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Cranford Cougars Rap Rambler Gridders, 42-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cougar Boys Fall to Millers in Soccer Semis, 1-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Alex Bartley had five tackles and an
interception at the Carteret 20 that set
up the Cougars’ first TD. Junior de-
fensive lineman Bryan Fitsimmons
and senior linebacker Will Green each
made five tackles, while sophomore
linebackers Anthony DeSilva and J.P.
Christiano, and junior defensive line-
man Adam Smith and senior Errol
Petgrave made four tackles each. Jun-
ior defensive back Justin Van
Ostenbridge, who had three tackles,
also had an interception. Trotter, Avent
and Lewis each had three tackles,
while sophomore defensive backs Eric

Gargiulo and Walter James each added
a tackle.

After Bartley’s interception gave
the Cougars great field position on
the Carteret 20, it took just four plays
to hit pay dirt when Papandrea slipped
in from the one with 8:35 left in the
first quarter. Junior Rob Gaeta booted

the first of his six points after touch-
down (PAT). Early in the second quar-
ter, Papandrea engineered an eight-
play, 94-yard scoring drive when he
hooked 22 yards for the TD.

A 10-play, 48-yard scoring drive
ended with 2:47 left in the half when
Papandrea pitched out to Trotter, who
darted for the final two yards. After
Adam Smith recovered a Carteret bad
snap at the Ramblers’ six and a pen-
alty placed the ball at the three, Avent
bashed in for the TD to make the
halftime score, 24-0.

Midway through the third quarter,

Papandrea capped a nine-play, 63-
yard scoring drive with his seven-
yard TD run to make the score 35-0
and set the clock ticking in the mercy
rule mode. The Ramblers set the clock
back to regular mode by engineering
a six-play, 80-yard scoring drive that
included a pair of 34-yard receptions
by wide receiver Mike D’Emilio, who
also scored on a five-yard run.
Cranford answered with a 58-yard
scoring drive when Witwick hooked
in from 22 yards out with 6:51 re-

maining in the game. With two min-
utes remaining, Rambler wide re-
ceiver Billy Merz snagged a 49-yard
pass for a TD to finalize the score, 42-
14.

Looking toward next year,
Papandrea said, “I definitely have to
work on the throwing aspect. That is
definitely something we are going to
be looking to do next year, but that’s
on my receivers and me. We got to
come together and we will try to get
it done for next year.”

Three games, a 26-24 loss to Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, a 14-7 loss to Hill-

side and a 28-21, overtime loss to
A.L. Johnson have haunted the Cou-
gars. Winning those three would have
given them a 7-3 record.

“I was just talking to coach on the
sidelines,” Papandrea said. “A couple
of plays made a difference in the
games. Next year, we got to come
together, make sure we don’t let that
happen and we win those close
games.”
Carteret   0   0   6   8 14
Cranford   7 21   7   7 42

gave everything they had every match,
and it took the 25th game to knock us
out of the unbeaten ranks. To earn 22
wins and the county and conference
championships is a great season by
anyone’s standards. It’s been an in-
credible ride for everyone; players,
parents, fans and coaches. I don’t feel

we came up short in any way.”
The Cougars gave up just eight

goals the entire season, thanks to stel-
lar defense led by goalie Scott Boyer,
sweeper Pat Kaskiw, stopper Eric
Walano and wingbacks Ryan Lopes
and Rob Ghiretti.

“Eight goals in 24 games, it really

doesn’t get much better than that, and
two of those were penalty kicks,” Curci
added. “We showed all season we had
one of the best back lines in the entire
state, and they’re a big reason why we
had the greatest season in school his-
tory for boys’ soccer.”

The Cougar boys have amassed a
52-11-3 record over the last three sea-
sons, with a conference mark of 25-2
during that span. They outscored their
opponents this year by a count of 73-
8, earning 17 shutouts along the way.

Senior forward Patrick Hartnett fin-
ished with a Union County best 27
goals, including game winners in the
county semifinals and final and a 1-0,
state quarterfinal victory over
Somerville on November 5.

“Patrick has had an outstanding
season, one of the best ever in school
history. He deserves every accolade
he gets,” Curci said. “He was an of-
fensive force, and should have a fine
career at the college level. He’s turned
out to be the player I always knew he
could be.”

