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POLICE BLOTTER

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIGHTING CRIME...Union County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow discusses
the capabilities and plans for the county DNA lab in Westfield during a press
conference at the facility on North Avenue last Thursday.

MAKE THEIR HOLIDAYS SPECIAL...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich
joins, picture, from left to right, Sheriff’s officers MaryBeth Gray and Kim Weber
and Sergeant Marianne Hopko during a visit to St. Clare’s Home for Children in
Elizabeth as they kick off their annual “Tree of Hope” donation drive for needy
children. The Sheriff’s Officers are seeking donations of toys and clothing to
benefit less fortunate children throughout the county this holiday season. Mon-
etary donations that would help provide additional gifts are also being sought.
Contributions may be sent to: Union County Sheriff’s Officers’ “Tree of Hope,”
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Elizabeth, N.J. 07207.person’s body, from hair and toenails

to the liver – is “an exact science.” If
preserved properly, DNA traces can
last for decades. Ms. Ghannam shared
with the media that she was able to
get a “positive” identification off a
20-year-old cigarette butt – the oldest
case she ever tested.

She said there is more awareness
than ever of the DNA field, which she
attributed to the many highly publi-
cized cases of the last two decades.

“The O.J. Simpson trial really high-
lighted that this is a field for someone
interested in science,” Ms. Ghannam
said. “Shows like ‘CSI’ bring out the
potential for a career for a young
person to think about.”

The only downfall to TV shows
like “CSI” is that “people sometimes
think we can get DNA out of a stone,”
she said with a smile.

Sergeant Joseph Koury, laboratory
director, also took the media to the
CDS section, which analyzes illegal
drugs. Though members of the media
could peek into the vault in which
illicit drugs are stored, no pictures
could be taken.
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Union County Forensic Lab

Scotch Plains
Monday, November 16, Jermane

Smallwood, 36, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, where he
was processed and released.

Tuesday, November 17, Abselem
Holston, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
on an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Thursday, November 19, Joshua
Marks, 35, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on an outstanding warrant following a
motor vehicle stop. He was transported
to police headquarters, where he was
processed and released.

Friday, November 20, a resident of
Hetfield Avenue reported that someone
left a note on her motor vehicle after
making several scratches on the hood.

Friday, November 20, a resident of
Cranford reported that someone used
her credit card to make multiple unau-
thorized purchases, totaling $150, at sev-
eral Scotch Plains stores.

Saturday, November 21, a resident of
Cooper Road reported that someone used
an unidentified object to make multiple
dents in his motor vehicle while it was
parked in the driveway.

Saturday, November 21, a resident of
Donato Circle reported that she has been
having an ongoing dispute with her neigh-
bor and that the neighbor cursed at her
and accused her of damaging his mail-
box.

Saturday, November 21, a patron of a
Park Avenue restaurant reported that
while she was attending a party at the
establishment someone removed her cell
phone valued at $200.

Sunday, November 22, Antone Will-
iams, 23, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop. He was transported to police
headquarters where he was processed
and released.

Fanwood
Wednesday, November 11, Victor

Cruz, 28, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding warrant out of Ridgefield
Borough after his motor vehicle was
found parked after hours in Forest Road
Park. He was transported to police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released.

Thursday, November 12, a resident in
the 70 block of LaGrande Avenue re-
ported that sometime between 4:15 and
7:40 p.m., someone broke a rear window
of his residence to gain entry and, once
inside, removed $4,700 worth of jew-
elry. The incident is under investigation.

Monday, November 16, James
McCann, 52, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop, at which time the officer
smelled the odor of alcohol. McCann
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Monday, November 16, a resident of
the 60 block of Madison Avenue re-
ported that someone removed his leaf
blower, valued at $80, from his unlocked
shed.

Wednesday, November 18, a patron
of a store on the 60 block of South
Avenue reported that she left her purse
on the front seat of her unlocked motor
vehicle while she ran into the store. Ac-
cording to police, while she was in the
store, someone removed her Gucci purse,
valued at $350, which contained $950 in
cash, plus bank cards, her Social Secu-
rity card and her driver’s license from
the vehicle.

Friday, November 20, Dennis
McKenzie, 50, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after police were
notified of an erratic driver on Terrill
Road. According to police, further in-
vestigation revealed McKenzie was in-
volved in a hit-and-run accident that
occurred in Linden 15 minutes prior to
the motor vehicle stop. Charges in con-
nection with the hit-and-run are pending
with the Linden Police Department, au-
thorities reported.

