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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733
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UNICO Is Thankful for Armory
Renovations and Public Involvement

Donate a Smile to the Less Fortunate
This Holiday Season

Ward 2 Councilwoman
Extends Gratitude

Congratulations to all the 2009
Westfield Candidates. You all ran great
campaigns and I hope that the experience
was fun, invigorating, and afforded you
the chance to meet and bond with more of
our wonderful residents.

To my family and three sons, Brit, Grif
and Spencer — thank you for believing in
me and putting up with my absence at
home to attend meetings, events and
causes. It is easy to be a dedicated volun-
teer when you have people in your corner
cheering you on and picking up the slack.

I want to extend my sincere gratitude to
my Second Ward constituents for encour-
aging me to continue to serve as your
councilwoman. I am humbled by your
support and I know you believe that I
truly relish the opportunity to do what is
right for my neighborhood and home-
town. I look forward to working for you
all during the next four years.

May you all have a blessed holiday
season!

Vicki Kimmins
Westfield

Ward 4 Councilman
Thanks Voters

Dear supporters and voters of the Fourth
Ward, thank you for electing me as your
next councilman. I am grateful and hon-
ored for the opportunity to serve and I am
excited to get to work on my plan to keep
Westfield a great place to live.

Thank you to my family and friends for
all of your support throughout my cam-
paign. I would also like to thank Council-
man Tom Bigosinski for his dedication
and service to Westfield.

As always, if you would like to contact
me with your suggestions for our town,
please visit my website at
keithloughlin.com.

Keith Loughlin
Westfield

Parking Enforcement Motto Should
Be ‘Revenue Uber Alles’

Let Towns Takeover Leaf
Pickups to Lessen Confusion

Every year from October through early December,
towns wrestle with clearing roadways of piles of leaves.
Leaf pickup operations run smoother some years than
others. Weather, of course, always is a factor and can
make wet leaves treacherous. There have been years when
early season snowstorms have produced frozen leaf piles
and left on side streets for months.

Leaf pickup has become way too complicated, in our
opinion. It’s probably not the biggest issue we face.
Bagging of leaves was a major pain and of controversial
merit. We’re happy to see that this practice and require-
ment have waned.

Scheduling is complicated and different from town to
town. This year, pickups in Westfield began October 19.
Scotch Plains was to begin its leaf removal on October 1,
but residents have said that has not occurred. In fact, since
complaints were received about non-collections along
Mountain Avenue in Scotch Plains, a roadway under
Union County jurisdiction, Scotch Plains Public Works
trucks were witnessed picking up leaves last week.

Mountain Avenue, East Broad Street and Central Av-
enue in Westfield, Madison Hill Road in Clark and
Rahway, Raritan Road in Scotch Plains, as well as Mid-
way Avenue in Fanwood are all county thoroughfares
whose leaves are collected by the county.

To make the leaf pickup process simpler, we believe
municipalities should collect leaves on all roadways
within their borders. The county could then be used to
speed up the process when called upon by the towns or
when a public safety issue necessitates the county’s
involvement. Correspondingly, the county would reduce
property taxes collected from the towns because they no
longer pick up the leaves. It seems like there are too many
cooks making the stew at the moment.

Municipalities can also work together on border road-
ways. Westfield and Scotch Plains already have a good
working relationship, with Scotch Plains dumping its
leaves from the southside of the township at the Westfield
Conservation Center on Lambertsmill Road and Westfield
depositing its leaves from the northside of Westfield at the
Scotch Plains Public Works facility on Plainfield Avenue.
Extending that agreement to leaf collection on county
streets seems to make a lot of sense.

Also, couldn’t there be a uniform standard for leaf
collection from town to town to minimize confusion and
expedite the work? However the towns and the county get
the job done, it won’t be a perfect system — and there will
be those that still complain.

Then again, life was so much simpler when we used to
burn our leaves or compost them in backyards and use the
compost for healthier soil in the spring. We’re not advo-
cating a return to burning leaves though, due to the fire
hazard and probable air pollution.

Perhaps the best course of action is to let nature take
its course wherever and whenever possible. Composting
and natural degradation are nature’s way. That would
save taxpayer dollars, as well as make life a lot less
complicated for public works crews and the public.

When December and January come, most of us will
forget about the leaves and think about plowing the streets
of snow and ridding sidewalks of ice. The changing of
seasons always gives residents and local governments
something to talk about.

Hmm… This does make one wonder if towns should
also be responsible for plowing all the roads within their
borders? – or repaving, or traffic lights, or other such
duties deferred to the county and the state?

