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Miller Boys Nip Raiders, 1-0,
For Sectional Soccer Crown

GRAY 4 REC., 198 YDS, 2 TDS; KERR 238 YDS, ‘A.J.’ 3 TDs

Blue Devils Rip Cougars, 41-6,
Face P-burg in Sectional Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Running the football and mixing it
up with a few timely passes has been
the Westfield High School football
team’s trademark for decades. But this
year, the Blue Devils’ offense has ex-
hibited a variety of weapons, and the
weapon of choice this time was the
passing game in a 41-6 rout of sixth-
seeded Columbia in the quarterfinals
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 tournament at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 14.

The 8-2 Cougars’ defensive scheme
created a cause-and-effect situation
and the 7-2 Blue Devils capitalized,
with a big-time aerial attack. Junior
quarterback Danny Kerr mixed a few
long passes with a few crossing pat-
terns to complete seven of nine at-
tempts for 238 yards; these included
touchdown (TD) passes of 82 yards
and 70 yards to wide receiver Pat
Gray, who finished with four recep-
tions for 198 yards. Aiden Scanlon
had a pair of receptions for 27 yards,
and Hugo Nolasco had a 13-yard re-
ception.

“They really packed it in on us and
made it hard for us to run,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Jim DeSarno said. “We
had to throw a little more than, maybe,
I wanted to. Danny played well. I had
a good feel for what was going on out
there. He understood the coverage
that he saw.”

“We had a lot of big plays with the

passing game,” Gray said. “We had
some good runs, too, but at first, they
were stopping us so we went to the
passing game. That’s the good thing
about our offense. If our running game
shuts down, we go passing. If our
passing game gets shut down, our
running game is just as good.”

Gray’s 82-yard romp capped a four-
play, 94-yard scoring drive with 6:29
left in the first quarter. Kerr hit Gray
on the left flat then it was off to the
races, which he won. Kerr hit Gray
again, this time with a long, 39-yard
bomb that set up the Blue Devils’
fourth TD, when A.J. Murray, who
scored the Blue Devils’ second TD on

a five-yard run, bashed in from the
two-yard line. Gray had a seven-yard
reception in the third quarter that
initiated an eight-play, 73-yard scor-
ing drive that concluded with
Murray’s six-yard TD run, his third
of the afternoon. Gray’s fourth recep-
tion ended up being a 70-yard TD
gallop on the first play of the fourth
quarter that set the clock in the mercy-
rule mode. The Blue Devils’ reserves
took over from that point on.

“I love deep balls. Dan Kerr can
definitely hit me on them,” Gray said.
“It was perfect placement. He had
such a great game passing wise. We
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One mistake was all that was needed
for the fourth-seeded Millburn High
School boys soccer team to pull out a
1-0 victory over second-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ship game in Scotch Plains on No-
vember 13.

The 14-5-2 Millers’ ruthless on-
slaught dominated the entire first
half with the exception of when the
19-3-2 Raiders ripped a pair of slant-
ing shots at goal that whizzed past
goalie Corbin Stevens. Their best
defense was indeed their offense.
The decisive goal came with ap-
proximately 27 seconds remaining
in the first half, when midfielder
James Raystin ripped a shot that
Raider goalkeeper Anthony

Zukofsky stopped, but the ball re-
bounded to his right, where
midfielder Dennis Kachintsev
slipped it in for the goal.

“We did give one up. One mistake,
but I will say I thought the game was
a tale of two halves,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said. “The
first half, they came out with much
more intensity. Some of our
primetime players didn’t have their
best game. We almost weathered the
storm. Second half, we played much
better after we took a better look at
what we were doing out there. We
couldn’t get one in. We had some
close ones.”

The Raiders, indeed, turned the
tide in the second half and out-shot
the Millers, 7-3. Early in the half,
Brendan McEvoy drilled a shot that
just missed to the left, then Zach

Flanzmann knocked a header over
the crossbar. Stevens stopped respec-
tive shots from Blake DeJohn and
Mike DelSordi, but none were con-
sidered serious, according to coach
Breznitsky.

“We really didn’t test their goal-
keeper. They have two pretty good
defenders. We had a great amount of
plays in the second half but nothing
that could go on the frame,” he said.