Saturday, November 21, Joseph
Cepparulo, 47, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with DWI after po-
lice responded to a report of a motor
vehicle striking a telephone pole on Port-
land Avenue. According to police, when
officers arrived Cepparulo had fled the
scene on foot but later returned, at which
time he was issued a field sobriety test
and subsequently arrested. He was pro-
cessed and released to his brother.

Saturday, November 21, a resident of
Chetwood Terrace reported that some-
one entered his unsecured detached ga-
rage and removed a leaf blower valued at
$100.

Sunday, November 22, Kevin
Gilmore, 27, of Staten Island, N.Y. was
arrested on an outstanding Linden war-
rant after a police officer on routine
patrol located a group of juveniles solic-
iting in the area of Poplar Place and
Klanechi Place without a permit. Ac-
cording to police, Gilmore was in charge
of the juveniles and subsequently was
arrested. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was processed
and released.

Westfield
Monday, November 16, a resident of

the 100 block of Winchester Way re-
ported the theft of a bicycle that had been
secured on the 200 block of East Broad
Street. The approximate value is $340.

Tuesday, November 17, Aimee Junno,
46, of Westfield was arrested after re-
sponding to Westfield police headquar-
ters to satisfy an outstanding Newark
traffic warrant. She was released after
posting $200 bail.

Tuesday, November 17, two male ju-
veniles were the victims of an assault
while walking on the 600 block of
Westfield Avenue. Two suspects ap-
proached the victims and struck each of
them in the head with closed fists before
fleeing the scene.

The suspects are described as one black
male teenager and one white male teen-
ager, the latter of who had two piercings
in his lower lip. The victims sustained
minor injuries and were attended to by
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel. They
did not require transport to a hospital,
police said.

Wednesday, November 18, Virginia
Bates, 23, of Roselle was arrested on a
Roselle traffic warrant in the amount of
$350 during a motor vehicle stop at West
South Avenue and Cumberland Street.
She was processed and released on her
own recognizance.

Wednesday, November 18, a male ju-

venile from Westfield was found to be in
possession of a knife on school property.
The incident occurred at Roosevelt In-
termediate School on Clark Street, where
the youngster is a student, according to
police. After receiving information that
the student was in possession of a knife,
school officials investigated and recov-
ered the knife from the pants pocket of
the juvenile.

School officials then contacted the
Westfield Police Department and the
father of the juvenile. Both police and
the parent responded to the school. The
juvenile was released to his father and
has not been charged at this time, ac-
cording to police. The matter was under
investigation by the Westfield Police
Department’s Juvenile Bureau.

Thursday, November 19, Neal D.
Monroe, 31, of Jersey City was arrested
on an outstanding Roselle Park warrant
in the amount of $500 after a motor
vehicle stop on South Avenue in Scotch
Plains. He was released after posting
bail.

Thursday, November 19, George S.
Scott, 34, of Neptune was arrested on an
outstanding Irvington warrant in the
amount of $300 after a motor vehicle
stop on the 600 block of West South
Avenue. He was released after posting
bail.

Thursday, November 19, Giovanni
Cabrera, 32, of Elizabeth was arrested
during a traffic stop in the area of West
South Avenue and Hort Street on four
outstanding criminal warrants and two
traffic warrants, all from Elizabeth, with
a total bail of $1,149. Cabrera was trans-
ported to Westfield police headquarters,
where he was processed and released on
his own recognizance by the Elizabeth
Municipal Court.

Friday, November 20, a crossing guard
found a Visa debit card in the area of
Westfield Avenue and Dorian Road. At-
tempts to notify the owner were unsuc-
cessful and the property was secured at
Westfield police headquarters for safe-
keeping.

Saturday, November 21, Robert
Simmons, Jr., 28, of East Orange was
arrested and charged with driving while
intoxicated following a motor vehicle
stop at Rahway Avenue and First Street.
Simmons subsequently was released to a
responsible adult.

Saturday, November 21, Sean R.
Donnelly, 19, of Massapequa, N.Y. was
arrested at East North Avenue and Elmer
Street. He was charged with disorderly
conduct and three counts of aggravated
assault against police officers after al-
legedly physically striking and spitting
at officers who had responded to the area
on a report of an intoxicated and disor-
derly person in a motor vehicle. Donnelly
was processed and held pending the set-
ting of bail by the municipal court judge.