The Westfield Chapter of UNICO, and
Anthony Valles, president, would like to
extend its “Thank You” to the following
individuals, families and companies who
made the Armory renovations possible
for our returning soldiers:

Andrew and Carol Rickert; Best Buy,
Union; Danielle Bracco and The Junior
Woman’s Club of Westfield; Deborah A.
Montick and Jeffrey D. Jennings in
Memory of Michael R. Montick, Sr.;
Edward and Mary Orlando; Elaine M.
Guempel; Ellen DiIorio; Ernest J. Finizio,
Jr. Aldene School, Roselle Park; Gene
Ronkiewicz, Sherwin Williams; Gerri
Rothfleisch; Horace Corbin, The Westfield
Leader; Jane Koncicki; Karen Sanders;
Manny Barrueco; Marcelle McKeon;

Matthew Poirier; Mayor Andy Skibitsky,
Westfield; Pat and Nick Pagnetti; Patricia
O’Connor; Robb Abrams; Rosetta Palmeri
and Ferrero Chocalate; Sherman Elemen-
tary School, Roselle Park; Sign Max;
Steven and Karen Geltzeiler; Stuart
Snowden, Stuart’s Audio; The 117th Cav-
alry Association; The David R. Lovato
Family; The Doyle Family; The James
Yeatts Family; The Levan Family; The
Omberg Family; The Sevell Family; The
Westfield Chapter of UNICO; Thomas
Negri, Raymour and Flanigan; Tracee
Herbaugh, The Star-Ledger; Valerie and
Raymond M. Cirrito; Ward and Diane
Javins; Westfield Jaycees.

Anthony Valles, President
Westfield Chapter of UNICO

This holiday season, we ask you to help
make a dream come true for the less
fortunate families in our area. The YMCA
of Newark is home to many foster, home-
less and Division of Youth and Family
Services (DYFS) children who are un-
able to receive gifts this holiday season.
We are asking the Westfield community
and student body of Westfield High School
to donate to “Donate A Smile/Gifts of
Gold,” (Smile) a program that purchases
gifts that these children have asked for on
their wish lists. Donating any increment
of money will help us bring smiles to all
of their faces. For the past three years, we
have raised over $2,500 each year, and
this year, we hope to exceed that! As the
holiday season gets closer, we ask that
you reach into your hearts and hopefully
together, we all will reach our expecta-

tions. In many cases, this is the only gift
this child will receive.

All donations can be made in cash or
check made payable to Linda Heroux and
mailed to 187 Lincoln Road, Westfield,
N.J. 07090. Or, if you are a Westfield
High School student, donations can also
be brought to Bonnie Underwood’s room
(252), her mailbox in the Main Office, or
given to Gaby Gold, Brandon Gold, Jenna
Strauss, Emma Franks, Evan Heroux,
Zach Zagorski, Rachel Gross, Val
Hoffman, Maddie Tiedrich, Evan
Rosenburgh and Kim Hoffman.

We will be collecting donations until
Tuesday, December 15.

Thank you for helping make Christmas
brighter for these children.

Gaby and Brandon Gold
And the Smile Committee, Westfield

I have read and heard, for years, stories
of the mercenary inclinations of the
Westfield “Parking Enforcement” agents
and now, inevitably I suppose, have a tale
of my own. This past Tuesday, I visited
the library on Broad Street and, finding
the parking lot full, pulled out onto Stanley
Oval and parked just down the block near
the intersection of Arlington Avenue.
Upon returning about half an hour later, I
found a parking citation on my wind-
shield for having parked within 25 feet of
a crosswalk. (Indeed I was, by actual
measurement, “only” 18 feet away.) An-
other perplexed library patron was in-
specting a ticket he had received for the
same violation and a car across the street
had been cited as well. At $54 per car,
time well spent by the parking agent in a
quiet neighborhood.

Reflecting upon this event, I had to
wonder if this particular violation might
be the “crime wave” du jour at this time of

year. It certainly must generate a veri-
table bonanza when, at times, 50 percent
or more of otherwise legal street parking
is blocked by uncollected leaves. What’s
next? I suspect that even greater returns
would be generated over a longer period
of time by irregular raids in the area of
town elementary schools at dismissal time.
Unattended, “illegally” parked cars are
everywhere. And the law is, after all, the
law.

I will now write a check to pay this fine
and regret that I will not have the “discre-
tionary” funds to patronize a downtown
restaurant or purchase a gift for my wife
or daughters from a local store.

P.S. Perhaps, at least on Parking En-
forcement vehicles, the motto should be
changed from the inappropriate “To Pro-
tect and Serve” to “Revenue Uber Alles.”

