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Trees at Nomahegan
Tagged for Park Visitors

CRANFORD – The majestic trees
of Union County’s Nomahegan Park
now have names, thanks to volun-
teers from the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension of Union County Master
Tree Steward Program. The volun-
teers tagged 17 trees along the park’s
loop trail with signs displaying their
common and scientific names.

“I hope people see these signs and say
‘wow, I always wanted to know the
name of this beautiful tree,’” said volun-
teer Master Tree Steward Karen Kotvas.

Trees provide important cooling
islands that help shield neighborhoods
and buildings from summer heat. They
also help improve air quality by trap-
ping dust and airborne pollutants.

“We hope that people who walk the
Nomahegan loop will gain a more
detailed picture of the rich diversity
of plant life that surrounds them,”
said Master Tree Steward and
Fanwood resident Dean Talcott, who
helped to place the signs along with
other volunteers.

Union County preserves and adds
trees through land conservation, grants
for new street trees, and support for the
Master Tree Steward program.

The trees that received ID tags are:
Littleleaf Linden, Silver Maple, Red
Maple, Swamp White Oak, Pin Oak,
Northern Red Oak, Sweetgum, Black
Cherry, Sweet Cherry, Black Locust,
American Beech, American Elm,
Horsechestnut, American Sycamore,
Eastern White Pine, White Ash, and
Black Walnut.

Master Tree Stewards have visited
4th grade classrooms throughout
Union County for more than 20 years,
teaching an hour-long program on the
science of trees. The volunteers are
certified by Rutgers University through
a free program based on tree identifi-
cation tours in New Jersey parklands.

For more information about the
Master Tree Steward program, con-
tact the Union County 4-H Agent,
James Nichnadowicz at (908) 654-
9854 or e-mail him at
jnichnadowicz@ucnj.org.

NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS…Autism Family Tours with Brianna, a non-
pofit organization based in Westfield, has announced that Roberta Chmielnik of
Fanwood and Mabel Levine of Westfield have been named board members.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Autism Family Tours Board of Directors, Ms.
Levine, Christine Gee-Lowrey, Janet Greene, Ms. Chmielnik, Adrienne
Robertiello; bottom, Claudette Bardwil and Beverly Fagan. Antonio Robertiello,
Treasurer, is not pictured.
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Food historian Judith Krall Russo discusses the 
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Daggett Seeks ELEC Probe of
‘Robo Calls’ In Gov. Race

Former independent gubernatorial
candidate Chris Daggett has asked
for a state Election Law Enforcement
Commission probe into automated
calls he claims “severely damaged
our candidacy,” according to a Star-
Ledger report.

The call closed with a disclaimer that
it was paid for by the “NJDSC, 196
West State Street, Trenton,” the address
of state Democratic headquarters.

The calls, better known as
“robocalls,” were made between No-
vember 1 and 3. The Daggett Cam-
paign said the calls violate a state
election law prohibiting party com-
mittees from making expenditures
“to support or defeat a candidate for
governor or in aid of the candidacy
of a candidate for governor in the
General Election.”

Sweeney Replaces Codey as
State Senate President

The Democratic caucus on Monday
voted in Senator Stephen Sweeney
(LD-3, Gloucester) as the new Senate
President, replacing Senator Richard
Codey (LD-27, West Orange) who has
been either president or co-president
since 2002. Assemblywoman Sheila
Oliver (LD-34, East Orange) was
elected Assembly Speaker with As-
semblyman Joseph Cryan (LD-20,
Union) named Assembly Majority
Leader.
Municipal Candidate Donations
Now Searchable on ELEC Site
For the first time, members of the

public can use the New Jersey Elec-
tion Law Enforcement Commission
website (www.elec.state.nj.us) to
search campaign donations received
by municipal candidates.

Initially, more than $5.5 million
donated to 377 different primary
fundraising committees last spring
can be analyzed electronically. More
than $11.5 million in General Elec-
tion funding will become available
early next year.

Singer Wants MD as
Next Health Commissioner

Senator Robert Singer (LD-30, Jack-
son), the ranking Republican member
of the Senate Health, Human Services
and Senior Citizens Committee, has
said Governor-Elect Chris Christie
should choose a medical doctor as the
next commissioner of the Department
of Health and Senior Services.

“As emerging threats, like the H1N1
flu, expand rapidly in the modern
world, I believe that the position re-
quires someone with a comprehensive
background in the medical sciences. It
is clear, that a medical professional is
the person best positioned to lead the
department and advise the governor in
the case of a medical crisis,” the Sena-
tor said.
Wisniewksi Expected to Replace
Cryan as Next State DEM Chair.

