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LOOKING FOR A STRIKE...The annual “Thanksgiving Broom Bowl Chal-
lenge,” a combination of the games of broomball and bowling,  will take place at
the Warinanco Ice Skating Center this Saturday, November 28, at 3:15 p.m.
Registration begins at 3 p.m. Regular admission and skate rental fees do not apply
to this event, but there is a $2 registration fee per participant. There will be no
public skating during this event. Children four through 17 years of age who are
competing in the challenge will be divided into three age groups with the first-
place winner in each age group  receiving a prize. The ice skating center is located
off Thompson Avenue in Warinanco Park on the border of Roselle and Elizabeth.
For more information, call the center at (908) 298-7850 or the Union County
Department of Parks and Community Renewal at (908) 527-4900.

Scutari In Line to Lead
Sen. Judiciary Committee

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — Senator Nicholas
Scutari (LD-22, Linden) acknowl-
edged last week that it is likely he
will be named chairman of the State
Senate Judiciary Committee come
January.

Mr. Scutari,  a
former Union
County Freeholder,
currently chairs the
Senate State Gov-
ernment Committee
and previously co-
chaired the Joint
Legislative Commit-
tee on Public Em-
ployee Benefits Re-
form during a spe-
cial session of the
Legislature in the
summer of 2006.

When reached by
phone at the New Jersey League of
Municipalities Conference held at
the Atlantic City Convention Cen-
ter, Mr. Scutari said committee
chairmanships would be named by
new state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney (LD-3, West Deptford) in
January.

“It’s a terrific opportunity,” Mr.
Scutari said, should he be appointed
as the committee chairman. “I’d be

thrilled that [the Democratic major-
ity] leadership would be willing to
give me that position.”

One of the first tasks for the com-
mittee is to vote on cabinet nomina-
tions by Governor-elect Chris
Christie.

“The vetting pro-
cess is necessary for
advice and consent [to
the governor],” Mr.
Scutari said.

The senator has
chaired the Senate
State Government
Committee for the
past two years. Mr.
Scutari would replace
Senator Paul Sarlo
(LD-36, Wood-
Ridge), who is in line
to take over as chair-
man of the Senate
Budget Committee

from new Senate Majority Leader
Barbara Buono (LD-18, Edison).

In addition to cabinet nomination
for the incoming administration, Mr.
Scutari said the judiciary panel re-
views appointments of state judges
and county prosecutors, the latter
of which come up for re-appoint-
ment every five years.

Mr. Scutari has served in the State
Senate since 2004.
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Christie Names Heads to
Transition Sub-Committees
TRENTON – Governor-Elect Chris

Christie has announced the names of
leaders from the private and public
sectors who will chair 19 different
sub-committees tasked with issue
development and state appointments.

Transition Chairman David
Samson stated, “We are privileged to
have such an accomplished and re-
spected group of leaders from both
the private and public sectors head-
ing up our sub-committees on issues
and appointments. The first step to
ensuring a smooth transition is ana-
lyzing and evaluating departmental
performance and finding qualified and
innovative people to handle the work
that needs to be done. They are up to
the task.”

Members of each sub-committee
will be released next week.

Transition Sub-Committee Chairs
are: State, Lieutenant Governor –Elect
Kim Guadagno; Law and Public
Safety, Mr. Samson, a former New
Jersey Attorney General; Office of
the Governor, Peter Verniero, former
New Jersey Supreme Court judge and
former attorney general; Agriculture,
George Gilmore, Ocean County Re-
publican chairman; Authorities,
Michael DuHaime, a GOP strategist;
Banking and Insurance, Edward
Deutsch, managing partner of the law
firm of McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney
and Carpenter, LLP; Community Af-
fairs, state Senator Sandra B.
Cunningham (LD-13, Jersey City);

Economic Development and Growth,
John McCormac, Woodbridge mayor
and former state treasurer and co-
chairman Dennis Bone, president/
chief executive officer (CEO) of
Verizon New Jersey.

Also named were: Education, Su-
san Cole, president of Montclair State
University; Energy and Utilities, Bob
Martin, retired partner with Accenture,
LLP; Environmental Protection, state
Senator Marcia Karrow (LD-23,
Flemington); Gaming, Sports and
Entertainment, Jon Hanson, former
chairman of the New Jersey Sports
and Exposition Authority; Health
Care, David Knowlton, president and
CEO of the New Jersey Health Care
Quality Institute; Human Services and
Children and Families, John Bonanni,
administrator for the Morris County’s
Labor and Workforce Development
department; Debra DiLorenzo, presi-
dent/CEO of the Chamber of Com-
merce Southern New Jersey; Military
and Veterans Affairs, Colonel (Re-
tired) Mike Warner of the United States
Army; Transportation, James
Weinstein, former commissioner of
Transportation, and former NJ Tran-
sit Board chairman; Treasury, former
Rep. Michael Ferguson, chairman/
CEO of Ferguson Strategies.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Sen. Nick  Scutari

Officials Say ’09 Convention Focused
On Green Technology, Ed. Programs

By MICHAEL POLLACK, SUZETTE
STALKER AND PAUL PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — This past week, county and
municipal officials made the trek down to
Atlantic City for the annual New Jersey
State League of Municipalities (LOM) Con-
vention. More than 20,000 municipal offi-
cials, exhibitors, program participants and
guests were expected to attend the four-day
conference.