Sunday, November 22, Bridget A.
Cassidy, 46, of Westfield was arrested at
West Broad Street and Scotch Plains
Avenue on contempt of court warrants
issued by the municipal courts of
Fanwood, Mount Laurel and Livingston.
She was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and released af-
ter posting $120 bail on the Fanwood
warrant and on her own recognizance on
the Mount Laurel and Livingston war-
rants.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 17, a resident of

Saddle Brook Road reported that a mo-
tor vehicle that he had borrowed from
his son-in-law was stolen from his drive-
way, where he had parked it and left it
unlocked. According to police, the ve-
hicle was later located in a neighbor’s
driveway, where it had apparently rolled
after being left in neutral.

Tuesday, November 17, David P.
Ranaldo, 39, of Westfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Moun-
tain Avenue on an outstanding warrant
out of New Providence in the amount of
$175. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, November 18, Patricia
A. Blands, 45, of Union was arrested and
charged with aggravated assault, pos-
session of weapons for an unlawful pur-
pose, reckless driving and careless driv-
ing after an incident that occurred at a
Route 22 gas station. According to po-
lice, Blands had pulled into the gas sta-
tion to avoid traffic due to construction
on Route 22, and the attendant blocked
her vehicle from cutting through the sta-
tion and told her to back up and reenter
Route 22, as the station is not a cut
through.

The suspect then got into a verbal
dispute with the victim, telling him that
she was late for her appointment at a
weight loss clinic, and told the victim to
get out of her way as he had positioned
himself in front of her Ford Explorer,
police reported. Blands then accelerated
her vehicle, striking the attendant and
knocking him down, and then attempted
to back up her vehicle and go around the
victim, who was lying on the ground.
However, witnesses blocked her from
doing so until police arrived, authorities
said.

According to police, the suspect told
the officers that she had pulled into the
station to ask directions and the atten-
dant had begun to yell at her and bang on
the hood of her vehicle, and while she
was attempting to get away from him she
accidentally bumped into him, knocking
him down. Witnesses disagreed with the
suspect’s version of events and Blands
was arrested and transported to police
headquarters.

Saturday, November 21, a resident
reported that someone used her credit
card to make $947.87 worth of pur-
chases on iTunes without her authoriza-
tion. According to police, her e-mail was
hacked into several months ago and her
personal information might have been
stolen at this time.

Saturday, November 21, Luis Tomin-
Ortega, 27, of Elizabeth was arrested for
allegedly driving with a suspended li-
cense after a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. He was processed and released.

Sunday, November 22, a resident of
Kings Court reported that an individual
she met on an online dating site has been
continually calling her and came to her
residence without being invited and re-
peatedly rang her doorbell and knocked
on her door and then left.

Monday, November 23, a manager at
a Route 22 nursing home reported that
someone pried open the door to the main
office and removed $789.89 from a safe.
The burglary is under investigation, po-
lice said.

Scotch Plains to Hold
HUD Grant Hearing
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch Plains

Mayor Nancy Malool has announced a
public hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXVI
Year funding, on Tuesday, December 8,
at 7:30 p.m. in Room 202 of the municipal
building at 430 Park Avenue.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our own
citizens feel the county allocation should
be spent,” Mayor Malool said.

Scotch Plains has benefited from Com-
munity Development funds since 1975,
amounting to over $3,750,000. It is ex-
pected that approximately $6 million will
be available to Union County for Com-
munity Development Block Grant
XXXVI Year funding.

The hearing will be chaired by Joseph
Duff and Philip Schick, official delegates
to the Revenue Sharing Committee. Nine-
teen towns in Union County are involved,
and all projects must have a two-thirds
majority of the total committee member-
ship approval in order to become reality.

Applications for projects will be avail-
able at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing and include complete instructions con-
cerning project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19
member municipalities include: housing
rehabilitation, neighborhood preservation,
code enforcement, senior citizens facili-
ties, child care facilities and various so-
cial service programs.

Once the appeal process stops in a
case, and after adjudication, Sgt.
Koury said evidence is destroyed.
The lab is preparing for a large de-
struction of evidence. He said it is his
responsibility to witness the items
being thrown into a hopper and
burned.

