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CAN YOU NAME THAT TREE?...Dean Talcott of Fanwood, a Union County Master Tree Steward volunteer, attaches an
identification tag to a Pin Oak in Nomahegan Park to help raise public awareness of the importance of trees in the
environment.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE Hires
Architect for Solar Panels at Terrill

By JESSICA E. JASKULA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
(SP-F BOE) voted Thursday night to
authorize the architecture firm of
Faridy Veisz Fraytak to prepare plans
and specifications for a solar panel
project at Terrill Middle School.

The board also voted to submit
these plans and specifications to the
New Jersey State Department of Edu-
cation (DOE) and to modify the Long
Range Facilities Plan to include the
Terrill project. Business Administra-
tor Anthony Del Sordi said the dis-
trict would receive grant funds from
the DOE for the project.

“In total, the solar project should
pay for itself in three years,” he said.

It was also announced that the SP-
F BOE has received a letter from the
New Jersey Schools Development
Authority finalizing the Educational
Facilities Construction and Financ-
ing grant for $324,410 that will fund
the window replacement project at
Brunner Elementary School. The win-
dow project is set to begin later in the
week, Mr. Del Sordi said.

Additionally, board members voted
Thursday to award contracts to School
Outfitters in the amount of $48,484
and Valiant for $31,118 for audiovi-
sual equipment. The money will go
towards carts, LCD projectors and
Elmo projectors and will be funded
through the district’s lease purchase
technology funds, Mr. Del Sordi said.
The equipment will be used prima-

rily for students in grades 3 through
5. There will be one complete set for
every two classrooms of third, fourth
and fifth graders, Mr. Del Sordi said.

In other business, the board voted
to accept the 2008-2009 audit given
by Nisivoccia and Co., LLP along
with a corrective action plan.

The corrective action plan included
two recommendations, the first in-
volving a transfer of capital outlay
funds without the need for approval
by the Union County Superintendent
of Schools. The corrective action plan
will be implemented by regular re-
views of accounts, with Mr. Del Sordi
responsible for its implementation.

The second recommendation was
that Special Education Medicaid Ini-
tiative (SEMI) reimbursements were
not maximized in the school budget.
The approved corrective action was
that the district would implement a
corrective action plan to be imple-
mented by regular oversight and un-
der the responsibility of Director of
Special Services Thomas Beese.

Additionally, board officials ap-
proved the submission of the Quality
Single Accountability Continuum
(QSAC) District Performance Review
to the Union County Superintendent
of Schools.

During a public comment portion
of the meeting, Michael Lewis of
Fanwood said he recently attended a
program on cyber bullying and asked
about how the district deals with the
issue.

“We investigate all types of bully-
ing, cyber bullying or otherwise,” said
Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Hayes. She said it is done through the
schools efforts of intervention, but

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRECISION SCIENCE...Technicians display the precision science in use at
Union County’s DNA Lab in Westfield last week during a tour conducted by the
Union County Prosecutor’s office for the press.
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Forensic Lab Has Ability to Solve
Crimes, Match Criminal Profiles
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The “future of law
enforcement” is occurring right now
in Westfield, according to Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow.
Tucked inside the Ralph G. Froehlich
Public Safety Building on North Av-
enue lies the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office Forensic Labora-
tory, where eight lab technicians ana-
lyze the science behind criminal cases
that occur in Union County.

Last Thursday, the prosecutor’s
office invited the media inside the
laboratory to gain perspective on the
role it plays.

Back in 2002, when the
groundbreaking for the Froehlich
structure was underway, Mr.
Romankow made a request to the
freeholders that the county consider
adding a DNA element to its labora-
tory, which at that time handled serol-
ogy (the study and examination of
bodily fluids) and controlled danger-
ous substances (CDS).

“I knew, as well as other law-en-
forcement, that DNA would continue
to be the future of investigations in
the forensic field,” Mr. Romankow
said. “I pushed the county to add a
DNA lab, but the concern was the
amount of money to develop it.”

Mr. Romankow said he was “fortu-
nate” that, through the efforts of
former Rep. Mike Ferguson, $1 mil-
lion of federal grants came forward to
start the process of building the lab,
which complemented the existing se-
rological center.

Last September, the forensic lab
was accredited in the disciplines of
CDS and biology through the Ameri-
can Society of Crime Laboratory Di-
rectors (ASCLD). It remains the first
county lab in New Jersey to receive
DNA certification from ASCLD and
the second in the state, behind the
New Jersey State Police Forensic
Laboratory.