Coach Curci added, “This year, the
pieces of the puzzle fit perfectly. They
became a family and with the season
they’ve had, will have a bond that
goes well beyond their high school
years. Five, 10, 20 years from now,
these young men will look back on
this season with great pride. Person-
ally, I am proud to have coached
every one of them.”

For more than 150 years, people have
been able to rely on Northwestern Mu-
tual to provide them with access to a
wide variety of products and services.
We have a history of performance and an
enviable reputation.   I am a financial ad-
visor who has been with Northwestern
Mutual for 18 years, and in all situations,
I will make only those recommendations
which I would do for myself and my fam-
ily if faced with a similar situation.  I hold
a degree in accounting and finance from
James Madison University. I have earned
the Chartered Life Underwriter (CLU),
Chartered Financial Consultant (ChFC)
and Certified in Long Term Care (CLTC)
designations. I am a Disability Income
Specialist. My areas of expertise include
Disability Income Insurance, Business
Needs Analysis, Asset & Income Protec-
tion, College Education Funding, Long-
Term Care Insurance, and Estate
Analysis.  By matching your needs with
innovative solutions utilizing world-class
insurance services and internationally
recognized investment products, I will do
my best to help you protect and provide
for those people you care about most.  I
will work hard to build a relationship with
you based on trust and integrity, always
striving to provide you with the same
level of ethical service that I would ex-
pect for myself.
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Join Northwestern Mutual and help clients build and achieve financial security. Proven training programs and licensing provided.
For 150 years Northwestern Mutual and its products have earned a most enviable reputation. 

Email or fax resume to Laura Cuozzo
laura.cuozzo@nmfn.com • fax 908-918-0517
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It’s time for a Quiet ConversationTM

Granite, Marble, Silestone, Caesarstone, Zodiaq, Cambria 

Thinking of replacing your existing Tops or installing new Counter tops?  We do it ALL 

Buy Direct from Marmo Enterprises, and  Pay  25-30%  Less than any Kitchen and Bath 

Showroom GUARANTEED !

1526 E Elizabeth Ave Linden, NJ 07036

Tel.908 486-4421    Fax. 908 925-9611

www.marmoenterprises.net     NJ # 13VH03873700

Free In House estimate

Sink

Ogee edge

Removal of existing counters

Sealer

With any work $2000.00 or more

EXTRAORDINARY AGENTS

WESTFIELD-WEST OFFICE
600 North Ave. West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • 908-233-0065

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

“Dr. Arfanis is the most amazing 
doctor that uses state of the art technology...

He has worked tirelessly, even on his off 
hours, to fix problems with my mouth and 

relieve pain.”

“The power of preventative 

dental care cannot be stressed 

enough. Routine examinations 

and cleanings are critical to the 

health of your teeth and gums.” 
Dr. Paul Arfanis

Office:
228 St. Paul St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-0074
www.paularfanisdds.com

Special pricing for new patients
$95 Exam, X-Ray & Cleaning

First time patients only. Coupon must be present at time of appointment. 
Please print this page and bring with you to your first appointment. 

Limited time offer.

The Westfield Leader
Thanks Philip Engel:

The Westfield Leader appreci-
ates the effort of Cranford High
School football stat man Philip
Engel. Just like the coaches and the
players, Philip literally “weath-
ered” a season that began with a
rain-swept opening game against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood when the
“lights went out” and ended with a
victory over Carteret under condi-
tions of horizontal rain and high
winds.

Despite the severe conditions,
Philip managed to deliver accurate
and timely statistics to The Westfield
Leader. Because of his efforts, Cou-
gar parents, fans and athletes will be
able to see accurate results by view-
ing the Cougar Online Exclusive
archives at www.goleader.com.

Thank You Philip!
David B. Corbin (Assistant Pub-

lisher/Sports Editor of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times).

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOOKING AROUND TO THE OUTSIDE…Cougar junior running back Sean Trotter, No. 24, heads toward the left
sideline. Trotter had six carries for 31 yards, including a two-yard touchdown, and added a 34-yard reception.

David B. Corbin (Cranford/Rumson game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR CONTROLLERS OF THE MIDFIELD…Cougar Connor DeMars, center, and Ray El Khoury, No. 14, seek to
gain control of the ball before an opponent can get to it.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENJOYING THE FINAL GAME…Some Cougar fans enjoy the final football
game of the year. Cranford defeated Carteret, 42-14, at Memorial Field in
Cranford on November 13.