The sergeant took the media con-
tingent to the CDS laboratory, where
Rich Costa, lab tech supervisor, ex-
plained to The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
the benefit of the GC-MS machine,
which combines a gas chromatograph
and a mass spectrometer.

The GC-MS performs a “specific
test” and leads to positive identifica-
tion of the presence of a particle, he
said. Showing The Leader/ Times how
the GC-MS works, Mr. Costa said it
is a two-part process. In the first part,
the gas chromatograph separates the
samples. For example, the machine
has the ability to break apart cocaine
and caffeine; next, the mass spec-
trometer breaks the particles down to
their molecular structure.

“It gives you a fingerprint of a
drug,” Mr. Costa said, printing and
holding a breakdown of cocaine,
showing its molecular weight. “It’s
always consistent. The pattern is al-
ways the same [no matter what form
of cocaine is being analyzed].”

At present, the lab handles strictly
Union County cases. If another county
prosecutor is in need, the facility will
assist, but it only does so in the case
of an emergency. Typically, DNA
cases can be finalized in two to four
months at the Westfield lab; if an
emergency exists, it can be processed
in three weeks. At the state lab, DNA
cases can take up to half a year.

This year, to date, the CDS section
at the Westfield lab has received
3,141 submissions (up from 2,980
through this time last year). Turn-
around time in the CDS section is
approximately one week for analy-
sis and report.

Although the laboratory is a com-
ponent of the prosecutor’s office, it is
autonomous.

“We (at the prosecutor’s office)
don’t know the results until we’re
told,” Mr. Romankow said.

It takes an annual budget of $1.1
million to operate the facility, which
features eight lab employees, one law-
enforcement officer and four clerical
staff members.

“We receive no reimbursement
from the state or federal [govern-
ment]. Strictly from the county is
where we derive our income,” Mr.
Romankow said.

The lab, which does not currently
generate any revenue of its own, is
considered a “service-oriented
agency,” Sgt. Koury said.

“It’s my hope, someday, that we
will have this laboratory self-suffi-
cient,” Mr. Romankow said. “I want
to expand to add more technicians, do
work for other counties. The state has
more than enough crime to handle.”

education. For more information, con-
tact info@tewnj.org.

The Parish Community of St.
Helen, located at 1600 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield, will collect un-
wrapped Christmas gifts to be dis-
tributed to the area’s needy. Starting
on the first Sunday of Advent, No-
vember 29, baskets containing orna-
ments with the ages and clothing sizes
of recipients will be available in
church after masses on Sundays.

Westfield Firemen’s Mutual Be-
nevolent Association (F.M.B.A.) Lo-
cal 30 donates one turkey and addi-
tional food to complete each basket
given to a needy family through local
churches and civic organizations in
its annual food drive. Non-perishable
food items will be accepted at fire
headquarters, 405 North Avenue,
West, until 11 p.m. on Friday, De-
cember 4.

The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
of Scotch Plains, the mission of which
is to “provide a variety of specialized
services, at no charge, to any New
Jersey family facing the challenges of
caring for a child with cancer,” ac-
cording to its website, invites mem-
bers of the community to adopt a
pediatric cancer patient by granting a
child’s wish. For further information,
contact Barbara Kopel at (908) 322-

Oversight RVSA Panel
Gets Mixed Reaction

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Mayors of the 11 member
towns of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) received copies of a
draft RVSA 2010 budget last week. The
authority’s commissioners approved the
spending plan Monday night.

Clark Mayor Sal Bonaccorso, Rahway
Mayor James Kennedy and Woodbridge
Mayor John McCormac held a press con-
ference on October 28 to announce the
formation of a budget oversight commit-
tee. The mayors have asked that all mem-
ber towns appoint a representative to the
panel.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool,
Garwood Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
Springfield Mayor Bart Fraenkel also at-
tended the press conference.

The RVSA includes Clark, Cranford,
Garwood, Kenilworth, Mountainside,
Rahway, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Westfield and Woodbridge.

“Because RVSA board members are
not required to be financial experts, this
additional level of expertise will be in-
valuable in helping the board evaluate the
budget and performance against that bud-
get,” Mayor McCormac said in a letter
sent to the other RVSA mayors.

