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Food Drive to Commence
At Library on December 1

WESTFIELD – From December
1 to December 18, the Westfield
Memorial Library will participate
in a food drive sponsored by the
Union County Public Libraries.
Donations of non-perishable food
items will benefit the New Jersey
Community Food Bank and other
local food pantries.

A collection bin will be located in
the front lobby of the library. Library
staff will then route 100 percent of the
donations to designated food banks.

Donations will benefit such seg-
ments of the population as low-in-
come families, struggling single par-
ents, senior citizens on fixed incomes
and the unemployed. The New Jersey
Community Food Bank assists by
supplying food to more than 1,500
non-profit charities in 19 counties,
including soup kitchens, food pan-
tries, shelters, local food banks, after
school programs and senior centers.

Groceries most urgently needed
are canned meat and fish, canned
soups and stews, peanut butter (in
plastic jars), boxed pasta and rice,
powdered milk, infant formula and
canned vegetables and fruits.

Donations will be accepted any-
time the library is open. Library hours
are Monday through Thursday from
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Fridays and
Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m.

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
For more information, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, or the
Union County Public Libraries’
website, luccnj.org.

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

R.A.

– Obituaries –
Richard Schaible, 50, BOE Mechanic;
Motorcycle Enthusiast and Fisherman

Richard A. Schaible, 50, of Scotch
Plains died on Wednesday, November
18, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, he was raised in
Warren and graduated from Watchung
Hills Regional High School in 1977.
He resided in Scotch Plains since
1982.

Richard was employed as a me-
chanic with the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education for the
past six years. Earlier, he had worked
for KEB Delivery Service.

He was an avid fisherman and a
motorcycle enthusiast.

Surviving are his wife, Lisa Brunner
Schaible; his children, Matthew and
Sarah; his parents, John and Irene; his

Mildred McCloskey, 86, Active Locally;
Was Longtime Secretary at SPFHS

Mildred McCloskey

Mildred McCloskey, 86, of
Woodbridge, Va. died on Monday,
November 16, 2009, at Potomac Hos-
pital in Woodbridge.

She was born on April
12, 1923 to Laura and
John Schmidt. Raised in
Newark, N.J., she gradu-
ated from the public high
school in 1941.

Moving to Scotch
Plains in 1952, she
worked for Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School as
a secretary for 48 years.
She retired in 2005 at the
age of 81. Mildred enjoyed many
friends and was active in clubs through
the years.

She is survived by her children,
Diane Geiger of Princeton, N.J., Eu-
gene D. McCloskey of Navato, Ca-
lif., Laura Lee Reese of Springfield,
Va., Peggy Appezzato of Davis, Ca-
lif. and John McCloskey of Newtown,
Pa.; her grandchildren, Michael Gei-
ger, Kathy Geiger, Cheryl Thoms,
Jeffrey Reese, Michael Appezzato,

Nicole Appezzato, Lindsey
Appezzato, Morgan Appezzato, Ryan
McCloskey and Kelly McCloskey,

and her great-grandson,
Lliam Jeffrey Reese.

A Mass of Christian
Burial was offered on
Saturday, November 21,
at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Arrangements were
under the direction of the

Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 Westfield
Avenue in Scotch Plains.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    
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(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 
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Miller-Cory to Present
‘Gingerbread Sunday’
WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory

House Museum, located at 614 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield, will offer
“Gingerbread Sunday” from 1:30 to
4 p.m. this Sunday, December 6.

Throughout the afternoon, chil-
dren will hear stories about the Gin-
gerbread Man, learn all about gin-
gerroot and make a gingerbread
house to take home.

 Light refreshments will be served.
Reservations are required for this
program and must be requested by
noon on Friday, December 4. Spaces
are limited. To register, call the mu-
seum office weekdays between 9
a.m. and noon at (908) 232-1776.
The fee is $4 per child. Adults may
attend for free.

 Visitors also will have an oppor-
tunity that day to browse through the
museum gift shop, which contains a
variety of Colonial reproductions,
books, toys and crafts.

The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.org and its e-mail
address is
millercorymuseum@gmail.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Society Luncheon to Feature
Story of Local Fighter Pilot
WESTFIELD – “I was a World

War II Fighter Pilot in China” will be
the recorded story by Everson Pearsall
at the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will take place at noon on
December 2 at Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Mr. Pearsall, who has serious
health problems and is not well
enough to attend the luncheon him-
self, made a recording at his home
describing how he became a fighter

pilot and eventually ended up in the
23rd Fighter Group of the 14th Air
Force in China.