John Wynne
Westfield

Westfield Rescue Squad Issues Urgent
Appeal for Volunteers and Funds

Dear neighbor, the Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad is appealling for help.
We are coming up short on donations and
volunteers. Fewer than 20 percent of
Westfield households and businesses have
given monetary support. We are at least
300 donations behind compared to this
time last year.

Several of our supporters have donated
twice, and we are especially thankful.
This letter is intended for those who have
not yet given. We have provided emer-
gency medical services to the Town of
Westfield for nearly 60 years, free of
charge to the patients, funded solely
through the generous tax deductible do-
nations of residents and businesses.

We save the patient between $400 to
$700 per emergency trip to the hospital.

The second half of this appeal is for
people to join our ranks as volunteer
dispatchers and emergency medical tech-
nicians (EMTs). We have shifts that will
fit into anyone's schedule. A two-hour

commitment is asked of dispatchers and
a four-hour weekly minimum is required
of an EMT. On-the-job training is pro-
vided. Training to become an EMT is
available at the squad, and at many county
colleges and training centers throughout
the state.

You do not need to be an EMT prior to
joining. The basic requirements to join
are that you are at least 17 years old and
hold a valid New Jersey driver’s license.
Becoming an EMT gives you skills you'll
have for a lifetime as well as the satisfac-
tion that comes from helping others. Please
help us continue to provide emergency
care and transport to the members of the
Westfield community. For further infor-
mation, please call us at (908) 233-2500
or visit us at 335 Watterson Street. Sin-
cerely, the members of the Westfield
Volunteer Rescue Squad.

Dan Sullivan, President
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad

Swine Flu: Pandemic or
Pandemonium? Why the Long Lines?
Our president warned us last spring

that the swine flu was coming back with
a vengeance in the fall. The way he talked
about “hope and change” during the cam-
paign, I expected that once in office, he
would prepare us for the worst-case sce-
nario – remember hurricane Katrina? He
promised us that we would have plenty of
vaccine for all (300 million) Americans
plus the detainees formerly held in
Guantanamo Bay now living in Bermuda.

On November 10, 2009, Dr. Margaret
Hamburg, Commissioner of the Federal
Drug Administration (FDA), said “The
Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices is working with influenza vaccine
manufacturers and state and local public
health officials to make these vaccines
widely available. So far, more than 41
million doses of the 2009 H1N1 vaccine
have been allocated to the states for distri-
bution across the country, and more is
becoming available every day.”

All we find now is shortages of vaccine
and syringes, long lines at clinics and
hysteria. Is this what we can expect down
the road from universal healthcare?

Earlier this year when our elected lead-
ers were shoveling out the stimulus money,
why didn’t they direct some of the money
to the pharmaceutical companies to en-

able them to shore up the supply of swine
flu vaccine? They could have awarded a
fixed price or cost plus contract to quali-
fied vendors with FDA-approved facili-
ties in the United States and insured the
drug manufacturers against liability of
adverse reactions.

With six months lead time, the FDA
would have had plenty of time for their
inspections and the efficacy and safety of
the vaccines could have been assured. The
availability of the stimulus dollars in the
spring might have also saved some jobs in
the pharmaceutical industry, hence avoid-
ing some of the recently publicized layoffs.

I’m grateful that our Representative in
Congress, Leonard Lance, provided a copy
of the 1,990-page House of Representa-
tives Healthcare Reform bill to the Scotch
Plains Public Library a few days before
the Saturday night vote – and that he
voted against the bill. I hope he had a
chance to read it before he voted. Mr.
Lance, those of us fortunate to still have a
job don’t have time to read it. We are busy
working to pay for the Energy Cap and
Trade bill that you voted for in June
(along with seven other Republicans).

I assigned the topic Swine Flu: Pan-
demic or Pandemonium to my Pharma-
ceutical Management MBA students for
their research paper this fall. This is not a
knock on the current administration. Over
the last 10 years, I have similarly as-
signed: SARS, Avian Flu, Anthrax, Polio
(on the 50th anniversary of the vaccine),
and Obesity: Pandemic or Pandemonium.
Perhaps the next assignment for my fresh-
man Business Ethics students will be Glo-
bal Warming: Real or Imagined.