At the press conference, Mr. McCormac
said Woodbridge has witnessed a 117-
percent increase in its RVSA sewer rate
since 2006.

Westfield’s assessment increased from
$2.6 million in 2008 to $3.6 million this
year, while Cranford saw a $500,000 jump
in its annual assessment to $1.5 million
and Kenilworth’s share jumped $377,000
to $1.5 million. Garwood witnessed a 94-
percent increase from $671,000 in 2006
to $1.3 million in 2008.

The current $26.5-million budget saw
the authority’s debt rising from $10.3 to
$13.1 million as part of the RVSA’s waste-
water treatment facility’s $250-million,
court-ordered upgrade.

Mr. McCormac is chairing the mayors’
oversight committee. Woodbridge Busi-
ness Administrator Peter Pelessier, a
former RVSA commissioner, and Clark
Administrator John Laezza are also mem-
bers of the panel.

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
said he received the proposed RVSA bud-
get on November 17. He planned to meet
with Councilman Sal Caruana, chairman

of the Westfield Town Council Finance
Committee, and Allen Chin, the town’s
appointed representative to the RVSA, to
discuss the matter in detail.

“Once I have had the opportunity to
complete my review and my discussions
with Mr. Caruana and Mr. Chin, we’ll be
able to decide how to best proceed,” Mayor
Skibitsky said.

Garwood Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said the borough would partici-
pate in the budget review. She and Sandy
Bruns, the borough chief financial officer
and treasurer, would review the docu-
ment.

Mayor McCarthy said the borough was
“ready, willing and able to participate” in
the budget review.

“If there are any areas that maybe need
a look at, it would behoove us to look at
(those areas),” Mayor McCarthy said.

When asked if his borough would put a
representative on the panel, Mountainside
Mayor Paul Mirabelli responded, “Abso-
lutely no.”

“The (RVSA) budget has already been
approved by the (RVSA) budget commit-
tee,” Mayor Mirabelli said. “We don’t see
why there needs to be a further review by
the mayors.”

“It seems like they want to create an-
other layer of bureaucracy,” Mr. Mirabelli
said, adding that the three mayors seem to
want to “jump over their commissioners
and take [the] control of Rahway Valley
(Sewerage Authority)” away from the
commissioners appointed by the 11 may-
ors.

Joan Papen, Scotch Plains’ commis-
sioner on the RVSA and a former town-
ship mayor and council member, called
the oversight panel “an insult to the com-
missioners, many of whom are former
mayors and councilpersons.”

“We don’t have to accept this (request).
This is something these three mayors
decided to do,” Mrs. Papen said.

She said sewer authorities are on a
much tighter budget schedule than mu-
nicipalities, in that the RVSA budget must
be sent to the state’s Division of Local
Services in December before it comes
back to the RVSA for final adoption. The
adopted spending plan is due in Trenton
by January 1.

However, in his letter to mayors, Mr.
McCormac, a former state treasurer un-
der former Governor James McGreevey,
said there was no reason for such an
“expedited process” given that the Janu-
ary 1 deadline is over a month away.

RVSA Executive Director Michael
Brinker has said the budget review is
more of an effort to privatize the
authority’s operations.

In addition to the mayors’ concerns,
Assembly Republican Leader Alex
DeCroce (LD-26, Morris Plains) has ques-
tioned the amount the authority pays for
professional services. He noted that in a
study released earlier this year that ran-
domly selected vouchers obtained by his
office showed the law firm of Weiner-
Lesniak, counsel to the RVSA, had
monthly bills ranging from $2,259 to
$27,696.

Mr. DeCroce also said the authority
retained Murray, Montgomery and
O’Donnell, a Washington, D.C., lobby-
ing firm, for $10,000 per month until it
terminated the firm’s contract in August
2008, after the firm failed to get an au-
thority project funded by the U.S. Senate’s
Energy and Water Appropriations Sub-
committee. He said the authority paid the
firm $260,000 from 2006 to 2008.

He also criticized the RVSA for Christ-
mas and retirement parties held at local
catering halls including The Westwood
in Garwood and Echo Lake Country Club
in Westfield.

4324, extension no. 17, or via e-mail
at barbara@emmanuelcancer.org.

St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Church Food Pantry is accepting tur-
keys and hams to help less-fortunate
local families during the holiday sea-
son. For more information, contact
Patti Vignola at (908) 889-5514. The
parish, located at 2032 Westfield Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, also will hold
a clothing drive on Saturday, Novem-
ber 28, from 8 a.m. to noon.