KRONICK BURIES WINNER ON COSTELLO’S ASSIST

Blue Devils Win Section Title,
Level Ridge, 2-1, in Overtime

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Seven years ago was the last time
the Westfield High School girls soc-
cer team won a sectional tournament
championship when, back in 2002,
senior forward Susan Williams, se-
nior halfback Staci Spass and sopho-
more halfback Gio Palatucci ripped
the net in a shootout, and senior goal-
keeper Megan Connors made a sen-
sational stop on the final attempt to
earn the Blue Devils a victory over
Randolph.

The wait was long, but junior
Hannah Kronick took advantage of
teammate Sam Costello’s point-blank
shot that deflected off charging goalie
Emily Wheatley and buried it into the

net to give the 20-0-2 Blue Devil girls
a 2-1 overtime victory and the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 title over
20-4 Ridge at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on November 12.

Kronick, Costello and Amanda
Markowski, who had been working
pincer tactics on the Red Devil de-
fense all afternoon, finally hit the mark
four minutes into the first overtime,
when Kronick approached the ball
and popped it in from 18-yards out.

“Sam went right in with it. The
goalie went down. The ball just
dropped right there and I put it right
in,” Kronick described. “Sam did a
great job. She was right there.”

“Amanda [Markowski] flicked it
over by the last defender. The goalie,

all game, was coming out so far, and
I knew that if I just got there, I would
be able to get a touch on it. She wasn’t
able to hold onto the ball. Luckily,
Hannah was there to finish it,”
Costello explained.

Wheatley, who finished with four
saves, successfully used her charging
tactics in regulation to prevent the
three-pronged attack of Kronick,
Costello and Markowski, and an oc-
casional breakaway assault from
Katie Ponce.

“I guess it worked for her some-
times,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt said of Wheatley. “She’s tak-
ing a chance because you are leaving
the goal.”
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Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Spring 2010 registration is now available

via our website @ www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registration is open to all children that are residents of Westfield in

grades K - 10.   Please note, the Westfield Baseball Association is

grade specific and team assignments are based accordingly.  All

participants MUST BE enrolled in Kindergarten through 10th grade.

Please note:  Deadline for on-time registration is January 15, 2010.  All

registrations received after Jan. 15th will be subject to a $35 late fee.

See you in the Spring !!

The Westfield Leader & The Times�

Subscription Form

www.goleader.com/subscribe
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Westfield/Columbia Football
SPF/Millburn Boys Soccer

Westfield/Ridge Girls Soccer
SPF/Belleville Football
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INDIAN FOREST  

An exceptional residence for the discerning buyer. This 
Frank Lloyd Wright inspired home features a spacious, 
open floor plan overlooking a manicured, park like setting. 
Highlights include: first floor master suite with dressing 
area, walk in closet and spa like bath, custom cherry wood 
study, 2 story entry foyer and Pella prairie style windows 
through out. Four bedrooms, 3.2 baths, finished basement 
and terraced yard with patio complete this custom home. 
Offered at: $1,195,000.

     Francesca Azzara, Sales Associate

908-233-8924, Direct Dial 
  www.cbmoves.com/Francesca.Azzara  

  There  is an art to buying or selling your     

  home….I can help!

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

NEW COLONIAL
This newly constructed colonial offers classic styling and 
modern amenities. Hardwood floors, 9' first floor ceilings, 
wainscoting and blue stone front porch blend with a state 
of the art kitchen and dramatic 2 story entry. Other fea-
tures include: 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, finished basement, 
walk up attic and paver patio. Ideally located, this home 
borders one of Westfield's most popular parks. Offered at: 
$1,125,000.

Lorena Barbosa
• Top Sales Month of October
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Lorena Barbosa
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Lorena in, and she’ll bring results!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECOVERING A BLOCKED PUNT…Blue Devils Nick Matthews, No. 80, and Chris Fantini, No. 43, scramble to recover
a punt that was blocked by Gerald Schuman, top.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING TRACK OF A TOUGH PLAYER…Blue Devil Katie Ponce, right, keeps track of Red Devil star Rachel Davitt,
No. 14, during the sectional title game that Westfield won, 2-1, in overtime.

Pele Scores 1,000th Goal
November 19, 1969


