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Pingry Announces
Commended Students
AREA — Thirty-three Pingry seniors

are recognized for exceptional academic
promise as commended students in the
2010 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.

They placed among the top five per-
cent of more than 1.5 million students
who entered the 2010 competition by
taking the 2008 Preliminary SAT/Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test
(PSAT/NMSQT).

The commended students include
Alexander Daifotis of Westfield and
Rebecca Krakora of Scotch Plains.

SPFHS Senior Named
Outstanding Participant

SCOTCH PLAINS – Delia McGee,
a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
senior, is among some 3,100 “outstand-
ing participants” in the 2010 National
Achievement Scholarship Program of
students being referred to U.S. colleges
and universities.

Delia scored in the top 3 percent of
more than 160,000 Black Americans.
A certificate was presented to Delia for
her potential for academic success in
college.

The National Achievement Scholar-
ship Program was initiated in 1964
specifically to honor academically
promising Black-American high school
students. The National Merit Scholar-
ship Corporation conducts this annual
scholarship competition.

Delia McGee

WF Schools Honor
UNICO Essay Winners

WESTFIELD – Two Westfield High
School students were named winners
of $250 savings bonds each in the
2009 Westfield UNICO essay contest.

Sophomore Anthony Grasso, Jr.,
and Senior Zach LaPorta composed
their essays based on the contest’s
theme: “The most influential Italian
or Italian-American.”

The Italian-American chosen for
Anthony’s essay is Rudy Giuliani. An-
thony cited the ex-mayor of New York’s
ability to clean up the city during his
term in office as well as his response to
the September 11, 2001 attack.

Zach wrote about physicist Enrico
Fermi, most noted for his work on the
development of the first nuclear reac-
tor. Mr. Fermi was awarded the Nobel
Prize in Physics in 1938 and is today
regarded as one of the top scientists
of the 20th century.

Zach believes that Italians are un-
der-recognized for their contributions
to science.

The UNICO essay contest was es-
tablished 11 years ago. The organiza-
tion also provides scholarships to
graduating seniors. The name UNICO
means “one” or “only” or “only one
of its kind.” Additionally, the letters
are interpreted as U-unity, N-neigh-
borliness, I-integrity, C-charity, and
O-opportunity.

Terrill Students
Participate in Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS – The French

Embassy, in partnership with the Ameri-
can Association of Teachers of French,
is hosting a series of school contests to
celebrate the Eiffel Tower’s 120th anni-
versary.

Students in Madame Michelle
Emanuel from Terrill Middle School
are participating.

To participate, students were invited
to design, paint or sculpt the Eiffel
Tower, write a poem or story, create a
video or song, or even a web page,
about the famous French structure.

McGinn Celebrates Week
Of Respect and Tolerance

RESPECT AND TOLERANCE FOR ALL…McGinn Elementary School Cel-
ebrated “Family Heritage Night” on October 22 as part of the school’s annual
“Respect and Tolerance Week.” Some participants are shown here enjoying the
African drumming circle. Pictured back row, left to right, are: Karen Iannaccone,
event co-chair; drummers from Mus-IQ; McGinn Principal Susan Kukucka, and
Cathy Dietze, event co-chair; front row, from left to right, are: Jenna Smith,
Daniel Lee, Kyle Burger, John Iannaccone and Rachella Carlino.

SCOTCH PLAINS – McGinn El-
ementary School recently celebrated
“Respect and Tolerance Week” from
October 19 to 23 with classroom dis-
cussions, spirit dress-up days and the
annual highlight event, “Family Heri-
tage Night.”

McGinn School Principal Susan
Kukucka, in partnership with the Par-
ent-Teacher Association (PTA), used
the week to promote awareness of six
key “Pillars of Good Character,” which
include responsibility, caring, respect,
fairness, good citizenship and trust-
worthiness, to the elementary-student
population.

During the 2009 “Week of Respect,”
students wore different colors to school
on each day to support classroom dis-
cussions on each pillar. This was sup-
ported by the week’s highlight,
McGinn’s annual “Family Heritage
Night,” planned by PTA Co-Chairs
Cathy Dietze and Karen Iannaccone.

This event features informational
areas for more than 22 countries and
regions from around the world. McGinn
students and families bring foods and
treats from various countries, and many
dress in native dress and bring col-
lectibles and cultural artifacts to share
with all attendees.

Families were treated to a mini-per-
formance of Spanish songs, sung by the
students and led by the McGinn’s Span-
ish teacher, Clara Sanders. Following
the performance, all families were in-
vited to participate in an African-drum-
ming session, led by performers from
the organization MusIQ.

During this session, students were
given percussion instruments and asked
to participate in creating a variety of
rhythms that contributed to the creating
of a story of traveling through the jungle,
similar to story-telling in traditional
drum circles.

The “Week of Respect” lessons and
ideals are reinforced throughout the
year with classroom tallies for good
deeds and a reward of the “Totem Pole

of Respect” for a month-long residence
in the winning grade’s hallway, as well
as continuing classroom discussions
and other upcoming scheduled spirit
days.