His path to become a pilot was not
an easy one. When World War II broke
out and he tried to enlist in the United
States Air Corps, the medics discov-
ered a heart murmur and rejected him.
The end result was that the murmur
would be an obstacle everywhere he
went. He was finally drafted into the
Army and sent to Fort Dix.

Mr. Pearsall will tell how, in spite of
his heart murmur, he slowly attained
his pilot’s wings through much persis-
tence and a bit of luck. He also will
discuss his flight training in the United
States; his 53-day delay in India be-
fore joining his squadron in China;
why he was given the code name of
“Vitamin;” the 14th Air Force’s re-
placement of the Flying Tigers and the
differences between the two groups;
an unusual sight above the clouds;
some of his 81 missions; the advan-
tages and capabilities of the two types
of planes he used, the Curtiss P-40 and
the North American P-51, and finally,
his decision to come home.

After returning home, Mr. Pearsall
joined his father in the real estate and
insurance firm of Pearsall and
Frankenbach. An avid golfer, he is a
former president of Echo Lake Coun-
try Club. He currently is president of
the board of trustees of Fairview Cem-
etery and a member of the Westfield
Historical Society.

On June 3 of this year, the Pearsall
family, spanning several generations,
was among the first class to be se-
lected by the Westfield Historical So-
ciety Selection Committee to be in-
ducted into the Westfield Hall of Fame.

All those wishing to attend the lun-
cheon are asked to make a reservation
by calling (908) 233-2930 by noon on
Monday, November 30. The cost of the
luncheon is $18, including gratuity.

Thrift Shop to Begin
Christmas Boutique

SCOTCH PLAINS – The annual
Christmas Boutique that takes place
at the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League Thrift Shop will begin
on Tuesday, December 1, at 10 a.m.

Boxes of items suitable for gift
giving have been reserved for this
special sale. Brand new merchandise,
most in original packaging, will be
available. The shop is located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.

Among many featured items will
be men’s and women’s wallets, deco-
rative serving dishes, holiday jew-
elry, stationery, travel games, picture
frames, novelty items and glassware.

The sale will continue throughout
the month while supplies last. The
main display table will be replen-
ished as room permits. There also
will be five free drawings for prizes,
with no purchase necessary to win.

The shop is open Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday from 10 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. and Friday and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more
information or directions, call the shop
at (908) 322-5420 during business
hours. Free parking is available be-
hind the shop and on the street.

 
Redeemer Lutheran School in Westfield 

229 Cowperthwaite Place               908-232-1592 
around the corner from the Clark St. Westfield “Y” 

 
 

 

Tuesday, December 1 
 

Come see our classes in action from 11 a.m. – NOON 
Or, come at 7 p.m. and get a tour and materials. 
Those who attend will be eligible for a discount. 

Redeemer is registering children for these programs: 
� 2 ½ year-old morning program:  2-day and 3-day (Fall 2010) 
 

� 3 and 4 yr.-old morning programs with optional Lunch Bunch and 
enrichment programs   � Extended 1/2-day Kindergarten & full-day 
(Fall  2010)  Kindergarten  � Wrap-around care open to all on a drop-in 
basis from 7:30 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.   � Grades 1-6:  small classes  

 

In addition, Redeemer offers: 
� Licensed and accredited programs  � Art, Music, Spanish, Computers, 
Phys. Ed., Swimming, Science Lab, Study Skills, Character Ed. � Beautiful air-
conditioned facility  � Afterschool clubs and instrumental music lessons 
through NJWA  � Financial assistance  

Poppyfields Home
STORE CLOSING

30-50% OFF STORE WIDE!
Thank you to our loyal customers

for 12 years of business!
Lori & Marlene will continue in-home

consultations with 20% off special orders on
all window treatments, furniture,

bedding & accessories.
116 Elm Street  908.518.9495

Tues-Sat 10-5pm

Poppyfieldshome@yahoo.com

brothers, John, Russell and James,
and his sister, Diane Rosamilia.

The funeral took place on Saturday,
November 21, from the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. A Funeral Mass followed at
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains. Cre-
mation was private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Scholarship Foundation, in
memory of Richard Schaible, P.O.
Box 123, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Shirley L. Lauer, 92
Shirley L. Lauer (née Bailey), 92,

of Westfield died on Thursday, Oc-
tober 29, 2009.