“Once you’re accredited, we can
essentially take any [nuclear] DNA
from anywhere in world, and [after
analysis by the lab experts], it would
be accepted...These are the highest
standards you can get,” Mr.
Romankow said.

Mr. Romankow said the “purpose”
of having the lab is not only to solve
crimes; in addition, it can perform
“profiling” exercises, which look to
match DNA with those in the Com-
bined DNA Index System (CODIS).

“It’s like a library,” Mr. Romankow
said of CODIS profiling. “If we get a
hit off somebody, we can determine if
that person’s DNA is in a bank (a
databank of convicted offenders).”

Over the course of the year, the
county lab has made 15 verified DNA
“hits” to convicted offenders in cases
ranging from burglary, homicide and
rape.

“We had hits on individuals in-
volved with crimes in which we would
not have had evidence otherwise,”
Mr. Romankow said.

DNA analysis, which Mr.
Romankow called “the modern-day
fingerprinting of law enforcement,”
at the lab has been used successfully
in the prosecution of Union County

crimes. This year, the lab played a
role in connecting several Union
County burglaries.

The lab successfully linked DNA
from a screwdriver’s handle, found at
a burglary scene in Clark, to a con-
victed offender who struck in Union.
This individual has now pled guilty to
three burglaries and will be sentenced
next month.

“We would not have had that op-
portunity but for that DNA analysis
through our lab,” Mr. Romankow said.

Monica Ghannam, who serves as
DNA technical leader, took the me-
dia on a tour of the biological side of
the operation.

The four-phase process of DNA
analysis begins in the examination
room, where evidence from police
departments is first opened. Gloves
are worn, and facemasks are donned
to avoid contamination. Since bio-
logical fluids can fluoresce, an alter-
nate light source in the room helps to
identify certain biological fluids such
as saliva.

After biological fluids are identi-
fied, the next step is determining to
whom they belong; this process oc-
curs in the DNA extraction room.
DNA, which is found in white blood
cells, is opened up with harsh chemi-
cals that can break through cell walls.

Throughout, Ms. Ghannam
stressed, “Being aware of contamina-
tion issues is so important. We want
to obtain a correct result and keep
scientific integrity, so nothing we
touch is leading to a false exclusion.”

Because of that, live evidence was
not being processed at the time of the
media’s arrival. The simple act of
talking could lead unintentionally to
saliva being released and damaging
evidence, Ms. Ghannam said.

Fears of contamination are so great
that the final room, to which the me-
dia had absolutely no access, is
blocked from all non-lab workers,
even the cleaning crew.

“We clean it ourselves,” Ms.
Ghannam said.

In the final room, a thermo cycler
makes copies and amplifies segments
of the DNA. Once that has concluded,
lab techs see a series of peaks on a
graph. Those peaks are labeled with
numbers, and the combination of
numbers culminates into a complete
DNA profile of a person. That profile
is then compared to others in the
CODIS databank of convicted of-
fenders, and previously unsolved
cases can be cracked.

The analysis of DNA – which, Ms.
Ghannam said, is in every cell in a
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Fanwood Christmas
Tree Lighting Set for
Sunday, December 6
FANWOOD - The annual holiday

season officially begins when Santa
Claus arrives in town on Sunday,
December 6, at 3 p.m. Everyone is
invited to meet Santa under the big
tent on the lawn in front of the North
Avenue Train Station and enjoy an
afternoon of seasonal music, holiday
crafts and refreshments — all for
free.

Children who stop by to say hello
to Santa will get a free photograph of
their visit with him. Contests will be
held with prizes for the winners. The
celebration concludes at 5 p.m. when
Mayor Colleen Mahr lights the
Fanwood Christmas Tree on the train
station lawn.

The event is sponsored by the
Fanwood Recreation Commission.
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Donations Sought to Restock Food Banks
For Families in Need During the Holidays

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – With the weakened
economy, many local residents are
still in need of food and clothing. This
holiday season, many local congre-
gations and organizations will con-
duct food, clothing and other drives
in an effort to lend a hand.

“There are approximately 30 food
pantries in the county and all urgently
need supplies,” said Union County
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella.

The Union County Department of
Human Services (UCDHS) is coordi-
nating with schools in the county to
refill the shelves of food pantries serv-
ing individuals and families in need
through its “Adopt a Food Pantry.”
Area schools adopt a food pantry and
students are encouraged to bring do-
nations to school with them, and the
county will distribute the supplies to
the food pantries. The non-perish-
able foods needed most are cereals,
infant formula, milk (canned, boxed,
or powered), juice (boxed or canned)
peanut butter, and canned or pack-
aged foods such as meat, fish, veg-
etables, macaroni and cheese, soups,
stews and chili.

