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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the closing minutes of Saturday’s
41-6, victory over Columbia in the
North 2 Group 4 quarterfinals, WHS
defensive coordinator Kenny Miller
was walking down the sideline, saw
me and said, “Well, you’ve finally got
your dream game.”

Yes, it’s true. For decades I’ve
dreamed of the Westfield Blue Devils
traveling down Route 22 (or 78 for
those fast-laners) to visit hallowed
Maloney Stadium for a football game
against the Phillipsburg Stateliners.
Tomorrow night at 7, the dream comes
true.

But it should be a dream for the
WHS coaches, players and support-
ers, too! And why not?

P’burg has the most wins in state
history with 618; WHS is fifth best
with 568. WHS has won 14 sectional
titles, P’burg seven, although it wasn’t
eligible for many years because of
playing a mostly Pennsylvania sched-
ule. While both teams have had occa-
sional bumps in the road, they’ve
been two of the state’s legendary pro-
grams for nearly three-quarters of a
century.

I grew up reading the Newark
Evening News reports on games be-
tween P’burg and East Orange and
Barringer, Brick and Somerville, and
of course their Thanksgiving rivalry
with Easton, Pa.

In September 1972, Joe (The Mail-
man) Wheatley and I made a couple
of trips “out west.” We saw P’burg

Westfield at P’burg:
Dreams Do Come True

open with an 8-0 loss to the Konkrete
Kids of Northampton, Pa., and then
lose 28-0 to Brick at home; P’burg
finished 6-2-1 that year. I was also
there for the 100th anniversary of
P’burg football game in 2004, also
against the K-Kids.

There are many fantastic high school
football stadiums in New Jersey, in-
cluding those in Asbury Park,
Bridgeton, Cherokee, Kearny,
Pennsauken, Woodbury, and, of course,
our own Gary Kehler Stadium. But
none of them can top Maloney Sta-
dium. For whatever reasons, P’burg
happens to be the Mecca of both foot-
ball (Maloney Stadium) and wrestling
(The Pit) in New Jersey.

While WHS has played some games
at Giants Stadium, there is a feeling
of being dwarfed when you play be-
fore a crowd of 8,000 people in a
stadium built for 70,000. At Maloney
Stadium tomorrow night, the antici-
pated crowd of 8,000-plus could feel
like 15,000, noise-wise. The Liners
will pack their side, so WHS fans
should plan on leaving around 4 p.m.,
to get good seats.

As far as the game, P’burg comes
into the game with an 8-1 mark, hav-
ing lost to Hunterdon Central in Week
3. In its playoff opener, P’burg raced
to a quick 16-0 lead then had to hold
on for a 19-16, overtime victory over
4-5 Piscataway. The Liners have wins
over SP-F (40-0), Watchung Hills (35-
7) and Bridgewater-Raritan (17-6),
the latter two being the only losses for
7-2 WHS, which has won six in a row.

As the old cigarette commercial
used to say, “It’s what’s up front that
counts” and that means this game
should be a great one for devotees of
old-time trench football. WHS’s of-
fensive line of Mike Sheehan, Bran-
don Dietz, Andrew Arnold (or Adam
Metz if he’s over a foot injury), Mike
Costa and Brett DeNicola, along with
tight end Aiden Scanlon will face
their toughest opponent of the year.
And defensively, WHS corners Brian
Henry and Hugo Nolasco will have
tough man-on-man assignments
against some talented receivers.

P’burg, under legendary coach Bob
Stem, has had a roughly 50-50 bal-
ance in running and passing, with
junior Dana Lee their leading rusher
(616 yards) and No. 2 receiver (19
catches, behind Wolfgang Connell’s
21); Lee, who, sources tell me, grew
up in Westfield, had 26 carries for 184
yards against Piscataway. Junior Jus-
tin Scuorzo (1,226 yards, 10 TDs) is
in his third year as the quarterback.
The best defenders in the 5-2-4 align-
ment are T Dylan Stair, undersized
but talented MG Gerald VanDeCruz,
and LB Jason Herman. The second-
ary, which will have to contain Dan
Kerr’s passes to Pat Gray, Scanlon
and Nolasco, includes Lee and An-
drew Nesmith at the corners, with
Connell at one safety, along with ei-
ther Matt Deery or standout wrestler
John Horak.