Oratory Prep Teens
Win Journalism Awards

FULL COURT PRESS…At the Garden State Scholastic Press Association’s
journalism conference held at Rutgers University, Busch Campus on October 26,
Oratory Preparatory School winning journalists compare notes. Pictured, in the
front, from left to right, are: Wyatt Craig, Nick Luther, Tobi Kraft and Kevin
McGovern of Berkeley Heights, who all won various awards for their articles and
columns in the school’s 2008-2009 newspaper. Their fellow journalists, pictured
in the second row, left to right – Matt Pigott of Chester, Greg Mika of Scotch Plains
and Trenor Turner – were part of the 18-student group from the all-boys Roman
Catholic school, and attended the conference with their current newspaper
adviser Frank Kearns.

SUMMIT — The Omega, the news-
paper of Summit’s Roman Catholic
Oratory Prep School, won awards
from the Garden State Scholastic
Press Association (GSSPA) on Octo-
ber 26, at a high school journalism
conference held at Rutgers Univer-
sity, Busch Campus.

GSSPA offers an annual newspa-
per and yearbook critique/contest with

individual awards announced at the
fall conference.

Tobi Kraft ’11 won second place,
third place and honorable mention
for three of his editorials from last
year’s Omega.

For their entries in the Arts and
Entertainment section of the school
newspaper, Wyatt Craig ’11 of
Chatham was awarded a third place
certificate, and Joe Schlegel ’09 of
Stirling and Kevin McGovern ‘10 of
Berkeley Heights won honorable
mention awards for their reviews.

Nick Luther ‘10, this year’s Omega
editor in chief, won honorable men-
tion for an in-depth article on the
economy and its effect on teenagers.
Alumnus Chester Baker of Scotch
Plains won a third place spot in the
state competition for his sports col-
umns.

Susan Dougherty, 2009 adviser to
the publication, said, “The editors and
reporters have worked long and hard to
achieve recognition for their scholastic
journalism and these certificates vali-
date their efforts.”

UCC Receives $3.3-Million Grant
To Improve Hispanic-Student Success
CRANFORD – Union County Col-

lege (UCC) is the recipient of a $3.3
million Title V grant from the United
States Department of Education, which
seeks to increase the number and aca-
demic success of Hispanic and other
low-income students who are enrolled
in Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM) majors and
STEM teacher education majors.

The Title V, Developing Hispanic-
Serving Institutions (HSI) Program
grant also intends to improve the trans-
fer options and experiences in higher
education. UCC will partner with New
Jersey City University to address the
lack of Latino student success in STEM
education.

The project, Improving the Pipeline
in STEM Education, intends to increase
UCC’s institutional capacity to serve
the needs of Hispanic and other low-
income students by increasing the total
number of majors in mathematics, bi-
ology and chemistry in the next five
years by 7.5 percent.

A STEM Institute will be established
and offered in chemistry, mathematics
and biology and more than 400 stu-
dents will be eligible for participation.
At least 90 percent of all full- and part-
time STEM and Education faculty will
have the opportunity to participate in
professional development activities
through the STEM institute.

UCC is considered a Hispanic-Serv-
ing Institution (HSI) because more than
25 percent of the college’s student popu-
lation is Hispanic.

This Title V grant is designed to
support institutions of higher educa-
tion that are HSIs, and the funds can be
used for faculty development; funds
and administrative management, de-
velopment and improvement of aca-
demic programs; curriculum develop-
ment; scientific or laboratory equip-
ment for teaching; renovation of in-
structional facilities; academic tutor-
ing; counseling programs, and student
support services.

In addition to the Improving the Pipe-

line in STEM Education grant, UCC is
also the recipient of a $50,000 grant
from the nonprofit organization
Excelencia in Education, which is sup-
ported by the Walmart Foundation.

This grant seeks to increase the re-
tention rate of male Latino students in
Education and Business majors. UCC
was one of 20 colleges and universities
nationwide chosen to receive this award.

The SEMILLAS grants, are part of
Excelencia in Education’s “Growing
What Works” national initiative. The
initiative aims to accelerate Latino stu-
dent success by redefining and replicat-
ing model educational programs that
are proven to advance Latino achieve-
ment in two-year and four-year col-
leges.

The long-term goal of the project is
to increase the use of these effective
programs for the country’s fast-grow-
ing Latino college age population.
Semillas is the Spanish word for seeds.
It also stands for Seeding Educational
Models that Impact and Leverage Latino
Academic Success.

“We’re thrilled to receive the
SEMILLAS grant, and committed to
promoting Latino student success by
replicating our most promising and in-
novative programs,” said Thomas
Brown, president of UCC.

For more information about UCC,
visit ucc.edu.

SPFHS Theatre Hires
Award-Winning Director

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Repertory Theatre today announced that
Sara Louise Lazarus will direct its 2010
Spring Production.