“The need [for food this year] is up
30 percent in our different partnering
agencies, such as soup kitchens,” said
Anthony Guido, director of commu-
nications for The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey in Hillside. “The
need is up 67 percent from just two
years ago.”

For Thanksgiving, a total of 35
turkey drive sites donated 2,898 fro-
zen turkeys, and Westfield’s First
Union School brought in 102 tur-
keys, 1,020 pounds of food and $124.
In total, The Community Food Bank,

which assists low-income people in
18 of New Jersey’s 21 counties, re-
ceived 2,898 frozen turkeys from the
35 turkey drive sites. “Westfield was
one of nine sites to collect more than
100 turkeys,” he said.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood) is accepting do-
nations for The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey at her office
located at 1801 East Second Street in
Scotch Plains, Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The food
bank needs high-protein, non-perish-
able foods, such as peanut butter,
canned meats, fish, chili, fruits and
vegetables.

Financial donations can be made
payable to The Community Food
Bank of New Jersey and mailed to
Assemblywoman Stender, attention:
Community Food Drive, 1801 East
Second Street, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076.

The Tri-County Red Cross, located
at 332 West Front Street in Plainfield,
has collected food and more than 250
turkeys to distribute for Thanksgiv-
ing. This year, the agency had found
that “more people had come to the
door sooner. We were limited on the
Thanksgiving food baskets that we
could hand out sooner than last year,”
said Mike Prasad, director of emer-
gency services, who said this year he
also saw people in need of Thanks-
giving meals due to sudden job loss.

The agency is also holding a toy
drive during December, and is in need
all year round for items such as trial-
size toothpaste for its disaster kits
and cases of bottled water that is
handed out at disaster sites. The Tri-
County Red Cross, which serves
Union, Middlesex and Somerset
Counties, can be reached at (908)

756-6414.
Rosemarie O’Hare, director of the

Westfield Food Pantry at Holy Trin-
ity, said, “There are certain items we
can always use – cereal, oatmeal,
peanut butter and jelly, soup, or per-
sonal-care products (such as) soap,
toothpaste and shampoo. For the holi-
days we also need turkeys or hams.”
To donate, call the food pantry at
(908) 232-2311 or e-mail Ms. O’Hare
at rose.ohare@verizon.net.

From December 1 to December 18,
the Westfield Town Memorial Library
is participating in a food drive spon-
sored by the Union County Public
Libraries. A collection bin for non-
perishable food items will be located
in the front lobby of the library lo-
cated at 550 East Broad Street during
library hours. Library staff will then
route 100 percent of the donations to
benefit The Community Food Bank
of New Jersey and other local food
pantries.

The First United Methodist Church
at 1 East Broad Street in Westfield
collects food and financial donations
for its Food Cupboard, which is part
of the Union County Food Bank pro-
gram serving the needs of Union
County. For more information, con-
tact the church at (908) 233-4211.

Temple Emanu-El in Westfield,
along with many of its programs for
the needy, will hold a coat drive on
Sunday, December 13, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. The coats will be donated to
Jersey Cares, which partners with
hundreds of nonprofit agencies, and
Temple Emanu-El’s “I Have a Dream”
program, which helps children in low-
income communities earn a higher
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVING THANKS...Residents packed St. Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic Church
for Monday evening’s Community Thanksgiving Service sponsored by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ministerial Association.

RVSA Delays Budget Until
Mayors Review Proposal

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

RAHWAY — The commissioners
of the Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) voted Monday night
to postpone adoption of the RVSA
2010 budget until its December 17
meeting. The operating expense por-
tion of the proposed budget, released
at press deadline, is available to down-
load at goleader.com..

Discussion of the request for re-
view of the authority’s budget by the
mayors of Woodbridge, Rahway and

Clark at a recent press conference
consumed a large portion of the meet-
ing. Mountainside’s commissioner,
Rene Dierkes, stated that the RVSA’s
operating agreement gives no such
right of review. He also stated that
permitting such a review would set a
bad precedent. Mr. Dierkes later said
that Mountainside’s new mayor, Paul
Mirabelli, opposed such review.

Paul Sefranka, Rahway’s commis-
sioner, said that the authority was
“better served by taking a delibera-
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FAIR-WEATHER FRIENDS...Golfers at the Ashbrook Golf Course in Scotch
Plains enjoy great weather and friendship last Sunday.