Born in Middletown, Conn., she
was raised in Union before moving
to Westfield 69 years ago.

She had been a dental assistant
for her brother, Dr. H. F. Mitchem,
Jr., in Kenilworth.

Shirley was a longtime member
of the Evangel Baptist Church of
Springfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 57 years, Raymond G. Lauer;
her brother, Stetson Bailey, and her
sisters, Dr. Anne Bailey and Fern
Bailey.

Surviving are her sons, Church and
his wife, Carolyn Lauer, and John
Lauer; her brother, Dr. Foster and his
wife, Nancy Mitchem, and her grand-
son, David Lauer. Also surviving are
her nieces, Jill Rusche and Laurie and
her husband, Edward Beauchamp, and
her great-nieces and nephew, Lind-
say Rusche and Rebecca, Ashley and
Jeremy Beauchamp.

To leave the family a message of
condolence, please visit
www.bradleyfuneralhomes.com.
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Redeemer to Offer
Two New Programs

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran School in Westfield will
register students for two new pro-
grams for the 2010-2011 school year.

The new 2 ½-year-old program and
full-day kindergarten will comple-
ment Redeemer’s other early child-
hood morning and afternoon pro-
grams, including its extended morn-
ing kindergarten.

Redeemer offers busy parents many
flexible program options in addition
to its affordable wrap-around
childcare, available on a drop-in ba-
sis from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.

On Tuesday, December 1, parents
are invited to see their Pre-K through
Grade 6 classes in action at the 11
a.m. open house program. Parents
also may come for a tour that evening
at 7 p.m. Discounts will be available
for those who attend the open house.
For more information, call the school
at (908) 232-1592.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Poppyfields Closing Its Doors After 12 Years
WESTFIELD – Lori Kowalski and

Marlene Perez-Santalla, owners of
Poppyfields at 116 Elm Street, have
announced the closing of their store
after 12 years of
business in down-
town Westfield.

“It is with much
sadness that we
opted not to renew
the lease on the
store. We have nu-
merous special
memories of our
many loyal cus-
tomers over the
years who we will
miss seeing on a
weekly basis. We have decided to con-
tinue with our decorating business out
of a local office in town, providing
bedding, furniture, custom window
treatments and more, with our signa-
ture in home customer service,” the
owners said in a statement.

Poppyfields opened in March 1998
in a small location on Elm Street as a
children’s specialty furniture, bedding
and gift store, and quickly grew into a

larger location. In February 2000,
Poppyfields moved to its current loca-
tion and expanded into adult bedding
and furnishings.

“It’s been won-
derful to own a store
in town that was so
loved and well-re-
ceived by many.
We’ve worked with
clients from many
towns near and far...
remembering such
celebrities as Kelly
Ripa and Jason Kidd
designing their
children’s rooms is
a fond memory,” the

owners said.
Poppyfields will be open through the

holidays, Tuesdays through Saturdays,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., with storewide
savings starting immediately. Special
order merchandise, including window
treatments, furniture, bedding and more,
will be 20 percent off. We look forward
to continuing to decorate with you!

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Library Schedules
Holiday Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
(SPFHS) Chamber Choir for a perfor-
mance on Wednesday, December 2, at
7 p.m. in the library’s Community
Room. Led by SPFHS Choral Direc-
tor John Brzozowski, the choir will
sing two Hebrew pieces, a variety of
carols and other holiday music.

Admission is free, but pre-registra-
tion is encouraged, as space is limited.
To register, visit scotlib.org; call the
library at (908) 322-5007, extension
no. 204, or e-mail library@scotlib.org.
The Scotch Plains Public Library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue. For
further information or directions, call
(908) 322-5007.

Metro Rhythm Chorus
Plans Holiday Program

CRANFORD – The Metro Rhythm
Chorus, a member of Sweet Adelines
International, will present its holiday
show on Saturday, December 5, at 2:30
p.m. in Bates Hall of the First Presbyte-
rian Church of Cranford, located at 11
Springfield Avenue at the corner of
North Union Avenue.

Entitled “Sail-a-bration,” the show
will feature a wide range of songs,
including show tunes and Beatles se-
lections. Tickets are $15 for General
Admission and $12 for senior citi-
zens and children 10 and under. For
tickets, call (908) 638-6661 or e-mail
metrorhythm@gmail.com.

Divorce & Mediation

Estate Planning & Probate

General Practice

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. & Sat. Appointments

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney

N.J. Divorce Mediator


