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CRANFORD COUGAR HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

PAPANDREA GETS 3 TDs, AVENT RUSHES 91 YARDS. TD

Cougars Finish on High Note,
Rap Rambler Gridders, 42-14

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive feelings emerged for next
year when the young Cranford High
School football team won its third
game in its last four outings with a 42-
14 trouncing of the Carteret Ram-
blers in a consolation game at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on November
13 to finish its season with a 4-6
record.

Cougar junior quarterback Joey
Papandrea mixed his option running
game well among five backs, includ-
ing himself, to amass 236 rushing
yards on 39 carries. Papandrea, who
also completed two of five pass at-
tempts for 49 yards and rushed for 59
yards, scooted through the Ramblers’
defense for respective touchdown
(TD) runs of two yards, 22 yards and
seven yards.

“Our ‘O’ line boxed it up and the up
backs ran their fakes,” Papandrea said.
“It’s just the option offense, so it’s
whatever the defense gives us. The
[Carteret] defense gave it to me and I
tried to take advantage of it. It’s what-
ever the play is called. I just kind of
follow the blocks and try to get into
the end zone.”

The strong finish was indeed a good
sign for next year, but more than next
year was on Papandrea’s mind, as

was with the returning starters.
“We definitely have to build for

next year, but I think a lot of this
tonight was just sending the seniors
home winners. They deserved it,”
Papandrea said. “We worked hard on
the off-season. It just didn’t go our
way [this season], so we really wanted
to come out and finish strongly.”

Junior running back Tyrone Avent
rushed for 91 yards, including a three-
yard TD plunge, on 14 carries, while
senior running back Kendall Grier
had 30 yards on six carries. Junior
running back Sean Trotter carried six
times for 31 yards, including a two-

yard TD slant, and had a 34-yard
reception that put the Cougars in great
position to score another TD in the
third quarter. Senior quarterback Chris
Keim had a pair of carries for three
yards and added a seven-yard pass
reception to wide receiver Kasim
Lewis, who had two receptions for 22
yards. Sophomore running back Chris
Witwick scored the Cougars’ final
TD with a 22-yard sprint.

The Cougars’ defense stopped the
Ramblers from rambling. Sophomore
linebacker Mike Klimek recorded
nine tackles and senior linebacker

HARTNETT TOTALED 27 GOALS, BOYER 17 SHUTOUTS

Cougar Boys Fall to Millburn
In Sectional Soccer Semis, 1-0

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It took 25 games, but somebody
finally got the best of the Cranford
boys’ varsity soccer team, as Millburn
edged the newly crowned Union
County champs, 1-0 in the NJSIAA
state sectional semifinal at Memorial
Field in Cranford on November 10.

Millburn, which captured the Essex
County title last year and were co-
champs with Seton Hall Prep this
year, got the winning goal when Drew
Rosenhaus pounced on a loose ball in
front of the net from six yards out,
and banged it in off the post with 16

minutes to play.
“We haven’t given up a goal like

that all season,” said Cougar Head
Coach Mike Curci. “We have been
outstanding at clearing the ball out in
dangerous situations, but they got the
break and that was the difference. I
knew going in it would be a one-goal
game, it was a matter of who got the
break, and today, they did. I told the
boys afterwards that to go 24 games
without a loss is impressive at any
level. Are we disappointed we
couldn’t go further? Yes! We wanted
to finish the job. Does it take away
from our season? Absolutely not! Our

ultimate goal was to win the county
championship. And we did that, while
beating three Group 4 schools. That’s
what we wanted the most.”

The Cougars wrapped up the sea-
son with a number of milestones to
their credit, including their first-ever
Union County Tournament champi-
onship, their third consecutive con-
ference championship and a school-
record 22 victories, which shattered
the former mark of 16.

“We really couldn’t have dreamed
up a better season,” said coach Curci.
“I am very proud of our players. They

Cougar Pride
This page is reserved for Cranford High School sports only.

To make this weekly page a success, help

is needed from the coaches, a stat person

and/or a designated parent, who follows

any of the teams and wishes to contribute

a to the point, factual account of the event.

Any good photos of the event may also be

welcomed.

Please e-mail by Monday at noon to

David B. Corbin, (Asst. Publisher/Sports Editor)

dcorbin@goleader.com

Go Cougars!
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Probitas Verus Honos

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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David B. Corbin (Cranford/Rumson game) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY DANGEROUS SCORING THREAT…Cougar senior forward Pat Hartnett, left, netted a Union County leading 27
goals this season. Hartnett scored the winning goal in the Union County semifinal game and in the championship game. He
also nailed the game winner in the sectional quarterfinal win over Somerville.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINDING AN OPENING FOR A BIG GAIN…Senior running back Kendall Grier, No. 10, finds an opening for a 16-yard
gain against the Carteret Ramblers. The Cougars defeated the Ramblers, 42-14, at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK…Sophomore Mary Kate Walch won a medal by
placing eighth in the vault at the NJSIAA gymnastics championship at Montgom-
ery on November 14. Walch, who has been an anchor on the varsity team all
season, successfully nailed her Tsukahara dismount to score a 9.45.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

The Westfield Leader
To Do Season Wrap-ups

The Westfield Leader is looking
to present season wrap-ups of the
Cougar fall sports for the next two
issues of The Cougar Online Ex-
clusive.

So far, it appears that there will
be a wrap-up for boys soccer, foot-
ball and girls volleyball. Each will
include individual statistics. With
the assistance of the coaches, The
Westfield Leader would also desire
to present season wrap-ups for girls
soccer, girls tennis, cross-country
and field hockey.

Winter sports preseason stories
will begin in early December.

Go Cougars!