From the website
statelinerfootball.com: Phillipsburg
has always been known as a blue-
collar, sports-oriented town. The town
derives much of its image and reputa-
tion from its high school’s athletic
teams, especially its football program.

One thing is always certain, when the
football season arrives, the faithful
fans of this football-crazy commu-
nity will turn out in droves to support
their beloved Stateliners.

(The website opens up to a beauti-
ful photo of Maloney Stadium, set
down in a valley in front of the high
school.)

This game has a chance to be one of
those games that people are still talk-
ing about 20, 30 years down the road.
But will they be talking about it more
at the Stateliner Pub, P’burg’s leg-
endary beer and pickled eggs bar, or
at 16 Prospect, while eating brie and
sipping wine?

It’s a tough one to pick, without
waving my blue and white poms-
poms. Whoever wins the battle up
front wins the game, and I really like
WHS’s lines.

WHOOPS
It was incorrectly reported in last

week’s Devil’s Den that the WHS
football team lost a home state play-
off game to Livingston in 1979. That
game was played at Giants Stadium.
So after Saturday’s win over Colum-
bia, WHS is 6-0 in home playoff
games.

LUCKY NO. 13
A tremendous victory for the boys

cross-country team last Saturday, over
the strongest field in state history. It
was the school’s 13th state Group 4
championship. “And that’s at least
one in every decade since the 1960s,”
coach Jack Martin said.

If you want to be a dynasty, you do
something consistently, and over a
period of time. Thirteen state cham-
pionships spread out over 46 years
sounds dynastic to me.

The state titles came in 1963, ’66,
’70, ’71, ’73, ‘76, ’77, ’79, ’80, ’81,
’95, ’96 and ’09. Walt Clarkson
coached the first 10 titles, and Martin
the last three.

GIRLS SOCCER UPDATE
The girls soccer team won a 2-1

overtime thriller over defending sec-
tional champion Ridge to capture
North 2, Group 4 and advance to
Tuesday night’s state semifinal against
Morris Knolls. The two met five times
in state sectional play between 1985
and 1990, with Knolls winning 1-0 in
’85, WHS winning 6-1 the next year,
then winning from 1988-90, 4-1, 1-0
and 2-1.

Tuesday’s winner advances to the
state Group 4 title game, Saturday,
11:45 a.m., at the College of New
Jersey, against the survivor of the
other semifinal, two-time defending
state champion Lenape or Jackson
Memorial.

The WHS girls last played in the
state final in 2002, losing 3-1 to Brick
Memorial. They’ve won two state

titles, in 1988 and ’89.
GYMNASTICS UPDATE

One of the best eras of WHS gym-
nastics came to an end last weekend.
That’s when Lacy Cummings per-
formed her final routines as a Blue
Devil; unfortunately, Jenna
Rodrigues’ senior year ended prema-
turely when she broke her leg in prac-
tice several weeks ago. The senior
duo rank among the best in school
history, right up there with Jill Smith,
Julie Elmuccio and the Caravello
twins, Jessica and Lauren.

WHS finished sixth in the state
team competition with a score of
108.575, trailing champion Pascack
Regional, Hunterdon Central,
Hillsborough, South Brunswick and
Bishop Ahr. Individually, Cummings
was third in the vault and 10th in all-
around. Junior Kelly Bohlinger and
freshman Lindsay Ripperger also
placed.

During the past four years, WHS
had a 38-2 dual-meet record, won
four straight county titles and one
sectional crown. The only compa-
rable period was the Caravello’s four
years (1998-2001), when the team
was 47-0 with four county titles and
four sectional crowns.

COLLEGE UPDATE
The Williams College women’s

soccer team advanced to the third
round of the NCAA Tournament (this
weekend at the College of New Jer-
sey) with two victories last weekend.
Goalie Lauren Sinnenberg (WHS,
’06) was in goal for both wins as the
three-time NESCAC champion Ephs
improved to 19-0 with 13 shutouts.
Williams is 55-2-1 over the past three
years with Sinnenberg, who is also an
Academic All-America.