Gerard Cleaves
Westfield

Thanks for Making The
Little Sprouts Garden

A Reality
First Children School in Fanwood, New

Jersey, formerly Children’s Specialized
Hospital School, is the proud recipient of
a beautiful therapeutic garden for our
students. We would like to extend our
thanks to all of those caring businesses
and families who contributed to making
The Little Sprouts Garden a reality. First
Children School is a program for children
with special needs and we are excited
about incorporating our new garden into
our curriculum. The garden is designed to
be accessible for children in wheelchairs
and walkers, as well as to offer children
with other disabilities, a multi-sensory
environment for learning. Our gratitude
extends to Rutgers Union County Master
Gardener, Florence Gramignano, for de-
signing and coordinating the effort to
create the garden, the many business
owners who provided materials and their
time, the other Master Gardeners who
contributed to the effort, as well as to the
many families who privately contributed
to the effort. It is our belief that our
students will greatly benefit from the hor-
ticultural experiences The Little Sprouts
Garden will provide.

Joseph Hess, Jr., President
First Children School

Fanwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Treacly – Thick and sticky
2. Peignoir – A woman’s dressing gown

or negligee
3. Habroneme – Having the form of

fine threads
4. Stot – A young bull

ASOMATOUS
1. Without sense or ability to reason
2. Without a material body
3. Distorted; not symmetrical
4. In grammar, a sentence that has a

word omitted but still could be under-
stood

FOVEOLATE
1. Marked by minute depressions or

pits
2. To saturate; soak
3. Plaitlike or folded
4. Fermentation resulting in a strong,

musty smell
EPULOTIC

1. Having the shape of a lense
2. Having a healing power
3. Oar-shaped
4. Prophetic; oracular; mysterious

CAPNOMANCY
1. Divination by the ascent or motion

of smoke
2. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
3. Belief in a singular divinity or cre-

ator
4. Killing by decapitation

Dolce, Valian Give
 Thanks for

Opportunity to Serve
To our Fanwood friends and neigh-

bors, we want to “thank” the entire
Fanwood community for the opportunity
to serve you as a member of the Fanwood
Municipal Council over the past six years
and three years, respectively. We appre-
ciate the many calls and positive com-
ments we received upon hearing that we
will be ending our service as council
members on December 31. Rest assure,
our work is not yet complete and we will
continue to be active participants in
Fanwood’s future for many years to come.

To our family, a special “thanks” for
supporting Fanwood by supporting us in
our service and “holding down the fort”
during our many hours of council meet-
ings, budget hearings and committee
work, you are truly the silent partners in
our success.

To Mayor Colleen Mahr, Jack Molenaar
and the rest of the Democratic Committee
and club, thank you for your tireless dedica-
tion and work during this recent campaign.

We wish the 2010 Borough Council
much success in its continuing efforts to
ensure that Fanwood remains “a great
place to put down roots.”

Councilwoman Donna Dolce
Councilman David Valian

Fanwood

Rich Bagger

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Please Be a Day Earlier
Next week Due to

Thanksgiving

More letters on page 5

Bagger Is Perfect Selection to Head
Up Christie Budget Task Force

Faced with at least an $8 billion
budget hole when he takes office in
January, Governor-elect Chris
Christie has reached to
former state Senator Rich-
ard Bagger of Westfield to
co-chair his transition task
force on budget and taxes,
along with Robert Grady, a
former aide to Governor
Thomas H. Kean and ex-
White House Office of Man-
agement and Budget (OMB)
official.

Mr. Bagger and Mr. Grady
are charged with making recommen-
dations to eliminate projected defi-
cits in the 2010-2011 and 2011-2012
fiscal budgets, while also bringing in
additional task force members and

staff to address what Mr. Christie has
called a fiscal emergency for New
Jersey.

Mr. Bagger is no stranger
to difficult budget issues as
he chaired the state Assem-
bly Appropriations Commit-
tee for four years and was
mayor of Westfield in 1991.

The ex-lawmaker, now a
Pfizer executive, has always
been known for taking on
difficult tasks. When there
was a complicated piece of
legislation that needed to be

drafted, legislative officials would
turn to Mr. Bagger to sponsor the bill.
Among those pieces of legislation
was one to establish a general ac-
counting office and an inspector gen-

eral in an effort to stop runaway state
spending. That legislation has never
been passed to date.

Mr. Bagger also has been known
for his effectiveness in reaching across
party lines to gain a consensus. Both
Democrats and Republicans have
praised Mr. Bagger’s selection to this
panel. That said, he is, in our judg-
ment, the perfect person to be head-
ing up this task force and making the
extremely difficult and, likely, un-
popular budget reduction recommen-
dations to Mr. Christie and his incom-
ing administration.

We look forward to this panel’s
recommendations as New Jersey
looks to come out of the budget
mess the state has faced for over a
decade.