Assemblyman John Wisniewski
(LD-19, Sayreville) is positioned to
succeed Assemblyman Joe Cryan
(LD-20, Union Twp.), next year as
state party chairman. Mr. Cryan was
elected Assembly Majority Leader
on Monday. Mr. Cryan also serves as
undersheriff in Union County.
Bramick Likely Minority Leader
If DeCroce Joins Christie Cabinet

Published reports have stated that
Assembly Minority Leader Alex
DeCroce is on a short list to join the
cabinet of Governor-elect Chris
Christie, possibly as transportation
commissioner.Mr. DeCroce is a past
chairman of the Assembly Transpor-
tation Committee.

If that happens Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (LD-21, Westfield), who
only recently was elected as Assem-
bly Republican Conference Leader
after serving as minority whip, is in
line to become Assembly Minority
Leader. His running mate, Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-21, Westfield),
serves as Senate Minority Leader.

A Christie spokerswoman said   the
names of appointnents would not be
released until after Thanksgiving.

Lance Will Not Support Lifting Debt
Limit Without Action on Spending

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) and more
than two dozen House Republicans
have called on House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to give Congress a clean, up-
or-down vote on congressional ac-
tion that would raise the nation’s
debt ceiling.

In a response to press reports that
congressional leaders are planning
on attaching legislation to increase
the national debt ceiling to “must-
pass” legislation like the defense
spending bill to avoid a clean vote on
the issue, Mr. Lance said he has spear-
headed a letter to Speaker Pelosi op-
posing such efforts.

Twenty House Republicans signed
Mr. Lance’s letter to Speaker Pelosi
calling for a separate vote to increase
the nation’s indebtedness.

“The recent news that our nation’s
debt has for the first time topped the
$12-trillion mark should be of grave
concern to every American,” Mr.
Lance said at a Capitol Hill news
conference. “Congress can no longer
stand idly by and allow an increase in
our debt limit without a vigorous de-
bate on debt, deficits and spending.”

Mr. Lance, a member of the House
Financial Services Committee, said
he would not support an increase in the
nation’s debt ceiling without corre-
sponding action to address the

country’s long-term fiscal imbalances.
“I support bipartisan, bicameral

efforts to pass legislation creating a
special process to deal with the long-
term budget problems facing the U.S.
Government,” Mr. Lance said. “As
such, I will vote against a needed
increase in the limit the federal gov-
ernment can borrow unless Congress
creates a commission to come up
with proposals to bring the deficit
and debt under control.”

Broom Bowl Challenge
At Warinanco on Nov. 28

ROSELLE – Union County will
present the “Thanksgiving Broom
Bowl Challenge,” a combination of
the games of broomball and bowling,
at the Warinanco Ice Skating Center
on Saturday, November 28 at 3:15
p.m.

Registration begins at 3 p.m. Regu-
lar admission and skate rental fees do
not apply to this event, but there is a
$2 registration fee per participant.

There will be no public skating
during this event. Linden Lanes and
Jersey Lanes is donating supplies for
the Thanksgiving Broom Bowl Chal-
lenge.

Children four through 17 years of
age who are competing in the chal-
lenge will be divided into three age
groups. The first-place winner in each
age group will receive a prize.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located off Thompson Avenue in
Warinanco Park, located near the bor-
der of Roselle and Elizabeth. For
more information, call the Skating
Center at (908) 298-7850 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal at (908) 527-
4900.

Women’s Pol. Caucus
Hosts Annual Dinner
AREA — The Women’s Political

Caucus of New Jersey is hosting a
gala in December to showcase the
achievements of five distinguished
women and men December 1 at the
Hyatt Regency in New Brunswick..

The honorees at this year’s annual
event are R. Barbara Gitenstein, presi-
dent of the College of New Jersey;
Republican State Committeewoman
Eleanore Nissley; Gloria Soto, ex-
ecutive director of government af-
fairs at the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey; Rep.
Frank Pallone (D-6th) and Roger
Bodman, a senior partner of Public
Strategies Impact, a Trenton-based
lobbying firm.

The award dinner raises fund for the
organization’s education program and
candidate support. This year the cau-
cus endorsed 27 women in their bids to
win seats in the state Assembly.

RP Man to Lead State
Agency for Disabled

ROSELLE PARK — Borough resi-
dent Bill Smith, an employee of the
Union County Department of Human
Services, Office for the Disabled, has
been reelected President of the Board
of Directors of Advancing Opportu-
nities (formerly Cerebral Palsy of New
Jersey). The non-profit agency, is
based in Ewing.