Junior Mike Venezia has been
elected tri-captain of the 2009-10
Colgate men’s basketball team.
Venezia (WHS, ’07), who started all
30 games last year and led the team in
scoring, has 506 career points com-
ing into the season. He scored 17
points in a season-opening loss to No.
12 Connecticut Monday night.

TOP ATHLETES VOTING
Voting for WHS’s Best Athletes of

Each Decade (’60s, ’70s, ’80s, ’90s,
’00s) continues for five more weeks,
until December 17. Through Sunday,
more than 180 votes had been e-
mailed, including votes from Faithful
Readers Phil Chappine in
Lindenwold, Camden County; Jeff
Gilbert (WHS, ’61) in Pittstown;
Eddie Morton (’72) in Iowa City and
Mary Ann (Whitcomb) Tallman (’76)
in Mesa, Ariz.! Keep ’em coming, at
bj1019@aol.com.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s winners of a free sub,

from Mike the new owner at Westfield
Subs (261 South Avenue East), are
Ryan Scrudato, Jack Leahy, Andrew
Kirna, Zach Lizmi, Mike Kelley, John
Kirna and Tyler Cusick, the Magnifi-
cent Seven who brought home the
state Group 4 cross-country trophy
from Holmdel Park last Saturday.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact me with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. Win or not,
WHS4EVR!

Devils of the Week
Magnificent Seven
Boys cross-country

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Hye Young Choi
Sales Associate

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Tom Bianco
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $1,849,000
One of a kind Princeton Stone Manor with 4
full stories. Lighted tennis court, heated pool
on 1.43 acres. MLS 2683472

WESTFIELD $1,699,000
Renovated 5 bedroom Colonial w/ frt porch-
updated EIK, Hdwd flrs, 2 FRs, exquisite detail,
rec rm, ext yd, near town. MLS 2715746

WESTFIELD $1,499,900
Wonderful, authentic detail has been crafted in
this beautiful stucco & timber Tudor home.

MLS 2719688

WESTFIELD $1,499,000
New stately 2004 Col w/5 BRs, 5.5 bths, cul-de-
sac w/endless upgrades. Fin bsmt, rec rm, play-
room, wet bar/wine cellar. MLS 2712288

WESTFIELD $925,000
Location, location, location! 4 bedroom, 3 full
bath Ranch on beautiful property.

MLS 2721150

WESTFIELD $780,000
734 COLEMAN PL. Classic 4BR, 2.2 bth
Sidehall Colonial, high ceilings, Hdwd flrs, large
rms. Dir: Dudley to Coleman. MLS 2722695

WESTFIELD $769,900
Brick front CH Col, beautiful wooded lot, 4
bedrooms, 2.1 baths, formal Dining room,
stone wall fplc, FR & EIK. MLS 2725763

WESTFIELD $729,900
Picture perfect 3 bedroom 2.1 bath brick
Colonial, updated kitchen, fplc, large lot, close
to town and train. MLS 2718424

WESTFIELD $649,000
Spacious expanded Ranch on over 1/2 acre.
Large Family room with fireplace, deck, pool
and patio. MLS 2693402

WESTFIELD $578,900
Elegant corner unit South & West wnd flr.
Pristine & sunny. Spacious rooms, lge windows,
sliders to deck, cls to town. MLS 2688922

WESTFIELD $549,000
Charming Colonial with fireplace, Hardwood
floors & deck. Close to town, schools and
NYC transportation. MLS 2727104

WESTFIELD $499,900
Beautiful Split, Hdwd flrs, kitchen w/stainless &
granite. Attached garage, formal Dining room,
Family room, bsmt storage. MLS 2727229

©2009 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company.
Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

Since 1986, the Westfield Office has been recognized as one of the best in the Coldwell Banker Corporation.