The Garwood Knights of Colum-
bus is collecting canned and dry food
goods, turkeys, hams and supermar-
ket gift-card donations for delivery
this month and the next to needy
families in Garwood and the surround-
ing areas. Donations can be dropped
off through the side-door entrance
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the Knights’
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood.

St. Michael’s Church, located at 40
Alden Street in Cranford, is sponsor-
ing a St. Nicholas gift-giving shrine
in the main lobby of the church
through Sunday, December 6, after
the noon mass. Participants are asked
to take a blessed candle, available at
the shrine, purchase a gift for the
person whose name is on the label
and return the gift unwrapped to the
church.

All gifts donated will be given to
the agency listed on the candles:
Cranford Family Care, Catholic Fam-
ily Services and the Jardine Academy
for disabled children. For more infor-
mation, call the church office at (908)
276-0360.
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Local Charities Are in Need

that school officials would not hesi-
tate to contact police if it was neces-
sary.

“We intervene very proactively
because we take this very seriously,”
she said.

Ms. Hayes added that the district
provides in-service for staff about
this topic and also provides students
with guidance in the area. Any such
guidance, she said, is primarily done
in the middle schools.

Mr. Lewis suggested teaching about
cyber bullying before middle school
age.

“We will look into what’s appro-
priate to do at a younger age,” Ms.
Hayes said.

During committee reports earlier
in the meeting, Board Vice-Presi-
dent Nancy Bauer said that the Cur-
riculum Committee saw two pre-
sentations; the first was about the
work that was done on the Special
Education Curriculum Guide. Ms.
Bauer said the guide showed how
more technology opportunities
would become available. The sec-
ond presentation was about materi-
als for Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School’s Drug and Violence course,
Ms. Bauer said.

“We were impressed with the ma-
terials and we’re fortunate that we’re
getting them at no cost [through a
grant],” she said. Both the Special
Education Curriculum Guide and the
revised proficiencies for Health II
were approved later in the meeting.

Upcoming meetings for the SP-F
BOE include an open agenda meet-
ing on Thursday, December 10, and a
regular public meeting on Thursday,
December 17.
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SP-F BOE

Happy

Thanksgiving,

Everyone

tive vote.” He said all commissioners
are beholden to political input, fur-
ther stating that since they are ap-
pointed, they could find themselves
not reappointed if they are not re-
sponsive to community desires.

Maria Abram, the commissioner from
Springfield, stated that Springfield’s
mayor and council voted to appoint a
representative to the oversight commit-
tee. She described this as a “highly
political issue” and stated she would
vote to postpone the budget adoption.

Cranford RVSA Commissioner Jim
Murphy said with the combined as-
sessment of the 11 RVSA member
towns being $2.4 million less than last
year, Cranford was the only town fac-
ing an assessment increase (about
$38,000). Laughing, Mr. Sefranka sug-
gested, “Tell Cranford to flush less.”

Garwood’s new commissioner,
Stephen Greet, stated that he was in
favor of the review. He also said that he
encouraged Garwood’s mayor to make
a site visit to the RVSA plant. Respond-
ing to Mr. Greet, Mr. Sefranka com-
mented that Rahway’s mayor, James
Kennedy, and administrator, Peter
Pelissier, had served on RVSA’s board.

Richard LoForte, Kenilworth’s
commissioner, said, “I would hope
that the mayors make their recom-
mendations well in advance (of the
budget adoption).”

Allen Chin, Westfield’s commis-
sioner, restated his earlier comment
that setting up an oversight panel by
the three mayors “expresses no con-
fidence in their commissioners.” He
suggested a deadline of Thursday,
December 10, for suggestions from
the oversight committee. The date
was later moved to Wednesday, De-
cember 9, so the suggestions could be
reviewed and compiled for the De-
cember 10 commissioners finance
committee meeting and their recom-
mendations made for the Thursday,
December 17, board meeting.

Michael Brinker, RVSA’s execu-
tive director, said the budget had been
sent to towns for review a week prior
to the meeting, so the December 9
deadline would allow plenty of time.
According to RVSA Board Chair-
man Robert Luban of Woodbridge,
inquiries or suggestions had not yet
been received from any of the towns.
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