted by the members of the
College Sports Information Direc-
tors of America to national First Team
honors.

At the time of the voting,
Sinnenberg, an All-American selec-
tion by the National Soccer Coaches
Association of America in 2008, al-
lowed two goals in 15 appearances
for the undefeated Ephs (15-0). Her
career record at the time was 41-2-1

and she had played in 31 shutouts in
her career.

Sinnenberg, a biology major, has
earned Dean’s List honors (mini-
mum GPA of 3.5) five of her six
semesters. She is the first female
soccer player from Williams to earn
First Team honors and only the sec-
ond Eph women’s soccer player to
earn Academic All-America recog-
nition since 1993.

Lauren Sinnenberg Named ESPN The Magazine All-America