A contingent of about 15 Westfield offi-
cials, including the mayor, administrator,
current and future council members, the
chief financial officer, tax assessor, court
administrator, town planner and recreation
director, attended the LOM convention.

Speaking to The Leader/Times on his
drive back from the conference, Thursday,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky noted that while
attendance was down from previous years,
the vendor floor was still “huge” and that
“any service a town would need is repre-
sented.”

One of the most popular seminars at-
tended concerned Sustainable Jersey, a cer-
tification and incentive program for mu-
nicipalities in New Jersey that want to “go
green,” save money and take steps to sustain
their quality of life over the long term.

The mayor learned about participating
towns that incorporated a mayor’s wellness
campaign. He said in these towns, an effort
is made to get children, seniors and employ-
ees to eat and live healthier. In some munici-
palities, the town would work with its local
restaurants to make sure healthy menu op-
tions exist. The mayor also heard about
“Walks with the Mayor,” which he may
consider incorporating into his Saturday
morning office hours.

The mayor met vendors who offered the
ability to perform energy audits – “one of
the first things I’d like to do,” he said.

Mayor Skibitsky said he spoke to “quite
a few” mayors, including Scotch Plains’
Nancy Malool, Fanwood’s Colleen Mahr,
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo of Kenilworth and
Elizabeth Mayor Chris Bollwage.

“We are looking for opportunities [to
work together],” the mayor said. “[For in-
stance], does it make sense to bring in more
Union County towns to leverage our pur-
chasing power” when it comes to buying
any expensive energy-efficient items such
as solar panels or cooling systems.

Westfield Councilman-elect Keith
Loughlin, who attended the conference for
the first time, said he looked for ways that
towns can consolidate services. He said
road paving is an area in which towns
should consider sharing services. He also
believes a joint bid between area towns and
libraries for solar panels would be benefi-
cial.

Mayor Mahr and several borough coun-
cil members attended the conference, along
with Borough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern and Director of Public Works
Clinton Dicksen. Appointed earlier this year
as a member of the Governor’s Local Gov-
ernment Ethics Task Force, Mayor Mahr
was a panelist for a discussion on ethics and
ethics reform on the local government level.
She also attended two seminars dealing
with shared services.

Mayor Mahr said she was pleased to

learn Fanwood is “ahead of the curve” in
terms of shared services.

“We’ve put all our municipal services on
the table,” she said, explaining how bor-
ough officials are looking at all areas where
shared services may save Fanwood money.

Mayor Mahr said she found the emphasis
on “green” technology at this year’s event
informative in terms of potentially imple-
menting such options down the road. “We
just have to see what’s the right fit.”

She said the large number of vendors
who fill the convention hall during the
conference serves as a “check-and-balance”
opportunity to ensure municipalities are
getting the best services they can.

Mountainside Councilman Glen
Mortimer agreed, stating that only two firms
in the state are authorized to conduct secu-
rity backgrounds for municipal volunteers.
He said borough officials were able to meet
with a representative of a company not used
by the borough to see if Mountainside is
getting the best agreement for its money.

He said the borough was also represented
at a forum aimed at reducing sexual harass-
ment and discrimination in the work place.
Mr. Mortimer said by attending the pro-
gram, the borough receives a 4-percent
discount on its liability insurance.

New Mountainside Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said the convention floor featured
a heavy emphasis on “going-green” en-
ergy-efficient offerings such as more effi-
cient fluorescent light bulbs and ways to
reduce utility costs. He said Mountainside
is looking reduce its energy costs on its
municipal building through more efficient
windows and light bulbs, but not through
solar energy.

Union County Manager George
Devanney attended as well.

“It’s important for administrators and
governmental leaders to network, build and
maintain governmental relationships
throughout the state. I personally walked
the convention floor and also engaged in a
number of discussions with governmental
and private-sector employees,” Mr.
Devanney said.

“In particular,” he added, “I had discus-
sions regarding the impact of the state bud-
get on our counties, in light of the transition
to a new governor. I had several dialogues
centering around the emergence of green-
energy initiatives…(and) discussions over
various pilot programs the County of Union
could participate in.”

County Public Information Director
Sebastian D’Elia said the county brings its
information van to the convention as a
showcase for services and programs of-
fered by Union County. He said the county
police chief, freeholder clerk and human
services director, as well as Freeholders
Dan Sullivan and Chester Holmes, were
among those who attended.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christine
Ariemma said she found this year’s offer-
ings more beneficial for municipal offi-
cials because “they were focused more on
education” and less on socializing than in
past conventions she has attended.

She said the borough’s public works
director, police chief, borough attorney and
tax collector attended, as did Councilwoman
Kathleen Villaggio, who paid for herself.