Ms. Lazarus is an
award-winning theatre
and cabaret director. In
New York, she directed
Tovah Feldshuh’s one-
woman Off-Broadway
show, Tovah Out Of
Her Mind, the revival
of Babes In Arms at
Lincoln Center’s
Avery Fisher Hall, the
world premiere of
Terrence McNally’s
Plaisir D’Amour and
Ludlow Ladd starring
Kristen Chenoweth.

Ms. Lazarus produced and directed
Stars Over Millburn, a benefit for Paper
Mill Playhouse, and is on the staff of
Paper Mill’s Summer Conservatory,
where she teaches and has co-directed
the New Voices concerts, Paper Mill
Goes Platinum and Thoroughly Mod-
ern Musicals.

She is currently on the faculty of
Circle In The Square Theatre School,
and holds her own private classes for
Broadway actors in New York City.

“We’re thrilled to have someone of
Ms. Lazarus’ stature join our company,
said John Brzozowski, musical direc-
tor. “Our students are looking forward
to an amazing learning experience this
season.”

Ms. Lazarus’ first production with
Rep Theatre will be Curtains (The

Musical Comedy Whodunit) that ran
on Broadway from March 2007 through
June 2008, garnering eight Tony nomi-
nations, including Best Musical, and

one Tony Award, for
Best Performance by a
Leading Actor for
David Hyde Pierce.

A send-up of back-
stage murder mystery
plots, set in 1959 Bos-
ton, Curtains was writ-
ten by Rupert Holmes,
with music and lyrics
by John Kander and
Fred Ebb.

The story follows the
fallout when the su-
premely untalented star
of the show-within-
the-show, Robbin’

Hood of the Old West, is murdered
during her opening-night curtain call.
With wit and affection, Curtains both
makes fun of and pays homage to a slew
of great musicals and the characters,
on-stage and backstage, that make the
theatre world sizzle.

Performances in 2010 will be held
on Friday, March 12, at 8 p.m.; Sat-
urday, March 13, at 8 p.m.; Sunday,
March 14, at 3 p.m.; Thursday, March
18, at 7 p.m. (new time); Friday,
March 19, at 8 p.m. and Saturday,
March 20, at 8 p.m.

All take place at the Manya Ungar
Memorial Auditorium at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, located
at 667 Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains. Ticket information will be
announced after the first of the year.

Sara Louise Lazarus

630 Lenox Avenue
Westfield NJ, 07090
(908) 432-9875
(908) 928-0231 (Fax)

Specializing in Evaluation and Treatment of Pediatric
and Adolescent Communication Needs

Anne D. FitzPatrick, M.A. CCC
Speech Language Pathologist

ASHA Certification

New Jersey License and Certification

PROMPT trained

Write whatever you want. We’ll publish it.
Effective, convenient and reasonably priced.

At your leisure, do it all online at www.goleader.com/express

Express Yourself

TAKING THE BULL BY THE HORNS…Trevor Rittman enjoys a mechanical
bull ride at the Mountainside PTA Fall Festival held at Deerfield school earlier
this month.

ENTERING A CONTEST…Shown here are students in Madame Michelle
Emanuel’s French class from Terrill Middle School in Scotch Plains, whose
projects were chosen to be submitted for an Eiffel Tower anniversary contest.
There are 45 third-place prizes consisting of a souvenir bag of French gifts, four
grand prizes of $500 each, and the super prize for one lucky winner is a trip to
Paris. An awards ceremony for all prizewinners will take place the first week of
November during National French Week.

“Dr. Arfanis is the most amazing 
doctor that uses state of the art technology...

He has worked tirelessly, even on his off 
hours, to fix problems with my mouth and 

relieve pain.”

“The power of preventative 

dental care cannot be stressed 

enough. Routine examinations 

and cleanings are critical to the 

health of your teeth and gums.” 
Dr. Paul Arfanis

Office:
228 St. Paul St.
Westfield, NJ 07090
908-232-0074
www.paularfanisdds.com

Special pricing for new patients
$95 Exam, X-Ray & Cleaning

First time patients only. Coupon must be present at time of appointment. 
Please print this page and bring with you to your first appointment. 

Limited time offer.

WF Student Inducted
Into Phi Beta Kappa
WESTFIELD – Williams College

has announced the 25 members of the
Class of 2010 elected into the na-
tional honor society, Phi Beta Kappa.

Among the 25 is Lauren
Sinnenberg, a biology major from
Westfield.

Membership in Phi Beta Kappa
signifies top academic success and
achievement at colleges and univer-
sities across the countries.

Students are selected for Phi Beta
Kappa at the end of their junior years,
based on their cumulative grade point
averages. The top five percent of the
class is granted election.

Sylvan Provides Free
Practice SAT Tests

CRANFORD – The Cranford Syl-
van Learning Center, located at 123
North Union Avenue, is offering free
Practice SAT Tests on Saturday, De-
cember 5, and Sunday, December 6,
from noon to 3:30 p.m.

Students can take a free practice
SAT test on either day, have their tests
scored and have those scores evalu-
ated with a Sylvan educator.

To register for a test, call (908)
709-0202 or e-mail
CranfordSLVN@aol.com.