Experience,
Trust, Reliability & Service

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555

Coldwell Banker Home Loans
Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
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Blue Devil Boys Get Even,
Grab Group 4 X-C Title

One week after being edged out by
the Ridge Red Devils for the North
Jersey, Group 4 sectional title at
Warinanco Park in Roselle, the No. 6-
ranked Westfield High School (WHS)
boys cross-country team got more
than even by capturing the Group 4
championship at Holmdel Park on
November 14.

In a group that featured 13 top-20
teams, the Blue Devils totaled 133 for
its 13th group title one day after Fri-
day the 13th, while Ridge took sec-
ond at 160. Interestingly, the last time
the Blue Devils have won the title
was 13 years ago in 1996.

Blue Devil sophomore Jack Leahy
finished 14th with a time of 16:27,
which put him on the all-time WHS
list for the course. Senior Ryan
Scrudato, who crossed 16th, also
made the all-time WHS list with a
time of 16:31. Andrew Kirna, who
placed 33rd at 17:02 and Zach Lizmi,
46th at 17:11, also made the all-time
WHS list. Mike Kelley at 17:21, John
Kirna at 17:27 and Tyler Cusick at
17:32 finished 60th, 69th and 74th,
respectively. The team average was
16:54.4.

See Devils Den for additional in-
formation.

For additional information or a private tour, please call: 
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600 North Avenue West   Westfield, NJ 07090 
Office:  (908) 233-0065 

Owned and operated  
by NRT Incorporated. 
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NJSIAA GROUP 4 CHAMPS…The Westfield High School boys cross-country
team won the Group 4 championship at Holmdel Park on November 14. Pictured,
left to right, are: front row, Jack Leahy, Andrew Kirna, Head Coach Jack Martin
and John Kirna; second row, Coach Chris Tafelski, Zach Lizmi, Captains Tyler
Cusick, Mike Kelley and Ryan Scrudato, John Chirrona and Coach Wes Brockway.

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team finished sixth in the
NJSIAA tournament at Montgomery
High School on November 13. The
Blue Devils had a team total of
108.575. Pascack Regional captured
the team title with a 112.325 total.

On November 14, Blue Devil Lacy
Cummings placed third in the vault
with a total of 9.65. Cummings, the
2007 NJSIAA champion in the vault,
also placed 10th all-around with a
total of 36.825. Teammates Lindsay

Ripperger placed 10th on the balance
beam with a score of 9.275 and Kelly
Bohlinger tied for 11th in the vault
with a 9.4. Cranford’s Mary Kate
Walch tied for eighth in the vault with
a 9.45.

TOP 6 TEAMS:
1. Pascack Regional (PR) 112.325,

2. Hunterdon Central (HC) 111.425, 3.
Hillsborough (H) 111.125, 4. South
Brunswick (SB) 110.35, 5. Bishop Ahr
(BA) 109.8, 6. Westfield (W) 108.575

ALL-AROUND: 1. Kristen
Harabedian (HC) 38.65, 2. Jess Macay

(SB), Brittany Marcissin (H) 37.675

VAULT: 1. Marcissin (H) 9.825, 2.
Harabedian (HC) 9.7, 3. Lacy Cummings
(W) 9.65

UNEVEN BARS: 1. Harabedian (HC)
9.775, 2. Meagan Phelan (PR) 9.575, 3.
Ashley Zawistowski (Neptune) 9.55

BALANCE BEAM: 1. Harabedian
(HC) 9.7, 2. Macay (SB) 9.625, 3. Lindsay
Carbone (SB) 9.55

FLOOR EXERCISE: 1. Harabedian
(HC) 9.475, 2. Macay (SB) 9.35, 3. Christie
Wong (Middletown South), Maria Bryant
((HC) 9.3

Blue Devils Get Sixth In NJSIAA Gymnastics

Bus Rides to P-burg:
As of the Den’s deadline, there

was word of possibly two or three
busloads of WHS supporters
making the hour-plus trip, if the
WHS Boosters were able to
make a deal for the buses. Con-
tact Sean Scrudato at (908) 232-
8423 or Max Bryk at (908) 654-
6909 for more information.


